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12 worke is deuided into three partes, che 
firſt whereof is entituled, 


The view of worldly N anities. 


Exhorting vs to contempne all pompes, plea- 


ſures,del1ghtes,and vanities,of tlus lyfe. And 
the — parte is named, | 

T be shame of funne, 
Diſplaying and laying the great 
— — 2 ſame, [wy Lows 
good examples & companions, And the third 
parte is called. f | 

The Needels Eye. 


VVberein wee are taught the right rules of a 
true Chriſtian life, and the ſtraight paſlage vn- 
to cucrlaſting felicitie. 

Heerevnto is added a private Letter,the which 


doth teach remedies againſt the bitter - 
| neſſe of Death. 


«TO THE RN HT HON 0- 


rable, his finguler good Lord and Maiſter, the Earle 
of Bedforde : Knight of the noble order of the Carter and one 
of hir maieſties moſt bonorable priuie counſel. George Gaſ- 
coigne wu beth much encreaſe, and [mg conting= = 
* ance of Gods fanonr according to bis 
bounden duetie. 


Izht noble & my ſinguler good lord: if I shuld 
preſumeſin this epiſtle dedicatorie)to blaſonne 
and ſet forth eyther your iuſt deſertes in gene 
A ralitic, or your exceeding fauout and bountie 
9 HREM towardes me in perticularitie, l might both of- 
— fend your honorable cares (which are ſeldome 
ſeene willing to harken vnto your owne pray ſes) and much dy- 

15 from myne one former courſe in writing, ſince I haue 
be erto(in all wy lyfe)attayned ſmall ſ kill or grace in the arte 
of adulation. Let it then pleaſe your honor to reſt throughly ſa- 
tiſſied with this my ſimple acknowledging of your great good- 
nes, ſo much ſurpasſing my ſmal deſerts, that I-fynde none other 
meane of diſcharge but ohely to cõtinue your faithful ſeruaunt 
and follower. The which I proteſt to accomplish vnto my lyues 


end,as well towards your own perſon & my good L adie,as to all 


your poſteritie in euerie ductifull reſpete , And (my good 
Lorde) I muſt needes confeſſe both ynto your hongur and to 
the whole world,that amõgeſt a number of impet fectiòs I ſinde 


my (elf giltie of much time pen & of greater curiolitie tiẽ 


was condenient, in penning and endightyng ſundrie toyes and 
trifles . So that lookyng backe(with inward griefe) tg wardes the 
beginning of my reckleſſe race. I fynde that both the tyme, and 
my ductic doe challenge in me the fruites of repentaunce. To be 
zhewed in ſome ſeryous trauayle which might. both perticulerly 
beare witnelle of my reformation, and generally become proſi- 
table vnto others, V Vhereynto l was(now almoſt twelue mos 
neths palt)pricked and much moued, by the graue and difcreete 
wordes of one right worshiptulland ber friend, who 
(in my preſence) heating my thryftleſſe books of Paſyes vnde · 
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T he Epiſtle Dedicatorie. 


ſeruedly commended,dyd (ay : That he lyked the ſmell of thoſe 
Pfies pretely well, but he would lyke the Gardyner much bet- 
ter if he would employe his ſpade in no worſe ground, then ey- 
ther Deuinitie or morall Pluloſophie. Vito which wordes I 
thought not meeteto reply much at that tyme, hauyng learned 
that a rathe anſwete should not bee given vnto a graue aduyſe, 
But finding my felfetherewith throughly tickle d, and therby al- 
ſo finding the great difference betweene that friende and many 
other, who had fadrie times ſerued me as an Eccho with prayſes 
& cõmon ſuffrages,aftirming that I deſetued a Lawrel Garland, 
with ſundrieother plauſible ſpeeches not heere to be teherſed: 
Ibeganne ſtraight waye to conſider that it is not ſuſſycient for a 
man to haue a high flving Hawke, vnleſſe he doe alſo accuſtome 
hir to ſtoupe luck Quarnies as are both pleaſant and profitable, 
For it the bet Faulkener with his beſt flying Faulcon, shoulde 
yet continually beate the flockes of ſimple $lnftleſſe Doues, ox 
ſuffer his Hauke to checke alwayes at the caryon Crowthe ple- 
ſure might perhappes content a vayne deſyre, but the profite or 
commoditie would ſ karcely quyte his colt , And in lyke maner 
whoſocuer 15(by the higheſt God) endued with anye haughty 
gifte, hee ought alſo to beſtowe and employe the ſame in ſome 
worthic and profitable ſubiecte or travayle. Leaſt in his default, 
he deſerue the name of an vnprotitable and careleſſe Stewarde 
when his accoumpt is ſtrictly caſt . So then (to returne to my 
purpoſe my ſingular good Lord: ) I haue of long time thought 
my ſelfe bounden by ſome ſeryous trauayle to declare that 
thoſe graue and friendly wordes dyd not marche altogitker vn- 
marked, through my mynde . And therevpon (not manye 
monethes ſince) toſlyng and tetoſſyng in my ſmall Lybrane, 
amongelt ſome bookes which had not often felte my fyngers 
endes in xv. yeates before, I chaunced to light vpon a (mall vo- 
lumneſkarce comely couered, and wel worte handled. For to tell 
a truth vnto your honor, it was written in an old kynd of Carac- 
ters and ſo torne as it neyther had the beginning per ſpy cuous, 
nor the end perfect. So that I can not certaynly ſay ho shuld 
be the Author of the ſame . Put as things of meane ewe 
(outyvardely,) are not alwayes to bee reiected, een ſo in 

| " dia 


T he Epiſtie Tredicatorie. 


thys olde torne Paumphlette I founde ſundrye things (as 
mee thoughte) wrytten with ſuche zeale and afte&ion, ad 
tendinge lo dyrectly vnto the reformacion ct mancrs, that [ 
dyd not onely (my ſelfe) take great pleaſute in perticuler rea- 
dingt.ercof , but thought them profitable to be publis hed for 
a generall commoditie, And therevpon haue trauſlated & col. 
lec ted into ſome ordre theſe ſundry parcells of the fame, I he 
which (aſwell bicauſe the author is to me vaknowen as atfo bi 
caule the oryginal copies had no peculyar tytle, but cheeſiy bi- 
cauſe they do all tende zealoully to an admonicion whereby we 
may cuery man walke warely & decetly in his vocacion) t haue 
thouglit meecte to enty tle The Droomme of Doomrs daye, Thinking 
my {elte aſſured that any Souldier which meaneth to march vn- 
det the ſlagge of gods fauour, may by ſounde of thisdioomme 
be awaked,and called to his watch and warde with right ſuffi- 
cient ſummons. For more perticuler proofe wherof let it pleaſe 
my good Lorde to vndei ſtand chat haue deuired this worke 
into three partes. V Vhetrcof the firſt I haue named The viewe 
of worldly vanities . Bicauſe it doth very eloquently (and pythily) 
rſuade all men to contempne the pompes , exceſſiue plea- 
nt: and delightes of this lyfe. A treatiſe which though at the 
fiſt it ſeeme very hard and vnpleafaunt , yet whofocuer wyll 
vouchſafe the dyligent reading thereof shall reape thereout no 
jeſſe commoditie then a body repleate with hewmours recey- 
ueth by the medicinable purgacion , The ſeconde parte I haue 
termed the Shame of ſame , Bicauſe in deede jt diſplayeth and 
blaſoneth the deteſtable enormities thereof, and helpeth to 
cure the fowle by remembraunce and conſideracion of the ve 
lotheſoomneſle, which ſinne doth continually carry in it ſelte. 
This part needeth not fo much demonſtracion, as it deſerueth 
commendacion . And whoſoeuer doth molt beafty wallow and 
delight in ſinne & wickedneſle,it he beſtow but one howre in a 
daye to reade & record the leſſonnes therein contevned,1 doubt 
not but he shall reape much profit, and | ſome thankes for my 
trauayle. The third and laſt deuiſion 1s called The Neede!'s Eye, 
And teacheth aſwell the right rewles of chryſtian ly fe, as alſo 
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the meanes how to auoyde the crooked by pathes which leade 
vnto deſtruftion , So that the offences ones auoyded, and the 
mynde fully bent to goe forthwardes in godlyneſſe, it halbe 
hard to withdraw vs from performance of our poſſible duties. 
Vnto theſe three parts thus collected & ordred, I haue thought 
good to adde an olde letter which teacheth Remedies againſt the 
bitternes of Deatb , Being perticulerly and yet (in myne opinion) 
eloquently and well wrytten by the originall authour, Yea & 


very meete to be redde as the preſent tyme requireth All 
whuch to gether drawing to a reaſonable vollame, I haue now 


finished and publyshed in print. And aſwell bicauſe I thought 
the light of the authors ouer bright a Candle to be hydden vn. 
der a bulchell alſo for that I would make the worlde wytneſſe 
how deepe my graue freendes aduiſe dyd ſinke into my memo- 
rye , but eſpecially to leaue ſome pawne of thanłfulneſſe in 
your honorable handes, vntyll I may with greater deſerte dy ſ- 
charge ſome parte of ſuch infinite dewties as I owe vnto your 
2 | 3 ryght humbly to dedicate 8 
herein vnto your patronage & noble name. Euen ſo beſeching 
the ſame to pardone myne imperfections, if any (through ig- 
noraunce and not for lacke of zeale) haue paſſed my penne 
throughout this worke , And much the rather for that in deede- 
baue bothe vſed the conference, and abyd the correction of 
learned Deunes , to make it the more worthy of ſo honorable 
a pattoue. How ſo euer it be, my wyll and deſite are very ear- 
neſt to pleaſe and profyt all true chriſtians in generallitie, and to 

urchaſe the continuance of your a: res} fauour in perti- 
cularitic . In full hope whereot I ſeace any further to trouble 
your good Lordi hippe, but shall ncuer ceaſe to beſeech the 
almiglitie that he vouchſafe longe to vpholde the proſperous 
»yllers of your eſtate to his pleaſure. From my lodging where 
1 hintshed this trauaylein weake plight for health as your good 
L: well knoweth this ſecond daye of Maye,15 7 6. 


© Your Lordſippes right bumble and faithful 
Januar , George Caſcoigne * 
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An aduertiſement of the Prynter to the Reader, 


Vr (gentle Reader) that whiles this worke was in the preſſe, 
it pleaſed God to viſit the tranſlatour thereof with ſickneſſe. So 
that being vnable himſelſe to attend the dayly proofes, he apoyn- 
ted a ſeruaunt of his to ouerſce the lame . Who (being not ſo well ac- 
uainted with the matter as his maiſter was) there haue paſſed ſome 
aultes much contrary vnto both our meanings and defires. The vrhick 
I haue therefore collected into this Table. Deſiring euety Reader that 
veyll vouchſafe to peruſe this booke , that he vvyll firſte correct thoſe 
taultes and then iudge acordingly. 


Leafe, Lyne. Fault. Correction. 

B. 1 .d. . man men 

B. 2. 17. 18. paie: paie paine: ap 

D.. d. 8. rcuolucth renolucth not 

D.3,b. 10, euer katle ncuer fayle 

S. 1. 6. 16. they ſhalbe 

Eodem. 23 tempozallp 

E. 3. 15. might 

G. 6. a. 3. Chaos. Ind pet after this fraite 
and tranſitozp lpfe we doe not. 

E cdem . 17. decrees 

C 7. lt, that he deſpyſeth 

E .7.b. 16.17 thou: without 

F. ' N laſt. ſowꝛce i 

Eodem.b, 17. cömittedagainſt as the ſinne is moze greuoug- 
which is done againſt a 


F «TS. b . = . minde created, mynde, to a goodneſſe created, 
And then put out all the fyttk 
lyne to the next poyut. 

ct 


Eodem'. kact 
f God 


10 it is not 
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The firſt Booke of the 


yewe ot worldly vanities, 


that J might behold ſozrow and payne ? and 


. 7 


"WIN ELY 
n 7 


0 Jil), 
Mee in his mothers womb, dyd ſpeake thus of 
X-U Nhim ſelle, what ſhall J then ſaye of my ſelfe 
whom my mother hath begotten in finne ? Ah las fo2 me, 
O mother (may J well ſaye)Wwherefoze haſt thou begotten 
02 concepued me the ſonne of bitter ſozrow and payne: 
Wehhercfo:e dped J not in my mothers wombe 2 Oz where⸗ 
foe dyd J not perriſh, euen as ſone as I came foꝛth of the 
ſame: Wherfo2e was J recetued betwene hir knees, ſuck⸗ 
led with hir teats, z yet boꝛne to become meat foz wozms, 
and fuell fox Fyer + Oh that J had bene llapne in hir ew 
trales, and that ſhe had become my Sepulcre,+ hir wombe 
had bene my laſt conception. Zhen had 3 bene as if J wers 
not, tranſterred from the Mombe to the Zombe , V ho 
therefoze will gene me a Fountayne of teares to myns 
eyes, that J may bewayls the miſerable entrie of maus cũ⸗ 
dicion, the culpable pꝛoceding of mans conuerſacion , + ths 
damnable ending of mans diſſolucion. Let man then (with 
teares) conſider whereof he is made, what he doth,+ what 
bs meancth to doe. Daerly he ſhall finde that he was fo2- 
med and factoned of the Earth,cocetaed in ſinne, boꝛne vn⸗ 
to miſerp, 3 that he dothe lewde thinges which are not law⸗ 
fall,filthy thinges which are not comely, and vayne things 
which are not expedient , Pe ſhalbe made fewell faz Fyer, 
meate foz wozmes, and matter foz cozruption. But let mg 
expound theſe woꝛdes moꝛe playnely: I ſhould better haus 
ſayed, an is foꝛmed and made of Duſt, Clap, aſſhes, and a 
matter much vyler, which foꝛ modeſtie I doe not name, cõ⸗ 
teiued in concupiſence of the lleche, 1 feruent mow of 
+ 


Perefoze came J ont of my mothers womb, r 6. 


The viewe, 


Inſt in the loathſome ſtinck of deſy2e, (and that woꝛſe is) in 

the blot and blemiſh of ſinne,bozne vnto payne, ſoꝛow, and 

fearc,yea and (that which is molt miſerable)vnto death. He 

both lewd thinges wherby he offendeth God, his neighboꝛ, 

and him ſelfe.Ve doeth filthy facts, whereby he defileth his 

god name, his conſcience and his perſon,and he doth vayne 

thinges, wherby he neglecteth ſerious, pꝛoſitable t neceſſa 

ry things. He ſhal become the fe wel fo: fier, which alwapes 

burneth and can not be quenched, the fode of worms, which 

euer gnaw and ferde vpon him, © the contine wall maſſe of 

toꝛruption which al wapes ſtincketh, e is filthie, odious, and 

hoꝛrible. 

Of the vilene Then our Lo2d God hath fozmed man of the ſlime of the 
of mans ſub- Earth, which is mo2e vile then the reſt of the Clements, 
Nance, ag it appeareth in the ſecondof Geneſis, Pe made ths Pla- 
nets and Starres of the Fyer, thEblaſtes and wyndes of 

the Ayꝛe, the Fiſſhes and Fowles of the Mater, and Pan 

and beaſt he made of Earth : Then if he conſider cf the cre⸗ 

atures created in the water, he ſhall perteiue him ſelfe to be 

vile. Conſidering the creatures made of Apꝛe, he ſhall finde 

himſelf moꝛe vile, t coſidering the creatures of fyer, he ſhal 

fynd himſelt moſt vyle: Neither ſhal he make him ſelf equal 

with þ heanfly creatures, noꝛ darcth pꝛefer himſelfe befoze 

the creatures of the Carth,foz he ſhal finds him ſelfe equal 

vnto beaſtes, and ſhall acknowledge bhimſelfc lyke vnto cat- 

tell, ſithence thend of man and cattel of the feild is all one, 

and their condicton and eſtate are equall, neither can man 

SER doe any moꝛe then a beaſt. From the Carth they ſpꝛang and 
de roſe,and to the Earth they ſhal retoꝛne together. Theſe are 
not the wo2des of any woꝛ loly man, but of the wyſeſt enen 
Salomon, What is man then but ſlyme and duſt? and ther⸗ 
5 vpon he ſayth vnto God: Remember (AI beſech thee) that 
res thou haſt made me lyke vnto Earth, and ſhalt bꝛing me into 
duſt againe, and ther vpon alſo God ſayth vnto man. Thon 
art duſt, and ſhalt retoꝛne into duſt. Jam compared (ſapth 
Job) vnto Clap, and am lykened'bnto Jmbers and mag 


Gene. 3. 
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of worldly vanities, 


Clay is made of Water and duſt, and both the ſubſtaunces 
doe remaine therein, and Aſſhes are made of Fycr 4 wade, 
and bothe the ſubſtances doe fayte, An exp2cfſe miſtery, but 
to be expounded in an other place, Then what is Clay to be 
p:ownde on? oꝛ whereof docſt thou extoll thy ſelfe, O duſt: 
O Aſſhes, whereof doeſt thou gloꝛp: 


Peraduenture thou wylt anſwere, that Adam him ſelfe Of the vice of 
was faſhioned and foꝛmed of clay,and that thou art pꝛocrt⸗oncepuoa- 


ate of the ſerde of man. But he was fozmed out of virgin 
clay,and thou art pzocreate of ſ&de, which is vncleane, fo: 
who can make that cleane which is concetucd of vncleane 
ſxde 2 What is man that he may ſeme vndefiled 2 oz that 


which is bozne of man may ſeme iuſt:? Foz behold, I was Pſala . 3e. 


begotten in iniquitie , and my mother concetued mc in ſin. 
Not onely in one iniquitie, no2 in one onely tranſgrefſion, 
but in many iniquities, and in many tranſgreftions, yea, 
even in ſtrange iniquities and tranſgreſſions, foz there are 
two kinde of concep{tons , one of ſxde, an other of nature, 
The firſt is made in ſuch faces as are committed. The ſc- 
tond, in ſuch thinges as are purchaſed and gotten, foꝛ the pa⸗ 
rents commit in the firſt, and their iſſue doe purchaſe in the 
ſecond. Fo2 who is ignoꝛant that the ac of generation (yea 
cuenbetwene maried folkes) is neuer committed without 
pꝛouocation of the fleſhe, without heate of luſt, oꝛ ef concu- 
piſence, wherevpon the ſerdes which are conceiued be vis 
cleane, be blotted, and made coꝛrupt, andthe ſowle beinge 
therewith ouer flowed dothe purchaſe the ſpot of ſinne, the 
blot of gilt, and franſgreſion , and the blemiſh of iniqui⸗ 
tie, euen as liquo2 is coꝛrupted beinge thꝛuſt into an vn⸗ 
cleane v2Acll, and beinge once poluted, is dcfiled, euen by 
b firſt touch therof. Foz y ſowle hath th:& natural powers, 
oꝛ thꝛee natural fozces,that is to ſay,a reaſonable power to 
deſerne betwene god and euill, a paſſionate power to reiea 
the euill, and a power of appetite to deſier that which is 
cod , Theſe thꝛee powers are 02iginally coꝛrupted with 
thzee oppoſite and contrary * the reaſonable w_—_ 
- ij. * 


Of the vilencs 


T he viewe, 


luſt in the loathſome ſtinck of deſyze, (and that wozſe is) in 
the blot and blemiſh of ſinne,bozne vnto payne, ſoꝛow, and 
fearc,yea and (that which ts molt miſerable )vnto death. e 
doth lewd thinges wherby he offendeth God, his neighboꝛ, 
and him ſelte. De doeth filthy facts, whereby he defileth his 
god name, his conſcience and his perſon,and he doth vayne 
thinges, wherby he neglecteth ſerious, pꝛoſitable t neceſſa- 
ry things. Me ſhal become the fe wel foz fier, which alwapes 
burneth and can not be quenched, the fode of worms, which 
euer gnaw and ferde vpon him, & the contine wall maſſe of 
toꝛruption which alwapes ftincketh,# is füt hie, odious, and 


hoꝛrible. 
Then our Lozd God hath fozmed man of the flime of the 


of mans ſub- Carth, which is mo2e vile then the reſt of the Elements, 


Hance, 
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as it appeareth in the ſecond of Geneſis, Pe made ths Pla- 
nets and Starres of the Fyer, thEblaſtes and wyndes of 
the Ay2e,the Fiſſhes and Fowles of the Mater, and Pan 
and beaſt he made of Earth : Zhen if he conſider cf the cre⸗ 
atures treated in the water, he hall perteiue him ſelfe to be 
vile. Conſidering the creatures made of Apꝛe, he ſhall finde 
himſelf moꝛe vile cõſidering the ereatures cf fyer, he ſhal 
fynd himſelf moſt vyle: Neither ſhal he make him ſelf equal 
with ß heanfly creatures, noꝛ darcth pzefer himſelfe befoze 
the creatures of the Earth, foꝛ be ſhal finds him ſelfe equal 
vnto beaſtes, and ſhall acknowledge himſelfe lyke vnto cat- 
tell, fithence thend of man and cattel of the feild is all one, 
and their condicion and eſtate are equall, neither can man 
doe any moꝛe then a beaſt. From the Carth they ſpꝛang and 
roſe, and to the Earth they ſhal retozne together. Theſe are 
not the woꝛdes of any wozldly man, but of the wyſeſt enen 
Salomon, What is man then but ſlyme and duft 2 and ther⸗ 
bpon he ſayth vnto God: Remember (I beſech the) that 
thou haſt made me lyke vnto Earth, and ſhalt bꝛing me into 
duſt againe, and ther vpon alſo God ſayth vnto man. Thou 
art duſt, and ſhalt retoꝛne into duſt, Jam compared (ſapth 
Job) vnto Clap, and am lykened vnto Ambers and — 
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Clay is made of Mater and duſt, and both the ſubſtaunces 
doe remaine therein, and Aſſhes are made of Fycr # wade, 
and bothe the ſubſtances doe fayle. An exp2cfſe miſtery, but 
to be expounded in an other place. Then what is Clay to be 
p:owde on? 02 whereof doeſt thou extoll thy ſelfe, O duſt: 
O Aſſhes, whereof doeſt thou glo2y? 


Peraduenture thou wylt anſwere, that Adam him ſelke Of the vice of 
was faſhioned and foꝛmed of clay,and that thou art pzocrcs once, 


ate of the ſe&edc of man. But he was fo2med out of virgin , 
clay,and thou art pzocreate of ſ&de, which is vncleane, foz * 
who can make that cleane which is conce iued of vncleane 
ſave 2 What is man that he may ſeme vndefiled 2 oz that 


which is bozne of man may ſeme inſt ; Fo2 behcls,J was Pfl. 3e. 


begotten in iniquitie, and my mother conceiued me in ſin. 
Not onely in one iniquitie, no2 in one onely tranſgreffion, 
but in many iniquities, and in many tranſgreſſions , yea, 
even in ſtrange iniquities and tranſgreſſions, fo there art 
two kinde of concepſions , one of (&de, an other of nature, 
The firſt is made in ſuch faces as are committed. The ſc- 
tond, in ſuch thinges as are purchaſed and gotten,fo2 the pa⸗ 
rents commit in the firſt, and their iſſue doe purchaſe in the 
ſccond, Foz who is ignoꝛant that the ac of generation (yea 
euenbetwene maried folkes) is neuer committed without 
p2onocation of the fleſhe, without heate of luſt, oꝛ et tontu⸗ 
piſence, wherevpon the ſedes which are conceined be vn 
cleane, be blotted, and made co2rupt , and the ſowle beinge 
therewtth ouer flowed dothe purchaſe the ſpot of ſinne, the 
blot of gilt, and tranſgreſſion, and the blemiſh of iniqui⸗ 
tie, euen as liquoꝛ is coꝛrupted beinge thꝛuſt into an vn 
clean? v2Acll, and beinge once poluted, is dcfiled, euen by 
þ firft touch therof, Foꝛ y ſowle hath th: natural powers, 
o2 thꝛee natural fozces,that is to ſay,a reaſonable power to 
deſerne betwene god and euill, a paſſionate power to reien 
the euill, and a power of appetite to deſier that which is 
cod , Theſe thꝛee powers are 02iginally coꝛrupted with 
thee oppoſite and contrary * the reaſonable ner 
ij. y 
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dy ignozamnee that it may not deſerne betwene god and 
euill, the paſſionat power by wzath and anger, that it may 
reiec the god. the power of appetite by the concupiſence 
that it may deſier that which is euill. The firſt of theſe vi⸗ 
ces begetteth tranſgrefſion, the laſt bꝛingeth fozth inne, e 
the midlemoſt ingedercth both ſinne x traͤlgreſſion, foz it is 
trãſgreſſion to doe that which is not to be done, t 1f is ſinne 
to indeuoꝛ that which is not to be indeno2ed, Theſe thꝛee vi 
tes are purchaſed and gotten out of cozrupted fleſh, by thꝛe 
allurements, fo: in carnall copulation the vnderſtanding is 
lulled cn ſlepe, to thende that ignoꝛance may be ſowed, the 
p2onocation of luſt is ſtyꝛred vp, to thende that anger and 
motion of mynde may be ſpꝛed a bꝛoade, and the affection of 
doluptuouſneſſe is ſatiſfied,to thend that concupicence may 
be obtayned. This is that Tyꝛan fleſhe,the lawe and ruler 
of the members of man, the noꝛiſhment of finne, the lan⸗ 
guiſhment of nature, and the fodder of death, without the 
which no man is boꝛne, and without the which no man dy⸗ 
eth, the which although it paſſe ouer at any tyme in ſtate of 
accuſation, vet it remayneth alwayes in ace. o: if we ſap 
that we haue no ſinne, we beguple our (clues, £ the trueth 
is not in vs, Dh greuous miſery and vnhappy eſtate x cow 
dition, befo2e we ſinne we are bound and w2apped in ünne, 
and befo2e we tranſgreſſe, we are caught in tranſgre ſſion. 
By one man ſinne entered into the woꝛlde, z by ſinne death 
toke hold of all men, foꝛ dyd not the fozefathers cate a fows 
er Grape, and their childꝛens teth are ſet on edge. 
Wherfoze the was light geuen to him that is in wꝛetched 
neſſe lyfe lent to ſuch as are in bitternes of þ ſowle 2 Dh 
happie they are, which dye befoze they are bozne, which taſt 
of death, befoʒe they know what lyfe is, fo: ſome are boꝛne 
ſo defoꝛmed and pꝛodigious, that they ſeme not men, but ra⸗ 
ther abhominations, vnto whom nature (perhappes ) ſhould 
much better haue fozeſene , if ſhe had neuer ſuffered them 
to be ſene, foʒ they are demonſtrate and ſet to ſhew as mon- 


ters and ſhewes, and ſome againe lacking ſome of they; 
mem⸗ 
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members r ſences,are boꝛne vnperfec, to the grefe of their 
freindes,the infamy of their parents, and the abaſhinge of 

their neighboꝛs. But what nede J ſpeake perficularly of 

theſe imperfections, ſithence all men generally are 2o2ne, 

without knowledge, without ſpeach, without vertue, with- 

out power? weeping, wapling, weake, feble, and but little 
defferinge from bꝛute beaſtes, o2 rather hauinge lefſe per- 

feb in many things then they haue, fo2 they goe as ſwne 

as they be boꝛne, but we can neither goe ſtraight vpon our 

feete,no no2 crepe vpon our hands if nede were. 

We are all bozne crying,that we may thereby expꝛeſſe our Of the paioe 
miſery, fo2 a male childe lately boꝛne, pzonounceth A. and of child verth 
a woman childe pꝛonounceth E: Do that they ſaye ether 8 muy * 
E. oꝛ A:as many as diſtend from Eua. And what is ua, but 1,4... 
Heu, Ha: eche of theſe ſoundes is the voyce of a ſozowful 
creature, erp2eſſing the greatneſſe of his grete, herevpon 

befoze Cua ſinned, ſhe was called Virago, and after the fin- 

ned the deſerued to be called Cua,when ſhe hard ſaped vnto 

hir, Thon ſhalt bꝛing fo2th in ſozrow and payne, fo ther is qc. 
no payne to be compared to that which a woman abydeth | 

in hir laboz, Wherevpon Rachel with ouer great grefe of Cen. 
labo2ing, dyed, and at hir death ſhee called the name of hir 

ſonne Benony , which betokeneth the ſonne of ſozrow o: 

payn. The wife of Phinecs:faling ſodeynly in laboꝛ, bꝛought . Keg. 4. 
fo2th a childe,+ dped withall, euen at the inſtant of death, 

the called hir ſonne Icabod, But a woman (licke vnto one loan. 16. 
that hath eſcaped ſhipw2ack) is ſozowfull & ſad, whiles ſhee 
laboꝛeth, but when ſhe hath bzought foꝛth a childe, then re⸗ 
membereth ſhe not hir paynes,foz ioye bicauſe a man child 

is bozne into the woꝛld. Then ſhe conceiueth with filth and 
vncleanneſſe, ſhe bꝛingeth fozth t is deliuered with paine 


and heauinelle, bꝛingeth it vp and nowꝛeſheth it with toyle 
and carefulneſſe, and kepeth and pꝛeſerueth it with dꝛead # 
* fcarefulneCe, | | 
Man commeth fozth naked, and ſhall retoꝛne naked, he Of the naked 
- commeth poze, and he goeth 7a - Naked (ſayeth lob) A ee man. 
iii. tame hs þ 
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thether, we bꝛought nothing into this woꝛld, and doubtleſſs 
we can carry away nothing. But if any man depart out of 
this wo2ld clothed , let him marke well what kinde of clo⸗ 
thing he bꝛingeth, filthy to be ſpoke, moze filthy to be heard, 
and moſt filthie to be ſene. 

O vile vnwozthinelle of mans eſtate and condicion, £ O 
bnwozthy eſtate of mans vileneſſe. Search the trees 4 ths 
herbes of the Earth, they bzinge koꝛthe boughes, leaues, 
llowers, fruits. A man bꝛingeth fozth nitts, lyſe a worms. 
They diſtill t powze out, Oyle, Wyne, and Balmes, and a 
man maketh ercrements of ſpettle, piſſe, and oʒdure. Thep 
ſmel! g; bꝛeathe all ſweteneſte of ſmell and pleaſauntneſſe, 
whereas man belcheth, bꝛeaketh wynde and ſtincketh, foz 
ſach as the tree is, ſuch fruites it bꝛingeth foꝛth, and an euil 
tree can not bꝛing ont god fruit. Then what is man (arcoz- 


furuey 2 whoſe rotes are his heares, the ub of the rote is 
his head and his neck, the body of the tree, is his beat, bel⸗ 
ip, and bulke, the boughes are his armes 4 legges , and the 
liffle bꝛaunches and leaues, are his fingers and toes, This 
is the leafe which is toſſed with the wynde, and the ſtuble 
which is dꝛyed vp with the Sunne. 

In the firſt age of Pan, it is read, that he lyued nyne 
hundꝛeth peares and moꝛe, but when mans lyfe began by 
lpttle and lyttle to declyne, then dur Lozde GO D ſapd 
to Noe : Py Spirit ſhall not remayne with man foz euer, 
becauſe he is fleſhe, and his dayes ſhall be one hundzeth 
and twenty peares, the which may be vnderſtade aſwell 
by the tearme of mans lyle, as by the ſpace to repet him,fo2 
from that tyme foꝛthwardes fe we are read of which lyned 
any longer. But when mans lyfe was dayly moꝛe and moze 
ſhoꝛt ned, then was it ſavde by the Pſalmeſt, The dayes of 
his tyme are ſeauentie peares, 02 if it be a ſtronge bodys, 
foure ſkoꝛe peares, and then theys payne and ſozrow in 
creaſeth. Foz ſhall not the ſmall number of my wee 5 fi- 
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niched in mal tyme:Dur dayes doe paſſe away moꝛe ſwift⸗ 
ly then the webbe, is cut from the wepuers hand. 
Aman bane of a woman, lyuinge ſhozt tyme, repleni⸗ 10b, 10. 
thed v miſeries, commeth fo2th lyke a flower, 
| vp, and flpethaway lyke a ſhadowe, and ne- 
uer confineweth in one eſtate , Foz now a dayes,men doc 
lyne foꝛtp yeares , and very fewe doe reache ſixtie peares. 
But if man doe attapne vnto age, immedtately his hart is 
afflicted, his head is troubled, his ſpirites languiſhe, his 
bꝛeath ſtincketh, his face is wzinckled, his body is bowed, 
his eyes are daſeled, his feelinge faylleth , and his quicke⸗ 
neffe quayleth, his teeth become rotten, and his eares are 
cloſed vp. Fr 
An olde man ts ſ@ne p2ouoked, but hardly reuoked, belca- 
uing quickly, and miffruffinge layſurely + conetous, and 
cdy,hcauy, and needy, Swyft to ſpeake , and Lowe to 
eare, pꝛayſing thinges of antiquitie, and diſpyſinge what 
is vſed pzeſently, blaminge the tyme pꝛeſent, andallow- 
ing the tyme paut, he ſighrth and is vered,he wareth weake 
and is aſtonted, as Horace ſapth. 1ſults ſenem circron veniunt in co- 
wods To conclude,nepther let olde men gloꝛy againſt yonge 
men, noz yet let younge men ware inſolent and diſdayne 
olde men, foꝛ they haue been as we are, and we ſhall one 


daye be as they now are, 


l The Byꝛde is created to ſlye a lofte , and Pan is bozne or the paines 
to be weryed with toyle and labour. All his dayes are full and labocs of 
bol labours and paynes , neyther tan his mynde be quiet men. 

in the ſcilent night, and what is this but vanitie, there is 

nao man without labour vnder the Sunne, noꝛ without de- 

fectes and imperfections vnder the Pone , noz without va- 

nitie vnder tyme. Tyme is the delay of thinges ſubiec vn⸗ 

to change, the vanitie of vanities (as the Pꝛeacher ſayth) 

aànd all is vanitie. O how variable are mens ſtudies , and 

hob diuers be they2 exerciſes, and yet they haue all one 


ende, and one ſelfe ſame effec, euen labour, payne, am 
; n 
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de ration of the mynde. There is much bufineſſe created fog 
all men, and a great yoke is layd vpon the ſonnes of Adam, 
from the day that they come foꝛth of their mothers wombe,, 
vntil the day of their Sepulture, in the earth, which is mo⸗ 
Of the ſtudy ther to all lyuing creatures, Let wyſe men ſearch narrows 
of vxiſe men. iy, let them herde ly conſider the height of the heauens, tho 
bꝛeadth of the pearth, and the depth of the Sea, let them 
argue and diſpute eucry one of this, let them hadle them all 
ouer, and let them alwayes eyther learne o2 teach, and in ſo 
doing what ſh-!1 they kynde out of this buſte toyle of our 
lyfe, but traueyle and payne: that kne we he by experiente, 
which ſaped: J inclyned my hart to know lcarmnge, 2 pꝛu⸗ 
dice, erroꝛ, and foliſhneſſe, and q pertepued that all was las 
boz + affliction of the ſpyꝛite. Foꝛ aſmuch as in great wiſe⸗ 
dome and knowledge there is great dildayne, and he which 
increaſeth knowledge increaſeth alſo payne # trauaple, foz 
although whilcft that he ſcrcheth it out, he muſt [weat ma⸗ 
ny tymes, and watch many nightes with ſweat and laboz, 
pet is there ſcarcely any thing ſo vyle, oꝛ any thing ſo eaſy, 
that man can fully and thozowly vnderſtand it, noꝛ that he 
can clerely tompꝛehende it, vnlefſe perchaunce that is per- 
fealy knowne,that nothings is perfectly knowne. Although 
euen thereby alſo doth riſe an indiſſoluble argument. But 
ſurely the body that is cozrupted dothe aggreuate and ouer⸗ 
charge the Sowle and mynde , and this earthly habitacion 
doth oppꝛeſſe a thought that pondereth many thinges, Yar- 
ken what Salomons opinion was vpon that point. All things 
(ſayth he) are hard and difficult. No man can expꝛeſſe them 
by woꝛdes. Come man doth neyther geue reſt vnto his eyes 
by daye noꝛ by night, and yet can he neither fpnde the cauſs 
noꝛ the reaſon of Gods wozkes, yea the moze he labozeth 
to ſeeke it,\s much the leſſe ſhall he ſynde it, therefoze they 
faile in the ſearching, how narrowly ſo euer they ſearch, be⸗ 
cauſe man may ware pꝛoude, but God ſhalbe exalted. Foz 
de which ſearcheth the Pateſtic of God, ſhall be oppzefſed 
eren 
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teth, yea, and he ſeemeth to know moſt, which in dede know 

eth leaſt. Therefoꝛe it is one part of knowledge and wyle- 
dome to know that he is ignoꝛant, ſithence God firſt made 
man, and he hath wꝛapped him ſelfe in ſundꝛy and infinite 
queſtions. 

Men roue and roame about, by high waies, and by pathes, Of che ſundry 
they clyme the hilles, and paſſe ouer the mountaynes, they ſtudies of m. 
five oner the rockes, and cow2ce ouer the Alpes, go thoꝛough 
caues, and enter into dꝛeadfull dennes . They rifle vp the 
bowels of the earth, and the bottome of the ſea. They mark 
the tydes of the flodes, and wander in the wodes and wil- 
derneſſe. They put their bodies to the wyndes + tempeſtes, 
thunders, lightenings, rapnes, waters, waues, ſeas, fluds, x 
whirlpoles. They melt + ffape mettalls,they graue and pol 
liſh ſtones, cut and carue wodes, weaue and warpe webbs, 
make and weare garments, buyld houſes, plant oꝛchardes, 
till feildes, dꝛeſſe viniards, heat foꝛnates, and ſet milles on 
woꝛke. They hunt, they kyſhe, and they fowle, They thinck, 
and muſe, they councell and oꝛdaine, they ſtryue and com- 
playne, they take away and ſteale, they buy and beguple, 
they frowne + ſmyle. With innumerable other ſuch things, 
to heape vp riches, and multiply gaynes , To gett eſtimaci⸗ 
on, to extoll they2 dignitie, and to inlarge theyꝛ aucthoꝛit ie: 
t beholde all theſe are but labour + veracion of the mynde, 
If you beleue not me, vet beleue Salomon. J haue (ſayde Eccle. 2 
he) magnified my woꝛkes, J haue buylded houſes, planted 
viniardes, made gardeyns and oꝛchardes, repleniſhed them 
with all manner of fruites and trees, J made ſumptuous 
fiſhepondes, from whence J might water the beds of my 
ſwete bloſſomes, I kept ſeruants and handmaydes,and had 
a great houſchold, with great heardes of cattell, and flockes 
of ſhepe,aboue all others that had bene befoꝛe me in Hieru⸗ 
ſalem, J heaped vp golde and ſiluer, and the ſubſtaunces of 
kingdomes and pꝛouinces. J had ſinging men and muſitio- 
nes, t the delightes of the ſonnes of men, J had great pottes 
and pichers to powꝛe oute wine abundantly at the table, & 
B.. I 
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J extteded all man in welth which had bene befoze in Hie⸗ 
ruſalom , And when J turned vnto all that my handes had 
made, and vnto the laboꝛs and paynes wherein J had toyled 
« ſweat in vayne, I ſawe in all things vanitie « verſation 
of the mynde, and ß nothing was permanct vnder p Dunne, 

What and how many are the cares which tozment 
men, p thoughts which afflict the, the greekes which moleſt 
them, p dꝛeads which affliicht them, the tremblinge which 
toffeth them, the hozrour which amaſeth-them, the ſozowe 
which canſumeth them, the heauineſſe which onerchargeth 
(ht, and the troubles which ver themepoze and rich, maiſter 
and ferngunt, wedded man and bachelo2,(ts conclude gd 4 
add, all of then are difquieted with worldly tribulations, 
and troubled with wozldly difqiiietneſts, Vieleue Him that 
hath hav experyence, Ko if I be (fayth he wicked, then of 
right mape I (ay i woe be vnto Hig; Yea thoughe I be talk 
pet will J not hold vp my head, being tontinuallp topled 0 
affliction and miſery, 

The pie are pzeſſed With penurp, tozmented with 
trouble, thyꝛſt, honger, colde, and nakedneſſe, They ſeme 
vile, they are diſpiſed they crowch,and are ouerthzowne, 
(O miſerable eſtate of the begger . ) If they crane, 
they are confounded with ſhame, but if the crane not, they 
are conſumed with neede , And are cempelled by netel⸗ 
ſitie to begge. The woꝛſt ſo2te of them accuſe God as vne⸗ 
quall, becauſe he hath not rightly deuyded the welth of the 
wo2ld, they blame their neighboꝛ as vncquall alſo,becauſe 
be doth not miniſter vnto them lardgly, they diſdapn, mur⸗ 
mur and curſe, Compare and marke the ſentence of p wyſe 
man vpon this. Jt were better{ſayth he / to die then to nede, 
Pea the poꝛe ſhalbe alſo odious vnto his neighbour. All the 
dayes of the poꝛe are euell,fo2 his owne bꝛethꝛen hate him. 
Furthermoze his frends went farre from him. As is ſaid 

Cur fwerit felix, multos numerabis amicer 
Tempora ſi fwerims nubila ſolus er, 
Fye fo2 ſhame, the perſon is eſtemed acco2dinge to his fo 


tune, whereas foztune old rather be eſtemed * to 
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the perfon , A man is reputed as god as he is riche, and as 
euell as he is poze, Whereas he rather o:ght to be repu- 
ted, as riche as he is god, and as poꝛe as he is wicked, But 
the ritch man becommeth diſſolute by ſuperkluitie, and is 
vnbꝛydeled th2ough boaſt + vayne glozie. Ve runneth vnto 
all that is delightkull, and falleth into all that is vnlawful, 
yea thoſe thinges that were the attonementsecf faults,are 
become inſtrumentes of moze puniſhment and co2rection, 
Since labour in getting, feare in poſſeſüng, and greefe in lo⸗ 
ung the rot doe alwayes afflict and werie the mynde of man, 
Foz where thy treaſure is, there is thy hart alſo, but hereof Mat . 6, 
we will intreat and fpeake moze at lardge hereafter, The 
ſeruaunt wayteth, is wearied with charge and office, is af- 
fig ed with ſrripes, and beſpoyled of his riches , ez if he 
haue nothing he is compelled ts haue, and if he haue any 
thinge he is then tonſtrained nok to haue he maſters fault 
is the leruaunts pape, but the ſeruauntes fault is the ma⸗ 


ſters pape. 
Untcgnid delivant Rege, plertuntur Acbiui 6 
The wild alle is fayne to be the Lyons chaſe in the deſert, 


Do the poꝛe are the paſtures of the ritch men, © extreme 
bondage, nature made vs free, bit foztune appoenteth lerm⸗ TY 
tude, the leruaunt is conſtrapned to ſuffer and no man is 
ſuffered to haue compaſiton, he is compelled vnto lamenta⸗ 
tion, and no man is ſuffered to take any comyſcration on 
him. So that neyther is he his owne,nepther hath any other 
pertayninge vnto him. They are in a wiꝛetched caſe which 
folow cow2ts, fo2 it is miſerable to line vpon an other mans 
pꝛay aid ſpopie, It the 92d o2 maſter be cre will he muit be 
feared . Foz the wickedneſſe of his ſubiens and vaſſalls, 
If he be merke, it happeneth ofte that he is contempned 
though the mſolence and p2yde of his ſeruamtes . So 
that dꝛeade alflicteth him that is ſeuere, and vplenelle ſet⸗ 
teth light by hym that is merke and gentle, koꝛ erueltie 
bꝛeadeth hatred, and fampliaritie bꝛedeth contempte, 
kampliar care wearpeth, and domeſtycall carefulneſſe 
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moleſfeth , Foꝛ a man mult alwapes be readpe armed 
on all ſydes, that he may fo2eſe the (t:blilties of the mali⸗ 


tious, pꝛopulſe inturies, terrefpe enemies, and defend his 
ſubicces , Neither is the mallice of one day ſufficient fo: 
the ſame, but day vnto day vttcrith payne and labour, and 
one night ſheweth and teacheth carefulneſſe to another, ſo 
that the dayes of man are called labourſome , the nights 


are ſpent without ſleepe oꝛ quiet. 
If it be poſſible that fyer myght be kept from burning, 


of maryed & then may ficth alſo be kept from cocupiſence, foz how much 


vamaryed 
tolkes 


Mat. 19. 
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D Reg 12. 


1. Cor. 7. 


ſocuer it be puniſhed, yet can that lch eus be neuer expel⸗ 


ler, 
Natirã ex pe lat finca, licet vſg recurret. 

J will not [ſayth he) that all men vnderſtand this woꝛde, 
but he which can vnderſtand it, let him vnderſtãd it, Mher⸗ 
vpon when God him ſclfe had commaunded that Poyſes 
and Aron ſhould cloath them ſelues, with all the reſt of the 
apparell perteyning to the high Pꝛieſtes onely,he gaue no 
commaundement of the womens garments, but ſapd, that 
they (them ſelues)ſhould vſe the womens garments,twhen 
they went into the Tabernacle of witneſſe , The Apoſtle 
ſayth alſo : Deceue not one an other, vnleſſe it be by conſent 
fo2 a tyme, that you haue leyſure to p2ay, and then againe 
returne vnto the ſame, leaſt Sathan tempt you foꝛ your in⸗ 
continence. Fo2 it is better to marry then to burne. So that 
the Angels of Sathan doe ſi ght againſte continence, which 
tarnally pꝛycketh and pꝛouoketh, kyndling the fer of na⸗ 
ture, with the blaſtes of ſuggeſtion, putt fewel there vnto, 
geue leaue, and miniſter oppo:tunifie. Yea the Angell 
of Sathan doth fight by helpe of bewty, which ſodeynly ſene 
is eaſely deſpꝛed. Wherevpon when Dauid walked in the 


Tarraſe of the Ringes pallace after none, and beheld Ber⸗ 
ſabee waſhing hir ouer againſt him, he ſent foꝛ hir, and had 
hir, and lay with hir, foꝛ ſhe was an erceding faire woman, 
Likewiſe,he which hath a wyfe, is carefull foꝛ woꝛldly ry⸗ 


ches, and is troubled, Foz he is vexed aud toſſed, by many 
cares, 


| 
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tares, x is deuyded and toꝛne in peeces with ſundꝛy doubts, 
that he may get and adminiſter thinges neceſſary foz his 
wyfe, his childꝛen, his ſeruantes, and his handmaydes: Do 
that the tribulacions of the fleth haue ſuch thoughtes, The 
wyfe doth ſtryue to haue p2ecious Jewells, and change of 
apparrel, ſo that hir oꝛnamt᷑ts are often times moꝛe wozth 
then hir huſbands ſubſtance, Foz other wyſe by night 4 day 
the will moꝛne, ſighe, tattle, and murmure, There are thꝛet 
thinges that ſuffer not a man to abyde in his owne houſe. 
Smoke, Rapne, and an euil wyfe. She: ſayth ſhe (meaning 
by ſome of hir neighbo2s wyues ) goeth better apparreled, 
and is better eſtemed of all men. But J am moſt miſerable 
in all places where A come, and therefoꝛe am deſpiſed and 
contempned of all men. She will onely be loued + lawded, 
Affirming the loue of an other to be the hatred of hir : And 
the pꝛayſe of another,ſhe ſuſpecteth to be hir diſpzayſe.You 
mult lone all that ſhe loueth, and hate all that ſhe hatethe, 
She will haue the vpper hand and ouercome, but ſhe can- 
not abyde tobe ouercomen, She will not be mayſtred, but 
ſhe aſpyzeth to mayſter , She wold haue power to doe all 
thinges and would want nothing, 
If ſhe be fapꝛe, ſhe will eaſily be loued. If ſhe be foule,then 
is ſhe not caſily liked. But it is hardly kept which of many 
is deſy2ed. And it is greuous to poſſeſſe that which no man 
will vouchſafe to haue. One ſoliciteth the fapꝛe with liber- 
all gifts and rewards,an other wweth her by bꝛauerie. A⸗ 
nother by witt and pollicie, a nother with merry conceyts, 
and one way o2 other ſhe is caught, which is fo on all ſides 
beſeadged. An Aſſe, an Hoꝛſe, &bedd,a garment, a cuppe x 
a glaſſe, are pꝛouid firſt and then bought. But the wyke is 
ſcarcely ſeene ſo ſone,but that ſhe doth ſome wayes offend 
befo2e ſhe be maryed , And yet howſoener it happen, they 
mult be had. Whether'ſhe be foule, filthie, ſicke, foliſh, 
pꝛoude, wilfull, oz what fault ſoener ſhe haue, (but onely 
fo; fo:nication ) a wiefe maye not be put away from her 
zuſband, 
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Yea though he doe put hir away, he can not marry another. 
Neyther ſhe being put away, may be mar ried to any other, 
Fo2 whoſoeuer doc put away his wick, but onely fo2 foznt- 
cation, he maketh hir become an adultreſſe, and he whichs 
marrieth hir lyueth in adultry . Wherefo2e ik a wieke de- 
part from hir huſband, ſhe ought to remayne unmarried. 
Dꝛ elſe to be reconſiled to hir huſband, In like manner, the 
huſband ik he depart from his wiefe. So that the burthen of 
marrying is oucr weightie, ſo: as Salomon ſapth. Be is a 
fle and a wicked man which holdeth an adultreſſe. And 
he is the patrone of vncleaneneſle which couereth the fault 


of his wiefe. But if he put away his wiefe without cauſe 


be is punyſhed, bycauſe he is compelled(whtics ſhe iyueth) 
to liue ſole + contynent, Wherevpon the diſſinles of Chit 
did ſay, If ſuch be the cauſe bet weene man and wiefe, it is 
not conuenpent to marry. Who could euer abyde a cumpa⸗ 
nion in his cowch. Foꝛ onely ſulgicion doth veheuittly afflict 
a acllious man. Foz though it be werten: they ſhalbe two 
in one fleſh. Vet the gellowſy of the huſband lumereth not 
paciently any other in his flethe, 


Let not the wicked reioyte (ſayth the Lo2d) fo2 by what 


both of good ſocuer he ſinneth, by the ſame he is tozmented , Foz the 


and bad. 


woꝛme of conſcience ſhall neuer dye, 6 the fycr of reaſon 
ſhall neuer be put out. J haue ſeœne thoſe which wozke in⸗ 
iquities, and ſowe ſoꝛowes and inowe them againe,(by the 
bꝛeath of God) haue peryſhed, and with the ſpirite ef his 


_ waath they haue bene conſamed, P2y7de puffeth vp, En⸗ 


ny fretteth,covetouſnes pꝛycketh, wꝛath kyndvleth,p thꝛote 
vereth, lecherie and rypott diffelucth, lyinge ſhameth, and 
murther defileth and defameth,eucn ſo the reſt of the tokes 
of vices, and ſuche as are helpers and pꝛompters of 
men vato ſinne, are inſtrumentes of cozreccion and pu- 
niſhment vnto god, 
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IJnwidut alterins rebu; macreſcit egimis 
Innidia Siculi non inwentre Tann! 


Tormentwm man. 


Nice doth alſo toꝛrupt nature as the appoſtle witnefſeth, 
Which ſayth,they vaniſhed in their thoughts and their fo- 
liſhe hart was darkened, Wherefoze God cane them oucr 
to the de ſters of their hartes, and vnto vncleannefſe, that 
they might defile their owne bodyes with repꝛoches, they Timo .s. 
thought ſcoꝛne to haue god in their knowledge Do god hath 
delyuered them into a repꝛobate ſence, to doe thoſe thinges Heb , 11. 
which are not tonuenpent. But they which would line god⸗ 
ly in Chꝛiſt Jeſus, doe ſuffer perſecution . Jo2 the blefſed 
did try by experience, both ſtrppes + ſcoꝛnefull woꝛdes, yea, 
letters t impꝛiſonment. Were ſtoned, pourſewed, tempted Cor. rt. 
and dyed vpon the edge of the ſwoꝛd fo2 the loꝛd. They went 
about in ſherpes felles, in goates ſkynnes,nedy, afflicted, 
t miſerable, Fo: whome the wozlve was not pet wozthy, 
Straying in ſolitarie places, in mountaynes, e in dennes, 
and in taues of the carth, in daunger of flode, in daunger 
ef threues, in daunger cf the Jewes, in daunger of the 
Gentylles, and in daunger of faulſe brethren, In labour £ 
talamitie, in much watching, in hunger and thirſt in many 
neteſſities, and in cold, and nakedneſſe. Fo2 the iu ſte doth 
deny himſelfe, and crueifie his members, together with all 1e, 
vices and concupiſences, that the woꝛld may be crucified . 
vnto him, And he to the woꝛide. He hath here no place of eb. , 
aboade, but ſeeketh diligently foꝛ the heauenly habitation to 
come. Me ſuſteyneth the wozld as an erile, beinge ſhutt 
vp in his bodie, as in a pꝛyſon, ſayinge : J am an inhabi⸗ P 118. 
tour and a ſtranger in the earthe, as all my fo2cfathers 
haue bene. Foꝛgeue me that J may be caled befo2e J depart .es 
J will abyde no longer. Alas y my dwelling place ts pꝛo⸗ 
longed, 3 haue euer dwelled w the inhabitats of cedar + my r. 119. 
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ſowte hath remayned with them, Who is weakened and J 
am not weake 2 Who is weakened, and J am not vered. 
Fo: the ſinnes of the neighboꝛs are the refreſhinges of the 
ruſt. This is that watering place which Caleph gaus date 
his daughter Axa in dow2y, 

The lyfe of man vpon earth, is a warfare.,Pea is it not a 
right warfare, when manyfold enemies doe on euerp ſyde 
allaple it? that they may take man and perſecute him, and 
kyll him: the deuill and man, the woꝛlo and the fleſh. The 
deuill with vices and concupiſentes, man with beaſtes, the 
woꝛld with Elements, and the fleſh with the ſences. Foz 
the fleſh doth couet againſt the ſpirit, and the ſpirit againſt 
the fleſh . But we muſt not w2aftle againſt fleſh and bloud, 
but againſt the lyuely bꝛeathinges of wickedneſſe in hea- 
uenly thinges , and againſt the captatnes of theſe darck- 
nefſcs. Fo2 your aduerſary the deuill, goeth about lyke a 
roaring Lion,ſeking whome he may deuower , The fy2y 
dartes of the meſt wicked, are kindled, Death commeth in 
by the wyndowes,the eye doth robbe the Sowle, the whole 
woꝛld doth fight againſt the ſences,(that ts) nacton againſt 
nacion, kingedome againſt kingdome , great Earthquakes 
in many places, peſtilences, and hongers, tempeſtes, and 
terroꝛs from heauen , The Earth bꝛingeth foꝛth thoznes 
and thiſſells, the water,floddes and raging tempeſtes,the 
Apꝛe, thunder and great wyndes , the Fyer, lightninges 
and flaſh{ages.Saying,curſed be the Earth in thy wozks, 
it ſhall bꝛing foꝛth thoꝛnes and thiſſells vnto thee . With 
the ſweat of thy bzowes, thou ſhalt eate thy bꝛead, bntill 
thou reto.1rne to the Tarth, 5702 Earth thou art, and to the 
Earth thou ſhalt noe. The Boze out of the wade doth lye 
in waight,and the beſt fruites are deſtroyed, The Woulfe 
and the Beare, the Leopard and the Lyon, the Tyger and 
the wylde Alle, the Crocodyle and the Oryſten, the Ser⸗ 
pent x the Snake, the Adder and the BalTaliſke, the D2a- 
gon and the Ceracte,the Scoꝛpion, the Uyper,yea, Nittes, 
Lyſe, Fleas and Ants, Flyes and Gnats, —_— and 

ozncts, 
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Hoꝛnets, Fyſhe and Fowles . Foz whereas we are trea 
ted to beare rule ouer py Fythes of the Mea, and the fowles 
of the Apze, and all lyuing creatures, which moue vpon the 
Earth. Now we are geuen as a pzaye fo2 them, and are 
made fade fo2 their mouthes . Foz it is wzytten, J will dcue. 5: . 
ſend the teeth of wylde beaſtes againſt them, with the fu- 
ry of Serpents, and things which glyde vppon the Earth. 

Unhappy man that J am , who ſhall deliuer me out of of the prifon 
the body of this death ? Durely man would be bꝛought out of the Sowte. 
of pꝛyſon, and would depart out of his body. Foz the body Nom. 7 
is the pꝛiſon of the Sowle. Wherevpon the Pſalmiſt ſaith, 
WB2ing my ſowle out of pzyſon , No reſt no2 quictneſſe, no 
peace noꝛ ſecuritie , at any tyme , On all ſpdes feare and 
trembling,and on all ſides labour and payne, Flelh ſhall be 
ſoꝛowful, euen whyleſt it lyueth,and the ſowle ſhal mozne 
and lament ouer it ſelfe. 

Who had euer yet a whole day pleaſant in his delight, Of the — 
who in ſo:ne part thereof the guiltineſſe of conſience, the neſſe of mir 
feare of anger and feirceneſſe , 02 the motion of concupi⸗ 4 
ſence hath not troubled: whome the ſwelling of enuie, the | 
earneft deſyer of couetouſneſſe , 02 the puffing vp of pzyde 
bath not vered e Whome ſome loſſe oz offence,o2 paſſidn, 
hath not diſquieted ? and to conclude, whom neither ſight, 
no: hearing, oꝛ ſome thing that touched, dyd not offend, 

Rara atus in terris m grog ſumuilma Signo. 
Herken herevpon , vnto the ſaying of the wiſe man: Be⸗ ede. 1. 
twene moꝛning (ſayth he) and night, the tyme ſhalbe chan- 
ged. Uayne thoughts and cogitacions do one ſuctede ano- 
ther, the mynde is w2apped into ſundzy conceytes. They 
houlde the Tymbꝛell and Lute in thepꝛ handes , and they lob. 21 
reioyte at the ſounde of the D2gannes,they leade they? life 
in iollytie, and af the twincke of an eye, they goe downe in- 
to hell. Alwapes ſome ſodeyne ſoꝛzrowes do ſuctede and fo⸗ 
low after woꝛldly ioye: and he which beginneth in ioye, en⸗ 
deth in griefe , Foꝛ the woꝛldlp felicitie is mingled with 
many ſoꝛrowes and charpe miſhappes, as he well knewe 
B. v. which 
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Job. 1. which ſayd, They laughter tall be mingled with ſozrow,s 
lamt᷑ taciõ comes in thend of retovcing, This did the ſonns 
Pro.14- &@child:cnof zobe wel trye, who whiles they did cat £ d2ak 
wine inthe houſe ok their eldeſt bꝛother, ſodepnly a vehe⸗ 
ment wynde bꝛake in from the deſart country, z ſtrake the 
foure toꝛners of the houſe, which fell do wne and oppꝛelled 
the all, Whereby their father ſayed, not without iuſt cauſe: 
lob 30 My harp is tourned into lamentacion,+ myne oꝛgane pyps 
Eccle, 7, into the voyce of weepers # mourners , ut it is better to 
go vnto the houſe of weping + lamentacion,then to þ hous | 
| ſes of banqueting, Geue care and marke a holſome admos | 
Eccle 1. Nicio, In p day ef reioycing a god foꝛtune, be not vnmidfull 
Ividem.2.. of miſhaps.Remfber þ latter daies + thou ſhalt neuer ſin, 
Of che neigh- Alwapyes the laſt day is the firſt,and yet the firſt daye is 
; 4692 1:50 ot neuer reputed fo2 the laſt, yet we ſhould fo liue, as though 
marks we were euer ready to dye. Foꝛ it is w2itten, Be mynde⸗ 
cdi ge ful and remember, that death will not long tarry from thee, 
time paſſeth away, 4 death appꝛocheth. A thouſand peares 
befoꝛe p eyes of him Þ dyeth, are as yeſterday, which paſſed 
away, Fo2 all thinges to come do grow and renew,and al- 
waies thinges pꝛeſent do dye and fade, And whatſoencr is 
palt is altogether dead. Then we dye alwaies, as long as 
we lyne,+ then (at length) we leaue dying, when we leaue 
to lyue any longer, Zhercfo2e it is better to dye vnto lyfe, 
then to lyue vnto death. Where vpon Salomon ſaride , 4 
Kecle « 4. haue moꝛe pꝛayſed the dead then the liuinge, and haue ac⸗ 
counted him moꝛe then bothe; which was neuer bone 
Life flicth (wiftly away, and cannot be held back, and death 
followcth inſtantly, and will not be topped, This is then 
that wonderfull thing: that the moꝛe it groweth, the moꝛe 
it decrenſeth, and the further that life pꝛocedeth, fo much 
the neerer it dꝛeweth vnto an ende. 
Of the rerror The time which is graunted and lent, foꝛ quiet 4 reſt, 
ct dicames. i not ſuffered to be quiet. Fo2 d2cames affriahi vs, and vi⸗ 
ſions do ver + trouble vs. And though they be not in derde 


(o:0wful oz terrible, 52 labaurſome, which dꝛeamers da 
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dꝛeam, yet are they in deed,made ſoꝛowful, affrighted, we - 
ried thereby. Jn ſo much, y ſome tunes men wepe in their 
lleepe t d>cams,ycazt being awaked,are pet excedigly vex- 
ed. Park what Elephas Thematices ſaith, vpon this poynt: Jn 
the hoꝛrible dꝛead of a viſion by night, (ſaith he)feare 4 tre- 


- bling came vpon me, e al my bones quaked fo2 d2ead,+ whe 


* 
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þ ſpy2it paſſed ouer in my pꝛeſẽce, the here of my fleſh ſtove 
right vp fo2 fear,Coſider vpon py woꝛds of Jobe, which ſaith 
If JI ſay that my bed ſhal yeld me quiet t comfozt,+ that J 
ſhal be releued whileſt J talke w my ſelfe in my couch, the 
wilt thou terrific me in dꝛeams, + wilt ſtrik me whozronr 


in viſions.Nabuchodonoſot id a dꝛeam 92 viſio, which trou- p,,, ,. 


bled x terreſied him maruelouſly , And the viſto of his head 
did amaze t ver him. Many cares do follow d2cams,+ wher 
many dꝛeames be, there are ail many vanities, Dꝛeames 
haue cauſed many men to vo amille, they haue been ouer- 
thꝛowen whileſt they truſted in the, Foz often times filthie 
Images do appere in d2eains, by the which, not onely the 
fleſh is polluted by nightly illuſtõs, but alſo the ſowl is ther 
with blotted and d2fyled, Whizercvpon our Loꝛde God ſpea⸗ 


keth in the Leuiticall ;awes,ſaying; If there be emongeſt Leut. 1 


you any man whicy is polluted in his nightly ſlerpe, let him 
goe foꝛth cf the tents, let im not return vutil he be waſh- 
ed with water in the euening. And after the Sunne ſet, let 
him retoꝛne into the tents, 


With how great ſo2row are we troubled, E with how of compaſſis 


great trembling are we ſtriken when we feele o2 vnderſtãd 
the loſes oz damages of any our frends, oꝛ dꝛead the perils 
of our kinſfolke ? part̃ts:? many times a whole ma is moꝛe 
troubled with feare then a icke man is with his infirmitie, 
Some one man is of a voluntary wil moꝛe afflicted the af- 


tliqtid of ſoꝛrow, thẽ ſome ther vn willing is though 5 foꝛce 
: effect ot the lagniſhing paine:that ſaying of þ poet is true. 


Res eff ſoliciti plena timoris Amor. 


' Whoſe bꝛeaſt is ſo bꝛaſen, oꝛ whoſe hart ſo ſtony hard, hut 
he will ſigh and grone, and ſhed trickling teares, when he 
beholdeth 
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beholdeth the deathe o: grenous hurt o2 ficknefſe of his 
neighbour o2 frende 2 who can refrapne from haning com⸗ 
paſſion on the paſſionate , oz from lamentinge with him 
that lamentch 2 Jeſus him lelfe when he ſawe Mary and 
the zewes that came with hir vnto the Depulchze weping, 
became vexed in his ſpirit, 4 troubled with in his mynde, x 
wept, Percaſe not bycauſe he was dead, but rather,bycauſe 
( beinge dead) they reuoked him to behold the miſeries of 
liefe. But let him acknowledge himſelfe blamefully hard 
harted, and hardhartedly to be blamed which be wayleth the 
toꝛpoꝛ all death of his freind and neuer lamenteth foz þ ſpi⸗ 
rituall death of his ſowle, 
Of ſodeyne Piſhapes fall ſodeynly when they are leaſt ſuſpected 02 
wiſhappes, loked foꝛ. Hodeynly talamytie ruſheth in at doꝛes, ſickneſſe 
inuadeth a man, and death ſteppes in, whome no man can 
Pro, 27. eſkape. Thereſoꝛe boaſt not of to moꝛowe, ſynce thou know- 
eſt not to what thend of the pꝛeſent day may bꝛing thee to. 
Eccle.z3, A man knoweth not his ende, but euen as fiſhes are caught 
with the hoke and byꝛdes with ſnares and gynnes, ſo are 
men caught and ſnatched vp in the euell tyme. Whey they 
are come to that whereof they might long befoze haue be- 
wared, 
Of the in- The Induſtry of the Phiſicons cold neuer yet ſince þ 
mumerable begynninge of the wozld, ſearch out ſo manie kyndes of 
wats, © diſeaſes,no2 ſo many ſundzy loztes of paſſions, as the frail 
tie of man could ſuſtaine x indure. hal J tearm it a tolle ra⸗ 
ble intollerableneſſe, oz an vntollerable tolleracion: oz ſhal 
better put them both togethers? Foz J mult call it vntol⸗ 
lerable, haning regarde to the bitte rneſſe of diſeas. And tol- 
lerable J muſt terme it, fince it is of neceſſitie to be ſuffered, 
So frb day to dap, moꝛe : moꝛe, the nature of man is cozrup-s 
ted and made weaker . In ſuch ſozte, as many medecyens 
which in tymes paſte were holcfome, are nowe ( th2zowe 
the deſceyt of mans nature ) deadly and daungerous fo bs 


recepued, Foz both theſe kyndes of woꝛldes doe nowe war 
3uld. That is to ſay, 
Macrocoſmm, 


r 
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Macrocoſmus,and Microcosmus, which is to ſay, the greater 
woz2ld,x the leſſer woꝛld. And the longer that lyfe doth ling⸗ 
er in cyther of them, ſo much the wozſe is nature in each of 
them,troubled and vexed. 

What ſhould J ſay of the w2etched offendo2s, which are or ſundtye 
puniſhed with innumerable kindes of tozmentes : They kindes of tore 
are beaten to death with malles, they are thꝛuſt thꝛoughe ment. 
with ſwo2des, burned with flames of fyer, ouerwhelmed 
with ſtones, they are twytched in peeces with tonges, and 
hanged vpon gibbettes, w2ung with mannacles,and ſcour- 
ged with whyppes, bounde in cheynes, faſtened in ſnares, 
th2uſt down into darke dungeons, Starued with faſtinges, 
thzowne downe hedlonges , dzowned, flayed, and pulled in 
peces,quartered,and ſome tymes ſmothered, Zhoſe which Hier. ry . 
are condemned to death, dye, thoſe that are put to the ſwo2d 
mult ſuffer there with, thoſe which are iudged to famiſhe, 
mult ſterue, and thoſe which are put into captiuitie muſt 
indure it, Crewel iudgement, outragious puniſhment, and 
ſo:owfull ſight to be holde. They are made a pꝛay foz the 

Byꝛdes of the Ayꝛe, the be aſtes of the feild, and fiſhes of the 
ſea. Alas, alas, alas.) miſerable mothers, which bꝛought 
fo:th ſuch miſerable and vnhappy childꝛen . Therefoꝛe J 
haue thought god to repete that hozrible fan which Jo⸗ 
ſephus doth diſcribe in the ſeige of Hieruſalem. 
A certayne woman, being both foꝛ bloud and wealth ho- Or. horrible 
* nourable , dyd paciently beare and abyde the iniſery of the g that a 
ſeige, with the reſt that were fled into the citie of Hieruſa⸗ woman dyd 
lem, and the ty2antes dyd ſtraightwapes inuade the rem- to cate hir 
naunt of hir ſubſtaunce which ſhe bꝛought with hir from » e childe. 
hir houſe into the Citie. Pea, it any thing pet remayned of 
hir aboundaun t riches, whereby ſhe might pozely ſ: faire 
hir with dayly fode , the Captaynes of the ſedicious, ruſh⸗ 
ing in at tymes, dyd take it from hir by foꝛce. Wherevpon 
the woman by this outragious dealing, was dꝛyuen into a 
certapne diſdayne, euen as it were into a fury. So that mas» 
ny times ſhe pꝛouoked the ſedicious ſpoylers with repꝛoch⸗ 
| full 
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full woꝛdes andcurſes to haue killed hir. But when as no 
man either of pittie oꝛ of furious fierceneſſe would diſpatch 


hir, and yet as faſt as ſhe ſought,fo2 any thinge to comfozt 
hir, there came others which ſought as faſt to take it from 
hir, and hir plentie began now to fayle hir,Yonger which 
ſtoke in hir bowells,and the marrowe of hir bones (beinge 
dꝛyuen into fury,by pinching of neede and famyne / did dꝛiue 
molt wicked councell into hir mynde, and armed hir againſt 
the very enſtinc of nature, Fo2 ſhe had a young childe ſuck- 
ing at hir pappes, whom beholding, ſhe ſayde:D ſonne, thon 
art the vnhappie childe of a moꝛe vnhappie mother, Foz in 
warre, fampne, and ſpoyle, of wicked robbers and theues, 
foz whome ſhall J reſerue thee : ſince although thou migh⸗ 
teſt hope foꝛ lyfe,yct ſhouldeſt thou be yoked in the bondage 
of the Romaynes, Wherefo2e come: O my childe, and be- 
come fade foꝛ thy mother, fury and rage fo2 theſe ſpoplers 
and tyꝛants, and an hiſtoꝛy vnto the poſteritie,of ſuch cruel⸗ 
tie, as elſe onely ſhould haue lacked in the ouerth2ow of the 
jJewes, This ſaped, ſhe killed hir childe immediatelp, x layd 
it to the fyer, and roſted it, whereof ſhe eate part, and part 
ſhe reſerued. But beholde, ſtraight waies the ſedicious ſpots 
lers ruthed in, hauing ſmelt the ſinoke of the roſted meate, 
and thꝛeatned hir with death, vnleſſe ſhe would bꝛing foꝛth 
the meate which they ſmelt, and the ſayde, I haue reſerued 
euen the beſt part foꝛ vou, fetching out the reſt of the childes 
members which ſhe had ſet vp in ſtaze. But immediately, 
an ho2rible dꝛead inuaded them, to beholde it, and their 
tongues ſtoke faſt in their mouthes (as it were) with the 
ſ@daine conſideracion of hir hard hart. Then ſhe with a 
terrible countenance,becomming nioze tcrryble and fierce 
then the ſpoylers earſt were,ſayde vnto them: This is my 
ſonne, my burden, and my deeve , cate you now of it, foz 1 
haue firſt cate of him, which I bare in my body, 15e neither 
moꝛe pittiful then a mother,no2 moꝛe tender harted then a 
woman, But if pittie ouercoine you,and pou deteſt the meat 


which % haue pꝛepared foz vou, and which 3 haue * bes 
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foze vou, behold J will eate thereof againe in your pꝛeſence. 
Vere with they being abaſhed and trembling, departed, and 
left vnto the miſerable mother, this onely diſhe, ol all that 
ſhe had left in Hieruſalem. 

Let no man truſt oz put confidence , that he is free from Howe ſome 
any puniſhment oꝛ payne, e that ſtandith let him beware nc. 1 c. 
that he fall not. Foz often times the innocent is condemp- aiſhed & the 

ued, and the nocent is abſolued,the godly is puniſhed, and gyltie is abſol 
the vngodly is honozed, Jeſus was crucified, and Bar ued. 
rabas was let loſe , At theſe dayesa manof quiet Nom. 11. 
is holden fo2 an vap2ofitable man, a religious 
man fo2 an hipocrite, and a ſimple man 
fo a fole. Foz the ſimplicitie of the iuſt 
man is mocked and laughed to 
| ſko2ne,as a dym ſhining 
lampe, in the opinion 
We? of the rich 
| men, 
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TJ Vere are th2e things which doe pꝛyncipal⸗ 
A ly,affect mfnes myndes, Riches, delightes, 
and honowꝛes. Ok ritches lewdneſſe, of de- 
s lightes filthyneſſe, and of honoz vainencſſe, 
4 doth pꝛoctede. And herevpon þ apoſtle John 
* ſapth: Lone neyther the woꝛlde no2 thoſe 
17032 -2- thinges that are in it. Fo2 whatſoeuer is inthe wozld, is 

the concupiſence of the fleſhe, and the concupiſence of ſuch 
thinges as we behold with our eyes, and the pꝛyde of this 
lyfe . The concupiſence of the fleſhe pertayneth to volup- 
tuous defiers , Concupiſence of that we ſ& pertapneth 
vnto the riches of the wo2zlde, And the pꝛyde of this lyfe 
pertayneth vnto honoures, Ritches ingender and b2eede 
couctouſneſſe and gready deſtre, together with aniggardly, 
mynde, Uoluptuous deſires bz&ede glottonie and lecherie, 
and honours bꝛeede pꝛyde. 
of couetouſ- Then is there nothinge moze wicked then a couetous 
neſſe. man, noꝛ any thing moꝛe vniuſt miſcheuous then to loue 
mony. Theſe be the woꝛdes of the wiſe man, which the ap⸗ 
. Tim. 6. poſtle confirmeth ſayinge : What would theſe riche men 
bꝛing to paſſe ? they fall into temptation and into the ſnares 
of the Deuill, and into mante deſires which are both vn⸗ 
p:ofitable and harmefull : The which doe plonge 4 dꝛo wn 
a man in hell,deſtruction,and perdition. Fo2 couetouſneſſe 
is the rote of all euills, it commytteth theftes,and ſacrile⸗ 
ges, it exerciſeth ſpoylinge and taking of pꝛapes, it maketh 
warres and committeth murders, and manſlaughters , it 
lpeth + ſclleth with ſimony, it craueth t receiueth vniuſtlp: 
it deuyſcth craftes and vſeth ſubtilties, it fayleth couenant 
and bꝛeaketh othes, coꝛrupteth witneſſes, and peruerteth 
: the Judge in his Judgementes, 
mußte. Ame in that auangelital P2ophet Eſay,where he ſaith: 


rdes. 
Il. . All men loue re wardes, t follow bzybes, They * ſen⸗ 
uce 


Of the blame 
full & culpa- þ7 
ble proce- 
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tence fo2 the D2phane,and the widowes cauſe cometh not 
befo2c them, They goe not befo2e their bꝛibes, foꝛ they iudge S 
not fo: the loue of Juſtice and righteouſeneſſe, but their 
bꝛibes and rewards goe befoꝛe them, becauſe they in dge fo 
loue of mony, o a!wayes they follow pꝛompſes, hope and 
Iybcraltie . And therefoze they geue no ſentence fo2 the 
puppll oꝛ D2phan, at whoſe handes they hope neyther fo 
pꝛomiſe noꝛ rewards. O vinfaythfull Peinces, and theenes 
fellowes, whoſocuer you be, that loue rewards, and folow 
bꝛybes. Vou ſhall neuer ſhake a bꝛybe out of your hand, vn- 
leſte you ſhutt couetouſneſſe out of your bꝛeſt. It is of your, 
that the Pꝛophet ſayth: The P21nces of that people are 
lyke vnto wolues, which greedelp take their pꝛape, and co⸗ 
netouſely followe gapnes. Their Pꝛinces did geue indge⸗ 
ment fo2 rewards, and their Pꝛieſtes did teach koꝛ lucre, x 
their Pꝛophets did deupne fo2 monp. Behold, our Loꝛd god 
by Poyſes, did commaund in the lawe, ſaying. Thon ſhalt 
conſtitute x appoynt Judges, and maiſtersin all thy gates, beute. 
that they may rightfullp iudge the people, and neyther de- 
clyne to the one hande, noꝛ to the other. Thou ſhalt haue no 
reſyect vnto y perſon, noꝛ his rewards, Fo2 rewards blyude 
the eyes of the wyſe, and charge the woꝛdes of the iuſte. 
But thou ſhalt iuſtly pourlew that which is inſte, and thou 
ſhalt lyue. De termeth here two thinges. Juſt: + iuſtlp. Fo: 
ſome me poarſe bo, things which are iuſt, iuſtly: + ſon others 
pourſew things which are vmuſt, vmuſtly: agayne ſome 
purſe bo iuſt thigs vntuſtly,⁊ ſom parſe vniuſt things iuſtly 
Woe be vnto you, which be coꝛrupted with rewardes, rthe accep- 
02 fayze woꝛds / v tarted away either w lone 02 hatred. Doe dien of es 
p2onounce god foꝛ enill,+ euill foꝛ god Makuig light darke- ſons. 
neſſe « darkeneſſe light. Killing + mozfifying ſowles which Efai. 15+ 
dye not, + reutuing ſoules which liue not, fo2 you neuer re⸗ 
garde the wozthpneſſe of the cauſe, but the woꝛthynelle of 
the perſon, Not the lyfe but the rewards, not iuſtice, but 
nony. Not 9 which reaſon perſwadeth,but 9 whervnto will 
u affectionat, Not Þ which d 7 doth vetermin, but p which 
J. | pour 
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your mynde doth defire, Yon doe not inclyne your myndes fo 
rich(coutnefſe, but you bend righteouſneſſe accozding to 
your myndes. Not to thend that you ſhould luſt to doe what- 
ſocucr is lab full, but that it maye be lawfull to doc what⸗ 
ſoeuer you luſt , You haue neuer ſo ſymple an eye in pou, 
that all the body maye thereby ſhyne and be bꝛight. But 
you alway put to ſome leauen which marreth all your dowe. 
Bou neglect the cauſe of the poꝛe man, and the ritch mans 
cauſe, you folow toeth and nayle. Towards the one, vou ex⸗ 
tend rygoꝛ, and towards thother, vou vſe gentill diſpenſati⸗ 
on, Pou reſpec thone with great difficultie, and thother pou 
handle with great fauour , The one von harken vnto but 
lleightly, and neglygently, and thother you bende care vnto 
willingly, The poꝛe man cryeth out, no man heareth him. 
The ritch man doth but whiſper, + cuery man harkeneth, 
UWhiles the ritch man ſpake al! men kept filence, and his 
wo2des were extolled vp to the ſkyes, The poꝛe man ſpake 
and the people ſaped, who is this? And if he tell them, they 
will ouerthzowe him. The patient man cryeth out vpon 
wꝛonge and no man heareth him, he cryeth cut alowde w 
his voyce, z there is no man to geue ſentence, Pea if at any 
tyme you vndcertake the poze mans cauſe, vou delape them 
lyngeringly. But when you haue taken in hand the cauſe of 
the ritch man, then you further it with all erpedicton . You 
deſpiſe p poꝛe, and honour the ritch. Zhcſe you ryſe vnto re⸗ 
uerently,but thoſe other, you ſpozne fro vou with dyſpight. 
Tf any man with a gouldẽ ringe on his finger, 4 gallant gar- 
mtts doe come into your cloyſtere, ⁊ apo:c man allo come in 
with a homely garment, if you loke vpon him that is well 
clothed + ſaye ſit y hare alofte,+ then ſay vnto the poꝛe ſtãd 
p ther oꝛ ſit downe vnder p fate ſtole of my feete:do you not 
now iudge aco2ding to your owne affectios? ⁊ betõe þ iudges 
of wicked thoughts? fo2 of you + againſt you p P2ophet ſaith, 
They are maanified,they are become ritch, they are wel fat⸗ 
ted, and become greaſy, they haue neyther vnder taken the 
Dzphanes cauſc, no: genen ſentence foꝛ the poze — . 
u 
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But it is cõmaunded in the lawe. That there be no reſpect Deut. 1. 
of perſons, but heare the mall, al well as the great. ou ſha!l 
haue no reſpecte to any mans perſon , Foꝛ the iudgement 408.10. 
appertaineth to god. And ther is no refpectof perſons w god. 

But you neither geue fanour fauourably x franckly, noꝛ Of the ſelling 
doe iuſtice iuſtly. Fo2 viileſſe ſomewhat be felt, nothinge ts H uttice, 
delt. Neither can you geue well vnleſſe you ſc!l, Ofte tymes 
you defer iuſtice ſo longe, that you take moze then the whole 
from them, which mayntained the contention . Btcauſe 
the charge of expences is gerater, then the wo2the of the 
ſentence , But what can you anſwere in the ſtryct dape 
of iudgement, vnto him which commaundeth you ſapinge. 

Freely vou haue taken: and fralp gene , Gaynes in the Mach. ta. 
coffer, bzinge loſſe any dammage in the conſcience, Yorr 

catche after mony but von entangle your ſowles And har 
doth it p2ofit a man if” he gayne,all the whole worlde, and 46. 
purchaſe dampnation fo2 his ſoule: O; what exchaunge 

ſhall man make fo2 his ſowle: Che bꝛother fa! not redeente ru 
the bꝛother, a man ſhal not appeaſe god loꝛ himſel,no2 gee 
him the pꝛice ok his redemption , Me hath tabourcd fo2 c- 

uer and he ſhall lone vntull the later end. Gene care © 

you rich men, what the Appoſtle Janes ſapthe agaynſt 

you , Goe to nowe, pe ritche men. Wiwpe and howle in 1499.5 
your nitfcries which Hail happen vnto vou. Pour riches are 
putrificd Your gave garments are eaten with mothes. 

Pour gold ⁊ ũluer is become ruff, And the ruſt thereof ſhal- 

be a witneſte avant pon, and ſhall fret and confume pour 

fiefh lyke fper Pau haue hoꝛded vp vnfo your ſelfe wiathe 

t anger in the latter daye. Behould and harken, the wages 

of pour wozkemen which wꝛought x tylled your groundes, 

that pou planted dot} crye. And the novſe therof hath pearl? 

the cares of the Loꝛzde of Dabaoth , Therefoꝛe ths trueth x14. g, 
— — = lay vp foꝛ your ſelues treaſures in 

earty, where ruſt eateth , and mothgg coꝛrupt. and where „ 
theeues dige it vp and fteale it. . 1 * 


O vnqueachable Fyer , and vnſatiable couetauſneſc. o e- 
Ci, what 10:5 
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what couetous man was euer yet contented with his firſt 
deſire 2 when he obtapneth to that which he deſired the de- 
freth moꝛe, he alwayes ſetteth his end in thinges which he 
mult haue. And not in things which he hath already. The 
Fecle. «, cye cf a couetous man is vnſatiable. And he is not to be (atil- 
Pro.zz, fied with his iniquit ies. A couetous niggard ſhall not be c6- 
tented with his mony. And he which loueth riches ſhall re⸗ 
teiue no fruite thereof, Hell and deſtruction are neuer filled. 
No moꝛe are the vnſatiable eyes of men . The blodſucker 
hath two daughters which ſap, Affer Nam. Bꝛynge, foz, 
Creſcit auer nhummi quantum ipſu pecunta creſcir. 
Wilt thou (D couctous wzetch F know wherefeze thou 
Wherfore the art alwaycs emptie, and art neuer filled? marke then, Thy 
ene, meaſure is neuer full, Which-whatſocuer it houldeth, yet 
beſatiſiics, is it capable of moze , But the humble mynde is capable of 
» Cor s gad. Bicauſe he which cleaueth faſt vnto god, is one ſpirit w 
god. Do p whatſocuer then it houldeth, it is neuer full, vnleſſs 
it haue god, of whome it is alwayes capable. Then if thou 
wilt be ſatiſſied, leaue to be conetous , Fo2 as long as thou 
art couetous, thou canſt not be ſatiſfied, Fo2 ther is no c<- 
pariſon of light vnto darkeneſſe, noꝛ of Chꝛiſt vnto Beltall, 
Synce no man can ſerue both God, and mamon, 
Of the faulſe © falſe felicitie of riches, whiche doth in deede make 
mam ol the riche man an vnhappie childe , Foz what is moze bn- 
ot +6 happie then the welthe and abundaunce of this woz!de, 
whiche is cauled riches 2 The ritche and the poꝛe are 
oppoſytes , and contraryes , But pet the welthe of the 
ce, g. Wotlde doth not take away, but b2inge the nardync ſle. Foz 
moꝛe ſuffiſeth: ſayth Salomon, A little vnto a poꝛe man, 
then much aboundaunce vnto a riche man. Foz whereas 
much riches are, there are many alſo to catc the ſame , 
owe many and how greate are the higher powers, which 
hauc nd&de 2 Wo as (by my ſelfe) J can often fynde 
experpence, that welthe maketh not a man ritche, but 
needie. 


very !cs a- Vowe many beth couetouſneſſe ſeduced , And Howe 
many 
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many moꝛe hath this miſerable niggardlines oucr thꝛowne, eainft cone 
and caſt awaye . The Aſſe, condempneth name Bicauſe touſneſle, 
being oner come, with the conetouſneſſe cf their faire p2omy 1 Num. 22. 
ſes, he vndertoke to curſſe. The people of Iſracll did lone 2 
Acham,bicauſe he toke gold and ſiluer foꝛ the offerings, Na- Key + 
both was llapne, that Achab might poſſcſſe his vyneard, 

Giezt was ryken with lepꝛoſp bicauſe he aſked and recey- 

ued — and gold and garmentes, vnder the name of He⸗ 

liſeus. Judas dtd hange himſelf in a halter, bitauſe he ſould + 

betrayed Chꝛiſt.Ananias and Saphira dyed ſoveynty bicauſe 

they went about to beguyle p Appoſtles of the pꝛice of their 

feild, Tirus did buyld his treaſury and heaped vp ſiluer ivke 

earth, gold lyke vnto p claye of þ ſtrertes But behould, the Zach. 9 
Loꝛd ſhall poſſeſſe it. And ſhall ſtrpke the ſtrength thercof in 

the Seas, and it ſhall be deuoured with fyer, 

W hy ſhould any man goe about to heape to gether, when Of che ſuper- 
he which doth heape together, can not longe ſtand noꝛ con⸗ fluons care- 
tine we: fo2 lyke vnto a flower he commeth fo2th and is — -o we 
| ſhaken, And flyeth away lyke vnto a ſhadowe, neuer conti- „tous. 
newinge in one eſtate. Te herefoꝛe ſhould he deſper muche lob. 14. 

8 when as little may ſuffiſe him: Jf we haue (ſayth the Ap⸗ 1. Tim. 6. 
f poſtle meat, dꝛynck, and cloth, let vs there with be con⸗ 
tented, wherefo2ze ſhould man ſeeke necefſarie thinges with 
ö great carefulneffe, when as they p2offer themſclues with- 
0 out any great diſficultte 2 harken what the fruth ſayth vp6 
this poynt: Be not carefull, ſaying what ſhall we eate, 02 Math.6. 
* 3 wWhatſhall we dꝛyncke 702 where with ſhall we be conered? 
y Foz your he auenlp father doth know that vou hane neede of Luke 22. 
2 all theſe thinges , But firſt ſerke you the kingezome of hea- 
„ uen,+ then all thinges ſhalbe geuen vnto you, Foz 4 neuer 
3 ſawe the iuſt foꝛſaken, no: his ſcede begging his bꝛead. 
» 3 Tanralusts theirſty in p myddeſt of þ water, the couetous of couctous- 
b man is ne dy in p myddeſt of his welth, Tinto whom aſmuch neſſe. 
0 auapleth y which he hath not, as p which he hath . Since he 
it neuer taketh p youſe of ᷣ which he hath gotten. But fill is 
2 gredily bent vp6 p getting of moze. Salomon ſayth: Ve is 
FE |} C. iii. lyke 
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tyke vnto a ritch man whe he hath nothing, he is lyke bnts 
a pe2e man when he is ouer whelmed with much rytches, 
Both the ſicke man and the couetous man eateth g diſgeſteth 
not. Recepucth and reſtozeth not. A conetous man doeth 
neyther take compaſſion on them that ſuffer,noz helpeth noz 
pittieth them which are in miſery , But offendeth God, Df- 
fendeth himſelfe, and offendeth his neighbour, Foz from 
god he withhouldeth that which is due. To his neighbour 
be denpeth that which is neceſſary , And from himſelfe 
be conuepeth that which is moſt conuenyent. Unthanckfull 
to god, wicked to his neighbour, and crewell vnto himſclfe, 
Subſtance is to no purpoſe fo2 a couetons and nigardly ma, 
And to what end ſeructh gold, in the handes of an enuious 
man: he which is euill vnto himſelfe, howe ſhall he be god 
vnto others? and he ſhall not retoyce in his ſubſtaunce. Ve 
which hath the wealth of this woꝛld, and ſceth his b2other 
in neceſſitic, and ſhutteth vp his ſtoze from him, howe doeth 
the loue and charytie of god dwell in him? Fo2 he loueth not 
his neighbour as hunſelfe, But letteth him periſhe ſoꝛ neede 
# pouertie . Neyther doth he loue god aboue all thinges, 
But p2eferreth gold, and moꝛe eſteemeth ſpluer , 

The Appoltle doth well defyne conetonſneſſe, ſapinge: 
Couetouſueſſe is the bondage oꝛ ſeruice of Jdoles , Foz as 
the Joolater doth ſerue the Jmmage oꝛ IJdoll: So doth the 
couetous man ſerue and attend his gold. Fo? as the Jdola- 
tour doth diligently ampliſie the honour and ceremonies of 
Jdolatry, euen ſo doth the couetous man willingly increaſe 
the heapes of his mony. Chat one with all diligence decketh 
and wo:ſhipeth the Idoll, and that other with all care & 
ntede, doth heape his treaſure , That one putteth his hope 
in Idolatrie, and that other putteth his hope in his ritches. 
That one is affeard to hurt the Image oz Jdoll, and 
that other is affeard to demyniſhe his treaſury, 

A couetous man is pꝛompt to crane, flowe to gene, and 


perticsofa hould to denie. It he ſpende any thing, he thincks þ he loſeth 
pune mA all, He is heaup, cõmplaꝑpning t wayward, being 1 
et 
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fighceth and is vexed. He is doubtful when he hath moff,x he 
diſpatcheth all thinges with an euill will We doth magnifte 
and extoll that which is already geuen . Vut difpyteth and 
vylefyeth that which muſt be geuen . Me geucth to gayne 
but he gayneth not to gyue . Ve is liberall vpon another- 
mans purſſe, and ſparing of his owne , Ve pincheth his 
belly to fill his coffer, and punyſheth his body to pamper 
his pui ſle. Bis hand ſerueth not to gene that Which is ga- x16. 46. 
thered, but torcepue that which is reached vnto him. To 
conclude, the ſubſtaunce of the vniuſt man ſhalve dꝛyed vp 
lyke vnto a puddle ,Fo2 he which doth enuil heape together, 
will ſone diſperſe it. A ii ſt iudgement of god. That ſuche 
thinges as are euill gotten may be as euill ſpent. And that 
ſuch thinges as pꝛoſeed not cf gadneſſe, ſhould neuer clyme 
vnto the name of godneſſe. Do that the couetous man 
hath the tondempnat ion of this lyfe x of the ly fe to come. 

Txc ve it is therefoze,that the wyſe mau pꝛoteſteth ſay- Of the wie- 
ing: gold z ſluer haue vndone many man. He which loueth ked potlel- 
gold thall not be iuſtified , Wo be vnto them which folowe dos of g. 
it. Foz behould the ſynners themlelues are abandant in . f, 
this woꝛlde, and haue obteyned rytches. Here vpon the ve⸗ pfalm. 71. 
rie truth dyd cõmaund the Appoſtles ſaping: Peſſeffe you nh. io. 
neyther gold noꝛ üluer noꝛ mony in your purſſeg. oꝛ euen 
as a Cammell cannot enter at the eye of a nadle, ſo is it 
bard foꝛ a rytch man to enter into the kingdome of heauen, 
foz the way is narrowe, and the gate very ſtrayght, which 
leadeth vnto lyfe. The Appoſtle,therefoze folowinng the 4a ;. 
rule cf truth ſapeth: Jhaue neither golde, no2 Clucr . Efai. 2. 5. 
Woe be vnto you then which ioyne houfe to honſe and lbidem. 23. 
feild to feild, vntyll you haue altogether, the earth is re⸗ 
pleniſhed with ſiluer and golde . And there is no end of his 
treaſures , Foz the iniquitie of his couetouſneſſe, J nn 
angry and haue ſtroken him. 

But Abzaham was ritch, h Jobe bad abuntaunte. Dauid Of le alt 
was alſo very ritch e vet ſcripture ſayth of Abzahi, Þ he Gene. g. 

| belcuedingode it was n him foz righteouſnes. lob. 


And 
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and it is w2iten of Job, that there was not his lyke in the 
land, A man ſymple, right, fearinge god. And declyninge 
from enill. Of Dauid it is wzitten, that god found a man 
actozding to his hart, But then theſe men were as though 
they had nothinge, and poſſeſſed all thinges . Accozding to 
the ſaying of the Pꝛophet. It ritches come vpon you,ſct not 
your hart thereon, But we are lyke vnto men that poſſeſſe 
all thinges , and pet haue nothing. Do ſayth alſo the Pſal- 
miſt : The riche men did neede, and were hungry. F02 with 
moze caſe ſhall you finde a man whiche loacth riches, and 
bath them not, then a man whiche hath riches and loueth 
them not,fo2 as it is hard to lye in the fy2e and not to burne, 
ſo is it hard to poſſeſſe riches and not to loue them, Geus 
care vnto the Pꝛophet Jeremy : who ſapth, that from the 
(caſt to the greateſt, all men apply their myndes vnto coves. 
touſnes. And frb a Pꝛophet to a pꝛieſt, al me deviſe ſubtilies, 

Cuery couetons man doth endenour ſtryue, agairift na- 
ture. Fo2 nature bꝛought man pwze into the woztd , And 
nature taketh the poze man out of the wozide , Fo2 as 
the earth dyd receue him naked at his birth, ſo ſhall it ro⸗ 
teue him naked at his death. 
Vut the couetous man deſp2eth and taketh care fo become 
ritch in this woꝛld. J will pul downe my barnes, ſayth he: 
t make them greater, and therein will J heape vp all myne 
increaſe, and all my nods , But it was ſayde vnto him. O 
fole: this night ſhall thy ſowle be taken from thee , And 
then whoſe Mall thoſe things be, whichthou halt pzepared; 
Thou lapeſt vp treaſure + thou knoweſt not foz whom thou 
gathereſt it, Foz the ritche men haue ſlept their Ceepe,and 
founde nothing of their ritches remaining in theyz hands. 
When the ritch man hath ſlept, he Chal take vp nothing. He 
ſhal open his cheſts x fynde nothing in them. Be not a feard 
when thou ſeeſt a man made ritche , noz when the gloꝛy of 
his houſe is multiplyed. Foꝛ when he dyeth, he ſhall cary 
none of them with him. Neither ſhall the glozy of his houſe 


diſcend with him into the pyt, W 
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vnto ffrangers, e his ſepulchze ſhall be his houſe fo2 ener. F 
Bere vpon alſo the wiſe man doth witneſſe,ſaying:Þe which 
beapeth vp vniuſtly of that which is not his owne, ſhal ga⸗ 
ther fo2 other men, and a ſtranger ſhall make hauoke & ryot 
with his gods. Out and alas, he ſhall make him his heire 
whome he held as his enemie. 

The beginning of mans lyfe was bꝛead and water, clo⸗ of glattony. 
thing and houſe to couer his filthineſſe, But now ths glut- Kccle. 10. 
tone is not ſatisfied with kruites of tries, with the ſundzye Lecle. . 
ſoztes of pulſe, the rotes of herbes, the fiſhes of the Sea, 
the beaſtes of the Earth,no2 the byzdes of the Apze . But 
payntinges mult be ſought, Spices mult be bought, + deyn- 
tie ſmall by2des, mult be nouryſhed , they are taken with 
baytes of the fowler,curiouſly dꝛeſſed by the ſkilful Coke, 
and neately ſerued by the handſome wapters at the table, 
One bꝛeakheth them vp, another ſawceth them, + tonrneth 
they: ſubſtaunce into accident, and their nature into arte. 

Chat fulneſſe may paſſe oucr into hungzy appetyte , e that 

ouer eating may pꝛoture a god ſtomacke. To ſtyzre vp glut- 
tony,and not to ſuſteine nature. Not to ſupply neceſſitie : 

but fo fulfill greedineſſe. And pet is the pleaſure of gluttony 

ſo ſho2te, as hauinge regarde to the ſpace of the place, it is 

ſcarce foure fingers in bigneſſe, t meaſuring it by the ſpace 

of the tyme, it is ſcarce ſo many moments long. Pediocry- 

tie is had in contempt , And ſuperfluitte is deſpered, bothe 

in varyetie of mcates , and diuerſities of taſtes , Greedy- 

neſſe knoweth no meaſure, and varictic ercedeth all the 
boundes thereof, 

Lt the mynde is ouercharged , and the ſtomake is frou- 

bled. Do that the ſences are therein oppzefſed , Therevpon 

not health and laſtineſfe, but death and d2owſineſſe do p20- 

cede , Geue care bnto the ſaying of the wyſe man, here- 

bpon , Be not greedy in feeding (ſayth he) when thou com- x ccle.z7. 
melt to thy meate, nepther hurt thy ſtomacke, with all fode 

that ſhall be ſet befoze thee . Fo2 in many dyſhes diſeaſes 2. Cor.6. 
do lurcke, and thzoughe dꝛonkendeſſe of wyne, many men 

C. v. haue 
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hane beene caſt away, The foe foꝛ the belly, and the bellp 
fo2 the fode , But God will deftroy bothe the one and the 
other. 
Framples a- Gluttonp dothe rayſe a great trybute,but it rendꝛeth a 
painft Olut- meft vple reuenewe. Foz the moze delicate that the meat 
_— bee, ſo much the moꝛe ſtyncking are the excrements,and 02s 
dure made therof,He ſhal do the moꝛe beaſtiy in all things, 
which doth moſt greedely loade and pow2e in He ſhal bꝛeak 
vnſauozy and lothſome wynd, bothe vpwardes and down- 
wardes, and make an abhominable (ſmell and noyſe there⸗ 
den, 3. a3 · 4o with. Gluttony dyd ſhut vp Paradyſe, made Eſawe ſell 
his by2th right,cauſed the baker to hange himſclfe , pzocu- 
M w_ red John Baptiſt to be headded . Nabuzardan , pꝛinte and 
Bas, captepneof Cokes,dyd ſet the Temple on fyer, and ouer⸗ 
Exod.zz3, thacw the holy citte, Balthaſar whileſt he ſat at his banc, 
Pialm.79. ket,eſpyed a hand in the wall wzytinge, Mane Thetel Phares, 
ſeremi.4. andthe ſame night he was kylled of the Caldyes, The peo⸗ 
ple fat eating and d2incking,and roſe to play,yea the meat 
was pet in their mouths, and the wꝛath of god came vpon 
them. They which dyd fede voluptuoullp were flayne in 
Tuc. 76. their wapes, and the ritch man which fared deyntely euc- 
ry day was buryed in hell. 
Of druncken hat is moze filthie then a dzunkard 2 whoſe bꝛeathe 
nefſe. ſtincketh, and his body trembleth. Pꝛomiüng many things, 
and bewꝛaping all thinges, his mynde beinge altered, and 
his face tranſfoꝛmed. Foz there is no ſecret kept, where 
dꝛunckenneſſe reigneth. 
Facumdi calices, quem men fecere diſertum 
Furthermoꝛe, neither ale, dere, no: wync,ſuffiſeth, But 
baſtard, clarret wyne, and ſacke, are curiouſip ſpyſed, with 
much labour great care fulneſſe, and no ſmal charge. Wher- 
vpon pꝛocede tontencions, and bꝛawlings, ſtryte and chy⸗ 
dinges. Foz wyne being much drunken (as the wyſe man. 
ſayth) doth cauſe much diſdayne, anger, g miſchefe , From 
Fecle. 1. thence ſpꝛynge, foꝛnicacions. Wyne and women oucrcome 


den thehart.Therefoze ſapth the Apolle:be not duundten with, 
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wyne, in the which lechery doth lurke.And Salomon: wyn eph 

is alecherus and a ryotous thing. And d2zunckenneſſe is a cl.. 
tumultuous troubleſome thinge. The ſonnes of Rachab, Hicr.3 5. 
and Zacharie, dyd dzinck neither wyne, ale, no: any thing L.. 
that might make them become dꝛonken. 

Dꝛunckennelle layde open the pꝛiuie members. Com; Example a- 
mytted inceſt, kylled the kinges doughter, ſtrãgled the chefe gainſt druac- 
of the armie. True is j which Salomon ſayth. They which a kennelle. 
ſpend theyꝛ tyme in bybbing, and ſhake handes ouer theyz 7 228 10 
tuppes, ſhalbe conſumed. And Cſat ſapth. Wo be vnto you udich. 13. 
that ryſe earely to become d2unken, & to bybbe vntill it be bro. 25. 
darke night, that you may burne and frye in wyne. Which Kay. 13. 
haue the Lute, the Harpe, the Tymbꝛel, ⁊ the pppe, 1 wyne EIA. 22. 
in your banquets, Wo be vnto vou that haue mighty power 
to dꝛinck much wyne at a banquet,t are ſtrong men to min⸗ 
gle all kynd of dzunkenneſſe together: Behold, your mirth 
t ioy is to kill calues, ſticke weathers t rams, and to eate 
fleſh and to dꝛincke wyne. Let vs eate and dzyncke (tape 
vou) foꝛ to mo2row we ſhall dye. And the voyce of the Loꝛd 
of Yoſts, was to me reuealed, ſaping: If this iniquitie be 
foꝛgiuen vou, dye. Vo be to the crowne of p2yde in dꝛunc⸗ 
kenneſſe. The Pꝛeiſt and the Pꝛophet in Effratm , were za. 28. 
ignoꝛaunt thꝛough d2unckennefle, and were ſwallowed vp 
in wyne, They knew not him that ſ&@th all, and they were 
ignoꝛant of his Judgement. 

Furthermoꝛe a filthy mother begetteth amoze filthie of Lechery, 
daughter, fo: it is mete that ſuch as be in futhineſſe ſhould ApO. 22. 
ſtill be filthic , Foz all men are adulterers, lyke vnto an Olec. 7. 
Ouen heated by the baker. The pꝛinces beginne to be mad 
with wyne. And their belly delicately fed, dothe redely de⸗ 
ſyer to accompliſh the woꝛckes of Aenus. O extreme filthi- 
neſſe and abheminacton , which doth not onelp effemunate 
the mynde, but alſo dothe weaken the ſinewes of the body, 

Dothe not onely blot the ſowle , but alſo beray the perſon. 
Fo: all ſinne that a man cdmitteth is without his body, but . Cor.. 
de which doth ſin in fo2nicaci doth ſinne againſt his body, 
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Veate and deſyer do alwaies goe befoze it, ſtynch and bit» 
tlesnneſſe do alwapes kerpe it company, and ſozrow with 
repentaunce do euermoꝛe follow it. Foz the lippes of an 
harlot ſapth, Salomon: are lpke vnto the dꝛoppes of a ho⸗ 
ny tombe, and hir thꝛote ſhincth lyke ovte . But thende of 
hir is as bitter as woꝛmewod, and hir tongue is as ſharp 
as a two edged ſwoꝛde. 

Lecherp is a familiar enemie, which dwelleth not far 
ok, but neere to vou. Not outwardly, but inwardly, Foz all 
the vertue thereof is in the loynes, and the ſtrength therof 
is in the nauel, and ſecret partes. It is neuer chaſed away, 
but when it is eſchewed, noz it is neuer killed, but when 
it is made leane and puniſhed, Unto the cauſe thereok, it re 
quireth lybertie and abundance, but to do the effect theres 
of, it muſt haue power alwaies in readineſſe , This mar⸗ 
reth and cozrupteth cucry age, it confoundeth enery ſc, 
it diſſolucth and bꝛeaketh euerp oꝛder, and it onerth2zow-s 
eth euery degree, Fo2 it inuadeth young and olde, men and 
women, wyſe and fwliſh, higher and lower, vnto the laſte 
generacion. 

Who is able ſuffictently to expꝛeſſe the man yfoldſoꝛts 
hereof: Fo2 thts is it which ouerthzew Pentapolis, with all 5 
Region adiopninge . If you would haue examples of the 
Sodomytes. At deſtroyed Sichem, with the people thereof. 3f 
you ſteke moꝛe rare examples. It cke the ſonnes of ſaint 
Hicrom And Ouanus in 4s. If you enquire fo2 them that 
were vncleane, it thꝛuſt though the ſcwes and the Madismite 
with a dagger. If you ſœhe foꝛnicatoꝛs, it dyd extinguiſhe 
the trybe of Beniamin, fo2 the wyfe of the les uyte. If adulte⸗ 
rers, it ouerth2ew the ſonnes of Hely in battayle,and killed 
Amon at his banquet, if you lake for rauiſhers, church rob⸗ 
bers, and committers of inceſt, then this killed vrias, ſtoned 
the Pꝛieſtes, curſed Ruben, ſeduced Sampſon, and peruerted 
Salomon. Therefoꝛe is it true that is read: 5/02 the ſund2y 
ſoꝛtes theresf,many haue periſhed. Foz wyne and women 
haue cauſed mane wyſe men to fall from che faythe, — 
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And haue dulled the beſt t quickeſt wittes , This vice HAth £<cle.s, 1 
thꝛowne downe many men ſoꝛe wounded, & many lkronge 
men haue bene llayne therewith, The houſe thercof is the ., 
way of hell, which pearleth into the intrayles of deathe. 
This vice dothe weaken the ſnewes, deminiſh the ſences, 
conſume the dapes, and pow2e out the ſubſtance, 
The puniſhment of this vice hath taught, what the fault Tue panic 
| thereof deſerueth. Foz the Loꝛd rayned fyꝛe and b2imftone ment of this 
vpon Sodome and Gomor, from the heanens, and would not * 
tõmit therecucid of this puniſhment , vnto any man 02 An⸗ s. 
gell. But reſerued vnto himſelke the reuenge of this myſ⸗ 
theuous deede, Acco2ding to that ſaping. Reuenge is myne 
and 3 will geue it and therfoꝛe the Loꝛd God rayned from 
the Loꝛde,ſeuen from him ſelfe) not ſhewers noꝛ de we, but 
kyꝛe and bzimiſtone, vpon the feruent heat of luſt. That the 
puniſhment might be lyke the offence . Neither is it fayde 
that he ſent it, but that he rapned it, that by the abundant 
greatneſſe of the woꝛd, he might notifte the abundat great- 
neſſe of the puniſhment. His eye ſpared no man, but dyd ex⸗ 
tinguiſh them all. Yca, euen the wyfe of l otk alſo, bicauſe 
ſhe loked backe, he turned hir into a pyller of ſault. either 
dyd he onely deſtroy the townes, but alſo dyd tonuert all the 
regions thereabouts, into the dead vale and ſalt pole . Foz 
it is hoꝛryble to lyght in the handes of the lining GOD, 
Who the greater that he ſheweth the patience of his longe 
ſuffering, the harder dothe he bꝛing in the reuenge of his ſe⸗ 
ueritie. | 
Then the couetous man doth gather, and the niggarde Or ihe amby. 
heapeth vp wealth and ritches. The glutton dothe taſte of cious man. 
voluptuous deſpꝛes, and the lecher dath exerciſe them. But 
the Ambitious man doth affect honoꝛs, and the pꝛoude man 
dothe extoll him ſelfe. The ambittous man is cuer feareful, 
and euer moꝛe heady and wary, what he ſhould ſpeake 02 do, 
which map be vnpleaſant in the cares of men, he diſſem- 
| bleth humilitie, and counterfeyteth honeſty. Sheweth affa- 
dilitie, and p2ofereth,foloweth,and pourſueth benignitie, 
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Me hono2eth all men, and boweth to all men, Frequenteth 

courts, viſiteth the chefe perſons, ryſeth and imbꝛaſeth, flat⸗ 

tereth, and ſotheth, wel knoweth he this leon of the Poet. 
Et ſi nullus erit plum, tamem excutit vilum. 

He is pꝛompt and earneſt where he deſierith to pleaſe, 
llowe and backward , where he dꝛeadeth to offende, Ve res 
pꝛoueth cull thinges „t deteſteth wicked thinges, pꝛouing 
and repꝛouing, liking a diſliking, one thing with another 
that he may be iudged fitt , reputed welcome, pꝛayſed 
of men, and alowed cenarally , And behould he mayntap⸗ 
neth a great comebat within him ſclfe , and a hard conflig, 
whiles iniquitie thꝛuſteth fo: ward the mynde, and ambition 
holdeth back the hand. That which thone doth miniſter to 


be done, thother will not ſuffer ta be bꝛought to paſſe , Pet 


the mother and the daughter, J meane Jniquitte and Ams 
bytion) do play x dally one with an other. Foz the mother 
openly doth ſtande ſtill, and the daughter pꝛiuily dothe not 
reſi , That one challengeth vnto hir ſelke the open ſhewe, 
and that dther the ſeereat , Then the ambytious manne 
dothe p2incipally treat of the pꝛyncipallptie, 02 office, oz 
aucthoꝛitie which he nocth about, and ſayth: © when ſhall 
ſuch beare rule as be ſeuere and vpꝛight in iuſtice: godly in 
mercy ? which will neyther declpne fo2 loue no2 Hatred 2 
which will not be coꝛrupted, epther with penny, oꝛ Pater 
noſter 2 which will beleue the faythfull , and be attentyue 
vnto the humble beſechers? which may be curtcous and bes 
nigne, lyberall and meKe,confant, wyſe, patient, 61D ſub⸗ 
tyle. 
If pertaſe he p2ofit not by this mean? befoꝛe rehear⸗ 
ſed, th hath he recourſe vnto an other, Be calleth @ymon x 
commeth unto Gic31, By the one he nocth aboute to buy of 
hat other that which (by himſelke) he was not able to ob- 
teync. He beſycheth and promtieth, he pꝛofereth and geueth, 
(D chame full thinge) euen tat faudur which krasckly and 


freely he could not obteyne. Vet doth he not ſo aye, but lay⸗ 


eth on load and vislently doch innade Honour, Pea, he doth 


impudentlp 


ä en 


of vorkdly vr LIES. 


impudently take dignitie vpon him, by the voyce of his 

friendes, « the helpe of his neighbours, And he is inflamed 
with ſuch a feruent heat of domination, and with ſuche an 
exceeding luſt to beare rule, that he neither abhoꝛreth ſchil⸗ 
me, noꝛ feareth ſlander. But Giezi is ftryken with lep2oſy, 
and Spmon periſheth with mony. Choꝛe and his complices 
were put into the fyer. And Dathan, and Abyꝛon, the groũd 
dyd ſwallow vp quicke. Let no man then take honour vpon 
him but he which is called of God, as Aron was. 

There is a playne example of Imbytion repeated in the An example 
ſtoꝛy of Abſalon. Which, whe he did aſpyꝛe vnto p kingdom of ambiuon. 
and made him charpots 4 furniſhed hozſemen,q men of war 
which ſhould goe befoze him. And ryfing betimes in moꝛ⸗ 
ning, he ſtode at the entry of the gate, all men which had 
duſineſſe to come vnto the kinges iudgement, he called vn- 
to him, ⁊ ſayd. Of what citie oꝛ coũtry art thou: who anſwe- 
red, J am thy ſeruant of ſuch a trybe in Jfraell, And Abſo- 
lon ſayde, thy requeſt ſeemeth to me to be god and iuſt, but 
here is no man to geue care vnto thee being appoynted of 
the kinge,and he ſayde moꝛe oucr, who wyllmake and con- 
ſtitute, me Judge ouer the lande, that all they which haue 
bulines to dw map come vnto me, as vnto a iuſt Judge: Yea 
when any man came vnto him and ſaluted him, he reached 

him his hand and imbꝛacing him kiſſed his cherke, and thus 
he dyd vntyll all Jſraell which came vnto iudgement to be 
hardok the king. And he dyd labour foꝛ the harts of the men 

of Iſraell. And when Abſolon was gon into Ebꝛon, he ſent 
ſpyes into euer trybe of Iſrael, ſaping, as ſone as you ſhal 
heare the ſounde of the Trompet, ſap you Abſolon reigneth 
in Ebꝛon, and a great conſpyꝛacie was made thereby, r the 
people cõming togeather dyd increaſe greatly with Abſols, 

Burt put the caſe that the ambicious inan be rayſed vp on Of che fort 
high,+ be caryed vp a loft: immediatly cares dw grow pꝛiui⸗ n 
ty,carefulnes is accumulate, faſting are pꝛolöged, watchigs ich be c 

are lengthened, whereby both nature is coꝛrupted, the ſpi⸗ audhoritie 
I rits are weakened. Che llerpes are b2oke, p appetite is loſt, 
ths 
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the vertues are weakened , the body wareth leane, and fs 
fayling in his owne vefect,he liueth not halfe his dayes, But 
toncludeth a miſerable lyfe , with a moze miterable ende. 
That ſaying of the Poet is true:Great thinges are foꝛbyd⸗ 
den to ſtande longe. They are rayſed vp an high, that they 
may fall the moꝛe greuouſſy. But that ſaying of the Pꝛa- 
pala. phet is moꝛe true. ſaw (ſayth he} the wicked man exalted 
and rayſed vp on high, as the boughes of Lybanus. J went 
by, and behoulde, there was kne we him. J ſought 
him, and his place was not ta be founde, Befoꝛe his dayes 
be fulfilled, he periſheth, let him reioyte as a vyne when it 
firſt floꝛiſheth. And let his cluſters be as the ollyfe, when it 
buddeth. Marke the ſaying of the wyſe there vpon. All men 
Eecle. e. in aucthoꝛitie (ſayth he) are ſhoꝛt lyued. 
Of che ſundiy As ſone as the ambitious man 1s pꝛomoted to honour, 
kropertics ot he is puffed vp with pꝛzyde, and becommeth vab2ydled in 
proude men. hoaſting, neyther doth he care to p2ofit,but gloꝛpeth to beare 
rule, De pꝛeſumeth hunſclfe ts be the better, bicauſe he is 
growne to be higher. Lut the vertue and not the degree, 
the honeſtie and not the dignitie, dothe make a ned man, 
Men thus aduaunced, do diſdayne their fo mer friendes, 
duer [ce their knowne companions, contempn their accuſto⸗ 
med fellowes, tourne their countenaunces, hould vp theyz 
heads, ſet vp their heare, ſhew theyꝛ pꝛyde, ſpeake bigge, # 
muſe vpon deepe matters. They can not abyde to be com⸗ 
maunded, they ſceke to rule the roaſt. Enuious at all other 
that be pꝛeferred. And greuous vnto ſich as are vader their 
ſubtectton , They beare no ariefe,dcfer no conceypt,hcady a 
bolde, nloztous and ignoꝛant, heaup and impoꝛtunate. 
Or pryde and D pꝛyde, hateful + vnable to be boꝛn ot any man. Cmongſt 
me tal of Lu- all vices, thou alwayes arte both firſt and laſt. Foz all kinde 
= of ſinne (if thou come in the wav) is commifted , And all 
kynde of unne (if thou ſep a fide out of the wayr) ts onut⸗ 
$29.3, ted As if is w2ytten: the begtiniinge of all ſinne is pꝛyde. 
Fecle. to. The ficft begotten death. Foz this in the beginning of all 
thinges, dyd rayſe vp the creature againſt his 3 * 
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Angell againſt God. But immediately and without delay, 
it thꝛe w him downe againe. Bicauſe he tontine wed not in 
the trueth, it thꝛew him down againe from innocencie, in⸗ 
to ſinne, from delights, into miſeries, and from the bꝛigbt 


heauen, into a thick myſtie avꝛe. Harken vnto the Pꝛophet . . 


ſaying: How dyddeſt thou fall Lucyfer, which ſpꝛongeſt in 
the mo: ming ? Zhou felleſt downe vpon the ground, which 
diddeſt wounde the nations, and ſaydeſt in thine hart, J wil 
go vp into heauen, and will exalt the ſoll of my fete aboue 


the Starres of God. J wyll ſyt in the mount of the teſtamẽt 28 


in the ſydes of the Roꝛthwynde, and wilt clyme vppon the 
height of the Clowds. 7 wyl be lyke vato the higheſt. Thou 
wert in the delights of Paradiſe of Gov.x an Image ⁊ tos 
ken cf bis likencfc,full of wiſedome and perfect in all coms 
lines, all kyndes cf pꝛetious ſtones were in thy beſtemets. 
The Topaſe, the Jaſpis , the Ch:yſtolite , the Dnyre the 
Werall,the Carbuncle,the Saphir and the Emerald. Gold 
was the wozkemanſhip of thy comelyneſſe, and thy holes g 
pꝛiuities were pꝛepared in the day that thou werte made. 
Thou wert that mightie and great Cherub , and J put 
ther in the holy hill of God Thou walkedſt in the middeſt of 
the fyery lones,/as perſed in thy wayes) from the daye of 
thy creation, vntill iniquitie was found in thee , Thou halt 
unned, and I caſt the out of the mount of God. Pyne heart 
was rayſcd vp in thy comelyneſſe, and I haue caſt the out 
againſt the earttz. The Cedar trees were no higher the he in 
Paradiſe, The Firre frees were not equal vnto his toppes, 
t þ Palm trees were not equal vnto his boughes No wode 
in Paradiſe , was lyke vnto him, noz vnto his bewtie, bi⸗ 


cauſe q made him bewtiful,+ without many thick boughes, lov. +4. 
Ve is king aboue all the ſons of pꝛyde, he is that great red A. 


d2zagon,hauing ſeuen heads,+ tenne hoznes,+ ſcuen crowns 
bpon his heads. Whoſe tayle dꝛewe the thyꝛd parte cf the 
Starres of heauen,and thzew them downe vpon the carth, 
And that great d2agon is thꝛc one ſo2th,that old Serpent 
which is called the diuell and Patanas , WH ſeduted 
D. i. the 
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the whole woꝛlde and was thzowen fozth vpon the earth, 
and his angels were ſent with him. ©f whome the truth 
ſayth : J ſawe @atanas as a lyghtenyng fallyngs from hea- 
uen. Fo2 enery one that exalteth himſelf ſhalbe humiliate, 
and he that humbleth himſelfe halbe exalted, | 

O pꝛoude pꝛeſumption and pꝛeſumptious pꝛide, whiche 
wouldeſt not onely be equall vnto the angels of god, but al⸗ 
ſo diddeſt pꝛeſume to make men Cods. But thoſe whome 
he rayſed vp, he put downe,+ whome he exalted, he bzought 
lowe. Here vpon the Loꝛzde ſapthe vnto the Pzophet, O 
ſonne of man ſay vnto the P2zince of Tpꝛe: thus ſayth the 
Loꝛd god. Bicauſe thine hart is raiſed vp as the hart of god 
and thou haſt ſayd, J am a god (when thou arte but a man 
and no God) there foꝛe IJ will bꝛing the ſtrongeſt people vps 
on thee and will kyll th& . And Thou ſhalt dye in the ouer⸗ 
thꝛowe of them that be layne . abuchodonozar, bicauſe he 
did pꝛoudely bꝛagge on his power and yd: is not (his Ba⸗ 
bylon, which J haue baylded in the houſe of my kingdo me, 
and in the ſtrength of my foztitude , « the gloꝛy of my com- 
lyneſſe when the woꝛd was yet in the kings mo'1th,a voice 
fel from heauen ſaying. To thee king Nabachodonoſar is it 
ſayd,thy kingedome is gone from ther, and J will caſt the 
out from men, and thy dwellinge ſhalbe with cattell and 
wylde beaftes . Thou ſhalt eate hape lyke an Ore , and 
ſeuen tymes ſhalbe chaunged vpon ther, vntyll thou know 
that the higheſt hath dominion in the kingedomes of men, 
And he geueth them vnto whame ſoener it pleaſeth him. 
At the ſame inſtant, the woꝛde was fulfplled vpon Nabu⸗ 
chodonoſar , Therefoze it is tre we which is ſayde in the 
Plalme, Pan dyd not vnderſtande when he was in honour, 
De was compared vnto the fonde cattell, and was made 
Iyke vnto them. Pꝛyde ouerth:ew the Zow2e,and confoun- 
ded the tongues , beat downe Golias and hanged Aman, 
flew Nicano2,and toke away Antiochus. It dꝛe wned Pha- 
rao, deſtroyed Senachertib, and cut of Yolefernus head, 
GOD hathe d:froyed the ſeates of the pzoude Pzinces 
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and Captaynes, and hath dzyed vp the rotes of the pꝛoude :. by Pa (15.9% 
cople. 00 

Ebe Lozd himſelfe dothe witneſſe by the P2ophet how Of the abho- 
deteſtable pꝛide is,ſaying: J deteſt the pꝛyde of Jacob:and WW] n aon of 
the Lo2de hath ſwoꝛne againſt the pꝛide of Jacob. It J foz- _ 4: | 
get all their wozkes vnto the ende. Wherevpon amongeſt , &.,..c. 
thoſe ſeuf things which the Lo2d hateth # his ſoule abho2- ud. 43. 
reth the ſeuenth, Salomon putteth in the firft place high f<clc-' 9 
lokes. And Eſay ſayth : the daye of the Lo2de of hoſtes vp- Be * 
on all pꝛowde t highe lakes , and vppon them that are arc. 
rogant. 

And they ſhalbe bꝛor ght lowe , And vpon all the Ceders of 
Lypbanus, both high and ſtreight, and vpon all the Okes of 
Baſan, and vpon all mountaynas and all hight hills, 4 all 

high Towers, and all walles of defence, and the height cf 

men ſhalbe bended downewards, and the talncfſc of men 

ſhalbe bzought low. Therfo2e hell hath eularged 4 ſtretched Eſa. 5-2-3 3+» 
out his ſpirite, and hath opened his mouth vntill there bee 

no end, and the high haughty and glozious thereof ſhall go 
downe vnto it. The Lo2d of hoſtes hath thought this that 

be might abate the pꝛide of all their gloꝛp. Job alſo ſayth, 

If pꝛide clyme vp vuto heauen, and his heade reache the lob 20 
cloudes, vet in thend it halbe deſtroyed and layed lowe as 

a dungehill. 

In manner all thinges that be vycious, doe lone they2 — £ 
lykes.3But the p2oude doth hate the high mynded and arro- e toude. 
nant man . Wherevpon Salomon ſayd:amongſt the pzoud Pro 11•13. 
there are alwates contentions, and where pꝛide is there 
mult needes be deſpyt alſo . 4 pꝛoude man doth go and geſ⸗ 
ture other wyſe then he was wonnt, and deſpyſeth thoſe 


- | thinges that he is accuſtomed vnto , He accounteth him a 

„ grcate man whome her voucheſafeth to ſpeake vnto, and 

_ | verie greate if he ryſe and embzace hym , Vee moze ef- 

, | temeth that the dygnitie pꝛoctedeth from him, then that 
be is made by the dygnytie 

Vs wyll neuer vſe the affection of fatherhode , but her 
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but he will alwayes bie the imperiouſneffe of giuing. His 
pꝛyde, his arrogancie, and his indignation are moze than 
his might. Ve reuolueth in his mynde that which is redde 
in the goſpel. There became a contention amongeſt the dil⸗ 
ciples of our Loꝛd Jeſu Chꝛiſt, which of them ſhould ſeme 
to be greateſt , And Jeſus ſayd vnto them. The P2inces cf 
the people doe rule ouer them, and thoſe which haue power 
amongeſt them are called liberall. But it ſhall not bee ſo 
with you, but he which is greateſt ſhall be as the leaſt a- 
mongeſt you, and he which is fozemolt of pou ſhall be as it 
were a ſeruaunt, and as Peter the pꝛince of the Apoſtles 
ſayth,not as though pou ruled ouer the Cle rgie. But as the 
rulers and gouernours of the flocke th2zongh god will. The 
earth is the Lo2des and the plentie therof, the whole wozld 
and all that dwell therein. Then there is one God, and one 
Loꝛd The reſt are not Lo2des but miniſters and ſcruants, 
vnto whom dominion is fozbidden, and the miniſtry is in⸗ 
iopned. Giue care vnto the wyſe man here vpon ſaying. Jf 
they haue made thee a ruler be not extolled. But bee amon⸗ 
geſt them as thou wert one of them. 

Behold the ſonnes of Zebedy who by the inf2rceſſion of 
their mother did ſ&ke honour of Ch2iſt , Commaund ſayds 
hee / that theſe my two ſonnes may ſit one on thy right hand 
and that other on thy left hand in thy kingdome But they 
deſerued to haue this anſwere: vou knowe not what you 
aſke, foz you can not come into my kingdome by honour 
and pꝛomotion. But heauy burthens of'tribulation wher⸗ 
vpon the Lo2de added furder, it is not myne to gine you, 
As if hc ſhould haue ſavde it is myne but not to giue you, 
that is to ſay vnto ambitious men ſuch as you are. Foz 
although power be of God, pet pꝛoude men doe not reigne 
2s appopnted by GD D, acco2dyng to the ſaying of the 
P3zophette , They reygned but not as ſenc from me, 
they became P2ypnces and J knewe them not. 
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The pꝛoude arrogaunt man loueth the higheſt ſeates in the Of the pro- 
Dynagoges, and the higheſt chayꝛe at table, to be ſaluted in perties of ar- 
markett, and to be called Rabby, amongſt men. Me will not Sant men. 
be called by the name of his parſon, but by the name of his 
foztune,and pꝛomotion. He will not be honozed like a man, 
but lyke a Lo2de . Me ſytteth higheſt, he goeth ſtately, he 
would haue all men to ryſe when he pafſeth by, and he will 
giue a beck to cucry man. Further moꝛe a certen Philoſo⸗ 
pher mocking the arogance of a certeyne Ring, whe he ſawe 
him ſitt ſtately in the regall thꝛone, falling pꝛoſtrat vpon the 
ground did woꝛſhip him. And immediately therwithall be⸗ 
ing not bydden, he aroſe and ſat downe by the Kinge. The 
Ayng maruapling greatly thereat, bicauſe he knew him to 
be a Phyloſopher dyd aſke him wherefo2e he did (6 7 and the 
Phylofopher auniwered , Eyther thou art a Cod oꝛ a man, 
It thou be a God, then was it my duecy to woꝛſhippe ther. 
If thau be a man, then may J fitt by thee , But then p King 
turning his ſpeche towards the Philoſopher ſaped. Pea but 
bicauſe J am a man thou ſhuldeſt not haue woꝛſhipped me. 
And it᷑ J be a god, then ſhuldeft thou not ſytt by me. Agueſ⸗ 
tion, both wyſely aunſwered: and wettily pꝛopounded. a 
God made our firſt, parents cotes ofbcaits felles,+ ſkinns ks —.— 
atter they had ſinned , And it is ſayd by Chꝛuſt: vnto ſuche 2 7 
as pꝛofeſſe the name of Chꝛiſtians, you ſhall not haue two Aach e. 
totes. But accoꝛding to the touncell of ohn, he which hath Luke 3. 
tws cotes, let him geue one of them to him which hath nene. 
But the pꝛoude man to the end he may ſeeme magnificent, Match. 23. 
doth loue to be doble clothed, and to haue delycat garments, 
and pꝛetious oznaments ,, And what is a man decked with 
; pꝛetious thinges, but onely a Sepulchꝛe paynted + white Iy- 
med without, x full of filthineſſe Win? purple + crymſynne, 
Pkarlett ⁊᷑ filke,do putryfie in the yme of the carth. Ind 
golve and ſiluer, perles and pꝛetious ſtoneg, become foule 
and filthy im clay , Power and dygnitie, do lye vacouicly in 
1 iu v duſt. And gloꝛy + honour fit as vnhadſomely m 5 aſch s. 
The whcrioze weare we 8 ſk290w!s 6 ſup lcripttons PP t.vke t& 
bit, p. 


et 


Gen.33, 


Becle. 11. 
1. Tira.2, 
1. ret. ;. 


Mag ſuper gerüuitie of apparell by the P2ophet Cſay ſaying: F02 aſ⸗ 


fluous apatell 


EA. 3. 


T he viewe 
pꝛrde, W bzoade t ſumpteous bo2ders :þ ritch mk which was 
clothed in purple « ſilke was buried in hell. Dyna the daugh⸗ 
ter of þ Patriark Jacob(as Joſephus rehcarſeth ) befoze ſhe 
went out to buy ſuch oꝛnaments as þ pꝛouinciall women did 
were, remained a virgin. But as ſwne as ſhe came out, p⸗ 
the þ ſbne of þ king of þ Amozits, did violftly raniſh hir.Vo- 
lofernus ſitting in a canapy which was of purple filk e gold, 
ſet w Emeraldes, t other pꝛecious ſtones, was beheaded by 
Judith, Who when ſhe was (a lyttle befoze) wꝛapped in gar 
ments of hearecloth , dyd now take vpon hir garmnts of re⸗ 
topſing . Geve care vnto the councell of the wyſe man here⸗ 
bpon which ſayth : doe neuer glo2y in garments, and the 
Appoſtle byddeth vs? Glo2y not (ſayth hein pꝛecpous oꝛna⸗ 
ments neyther lay out fair locks of hapꝛe. Noz bo2der and 
garde your garments with gold ec. 

Marke what our Lo2dc god doth thꝛeaten againſt the ſu⸗ 


much as the daughters of Syon are puffed vp with pꝛyde, 
walke with bare neckes laydout,and bꝛidling in their gate, 
therfo:ze the Lo2d will make bauld their buſhy locks, 4 will 
take of the hayze from the daughters of Sion. In thoſe dates 
the Lozd will take away the oznaments of their ſhoes, and 
their hope rynges, chaynes,carkenets, b2aſelets,x Jewels. 
Their calles, t their friſled + curled perwyckes, their (mal 
chaynes, theyꝛ pomanders, their care ringes, t the pꝛecious 
tones, hanging vpon their foꝛheads, their ſhoꝛt clekes 8 ſhift 
of garments, their fine lynen + their needlt woꝛks, their glaſs 
ſes, the ir la wne partlets, their fillets, and the ir fine ſkarfes 
x vayls. And in ſteed of ſweet ſmels, they ſhall haue ſtynch, 
in ft&d of their fayze purſſes and gyꝛdles, they ſhall 
baue a ſmall cozde to bynde thepz coffyne , and in ſteade 
of fryled hapꝛe, they ſhall haue a bare and a balld ſkull, | 
Behoulde , this payne and puniſhment is geuen fo2 their 
faulte , that they mape be cozreded and puntthed even 
therein wherein they offended . But furthermoze har 
ken viato the Pzopbet Ezechiell, bert vpon * - D 

bee, 
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of worlily vanities. 


Lyꝛe the fundzy ſoztes of filke in Egipt are wonen foz the, 1. 77. 
Trewly thy garments are made of ſumpteous purple and 
curious wozkes , They haue chaunged they2 Juozye and 
Ebonpe with ther, foz mony , They haue b:ought info the 
market places, purples and peartes, fitkes and tynſcl!s, 
farres of Luzards and Genetts, foꝛ the abundaunce cf the 
welth which they founde in thee , They haue geuen the ru⸗ 
lers Zapcſtryes to treade vpon and to coner their tables, 
And their glo2p is oner greatelp replenifGcd thereby. But 
beholde nowe thou arte contryt and ſoꝛowfull in the mid⸗ 
deft of the ſca, and thy weſth is in the depth of the waters. 
Thou art b2ought to nothing 4 ſhalt not remaine foz cuer, 
When a certapne Philoſopher went (vpon a tyme ) vnto That more is 


| a Pzpnces Court homelp cladde, and knocking at the gate atrribuced vn- 


was not let in, bat as often as he pꝛeſſed to go in: ſo often d the gar- 
was he repulſed and put backe, he changed bis habyte n. vn 
and put on comely garments , The waye was made foz o, ood doth 
him at the firſt woꝛde. Ve going on vnto the P2ince, bes rioasof a mi, 
gan to kyfſe the ctoke which he ware. And the J22pnce 
maruayling thereat, demaunded what he did: and where- 

fo2e he did lo 2 the Phyloſopper aunſwered: J honour my 

Babyte (ꝙ hee O Pzynce) foz that whiche my vertue 

coulde not gett, my garment hath obteyned , O vanytie of 

all vanyties, moꝛe honour is geuen to the garment then to 

the aavneſſe, and moꝛe woꝛſhip done fo2 the outward apa- 

raunce, then fo2 the inwarde perfection of a man, 

An artyficta!l ſhew is laved on, and a naturall face and Of the payn- 
tauour is hyd and) taken awaye. As though the arte of man dus ados. 
created, were aboue the excellent woꝛkes of God the crea- 3 ol 
toꝛ. Hot ſo, not ſo, O men Conſider vou, ſapth the Loꝛde:) Mat. 16. 
the lillpes of the fyeld houg they growe. Whey doe nepther 
laboꝛ no2 ſpynne . But Jlaye vnto you: that Salomon in 
all his gloꝛy was not clothed iyke vnto one of them Cod 
foꝛbid 5 a coũterfapt collour ſhoulde he to be copared vnto a 
natur all colloꝛ Foꝛ whylef® the fate is painted wa coũter⸗ 

Gait collour the ſkine is marred w bhomnable filthyne Te, 
D. itu. A 


Fro.10, 
Suſa . 40. 
Ital. 30 . 


Of the va- 


cleanneſle of 


the hartc, 
Plal. 48. 
Jacob.z. 
r.loa.r. 

1. Cor. 4. 
Fecle, 31. 
Job. 4.15. 25, 
Gen. 6. 


T he Yiewe 


All men lyuing are altogeather vanitie . What can be moꝛt 
vayne, then to bzayde the hayze, to curle the s, to die 
the chakes, to anoynt the fozheade, and to twytch aways 
the eye lyddes ? in aſmuch as gloꝛy is deceyptfull,and beats 
tic is vapne , And all fleſh is graſle, and all the glo2y there- 
of lyke vnto the flowers of the field, Fo2 lyke vnto heye they 
ſhall quickly wyther,and ſhall ſone fall lyke vnto potherbs, 
But to paſſe ouer the deckinge and apparell of the perſon, 
leaſt 7 ſhould ſeme to ſpcake mo2e of mallyce then of truth, 
what is moꝛe vayne then to decke and tryme the table with 
dyaper clothes: with dyaper napkins,as white as Juozpec 
veſlell of golde and ſiluer ? with ſmall cuppes, bowles, and 
ſtately ſtanding cuppes ? with plates and ſpones ? with dy⸗ 
ſhes and pottengers? with lyuery pottes and ingges? with 
ſpice boxes, and chafingdiſhes ? what pzeuayleth it to paint 
the rofcs of the chambers , to furnith the halls, to hangs 
the poꝛches and lobbetts, to paue the flowers, to make the 
beddes, well ſtuffed with downe fethers,coucred with fllke 
quilts, dꝛawen about with curteynes, and ſhadowed with 
canopcies ? ſince it is wzytten : Pan ſhall take none of the ſe 
with him when he dyeth, neither ſhal his glozy deſcend with 


bum, 
here is ro man which may gloꝛy, that his hart is clean. 


: 
: 


Since we all do offend in many thinges . And if we ſaye 
that we ſinne not, we deceine our ſelues, and the trueth is 
not in vs. Who is able to ſaye as the Apoſtle ſayde 2 J am 
gyltie in nothing to my knowledge, and yet thereby am J 
not iuſtified. She w me ſuch an one, and we will pzayſe hun. 
Behould euen amongſt the ſaints, no man is vnculpable, x 
the heauens are not cleane in his ſight, foꝛ in his angells he 
hath founde iniquitie. Dow abhounnable and vnp2ofitable 
is man, which dꝛincketh iniquitie as it were water? and 
therekoze G O D dyd repent hym that hee hadde made 
manne vppon the Earthe , bicauſe the mallyce and wic- 
kednefſe of manne on ECarthe was erccdinge greate , and 


all his thoughtes bent alwayes vpon culll. 15 


of worldly vanities. 


And therefoze being touched with ſoꝛow of hart inwardly, 
hee toke away man whom her had created. Furthermoꝛe in⸗ Mat.r4. 
iquitie aboundeth,and the charitte of many is wared colde, Il. ! 3-51» 
All men haue declyned and are become vnp2ofitable alto⸗ 
gither. There is no man that doth god, no not one. All the 
whole lyte( in maner)of moꝛtall men, is full of moꝛtall and 
deadly lines, lo that it is ſkarcely pcſſible to finde any one d, 
which doth not declyne on the left hand, which doth not re⸗ 
turn vnto his vomit, which doth not putrify in oꝛdure and 
vncleanneſſe ; Nay rather they gloꝛp when they haue done 
euil, and reioyte in moſt wicked things, beeing repleniſhed 
with all iniquitie, malice, foꝛnication, couetiſe, naughtines, 
enup, murder, contention, cratte, pꝛiup grudge, ſlander, and 
murmuring. Being hateful vnto God, contumelious, pꝛoud, 
high mynded, deuilers of miſchiefe, diſobedient to their pa⸗ 
rentes, diſoꝛdered, without loue, without truth, and with- 
out mercy, With ſuch and much wozle this wozld is reple⸗ 
niſhed,as with heritikes e ſciſmatikes, periures, Ty2ans, 
Symonſellers,hypocrytes,ambitious men, robbers t ſpoy- 
lers, extoꝛcioners and pollers, vſurers and falſe witneſſes, 
wicked theeues, and church robbers, traptoꝛs, lpers, flattc- 
rers, detepuers, tale tellers, wauerers, gluttons, dꝛonkards, 
avulterers,inceſteous men, tender treaders and vayn vaũ⸗ 
ters, ſlouens, uggardes, and loyterers, pꝛodigall ſpenders 
and vnth2iftes,raſhe quarellers and hackers, vnpatient and 
vnconſtant men, poyſoners and witches, pꝛeſumpteous and 
arogant wꝛetches, deuiliſh mynded and deſperate men, To 
tonclude, with ſuch as are packt full of all paltry of p earth, 
and farced with all kynde of vyle abhomination. Yet euen 
as the ſmoke vaniſheth away, ſo ſhall they vaniſh : and as pn. 6. 
ware melteth befoze the fy2e,fo ſhall ſinners peryſh befoze 
the face of God, Of the ſorows 
The wicked men doe ſuffer foure pꝛincppall paynes at and payncs 
theyꝛ death. The kyꝛſt is the perplexitie of the body, which which the e- 
is then greater and moze areuous than euer it was 02 is — 22 
in this pꝛeſent lyfe vntil that tyme ol dillolution. Foz ſome . cher dcarh, 
D. v. thinke Cap.42, 


Bal. 114. 


Sal. 25. 


Pal. 15. 


Of the com- 


The viewe 


thinke that enen without motion, (ſuche is their grenons- 
paines)they teare themſelues in peces.Fo2 the violence of 
death is ſtrong and vacomparable, Bicauſe the knyttinges 
and naturall combyninges of the body with the ſpirit, ars 
then bzoken inſonder. And therevpon the Pꝛophet (Dauid) 
ſayth in the Plalme: the panges of death haue compaſſed 
me. There is no member,no2 no parte of the body, but is 
touched and twitched with that vntollerable payne. The 
ſecond payne is when the body (being altogither weryed 
andouercome, the foꝛce and ſtrength therof cleane vanqui⸗ 
ſhed) the Soule doth much moꝛe playnely percepae in ons 
moment all the wozks which it hath done god and bad, and 
all thoſe things are ſet befoze the in ward eyes. This payne 
is ſo great, and this tozment and diſquiet is ſo græuous, 
that the ſoule (being much vered and troubled) is conſtray⸗ 
ned to confeffe and declare againſt it ſelfe. As it is ſapde in 
the Pſalmes,the flodes of iniquitie haue troubled me, Foz 
as the ſlodes come with great fo2ce and ſway, and ſ@me to 
beare downe all things befoze them, ſo in the houre of death 
the wicked man ſhall ſodeinly ſee and behold all the wozkes 
that he hath done oz committed god 02 bad. The third paine 
is when the ſoule now beginneth iuſtly to iudge, and ſeth 
all the paynes and toꝛmentes of hell to hang woꝛthely ouer 
i, fo: all the iniquities whereof it is giltte. Wheretpoa it 
is alſo ſayd in the Palme: the paynes of hell came about 
mee. Che fourth payne is when the ſoule (beetng pet in the 
bodye) doeth ſee the wicked ſpirites readye to receyue it. 
wherein the dꝛead is ſuche and ſo vnſpeakeable payne, that 
the myſerable ſoule, (although it be now parted from the 
body,) daeth runne about as long as it map, to redeems the 
tyme of hir eaptiuitie betoꝛe ſhes fo2fake the body, 

Alſo enery man as well god as euill doeth ſee (befoze 
the ſoule departe from the bodye Chꝛiſt crucified . The 


1 f : 
Chitin the wicked ſeth it to his coafulion, when her maye bluche 
eyme of any and ber aſhamed that her is not redeemed though? the 
maas death. hloud of Chu, and that his owne giltynz2fle is the cavſe 


thereof, 


of worldly vanities. 


fhereof , Wherevpon it is ſayde vnto the wicked in the go- 
fpell:Lhey ſhall ſ& agaynſt whom they pꝛicked and ſtunge. les 
Che which is vnderſt@de by the commyng of Chꝛiſt vnto 
iudgement, and ofhis comming at the inſtant tyme of any 

mans death. But the god man ſhall ſ& him to his com- 

fozte and reioyſing, as we may percepue by the woꝛdes of 

the Apoſtle which ſayeth : vntill the comming of our Lozd 

Jeſu Ch2ilt (that is to ſay) at the day of death when Chꝛiſt 
crucifycd ſhall appeare as well vnto the god as vnto the 
wicked. And Chꝛiſt him ſelfe ſapeth of John the Euan⸗ 

geliſt: So will J haue him to abyde vntill J come, That 

is to ſay, continuing in virginitie vntill J come vato hys 
death. Fo we read of foure maner of commings that Chꝛiſt 

ſhall come , Two of them are viſible. The firſt in humilitie 

to redeme the wozid, The ſecond in maieſlie vnto iudge⸗ 

ment. And the other two are vnuiſible. The firſt whereof loha. 10 
is in the mynde of man by grace. Whereof it is ſayd in the 

[l; wee ſhall come vnto him, and ſhall make our re- 
mayning place with him. The ſecond is in the death of e⸗ 

uery fapthfull man. And therevpon John in the reue lation Apoc.an 
ſapeth ; come Lozd Jeſus, | 


e ſpirife ſhall departe, and he ſhall return ot the rotes 

8 0 #| into his earth. At þ tyme all their thoughtes ode of mens 

F dau periſhe . O howe many things e how fta. 

i arecate thinges doe moztall men conſider "_ 

g kT 0) and thinks vpon, about the vncerteyntie 

— ot they; wo:ibly pꝛouiſions. But ſodepnly 

by the comming of death all thinges which they thought ,,., __. 

on and fozecaſted,doe tmmediatly vaniſh away. Lyke vnto . . 

a ſhadow when the ſunne declyneth, they are taken away. 

And lyke vnto a Locuſt they are ſmitten down. o þ the ſpt- 

rit of man ſhal go out of him not willingiy, vut vn willing- 

te. Hee — diſmiſſe with doler, that which he did pꝛoke ſſe 
ith defire, 


Gen. z. 


Plal.1e1. 


Ecelc.! ” 


Tob.21, 
Ela,z1, 


Lob. 18.47. 
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and whether he will o2 nyll, there is a terme apopnted the 


which hee ſhal not paſſe over, Jn the which earth ſhal return 
vnto earth. o it is watten, Thou arte earth, into earth 
thou ſhalt noe, Foz it is naturall that the thing made of any 
ſubſtance ſhould bee reſolued into that ſubſtance agapne. He 
ſhall take away their ſpirite therefoze and they ſhall fayle, 
and ſhall returne into their duſt, And when man dpeth, hee 
hall enherite, beaſtes, cattell, Derpents,and wozmes , Foz. 
all thoſe ſhall reſt in duſt, and wozmes ſhall conſume them, 
The wo2me ſhall cate them lyke a garment, and ſhall cons 
ſume them as a moth conſumeth the wollen cloth. J am to 
be conſumed ſapeth Job) lyke vnto rottenneſſe, and lyks 
vnto a garment that is fretted with mothes , J haue ſapde 
vnto rottenneſſe, Py father, my mother, my fiſter,are gong 
vnto wozmes meate. Pan is rottennefſe and putrifaction, 
and ſo are the ſonnes of man. Filthy are our fo2cfathers, vile 
are our mothers,and how vyle are our ſiſters 2 Foz man is 
begotten and concepued of bloud, putrifyed by the feruent 
heate of luſt and contupiſence. And yet the woꝛmes do come 
about his carkaſſe as mourners, Whileſft he lined he bzedde 
nittes and lyſe, and being dead her b2&edeth wozmes and 
macottes , UW! hileſt he lined hee made filthy oꝛdures and ex⸗ 
crements. And being dead, he maketh putrefaction x ſtinke. 
One man defendeth another onelp. But being dead hee de⸗ 
fendeth many wozmes . Oh what is moꝛe filthy than the 
carkaſſe ofa man? o what moꝛe hozrible than a dead man? 
he whoſe embzaſing had bene moſt amiable meeting him 
on ipue, even his loke will bee moff terrible when hee is 
dead. Uhat pꝛeuayle rifches therefoze:whatpꝛeuaple ban⸗ 
quetings: what delightes: they can not deliuer man from 
death. They caþ not defend him from the woꝛme. Neyther 
ſhall they pꝛeſerue him from ſtinking, Be which eare while 
ſat gloꝛious in his thꝛone 02 chayꝛe, lyeth now deſpyſed in 
bis Tombe Ver which but late lp flo:iſhed in the Courte, 
doth now Ive filthuly in his graue. He which but earewhiles 
d:d fare defilily in his parler, is www conſumed x tote with 
w22mcs 


of worldly vanities, 


woꝛmes in his Depulchze. | 
The wo2me and the fyze are the renenge of the flcſh vn- OF the forew- 
to the wicked man. And eyther of them is of two kyndes, full cemem- 
Chat is to ſay, the inwarde and the outwarde wo2me and PRs of ine 
fy2e . The inwarde wozme and fy2e gnaweth and burneth J 
the harte, the outwaid wozme oz fyze doeth fret and burne g y. 
the booy. Theyʒ woꝛme (ſayth her) ſhall neuer dye, and their kla. vl. 
fy2e ſhall not be quenched, The Lo2de ſhall ſend wozmes 
and fyꝛe vpon their fleſh,that they may be burned and fele ld. 
it foz euer. The wozme of conſcience ſhal tempozally teare 
them,the memo2y thall affli& them, repentance ſhall vere 
them, and perplexitie ſhall tozment them. Foz they ſhall 
come into the thought of their finnes fcarcfuily,and theyz $ap.4 x: 
iniquities on the other ſide ſhall diſhonour them, Saping: 
what hath the boaſt of riches pzofited vs? and what hath 
pꝛyde pꝛeuapled fo2 vs? All thoſe thinges ace paſſed ouer 
lpke vnto a thadow, euen lyke vnto a ſhippe which paſſeth 
in the flowing wa es, whoſe ſteppes oz pathe no man can 
fynde oꝛ percey.:c when it is paſte, Euen ſo we as ſone as 
we be boꝛne, begin to leaue this lpfe. Foz wee are able to 
ſhewe no token of vertue, but are conſumed in our wicked⸗ 
neſſe, They ſhall recoꝛd with exceeding great trouble, that 
wh:ch they did with ouer great delight. That the goade of 
their memo2y map p2icke them vnto puniſhment e payne, 
whom the Sepulchze of wickedneſſe did d2yue vnto ſinne, 

They which repent and doe penance will ſaye in them- on ” vapto 
ſelues, we haue erred from the way of truth and the light cf ofen. 
righte ouſneſle hath not ſhone vpon vs. Then ſhal they be⸗ hem which 
gin to ſay vnto the hilles and mountepnes: fall vpon vs arc damned. 
and couer vs, They ſhall repent to their payne and puniſh- 52p-5- 


ment, but they ſhall not bee conuerted vnto remiſſion and ona 4 


E 


foꝛgiueneſſe. Fo2 it is but merte and right that they which *? 
would not when they might, ſhould be barred to haue po⸗ 
wer when they would. Foz the Lo2de hath giuen a tyme 
and place fo; repentaunce, and they haue abuſed the ſame. 
Therfoze the rich man which was tozmented in the flames 
dye 
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did ſay vnto Abzaham, IJ beſech ther father that thou will 
Luc.16. ſend Lazarus vnto the houſe of my father, Fo2 J haue fiug 
bꝛethꝛen. That he may be a witneſſe vnto them, leaſt they 
alſo doe come into this place of loꝛment. Unto whom when 
Ab2aham had aunſwered, they haue Payſes andthe P3z0- 
phets. Let them hcare thoſe. Ne added No father Abzaham, 
but if any man ſhould goc fro the dead vnto them, they will 
repent. So he alſo dyd now repent in hell. But bicauſe hee 
knewe that it was vnpꝛoſitable, he deſired that this might 
be declared vnto his bꝛethꝛen. That they might doe frutes 
full pennaunce in this woꝛlde. Fo2 repentaunce map then 
p2ofitte a man, when it is in hys pcwer to ünne. 


Of the vn- Men beholde Angelles and are troubled with hozrible 
ſpeakeable feare, mourning thzough perplexitie of the ſpirite and ſays 
— ing: theſe be they whom heretofoꝛe we had in deriſion, and 
Foz we (beyng ſenſeleſſe ) did eſteeme theyꝛ lyfe madnelle, 
and their ende without honour , But beholde howe thep 
are compted amongeſt the ſonnes of God, and their lot is 
amongelt the Saintes. Agayne, it ſhall be a puniſhement 
fo2 the wicked, to behold the glozy of the bleſed, although 
percaſe after the ende of judgement . But the bleſſed ſhall 
ſe the repꝛobate in toꝛmentes, acco2ding fo this text: the 
tuft man ſhall retoyce when he ſeeth the reuenge of ſinners, 
But the repꝛobate ſhall not ſ& the blefſed in gloꝛy actoꝛ⸗ 
ding to this tert: let the wicked man be taken away, leaſk 
he ſe the nlo2y of God. Such things doe the wicked ſay in 
hell, bicauſe the hope of the wicked is lyke vnto thiſtle down 
which is toſſed with the wynde , And lyke vato a fender 
froth which is caft from the deepe waters, and lyke vnto 
ſmoke ſcattered with the wynd,and lyke vnto the remem⸗ 
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The koꝛe of hell is neyther nouryſhed wyth fewell, of hen tyra. 
no2 kyndled wyth bellowes, but was created by Gad, Exe. 2. 
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encheable from the beginning of the wozld, Fo? it is 
wzitten: the fpze ſhall conſume him which is not kinds 
led. And it is thought to be vnder the earth acco2ding to that 
ſaying of Eſay,hell vnder the earth is troubled againſt thy 
comming . Vut all places are penall vnto the rep2obate, 
Which doe alwayes carry tozments aud veration againſt 
themſelues. J will bzing fozth (ſaycth ha) fyze from ths 
nuiddeſt of thee which hal cate thee, And the fyꝛe cf hel ſhal 
euer burne and never ſhine, it ſhall euer ſkald, and neuer 
tonſume And ſhall cuer aſſayle, and euer fayle. oz in hell 
there is merueilous cloudy darkenc ſle, vnmeaſurable bii⸗ 
terneſſe of payne, and infinite euerlaſtingne ſſe of all myſe⸗ 
ty. Bynde him hand and fate / ſayth her) and thzow him into 
outward darkeneſſe. There halbe werping au. d gna ing of 
teeth , Eucry member fo; his finnes ſhall beare his pꝛoper 
puntſhment That it may therewith be puniſhed wherwith 
bath ſinned , Fo2 it is w2itten : by what ſoeuer a man 
the ſame ſhall he be puniſhed. Do that he which 
nned with his tongue, ſhall be to:mented by the tongue. 
therefozc he cryed: O father Abꝛaham haue compaſſiũ 
on mer, and ſend Lazarus that he may dippe the end of his 
finger into the water, and cole my tongue , Foz J am tozs 
mented in this flame. | 
The repꝛobate ſhall not onely be w2apped in ontwarde 
darkeneſſe, but alſo in inward darkencfe. Foz they ſhall at 
one ſelfe tyme lacke both the ſpirituall light,aud the coꝛpo⸗ 
rall light. Foꝛ it is w2itten: the wicked ſhall be taken a⸗ 
wap leaſt he ſhould ſ& the glo:yof God. Who oneip ſhall 
then be light everlaſting . And the repꝛobate ſhall beare ſo 
great perplexitie in their puniſhmt᷑t, that they ſhal ſkarce⸗ 
lybe able to think vpon any other thing than the ir paines. 
And ſhal there apply the foꝛce of their thoughts. 
Salomon ſayeth: there is neyther wozking, noꝛ accompt 
in hell, Roꝛ wiſedome, noꝛ knowledge, where thou makelt 
ſuch haſt to goe. Fo2 obliuion ſhall be ſo great in the repꝛo⸗ 
kate, ſo great blyndneſſe cf mynde, and lo great _— 
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of worldly vanities. 


of reaſon that ſeldome'o2 neuer they tan ryſe fo thinck vp⸗ Tal. 75. 
on god. No2 can b2eath one thought of repentance. Foz 
confeſſion periſheth from a dead man, as from him which 
is not at all. As it is wzitten : The dead ſhalt not pzayfe 9-24 
thee ( O Lozd)no: they which goe downe into hell. Shall not 
tonfeſſe thee . Noz death laude and p2ayſe thee. 
Let me goe( ſayth Job) that J may lament a while my o 
paynes, befo2e J go to the darkeſome land, which is coue⸗ n ene, 
red with the clondes of death, the land of miſery 4 varke- 106.10! 
neſſe where the ſhadow of death, and no oꝛder, but perpe⸗ 
tuall hozro2 doe tnhabitt , Pet there ſhalbe oꝛder in the Luke.s. 
quantitie of paynes , Fo with what meaſure you meat, Sap 6. 
it halbe meaſured to you agayne. That they which finned 2 
| molt greeucouſly may be moſte greeuouſip punntſhed , Foz 
they which are mightie ſhall ſuffer to2zmentes mighkilpe. 
| & But ther ſhalbe no oꝛder in the quality of thinges. Foz fro 
the lnowe and water, they ſhalbe put into hote ſkaldingfier, 
That the ſodeyne change of the contraries may make their 
greees the greater. J haue (ene by experience, that if one 
which is burned,do ſtraight waies put his hurt into p wa⸗ 
| ter, he ſhall feele afterwards þ greater ſkalding, 
| Men are put into hell like ſhepe,+ death ſhall feeve vpon 
them. This is ſpoken by v ũmilytude of beaſtes and cattell, Och acuer 
which do not pluck vp graſſe c herbes by þ rotes, but crope failing of the 
et the toppes » the graſſe may growe againe foꝛ their fwde, torments of 
So alſo p wicked( as if they were fedd vp6 by death) ſhall re- ell 
| nine vnto death, z we may dye eue rlattingiy as Ouid ſaith; : 
| Sic rconſumprum Tit y emper , rene/ceont 
| 
4 


ſoc perit vt poſſur ſape perire [ecur. 
Lhe ſhall death be immoꝛtall, then ſhall þ dead lyue which 
be dead vnto life. They ſhall ſ@ke death 4 ſhall not finde it, 
bicauſe they had lief 4 loſt it. Harken vnto John in the re- 
, uelation which ſayth: Jn thoſe dayes men hall ſeke beath 
+ | ſhall not finde it. They ſhall deſier to dye x death ſhall fiye 
, & from them. O death how ſweet ſhouldeſt thou nowe ſeeme 
| | vnto them, which A —_ thee ſo bitter + 
[ ho 
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| ſhall deſire ther 4 wiſh foz thee only which did vehemttly ab- 
hozre the onely. The let no mi flatter himſelf, + ſay » god 
The reprobat Will not be alwaycs angry, no2 be offended fo2 euer, but 
Niall neucr be Hig mertyes Are ouer all his wozkes , Dinte when he is 
dchucred fto angt ie he will not foꝛget to be mercifall. Neither doth he 


hate any of the thinges which he hath made. Making as 
an argument of crro2 that which the Lo2de ſapth by the 
zophet:Chey ſhalbe gathered together into one biel into 
lake, e ther they ſhalbe ſhut vp in pꝛiſõn. And after many 
dayes they ſhalbe viſited. Fo man ſinned but foꝛ a tyme, 
and then god will not puniſhe fo2 euer. O vapne hope. O 
falſe pzeſumption, Let not man beleue being vaynely de- 
cepued by errro2) that he is to be redeemed foz any p2ice, 
Foz in hell ther is no redeption. Therfo2e ſinners ſhalbe gas 
thered together into the lake v ſhalbe ſhat into pꝛiſon. But 
in hell. In which they ſhalbe tozmeted without bodyes, vn⸗ 
fill the daye of tudgement , And then after many dayes 
(that is after they are ryſen againe with their bodies at the 
latter day)they ſhalbe vyſited . Net vato ſaluati6 but foz re- 
nenge, Bicauſe after the day of judgement, they ſhalbe the 
moꝛe grenouſly piiſhed, But it is ſaid in an other text, Jwil 
viſit their iniquities with a rodd,x their finnes with ſtripes, 
Therſoꝛe God is offended with the pee deſtinate tempo⸗ 
ally bicauſe god doth ſcourge enecy ſone who he loueth. By 
which wo2ds 5 is gathered: he will not be angry vntill the 
end. But with the repꝛobate god is offended eternally. By 
cauſe it is met © right v as the wicked hath vſed fraud and 
diſſimulatid in his eucrlaſting, ſo god may vle reuenge and 
puniſhment in his euerlaſtuig alſo. Fo2 although p facultic 
and power to ſinne doe leaue him, yet doth hee not leaue wil 
q deſire to ſinne. Foz if is w2itten the pꝛide of them p were 
hate full doth al wayes aNende, The repꝛobate (which are 
alreadie in diſpaire of fozgenencfle ) ſhall not be humbled, 
but their mallice and hatred ſhalbe growne and increaſe 
as though they would haue him not to be at all, by whome 
they knowe that they be ſo vnhappily. They will curſe the 

bigheſt 
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higheſt, and blaſpheme the al mighty Complaning that he 
is wicked bica: ſe he bath created them ente punthment, 
and is neuer inclined to foꝛgeueneſſe. Oc ue care vnto zohn 
in the reuclation ſaying: d great hayle came downe from reo. 
heauen vpon men, and men blaſphemed Sod Fo2 j; plague 
of hayle bicauſe it was ertedinge great. So that the will of 
the damned, although he haue loſt theffect of his power, hath 
alwaycs an intent and affection of mallice 4 miſchefe , and 
that of it ſcife ſhalde a puniſhment in hel, which was ſinne 
and offence in the woꝛld. Although peraduenture it is there 
alſo a ſinne, but not to the deſeruing of puniſh ment Ihere⸗ 
foze the wicked bicauſe he ſhall al waies haute in him ſeife 
the gyltineſſe of his ſmne, he hal likewiſe fle in him ſelfe 
the toꝛment of his payne, ſoꝛ that which he himſclfe did not 
take away by repentance. Cod dyd not fozgeve hy parde ne. 
And ſo it ſerueth as a great joint of rightesuſnc ſſe to them 
which are to be iudged, that they neuer lack puniſhment in 
bell, which neuer wanted will to nne and offend in theyz 
life t me. They would if they could haue lynt d without end, 
that they might alſo without ende haue ſinned, Fo? they 
which neuer ceaſe to ſinne whiles they lyue, do ſhew that 
they deſper alwaics to lyue in nne. 4 
Which of you (ſayth Eſay)can dwel with the enertafting Tee 
Pꝛeius: Theſe men ſhalbe a ſmoke in my fury,a durninge in mas, 
kyer all the day, 4 by night it ſhal not be quenched. But the 1.33 63. 
ſmoke thercof ſhall aſcendfo2 euer. And Eteremy ſayth : 4 Hier. 2 5- 
wil gene you oner vnto cuerlaſting ſhaine and repꝛoch, and 
vnto perpetuall ignompnie, which ſhalt neuer be taken a- 
way with obliuion , Then Daniell, they which haue lept 
(ſayth he) in the duſt of the earth, ſhal awake: ſt me vnto eter⸗ 
nall lyfe, and ſome vnto repꝛoch which they ſhall a!waics a⸗ 
bide . Salomon: the wicked man deinge onte dead, there ,, 
ſhall be no hope of him, his deſtruction ſhall come vppon r. ;.* 
him foz an example. And ſodeynly he ſhalbe ſtriken and 
hall have no medecyne to cure it. John the Appoſtle ſayeth Ap 
allo: If anye man wozſhippe 6" a and hys Image, 
.t, Ve 
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He ſhal dꝛinck of the wyne of gods w2ath,+ ſhalbe toꝛmen⸗ 
ted w fyer 4 bꝛimſtone a the ſmoke of his toꝛments ſhall aſs 
tend fo2 euer 4 euer. Neither ſhal he haue reſt day noz night, 
which hath woꝛſhipped p beaſt & his image. Che very truth 
it ſelt dethj tt me all theſe: which ſhal repꝛoue the damned 
ſeatencially in iudgement. When he ſhal ſay, Oo pou turſed 
into eucrlaſting fyer which is pꝛepared fo2 the de ill x his 
angells. Now if acco2ding to the diuine opinion, all tryall of 
truth doth ſtande in the mouthes of two oz the witneſſes, 
how much moꝛe ſhall it ſtand by theſe teſtimonies of ſo ma- 
ny and ſo notable men. 
Behold thercfo2e the day of the Lo2d ſhall come crucll x 


of put of indignation, w2ath 4 fury,to bꝛing the earth into ſoli⸗ 


tarines, e to chaſe þ ſinners therof out of the ſame, Foꝛ the 
ſtars of þ heauens ⁊ the bꝛightnes therof wil not geue their 
light. The Sũne wilbe oucrcaſt w darcknes at his ryſing, £ 
the Pane ſhall not ſhine in hir cource, And J wil vint eutll 
vp6 thearth,+ wil ſet p iniquitie of the wicked men againſt 
thiſclues.And J wil make the pꝛide of the vnfaythful to be 
til, wil bꝛing do wn the arrogice of the mighty, Therfoze 
all the handes ſhalbe weakened and all hartes of men ſhal- 
be tamed and aſtonied. They ſhall haue panges and gripes, 
and ſhall fœle payne lyke vnto women with child? ,E-iery 
man ſhall loke agaſt and a maſed on his neighbour, and the 
countenaunces of their faces ſhalbe tanned and burnt. That 
day ſhalbe the day of wꝛath, the day of trouble, the daye of 
perplexitie, the daye of calamitie, and the dape of miſerys, 
The day of miſt q darknes, the day of the clang of p Tropet, 
bicauſs the Lo2d ſhall make an end w ſperd, of all thẽ which 
dwel vpon the earth. And that ſodeyne day ſhal creepe lyke a 
ſnare vpon all the which ſit vpo the face of the round wo2ld, 
Fo2 as a lightning he c6meth out of the Caſt,+ is ſ@&ne tw 
to the welt. Such ſhalbe the comming of the ſonne of man. 
Foꝛ the daye of the Lo2de is lyke a thofe , and ſhall come 
ſtealinge in the night. When they ſay peace and ſecuritie 
then ſodeyne diſtruction ſhall come vpon them, lyke vnto 
the 
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the paines of a womi in hir belly + they ſhall not cſkape the, 

And there ſhall happen great tribulation befo2e this dap, of the tribu- 
ſuch as neuer was from the beginning of the wozld fo this lation that 
pꝛeſent noꝛ euer ſhalbe. And but the dayes were ſhoztened, 2"! goc ge. 
no ficthe could be ſaued , Foz nation ſhall ryſc againſt nati- f 1 es 
on and kingdome againſt kingdome, and great earthquakes Nat a. 
ſhalbe in many places, peſtilences and famynes, and terroꝛs 
from heauen, and many greate tokens ſhalbe ſcene. Then 
ſhalbe tokenes in the Dunne, and in the Mane, and in the 
ſtarres , Running togethers of people fo2 the confuſion of 
the Sea and the floudes , Pen wythering vp fo? feare and 
erpectation which ſhall happen to the whole wozlo , Ther 
ſhall ryſe falſe Chꝛiſtes and falſe Pꝛophetes, and they ſhall 
ſhewe great tokens and wonders , So that many ſhalber ſe⸗ 
duced info erro:ur(yea if it many be)eucn the ele. The ap- 
poſtle ſayth . Then ſhall man be reuealed fo: the Sonne of 
perdition. Which is againſt all and is extolled aboue all 
that is called oꝛ woꝛſhipped as god. So that he ſittcth in the 
Temple of god as if he were god. v home cur Loꝛd Jeſus 
ſhall kill with the ſpirite of his mouth. And the P2ophett 
Helie ſhalbe ſent befoze, that the great day of the Loꝛd ſhal 
tome. Great and ho2rible ſhall he be, and ſhall conuert the Malec. 4. 
hartes of the fatheres vnto their childꝛen, and the hartes of 
the childꝛen towards their fathers, with whome Enoch alſo 
ſhall come , 4 they hall pꝛopheſie a thouſande two hundꝛed 
and ſirtie daycs, clothed in ſackcloth. And when they haue 
finiſhed their teſtymonie the beaſt which ſhall come vp ont Apo. 
of the depth, ſhall make warre againſt them . And ſhall o⸗ 
uer come and kill them, and their bodies ſhall lye in p ſtrets 
of the great Citie which is called Sodom, and Egipt wher⸗ 
as our Loꝛd was crucified, And after the dayes + a half the 
ſpirit of lief ſhall enter into them. 

Immediately after þ tribulatis of thoſe dayes,the ſũne ſhal Oſthe fgnes 

be darkened + the one ſhal not giue hir licht,+ the ſtarres and tokens 

chal fall fro heauen, the powers of þ heanfs ſhalbe moued, which ſhall 

and thi ſhall appere þ figne 2 tokt᷑ ot p ſõne of mi in heaut᷑. Soc befor. 
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And then all the Zrybes of the earth ſhall bewayle them- 
ſclues as John ſayth in the reuelation : Zhe Ringes of 
the earth. the P2inces, and the ritch men, the mightte and 
all both bond and fre, ſhall hyde themſelues in Caues, and 
Dennes in the mountaynes, and ſhall ſape to the hilles 
and to the rockes . Fall vpon vs and hyde vs from the face 
of hun which ſitteth vpon the thzone ? and from the w2ath 
of the Lambe , Bicauſe the great day of their anger is come, 
And who can abyde it . And he ſhall ſend his Angels with a 
trompe anda greate voyce and they ſhall gather to gether 

the choſen from the fower wyndes and from the height of 
the heauens vnto thendes thereof ? And the Appoſtle ſaith; 

Then the Loꝛd himſelfe in the voyce and commanundemet 

of an Archangell ſhall come downe from heauen . And the 

all they which are in their graues ſhall heare the voyce of 
the Sonne of God. And ſhall come fozth . The god vnto 

the reſurrection of lief, but the wicked vnto the refurreats 

of iudge ment. Death and hell ſhall ycld foꝛth their deade 

which arc in them. Behold he ſhall come in the clowdes 

and cuery eye ſhall ſ& him. Vea, they which kicked againſt 

bim, and all the Trybes of the earth ſhal bewaile 4 mourne, 
and then they ſhall ſer the Donne of man coming in a cloud 
with great power maieſtie. And the Lo2d ſhall come to 
make reuenge, not onely with the Appeſtles but alſo with p 
Elders of theſe people. Where vpon Salomon doth ſape: A 
noble man is he in his gates when he ſhall ſift with the De- 
natoꝛs of the land , Foꝛ they ſhall ſitt alſo vpon the ſeates 
of þ rii, Tr bes of Iſarel. loked (ſayth Daniel) vntill the 
Thꝛones were plated, and þ eldeſt did ſit down, Whoſe gar⸗ 
met was as white as ſnowe. And the hears of his head as 
cleane as woll. is Thꝛone was the fire of the flame, the 
wheles therof were bꝛight kindled fp2e. A flowing raſwyft 
riining fire did go foꝛth frb his face, Thowſads 4 thowſands 
did adminiſter vnto him. And ten times hũdꝛeths of thouſavs 
did aſſiſt him. Our god ſhall come opfly ⁊ manifeſtly, our god 


hal cde + hal nat be ſilet,ther ſhalbe bꝛight burn ĩg fire in his 
ſight and 


of worldly vanities. 
and round about him a mightie tfpeſt . Be called the heauen 


fc6 on high x the earth to iudge his people, Then al nacions Mat. 23. 
ſhalbe gathered together befo2c him. He ſhal ſeperate them 

one from an other as the ſhepehearddoth ſeperate his ſhepe 

from the goates. And he ſhall place them, the ſhepe on the 

right hand and the goates on the left hand, 

D how great ſhall the dꝛead and trembling then be? and gf the power 
how great ſhalbe the lametacions and wepings?Fo2 if the iſedome & 
pilloꝛs d tremble and dꝛead his comming, and the angels 71ghtcovtnes 
of peace ſhal werpe bitterly, what ſhal ſinners do: if the iuſt *. ludge. 
ſhall ſkarcely be ſaued, where ſhall the wicked # ſinners ap- j\" . + 
peare? Cherefoze cryeth the Pꝛophet? D Loꝛd enter not in- m. 142 
to judgement with thy ſeruant, ſoꝛ no man liuing ſhalbe iu⸗ 10d. 2 
ſfified in thy ſight. If thou O Loꝛd do regarde iniquities, O 
Lo2d who ſhal abyde it. Fo2 who would not feare a zudge 
p is molt mightic? Since no man can flye frõ him oꝛ cfcape 
his hands. Poſt wyle,bicauſe no man can hide himſclf from 
him oꝛ decetue him. And moſt iuſt, ſince no man can co2rupt 
him, If you lake foꝛ might x ſtregthzhe is moſt frog # migh⸗ 
tie. Wiſe in his heart, t mightie in powꝛe. It᷑ you call foꝛ e⸗ 
quitie in iudgem*fzno ma dare geue teſtimonie foꝛ me. If 3 
wold iuſtiſie my ſelf, mine own mouth wold codemne me. If 
I ſhold ſay that J am innocẽt, he wil pꝛoue me fewd x faltie, 
rea though J were ſimple. He ſpake the woꝛds x they were 
made, he did cõmand t they were treated. Which calleth the 
ſtars, they ſay here we are. Which maketh his angels ſpi⸗ 
rits, a his miniſters, the flame of fper. {WW hoſe wil nothing at Luc. 
al refiſteth, Tinto whom no woꝛd is impoſſible, Unto whom Phillip - 2. 
all knees do bend, both heauenly 4 earthly,+ they that are in lm. 33» 
hell, The him no man can flye frõ oꝛ eſkape,as the Pꝛophet id 
ſaifh:3f I aſcend vp into heauen thou art there. And if go 
do lon into hell thou art there alſo. He ſearcheth the hart and 
p raynes:vnto whoſe eyes all things are made open Which 
tan number the d2oppes of the rayne,+ the ſands of þ Sea. 
The God of knowledge, the Loꝛd which fozcſeth al things 
and is pzyuic to all thinges , the ſearcher of all ſecrettes. 

E. iui. From 


Fecle. 11. 
Plalm 7. 


The yiewe 


From him no man can lurke as the Apoſtle ſayeth : there is 
no creature vnuiſible in his ſight. e is a iuſte iudge, migh⸗ 
tie and long ſufferyng . Which neyther by entreatte, noz 
by rewatvcs, neyther fe2 loue no2 foꝛ hatred, will declyne 
from the right may. But goyng euermoꝛe in the high wap 
docth ſuffer none euill to ſcape vnpuniſhed. No2 lcaueth 
any godneſſe vnrewarded. Zhercfoze no man can co2- 
Plal.63. rupt hum. Acco2dyng to the ſaying of the Pſalmiſt ; thou 
ſhalt giue vnto euerp one acco2dpng to his derdes. 
Ofthe devine Then who would not feare that examination where⸗ 
ludgement. in he ſhal be both the Accuſer, the Aduocate, and the Judge? 
Mat.23- Fo2 he ſhall accuſe when he chall ſay: J was hungry, and 
you gaue me not to cate. J was thirſtie, and you gaue me 
not to dꝛinke. He ſhall pleade lyke an Adnocate, when he 
ſhall adde there vnto: as long as you did it not to one of the 
leaſt of theſe, vou did it not vnto mer. Vee ſhall iudge when 
he ſhall conclude ſaying: goe from mee you accurſed into c- 
u*rlaſtyng fy:e , There ſhall nzde no witneſſes in that 
— iudgement, fo2 then the hidden places of the darke ſhall 
— 6; de made manifeſt , Foz nothing is hidden which ſhal not 
Apoc.i4, berencaled , Then the bokes of conſcience ſhall be ope- 
ned, Then ſhall the dead be iudged by thoſe thinges which 
are w2itten in þ boke: fo2 theyꝛ wozks do folow them,Yow 
greatly ſhal ſinners be aſhamed whe they; moſt wicked and 
abhominable faultes ſhall be ayparant and manyfeſt vnto 
all men: Bleſſed are they whoſe iniquities are foꝛgiuen, 
ylal.zz, and whoſe ſinnes are couered , Foz hee can neuer bee re- 
voked oꝛ called backs from that ſentence , Since the father 
bath giuen all iudgement vnto the ſonne. Which ſhutteth 
and no man openeth , ZUhich openeth, and no man ſhut- 
teth., Foꝛ the mouth of the Lo2de hath ſpoken it. 
Thatnothing Then wealth ſhall not pꝛeuaple, honours ſhall make 
22 no defence, no friendes can make any interteſſion. Foz 
be damned. it is written: they2 golde and they? ſiluer ſhall not ber 
able to delyuer them in the dap of the Lo2des furpe . All 


lob 5. 
Apoc. 3. 1. the Kynges cf the carth ſhall werpe and lamente, when 
they 


— ——_—_—_ 


— — 


of worldly van ties. 


they ſhal ſee the ſmoke of the fyer,th2ough the heate of their Re. 
tozments, What then will you do in the dap of the Lo2bg G6. 
furte, in the day of viſitacion and calamitie comming from 
farre of? to whome will you runne fo; helpe ? euer man 
ſhal! beare his owne burthen, The ſoule which hath finned 
ſhall dye O ſtreight iudgement. When men ſhall peald ac⸗ 
toumpt, not onelp of their derdes, but of euery idle woꝛde 
which they haue ſpoken in that day of iuobgement. The debt 
with the vſury ſhall be demaunded and eracted vnto the laſt 
farthing . Who then can fly from the wꝛath and anger to 
come: then the ſonne of of man ſhall ſend his Angells, and 
they ſhall gather out of his kingedome all ſcandalles and of- 
fences,and ſuch as do wickedly. And they ſhall make them 
as faggettes toburne , and caſt them into the furnaſſe to 
burne , and ſhall caſt them into the furnaſſe of burninge 
yer, whereas wepinge and gnaſhinge of tethe , how- 
ling and complayning, lamentactons and toꝛmentes, crying 
and ſh2yching,feare and trembling, ſhalbe heard. Payne 
and labour, heat and ſtinch, darkneſſe and perplexitie, bit⸗ 
terneſſe, neede, and calamitte,doubtfullneſſe and hea- 
uineſſe, ſoꝛgetfulneſſe, and confuſton, grypes and 
panges, ſowꝛe ſozrowes and terro2s,hon- 
ger and thꝛyſt, colde and froſt,fper and 
bzymeſtone , and burning fper foz 
euer and euer, world with⸗ 
out ende. Amen. 
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Of the huge great nes and 


cnormitic of ſinnes. 


we 


The ſecond parte. 


Od is peereleſſe,and/no man may alter his 
* Ag determination. Wherfoze I haut ben trou⸗ 


A | 

j 1 * 
— 
o 


x <y bled in my mynde to behold him, and whi⸗ 
leſt J conſidered him J was perplered with 
7 S 4 feare. The moze diligently and clearly that 
Sen == a man docth weigh + ponder p rigo2 of the 
dinine — W the treſpaſfes of his own couerſa- 
tio, ſo much the moꝛe feareful hee ſhal be on all ſides, ſince 
he is not ignoꝛant how terrible it is to fal into ; had of god, 
which ſpeaking by Moyſes ſaith : There is no man 5 can 
take out of my hande oz power . Whcrevpon it folows 
eth, that no man can alter his determinatid. Fo2 ſo much as 
whatſoeuer he determined in him ſelfe, decrerd to be done 
fro the beginning, no man can let oꝛ hinder. Euen as God 
him ſelf being holy gloꝛious doeth teſtiſie by the P 
My purpoſe ſhall ſtand, : all nry will ſhall be fulfilled , And 
againe: who is lyke vnto mer ? 02 who ts able to ſuſteine 
mee 2 and what is he may reſiſt my countenance ? behold 
Cod is great, God is high in his mightie ſtrength, and none 
of the lawe giuers is lyke vnto hun, who may ſearch out 
narowly his wayes ? o2 who can ſay vnto him: Thou haſte 
done iniquitie: Here vpon alſo God is called inflexible oꝛ im⸗ 
moueable. Not fo2 that he can not be pleaſed oꝛ appeaſed, oꝛʒ 
fo2 that by hia pꝛouidence he ſetteti neteſſitie vpon things. 
But bicauſe his foꝛeſights and ozdinances are vnuariable, 
inkallible, and moſt certayne, Nepther is there any thing 
(comparing it to the eternail and pꝛoument regard of the 
diupne onderſtandyng that can be thought caſrali,o2 that 
changeth by hapßpe. Whercfoze the mo2e ſharpely that 
we behold the inconipꝛe henſible and vnſcarcheable depth or 
the diuine iudgements, the vnſpeakeable frailtie x defects 
of our own nature, togither w the greatnes of our ſaluatid: 


Do much F moe hitble : wary we ſhal haue wt caziſe to be, 
aud 


The ſhameof ſinne. 


and ſo much the moze fearcfully herdefully we ſhal walke 
befo2e the maieſtie of the higheſt God, Foz behold, we are 
ſet in the middeſt of the whole woꝛld. Chat is to ſay on this 
earth,betweene the heauenly kingdome, and the confuſed 
helliſh Chaos. 
Certeynly knowe that at the length we ſhall be led ey- 

ther to the eternall felicitie of heauen, oz cls to the perpe⸗ 
tuall toꝛmentes of hell. Dh that the tongue of our hartes 
would taſt this ſelfe ſame moꝛſell as it deſerueth to be ta- 
ſted. Fo2 then J thinke we ſhould neuer loſely be giuen 
ouer vnto vayne pleaſure and delights, we ſhould not ſpend 
our tyme laughing, ſpoꝛting, oꝛ playing,but in weeping and 
repentance. So as we might truly confeſſe with Job; That lob. . 
we haue alwayes feared God as the ſwelling waues which 
would ouerwhelme vs. Being induced therevnto by the 
deepe contemplation of the Pſalmiſt ſaying; Come and be- Pfal. s;. 
hold the woꝛks of God which is terrible in his degrees vp- 
on the ſonnes of men. And Paule ſapth: O pzofound depth Rom. 11. 
of the treaſure of Govs knowledge and wiſe dome, howe 
incomp2ehenſible are his iudgementes: and how vnſearch⸗ 
able are his wayes ? he is the Lo2d that almightie Ring, in 
whoſe power and domimon all thinges are conſtituted, 
Who only ts peereleſſe. So that his being doeth influitely 
extell the being of any thing that is created, as that(in re⸗ 
ſpect thercof)all other things ſteme (as it were) to haue no 
being at all. Furthermoze, ſince we are beſet in ſo greate 
daunger, what remapneth foz vs to doe, o2 what remedye 
is p2zofcred vnto vs, but euen that we eſchue and anoyde 
with a molt vigilant mynde thoſe thinges whereby God ſo 

| d:eadfull) is offended, and whereby ſuch paynes of infinite 
damnation are pꝛocured: (which are ſinncs) euen as the 
ſcripture doeth admoniſhe vs ſaping. Flye from ſinne as 
from the ſight of a Serpent. Foz none aduerſitie ſhall be x... 270 
hurtfull vnto thee, if none iniquitie get the ouer hande of Gregor. 
thee , Wherefoze a yong man of ſingular capacitie, and my 
deareſt (of all deare) bꝛother, to the ende that we map moꝛe 


warcly 


Sap. 14. 


The ſtame of ſine. 


warely hereafter eſchue and auoyde ſinne , J intende fpꝛit 
(by Gods helpe) to w2ight foꝛ the ſtirring vp and inflaming 
of our ſoule. Of the enoʒmities, great miſchicfes and hurtes 
that come by ſin, That the vyleneſſe and filthineſſe of ſinne 
beyng perfectly vnderſtode and percepued, you may at the 
length fiye from vyce with ſo great dilligence that you may 
as well deſerue to be pꝛeuented and ado2ned by pour crea- 
to2 with giftes of grace, as you are already by him adoꝛned 
and pzcuented with giftes of nature. 


That only ſinne cauſeth a reaſonable creature to be diſplea- 
ſaunt, diſpiſable and odious vnto God, 


The fit ate. 


| == Cuen as there is nothing moꝛe to be defired 
han to pleaſe God, and to be (ef him) belo- 
A bewelemed,o: honoured: So is there no⸗ 
thing woꝛſe, moꝛe deteſtable 02 moꝛe terri⸗ 
Able, than to diſpleaſe him, and to be (of him) 
Ediſpiſed and hated , Jn lyke maner,as ver- 


tmes 4 and the actions of the ſame, doe make vs plcaſing, hono- 


rable,and welbcloued vnto the true God: So vicious quali- 
ties and ſinnes. do make vs vnto God diſpleaing, contemp⸗ 
tuous and hatefull. Foz he the almightie creatoꝛ of the vnt- 
uerſall woꝛld, although he loue all things as touching that 
they haue of him, that is to ſay, as touching their being 
which he doth vacefſantly conſerue in his kynd:acco2ding ts 
the ſaying of the wiſe man: Thou loueſt O Lo2d)all things 
that arc, and thou hateſt nothing of thoſe which thou haſte 
made: vet neuertheleſſe he hateth ſundzy reaſonable crea- 
tures, as touching that which they reteyne and are of their 
owne free will. That is to ſay, as touching iniquitie + their 
tranſgreſſions as the ſcripture ſayth : The wicked and his 
wickedneſffe are hatefull vafo God. And agayne, thou haſte 


bated all them that wozke iniquitie, and thou ſhalt _ 
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all them which ſpeake leafings,and that diſpiſeth them, her 
| witnefeth ſaping. Zhou haſt diſpiſed all them that went pal. . 
| a ſtray from thy righteouſneſſe, ſince their thoughtes were 
wicked, And agapne, he that dwelleth in the heauens ſhall 
laugh at them, and the Lo2de ſhall laugh them to ſko2ne, 
Lhen thall he ſpeake vnto them in his wꝛath, and in hys 
fur ie ſhall he vere and trouble them: pea cuen this thyng 
happeneth by the moſt iuſt iudgement of God. That they 
which contempne and diſhonour God, which is aboue all 
things to be exalted, and to be thought woꝛthieſt of all woz- 
thies, p2ceferring their owne will befoze his diupne plca- 
ſure: (hould be diſpiſed and ouerthzowne,by him as he him 
ſeife pꝛoteſteth ſaying : whoſocuer glozifieth ma, J will 
gloziſie him. But they which diſpiſe me, ſhall be vnable. 
Sch are all the wicked and peruerſe, which haue no care 
to heare the wo2d of God, oz doe omit the fulfilling therof, 
when they haue heard it. Df whom the euerlaſting e vn⸗ 
created wiſedome ſapeth: bicauſe J haue called, a d you 
ha ie held backe, diſpiſing all my councelles, and neglcting 
my rebukes, J alſo will laugh at pour diſtrudion, and will 
zne pou when that is happened vnto pou, which von 
molt feared , Beholde my welbeloue d by theſe woꝛdes the 
madneſſe of them is repꝛoued, which linger their conuer⸗ 
fion,and in the ende of their life (the very inſtant cf death 
creping now vpon them / doe determine to make confeſſion 
of their life, aud to amend themſelues. And pet neuer mar⸗ 
king how hoꝛrible the eternall God and moſt high Judge 
doeth thꝛeaten and affirme that he will ſkozne and laugh 
at ſuche men at the tyme of their death. Fynally, as Job lob. 23. 
ſapeth: The wicked are pꝛeſerued vntil the day of diſtruc⸗ 
tion, and they ſhall be ledde vnto the dap of revenge, and 
ſhall d:inke of the furie gf the almightie. Whercfo2e if thou 
deũre to pleaſe Ood, it theu feare to be/of him) diſpiſed and 
hated, decline from euib, flye ſinne, deteſt vice, and vncefſant- 
ty feare to diſpleaſe the high Judge. Who hath power to 
caſt bath body and ſoule into hell fpze , Conſider ho we and 
howe 
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warcly hereafter eſchue and anopde ſinne , J intende fy2 
(by Gods helpe) to wzight foz the ſtirring vp and inflaming 
of our ſoule Of the eno2mities,great miſchicfes and hurtes 
that come by ſin. That the vyleneſſe and filthinee of ſinne 
beyng perfealy vnderſtode and perteyued, you may at the 
length fiye from vyce with ſo great dilligence that you may 
as well deſerue to be pꝛeuented and ado2ned by pour crea- 
to2 with giftes of grace, as you are already by him adozned 
and pzcuented with giftes of nature. 


That only ſinne cauſeth a reaſonable creature to be diſplea- 
ſaunt, diſpiſable and odious vato God, 


The fit ate. 


= than to pleaſe God, and to be (of him) belo- 
—*aq ucd,oltemed,02 honoured: So is there no- 
REG thing wozlc, moꝛe deteſtable 02 moꝛe terri- 
3 Able, than to diſpleaſe him, and to be (of him) 
= Ediſpiſed and hated , In lyke maner,as ver- 

ines 4 and the actions of the ſame, doe make vs pleaſing, hono- 
rable,and welbcloued vnto the true God: So vicious quali- 
ties and ſinnes,do make vs vnto God e 

fuous and hatefull. Fo2 he the almightie creatoꝛ of the vnt- 

uerſall wozld, although he lone all things as touching that 
they haue of him, that is to ſay, as touching their being 
which he doth vacefſantly conſerue in his kynd:acco2ding ta 
8p. the ſaying of the wiſe man: Thou loueſt D Lo2d)all things 
; that are, and thou hateſt nothing of thoſe which thou haſte 
made: yet neuertheleſſe he hateth ſundzy reaſonable crea- 
tures,as touching that which they xcteyne and are of their 
owne fre will. That is to ſay, as touching iniquitie + their 
tranſgreſſions as the ſcripture ſayth : The wicked and his 
Sap. 16. wickedneffe are hatefull vnto God. And agayne, thou haſte 


Plal, 5. bated all them that wozke iniquitic, and thou ſhalt yy 
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all them which ſpeake leafings,and that diſpiſeth them, her 
witneſſeth ſaping. Zhou haſt diſpiſed all them that went pal. ». 
a ſtray from thy righteouſneſſe, ince their thoughtes were 
wicked, And agayne, he that dwelleth in the heauens ſhall 
laugh at them, and the Lo2de ſhall laugh them to ſko2ne, 
Lhen thall he ſpeake vnto them in his wꝛath, and in hys 
fur ie ſhall he vere and trouble them: yea euen this thyng 
happeneth by the moſt iuſt iudgement of God , That they 
which contempne and diſhonour God, which is aboue all 
things to be exalted, and to be thought woꝛthieſt of all woz- 
thies, pꝛekerring their owne will befoze his diupne plea⸗ 
ſire: (hould be diſpiſed and ouerthzowne, by him as he him 
ſeife pꝛoteſteth ſaping: whoſoeuer glozifieth me, J will 
glozie him. But they which diſpiſe me, ſhall de vaable , 
Sach are all the wicked and peruerſe, which haue no care 
to heare the wo2d of God, o2 doe omit the fulfilling therof, 
when they haue heard it. Df whom the cuerlaſting e vn⸗ 
created wiſedome ſapeth: bicauſe J haue called, a:.d vou 
ha ie held backe, diſpiſing all my councelles, and negle ting 
my rebukes, J alſo will laugh at pour diſtructien, and will 
ſkozne you when that is happened vnto you, which von 
molt feared , Beholde my welbeloucd)by theſe woꝛdes the 
madneſſe of them is repꝛoued, which linger their conuer⸗ 
ſion, and in the ende of their life (the very inſtant of death 
creping now vpon them / doe determine to make confeſſion. 
of their life, aud to amend themſelues, And pet neuer mar- 
king how hozrible the eternall God and moſt high Judge 
doeth th:caten and affirme that he will ſkozne and laugh 
at ſuche men at the tyme of their death. Fynally, as Job !ob.z«- 
ſayeth : The wicked are pꝛeſerued vntil the day of diffruc- 
tion, and they ſhall be ledde vio the day of revenge, and 
ſhall d:inke of the furie gf the almightie. Whercfo2e ifthou 
deũre to pleaſe God, if theu feare to be/of him) diſpiſed and 
hated, decline from euil, llye ſinne, deteſt vice, and vnceſſant⸗ 
ty feare to diſpleaſe the high Judge , Who hath power to 
caſt bath body and ſoule into hell fpze , Conſider howe and 
howe p 


The shame of ſinne. 


howe much the childzen of this woꝛld, and the ſeruants ot 
Pꝛintes goe about to pleaſe their ma:ſters. c w they dzead 
to be diſpiſcd , What great paynes they take to obtapne a 
Mabie, boluble and wozldly pꝛapſe. Whcerefo2e if thou deſire to be 
accounted amongeſt the ſonnes of God, blue then and ber 

aſhamed that thou ſhouldeſt leſſe indeuoꝛ fo pleaſe Cod, and 

to be honozcd and beloued of him, then they ſtudy to attein 

mans fatovr , And finally,lyke as of the humanitie + pleas 

lantneſſe where with thou art naturally induced, thou doeſt 

decently and mannerly bchaue thy ſelf befoze men: do much 

the moze behaue thy (elf reucrently and oꝛderly befoze god 

inwardly, o; rather both inwardly and outwardly , Foz if 
when thou haſt to ſpeake with any woꝛthie perſonage, thou 
commeſt reuerently vnto him: putteſt of thy Cap and doeſt᷑ 
teedely beware what thou ſpeakeſt: and when thou ſhoul- 
deft talke with God by pꝛaper oz by ſaying Plalmes, then 
come with reuerence and begin pꝛonounſng without any 
regard, doeſt thou not then ouer lightly eſteeme the maicftie 
of the almightle God,and makeft him inferio2 vnto a mozs 
Secte.1y, tall man and a ſinner? God fo2bid that thou ſhouldeſt vſe 
; ſuche leudeneCe, ſo great iniquities, and ſo exceeding great 
peruerſenefe. Therefo:ze hencefo2th befoze thou go to pzay» 
er and diuine laudes, pꝛepare thy ſelfe vnto der otion. Vea 
humble both thy body and thy ſoule vnto Ood on high which 
is moſt bleſſed and happie, alſo bꝛydle thy out war be ſences 
and eſpectally thy ſight, in the tyme of diuine ſeruite. And 
ſhewe thy ſelfe an example be foꝛe others with in ward hu⸗ 
militie, and without any maner of htpocrifie o inconſtan⸗ 
cie, to the gloꝛifping of God, and the edifping of thy neigh⸗ 
bour. Now furthermoꝛe, it any man would aſke why ſinnes 
doe make a reaſonable create ſo diſpleaſing vnto Cod, yea 
{s diſpiſcd t odious ? It is to be anſwered:s eur as ſimilitude 
and like neſſe is accounted the cauſt of lone, and the rea- 
ſon that moneth tritye, ſo diſimilitube oz vnlykeneſſe 
is affy2med to be the cauſe of hate, ſeperation and dif- 


dapne , Fo; cuerie thyng that is created, hath as * 
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of the diuine bountie and ſimilitude as it hath of the ellen⸗ 
tiall cauſe 02 being. And thevefoze ſince that ſinne (as tou- 
ching his deriuation)'is altogither nothing but ruyne and 1 
defect of his eſſentiall being, a defo2mitie of action, and as 
the withdzawing of the mynde created from the true god- 
nelle of the creato2, it ſheweth that it doeth impart no ma- 
ner of ſimilitud: o: lykelyhode with God the creato2, but 
a moſt apparant vntykelineſſe. And therefoze it maketh the 
mynde created to become odious diſpleaſtng, and diſpyſed 
vnto God, yea ſo muche the moze as it hath bene polluted 
with ſinne, 


That all the morall doctrine of the holy Fcriptares is 
ordeyned after a —_— for the auoyding 
0 


Ate: ſerond, 


FI Ve Apoſtle John in his firſt Epiſtie ſayeth, 1. lob 2. 
2 That J wꝛite vnto pou, that pou doe not 
ſinne.And Eſay ſayeth: this is all our fruit EI 
that ſinne may be taken from vs. Thereby 
A. 2 I it appeareth that the pureneſſe and fetedom 
from ſinne is (as it were) the ende and ſcope 
— the documentes and pꝛeceptes in holy ſcriptures. 
Further in the holy ſcriptures are reherſed puniſhments 
to be executed vpon the wicked, and topes pzepared foz the 
inſt , That as well by the terroꝛ of puniſhment,as by the 
tone of thoſe iopes we might be induced to eſchue and hate 
ſinne.Alſo there are ſet down two(as it were)entyer parts 
of rigbtuouſneſſe. That is to ſay,departure from ſin, actual 
coming 02 payntul entrance vnto vertue, the pſalmilt ſaith; Plalra.36, 
Decline from euil and do god, Foz firſt it is expedit̃t to five 
from ſinnes and vyces . And then next to exerciſe wo 
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of vertue. But theſe two thinges doe often tymes include 
them ſelues one with an other, fo2 there are two maner of 
p2eceptes in the diuyne lawe, That is to ſay: affirmatyue, 
and negatiue. Now the affirmatwe doe bynde alwayes, but 
Deut s. not at all tymes. As when it is ſayde in Deutrenomie, woz- 
ſhip Ood onelp, and honour thy parentes , Jo: vnto theſe 
things we are alwayes bounden, But we are not bound ts 
accompliſh them actually at all tymes . But the negatyue 
p2eceptes doe bynde vs foz euer and at all tymes. As when 
Rodl ao. it is ſayde in Exodus: thou ſhalte not kill, thou ſhalte not 
ſteale, foꝛ theſe pꝛeteptes doe commaund that we ſhuld not 
doe euill, but to decline and fipe from inne. Mhere onto 
we are boũden at all tyme , And therefoze ſince by the ne⸗ 
gatiue kynde of pꝛeteptes we are commaunded to auopde 
ſinne (and pet we can not vniuerſallp and continually as 
uopde ſinne, vnlefſe we alſo in due tyme doe well accoꝛding 
as we are commaunded by the affirmatine pꝛecepts) ther- 
foe in the pꝛeteptes of anopding and eſchuing ſinnes, the 
pꝛetept of well doing is alſo included. Tinto which two 
pointes the whole doctrine ot the holy ſcriptures doe tende. 
Am pet to ſpeake abſolutely,the bleed viſion of God in the 
beauenly habitation is the full ende of eichutnag of fin and 
of doing wel. Furthermoze,fince we are pꝛone aid ready to 
14 euil things, and very backe ward and frayle, oz rather low 
4 and defectiue to godneſle, acca2ding to that ſaying in Ge⸗ 
if ens. neſis: the ſences andthoughtes of mans harte are pꝛone 
vnto euil euen from their youth, ther foꝛe we haue no ſmal 
neede of dayly and often warning to auoyde ſinnes, leaſte 
we fall thereinto by ſoꝛgetfulne ſſe, lacke of fozeſight, oz by 
falſe ſuggeſtion, oꝛ any other kynde of meane , Wherefoze 
the Apoſtle w2iteth to the Veb2ues, ſaying : Crhozte and 
incourage pour (clues eucry day, that none of you bee har⸗ 
dened by the deceiptfulneſſe of ünnes. Pra and this kyn>cf 
exhoꝛtation is very neceſſarie foz beginners, and ſuche as 
are vn perten And ſo much the fitter foꝛ euerit man, as het 


fyudeth the mozc occaſions, inclination, 52 pzockuttic wii 
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to ſinne, wherebpon J doe affy2me that it is molt necefſa- 
rie foz thee(my molt loning b2other)bicauſe thou arte dayly 
tonuerſant in the middeſt of woꝛldly perſonages amongeſt 
whom innume rable occaſions and ſnares of ſtnnes are ot 
fered thee, From the which onely God is able to pꝛeſerue 


thee. 


What the greatnefſe and enormitie of finns 
s comprehended(by generall ſpeech) 
ig ſixe poyntes. = 


Ace,. 3. 


is caſte to be ſœne by lire eſpecial notes, x ſpecially if 
bow huge,howe deteſtable, how filthie and i; be chat 

2] vyle ſinne is. Firſt (and chiefe ly; on Gods which ſome 
| || behalf, who by ſinne is diſhonoured and of- _ mortal 

ex} fended. Fo2 howe mach the higher his ma- 
= ieſtie is, and howe much the greater is his 
holineſſe, ſo much greater enozmitie it is to nne agaynſt 
him, to diſobey him, and to diſhonour him. Therefoze the . 
Plalmiſt ſapeth: Curſed be they which decline from thy r 18,27, 
commanndementes . And agayne : thoſe which cffrange 
themſelues from the ſhal periſh, Foz thou haff oucrth,own 
all which goc a whoꝛing from thee , Then ſince God is e⸗ 
ternall and onely to be honoured,of a wonderful great ma- 
ieſtie, and an infinite holineſſe, equitie and perfection, there⸗ 
fo:e all ſinne which is committed againſt him and his com- 
maundementes doeth carry with it (by a certapne kynde of 
meanc) an infinite greeuouſneſſe and enoꝛmitie, wherevp⸗ 
on our Toꝛd ſpeaketh vnto the wicked ſaying, Woe be vn⸗ 
to them bicauſe they haue gone from mer. They ſhall be 
diſtroyed bicauſe they haue vſed colluſlon agaynſt mee. And 
Jeremy ſapeth: know and ſe that it is bitter and euill foz Ofe.7. 
the to haue left the Loꝛd thy God, and that his feare is 
with ther, Foz in derde ſince God 4 the ſower and fou 
«ty bnd | 
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cf dertue. But theſe two thinges doe often tymes include 

them ſelues one with an other, fo2 there are two maner of 
pꝛeteptes in the diuyne lawe, That is to ſay: affirmatyue, 

and negatiue. Now the affirmatine doe bynde alwayes, but 

Deuts. not at all tymes. As when it is ſayde in Deutrenomie, woz- 
ſhip God onelp, and honour thy parentes . 40: vnto theſe 

things we are alwayes bounden, But we are not bound ts 

accompliſh them actually at all tymes , But the negatyue 

pꝛeceptes doe bynde vs foz euer and at all tymes. As when 

Rod. ao. tit is ſayde in Exodus: thou ſhalte not kill, thou ſhalte not 
ſtcale,fo2 theſe pꝛeteptes doe commaund that we ſhuld not 

doe euill, but to decline and flpe from inne. Wherevnto 

we are boũden at all tyme . And therefo:e ſince by the ne⸗ 

gatiue kynde of pꝛeteptes we are commaunded to auoyde 

ſinne (and pet we can not vniuerſally and continually as 

uopde ſinne, vnleſſe we alſo in due tyme doe well acco2ding 

as we are commaunded by the affirmatine p2ecepts) ther- 

fo:e in the pꝛeteptes of auopding and eſchuing ſinnes, the 

p2ecept of well doing is alſo included. Unto which two 

pointes the whole doctrine.of the holy ſcriptures doe tende. 

And yet to ſpeake abſolutely,the bleſſed viſion of God in the 

beauenly habitation is the full ende of eſchiutng of fin and 

of doing wel. Furthermoze,fince we are pꝛone and ready to 

euil things, and very backe ward and frayle, oz rather law 

| and defccaiue to godnefſe, acco2ding to that ſaying in Ge- 
Genel, neſts : the ſences and thoughtes of mans harte are pꝛone 
vnto euil euen from their youth, therfoze we haue noſmal 

neede of daylp and often warning to auoyde ſinnes, leaſte 

we fall thereinto by ſoꝛgetfulne ſſe, lacke of fozeſight, oz by 

falſe ſuggeſtton,o2 any other kynde of meane , Wherefoze 

the Apoltle wꝛiteth to the Veb2ues, laying : Crhozte and 

incourage pour ſelues euery day, that none of you bee bars 

dened by the deceiptfulneſſe of ünnes. ra and this kyn>cf 
rhoꝛtation is very neceſſarie fa2z beginners, end ſuche as 
e vnyerten And ſo much the fitter foz euerit man, as het 


fyudeth the mozc occaſions, inclination, o. p2ortiultis viz 
{% 
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to ſinne, wherevpon J doe affy2me that it is molt neceffa- 
ric foz thee(my molt loning b2other)bicauſe thou arte dayly 
tonuerſant in the middeſt of woꝛldly perſonages amongeſt 
whom innumerable occaſions and ſnares of ſtnnes are ot 
fered thee, From the which onely God is able to pꝛeſerue 
the. 


Nhat the greatneſſe and enormitie of finnes 
s comprehended(by generall ſpeech) 
ig ſixe poyntes. 


Ace,. 3. 


RT] TL is eaſte to be (ene by flre eſpecial notes, Eſpecially if 
£1 {>| bow huge,howe deteſtable, how filthie and it be rhar 
2 vyle ſinne is. Firſt (and chiefely) on Gods which ſome 


behalf, who by ſinne is diſhonoured and of- _ Soo 


A} fended. Fo2 howe mach the higher his ma- 
ieſtie is, and howe much the greater is his 

holineſſe, ſo much greater enoꝛmitie it is to inne agaynlt 

him, to diſobep him, and to diſhonour him. Therekoze the 0 

Pſalmiſt ſapeth: Curſed be they which decline from thy b. 18, 2. 

commaundementes . And agapne: thoſe which eſtrange 

themſelues from thee ſhal periſh, Foz thou haſt ourrth,own 

all which goc a whoꝛing from thee , Then finre God is e⸗ 

ternall and onely to be honoured, ot a wonderful great mas 

ieſtie, and an infinite holineſſe, equitie and perfection, there⸗ 

fo:e all ſinne which is committed againſt him and his com- 

maundementes doeth carry with it (by a certayne kynde of 

meanc) an infinite greeuouſneſſe and eno2mitic, wherevp⸗ 

on our Toꝛd ſpeaketh vnto the wicked ſaying, Woe be vn⸗ 

to them bicauſe they haue gone from mer. They ſhall ber 

diſtroyed bicauſe they haue vſed colluſion agaynſt me, And 

Jeremy ſapeth: know and ſe that it is bitter and euill foz Ofe.7. 

the to haue left the Lozd thy God, and that his feare is 

with ther. Foz in derde fince God ps ſower and fou 

an 
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teyne of all health, and the oꝛiginall canſe of all nobilitit 
and pleaſaunt ſwerteneſſe, it is certayne that a mynde cre: 
redebeing once alyenated from him ) is diſpoyled of the true 
bleſſedne lte, dep:vued of the lynely and fre nobilifie, and 
left naked from all ſincere ſwetenelſe , And therefoze bes 
to mmeth ignoble, miſerable, bitter, and vnpleaſaunt, aud in 
derie deed moſt wꝛetched and poꝛe, as one that is deſtitute 
of all abundance of the ſpirituall graces, He re vpon is ſaid 
to the impenitent ſinner: doeſt thou not know that thou art 
a miſcrable wzetch, poꝛe, blynd, and naked? 

Detondarilp, inne is noted by the qualitie et the ſinner, 
Singes are made ſo much the huger and greater, the moze 
that he is bound vnto cquitie, and the moze o: greater be- 
nilittes that he hath recepued of God, yea the moꝛe learned 
02 able that he was to haue done wel. 

Thirdly it is wetghed and noted in the qualitie of the 
matter whereaboutes the ſinne is committed agaynft a 
mans perſon then agaynſt his ſubſtance , But thoſe ſinnes 
are moſte greeuous which are directly committed agaynit 
God, As blaſphemy, infidelitie, o: deſperation, 

Fourthly,by meanes of the end which the ſinner tendeth 
to,fo2 the wozſe that the ſinner his intent is, the moze gre- 
uous is the ſinne, | 

Fiftly, by the circumftances, that is to ſay, of the fynte 
and place, * | 

Sixtly,of the verie dero: mitie of the ſinne it ſelf, accoz- 
ding to it ſelt, : by reaſon of it ſelfe. The which is alwayes 
ſo much the greater, and moze loathſome, as the vertue is 
the gallanter and moze wozthie which is confrante vato 
it, Whervpon as the loue of God is the higheſt vertue, ſo to 
date God is the greateſt inne. Do that on all ives and in 
all reſpedes the vyleneſſe,fiithineſe, and eno2mittic of fin 
is multiplyed and increaſed , And therefoze holy Oregoꝛie 
ſayeth: if we knewe in what maner our ſoule is wounded 
and doth feſter by euerp leaſt ſin oꝛ faulte, we would lurt⸗ 


ly(vnto death) reũſt un. And again, a tinking dog is moze 
h 5 toilerable 
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tollerable(ſayeth hee) vnto mans ſmell, than a ſinfull ſoule 
vnto God Co to then(my dearly beloued if we feare e2 be 
vnwilling to be, r to appeare, vyle, filthie, deteſtable, igno- 
vie befoze the holy and moſte wozthie maieſtie of Cod, Jf 
we abhoꝛre that the countenaunce ct our creatoz ſhould bee 
turned from vs, let vs then auoyde finne with all careful- 
nefſe and pure affection , Fozaſmuch as no de foꝛmitie, no 
hurt, no blot,can ſo much defple, infect,oz diſo2der mans bo- 
die, and make it ſeeme ſo deteſtable and diſfigured in mens 
eyes, as the reaſonable ſoule is with euerte moꝛtalt finne 
blemiſycd, made vyle, infeded, and made filthte and deteſta- 
dle befoze the fight of the diupne maieſtie. and of his hotie 
Angels. oꝛ it is made lyke to the verie diuil him ſe lf, a ber⸗ 
ing turned from the fountayne of light, it is filled with the 
zarcke clouds of lothſotneneſle and filthinc ſle 


What finne is, 


AN . 4+ 


ß witneſt of holy Amhꝛoſe, fin is a b:ea- 
ng 02 infringing ofthe din ne lawes ard 
a diſobedience to the heaucnly tommaunde⸗ 
mentes. Lyk-wiſe accozding to Auguſtine, 
ſinne is ſaych he / to cleave vnto changeable 
: thinges, and to diſppſe the bnchang*able 
godneſſe. And agayne ; ſinne (ſapeth be) is a will and de⸗ 
ſire to retayne oꝛ to get thet which rightucuſneTe dozth. 
fozbid, Do that ſinne is the tranſareMon of the dinync wil, 
and tcommaundements, as to doe that which Cad forbi- 
deth, oꝛ to omit that which he commaundeth. Where vpon 
it foluweth that it is fin ta ſpeake, to thinke, to delre, oz fo 
doe, agaynſt the lawes diurne, Now there arc two thinges 
to be conſidered in ſinne, | | 
That one is(as it * s to ſay, the auertyng 
al, and 
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and turning of the mynde,from the high and vnchangeable 
godnefſe, which is pꝛintipall oꝛ capitall ſinne, 

Chat other is (as if were) materiall , That is the con⸗ 
uerſton of the mynde created variable and readie to fall vn⸗ 
to the ſtedfaſt conſideration of the high godneſſe. Here vpon 
two euil thinges there are alſo coꝛieſpondent vnto inne. 
Fo; as touching the foꝛ mall poynt, the payne of the loſſe 02 
damage is coꝛieſpondent vnto it: whichꝛ is extreame miſe⸗ 
rie and lacke of the heauenly fruitton , But as touching 
the materiall poynte of finne,the payne of the ſences doeth 
therevnto coꝛreſponde. Chat is to ſay,the ſencible paynes 
of hell which are the puniſhmentes of eternall fyze , Dio⸗ 
nyce bꝛiefely deflneth nenne, to be a going backe from o2der, 
that is to ſay, from that conuenient and due eſtate where 
vnto the mynde created, ought to cleaue faſt and be ſubiec 
vnto the creato2 , Fo2 that doeth right oꝛder require, that 
the inferio; ſhould be ſnbtect to the ſuperioꝛ: that the effect 
may be conuerted vnto the cauſe thereof, That the creature 
of vnderſtanding may bend it ſelf vnto his creatoz, as vnto 
a beginning that maketh it bleſſed , And all thts is ſubuer⸗ 
ted by ſinne : foꝛ by it the mynde created, rebelleth agaynſt 
his creato2 . And doeth(as it were) turne his backe againſt 
his creato2s fad: nepther doeth it indenour it ſelfe accoꝛ⸗ 
ding to his counſell, but truſteth in his owne ſtrength. Fur- 
thermoze, it is ſinne to pꝛeferre a mans wil befo2e the wil 
of Ood, and not to bzydle and reſtrayne a mans owne liber⸗ 
tie acco2ding to the terrour of the diuyne lawe. 
Wherevpon in all ünne, the ſinner doeth pꝛopounde vn⸗ 
fo him ſelfe an ende in ſome krayle and created godneſſe: 
onto the which he is inoꝛdinately affected, and doeth vici⸗ 
ouflye cleaue Unto it t yea moze than vnto God, bycauſe 
it is agaynſt hys will and ozdynaunce . This doeth trus- 
lve and direcly repugne vnto the dinyne charitie, bycanſo 
we ought to loue GD D abone all thinges, and to bes 
confo2med and effected lyke vnto hym, and to cleaue faff 
vnto him . Ind lvkowyſe bnto rightuouſneſle ; _ 
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wee are bounden aboue all things to obey the deuyne pꝛe⸗ 
teptes. And therefoze atcoꝛding to the docours, whatſoe⸗ 
ver doeth direaly repugne vnto charitie, by the which Oed 
and cur neigt bour is loued, pea oz bnto rightuouſneſce 
is in his kynde moztall inne. | 

Aud fo ſinne is a contempt ot the deuyne bauntie, an in⸗ 
iurie to the dinyne mait ſtie, an cffence to the diuine hol 
nefſe , a re bellion agaynſt the diuine will, a fozſaking of 
the diupne wyſedom, an ingratitude foz heauenly benefites, 
A fulfilling of frowardneſſe, and ſcife will, a ſeducing of 
reaſon, an infecionof the ſoule, a woundyng of the forces 
thereef, a filthinefſe of mynde, a murdering of grace, ara- 
uiſhing of charitie, a ſnare of death, a way to vainpnation, 
a gate of hell, a net of the diuill, an imitation of wicked 
ſpirites. Deteſting of Angels, an exta ding mallice, a right 
troke duc ſſe, a wonderfull defoꝛmitie, a moſte filthic kynde 
of monſter, a molt cruel wylde beaſt, and a lamentable per⸗ 
petuall loſe of that true felicitie. 

To conclude, ſinne is that which moſte diſpleaſelh Gov, 
moſt pleaſeth the diuil, is moſt hurtfull vato maus harte. 
Behold now thou ſæſt my welbe loved) howe much finne is 
to be hated, eſchued and deteſted. Bea moꝛe than an of vs 
can comp2ehendo2 expꝛeſſe, it is to be hated and hiahlp ta 
be auoyded, TWherefoze let vs iuce ſſantiy arme cur ſees 
Ccutly to fight agaynſt this euill: agaynſt this ſo miſchee- 
nous an enimp, and ſo deadly and moꝛtal foe Dur weapons 
are none other then the vertues them ſelues. And onrcom- 
hates are euen the actions of vertue, eſpeciallp the laude 
and pꝛayſing of God , And p2ayer (as it is wꝛilten) J will 
laude and cal vpon the Lo2d: and J ſhall be ſafe from mine 
entmyes . Alſo the diligent watch and cuſtodie cf the hart, 
is to conſider the continuall diuyne pꝛeſente. To hunibls 
gut ſelues in all thinges, and to hope in Cod with all our 
harte, and cuer to feare him. 


F. iii. 


Ot 


The shame of ſinne. 


Of the enormitic of ſinne as tonching the dinine bountie before 
which the ſinner (by ſinning) doeth preferre a frayle 
and chaungeable good thing. 


Art 7 


71] Joniſtus doeth teach in the fourth Chapiter 

of diuine titles oz names. Cod his nature 
W \| is godnefſe(doubtlefſe)pure,perfect,and in 
finite. And kurthermoze the nature of the 


= x5 Thomas doth cloquently bꝛing in, in cdclu- 

ſion agaynſt · the Gentyles. And therefoze whatſocuer per⸗ 

tepneth to the fulneſſe wozthinefſe moſt chiefely to be wi⸗ 

ſhed after, deſired, oꝛ the excelentie of godneſſe, the ſame a⸗ 

greeth vnto the diuine oꝛ vncreated bountie o2 vertue, with 

ſingular perfection and moꝛe than moſt excelent extelencie. 

Wlherevpon it foloweth that the eternall and moſt delight- 

full God is the chiefe, moſte excelent, and incomparable 

God. In whom is the moſt incompꝛehenſible and vnſearch- 

able fulneſſe not able to be diſcribed , All god,all faire, and 

all deſtreable godneſſe, in compariſon of whoſe govdneſſe, 

amyablencſſe, bleſſedneſſe, and woꝛthineſſe to be loued and 

| deſired, all things that euer were created, doe vtterly faile 
| by infinite waycs oꝛ meanes . Then ſince the godneſſe of 
God is ſuche and ſo great, is it not a moſte vnreaſonable 
thing, and a poynte of extreme follie and madneſſe to pꝛe⸗ 

ferre befoze him any godneſſe oꝛ any thing created, be 

ing of it ſelfe both variable, fraple, and momentarious. To 

loue, ſeeke, deſire, honour, oꝛ woꝛſhippe it, moꝛe then that 

which is a creatoꝛ, cauſe, and paterne of all godneſſe? But 

as I haue ſayde in ſinne, this created godneſſe which is 

chaungeable, dependyng of another, and needie, is pꝛefer⸗ 

red befoze the diupne vnmeaſurable godneſſe, which de⸗ 

pendeth on nothing, and is ſimply perf:e of it ſelfe, by a 
finall cleauing to, and a greater aff:ction, and moꝛe ſtout 
Cue r⸗ 
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connerſion of the mynde which we beare vnto this created 
gwdnefe , Therefoze in this reſpect the eno:mitie of ſinne 
is great ſurcly and almoft vnſpeakeable, and the ſinner him 
ſelfe doeth offer an inexplicable diſhonour and iniurie to the 
moſt god, moſt ampable, and moſt deſirerable God, Whoſe 
godneſſe in the meane whyle he ſetteth light, diſpiſcth and 
abiedeth to the ende he may pꝛeferre befozec it moſt vayne, 
earthly,frarle,and woꝛldly god things. 

And therefo2e doe now conſider depely and wyſely (my 
welbeloued b:other) and regard howe vayne, howe fro⸗ 
warde,filtbic, vyle, and foliſhe,their myndes be which doe 
ſpende they2 tyme in vices, gluttonie, and riot. Bicauſe 
they p2eferre loue mo2e,and honour mo2e,the carnall nou- 
riſhementes, yea and this fleſhe which ere long ſhall dye, 
putrifye, ſtincke, and bee inwardly repleniſhed with f!- 
thineſſe, befo2c that moſte cleane and moſtc infinite boun⸗ 
tie and deuinitie of their Creatoz. 

In lyke maner theſe couetous men are to be compted vn⸗ 
bappie, vyle, vapne, and moſt foliſhe, Who be ſoꝛe God dot 
pꝛeferre ſiluer and golde (a whyte and reddiſhe kynde of 
earth) which are but certayne deceiptfull mettalles. Other 
doe make lyke eſtimation, of houſes, lands, 4 other earthly 
ryches which doe rather hinder then further mans health 
and ſaluation befoze the moſte aboundant and plentifull 
fountayne of all godneſſe: yea cuen befo2e the higheſt firſt 
true and onely God: beyng that godneſſe onelp which is 
to be eſttemed and adoꝛed, who is alwaycs ſtoꝛed with in- 
finite treaſures and riches, Jn lyke maner the pꝛoude men 
and ſuch as arc ambitious of woꝛldiy honour, and moſt de⸗ 
firous of this tranſitoztc glo2te, are vayne, ſenceleſſe, and 
in moſt myſerable eſtate, who are not afrayde fo pꝛeferre 
their owne pꝛayſe, wozſhip, and glozie befo2e the honour, 
pꝛailſe, t glozic,of the high t bleſſed gon. Who wil deſire that 
which belbgeth + is due to þ onely,holy,highcft,+ immoꝛtal 
God, to be attributed vnto themſelues, being moſte vitions 
t teadie to die thi ſelues they wot not how ſone, Whereby 


F.uy, they 
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they are theeues and rebbers of the heanenly honour, Bea 
ſpoylers and robbers of God his glozte, and moſt wozthte 
cf confuſion and eternal dampnation. Wherfoze (my web- 
beloued) let thy harte bee hereby evermoze conuerted to- 
wardes that eternall diuyne and vumeaſurable nodneſe, 
Deſire his honour and glo21e continually , Loue, wozſhip, 
and honour him aboae all things. And vouchſafe not to re- 
gard, to loue, oꝛ to inioy any earthly,fratle oz woꝛldy thing, 
which is againſt his honour, loue, oꝛ reuerente. That thou 
mapeſt trucly and wo2thily ſing with the eſalmiſt: Shall 
not my ſoule be lubiea vnto God? fo2 my health and ſalua- 
tion commeth from him, he is my Cod, my health, and mp 
defendoz . Do that from hencefoꝛth J will not be moued. 
And as the Plalmiſt ſayth agapn in p ſame place. In God is 
my glozte and my ſaluation Ve is the Cod of my helps 
and my hope is in him. In him thou mayeſt fynde all gods 
nelle moſte aboundantly , It thou deſire might and power 
be is almightie . If thou ſ&ke wiſedome, his wiſedome is 
vnſearchable , It thou require beautie, his beautie is with⸗ 
out pere. It thou couet delightes and pleaſure, all delight 
and pleaſure are in his right hand vntill the latter day. If 
thou wilh fo2 eyther honour, pꝛayſe, oꝛ gloꝛ ie, he doeth glo⸗ 
rifie thoſe which alozifie him, foz euer. To conclude, he lo⸗ 
ueth thoſe that loue him, he heareth thoſe that feare hym, 
and he ſaueth them that hope in him. Bzicfety'ſinne is al- 
togither repugnant vato diupne charitie, and doeth take a⸗ 
way the feruent heate and perfection thereof . Therefoze 
leaſt the woꝛd of God ſhould be diminiſhed oz ware colde 
towardes vs: Let vs(as mach as we may)eſchuc,bewatle, 
and amend our ſinnes, to the ende that ſo we may be made 
the moze feruent dayly inthe holy lone cf the heauenly de- 
uinitie. But euen as by the pꝛemiſſes we ſce that ſinne is 
committed by cleauing moꝛe vnto the creature, than vnto 
the Creato2 . So doe we incurre and light info ſinne by in⸗ 
oꝛdinate affection vnta the thinges created, yea although 
they be about God, 02 pertapning vnto hun. TP 


Of 


T he ſhame of ſinne. 


Of the enotmytie of ſinne as toutching the 
> divine maieſtie and authoti ie 
which is diſhonored by finne. 


AD, 6, 


be moe high inaudho2itie, great in dig- 
. nitie and pꝛehempnent in maieſty that he 
is againſt whome wer doe nne: ſo much 
tbe moꝛe græuous and huge þ ſinne is to be 
A accolited,as if any man doe offend a Pꝛince, 
it is moꝛe grituous then if he treſpaſſed a- 
gainſt a po2e peſant , Since God therefoze(agaynſt whoſe 
lawes and agaynſt whome all deadiy ſinne is commytted) 
is altogether of an infinit mateſtie, of an intomperable dig⸗ 
nitie and of moſt high a tthozitie, it is cupdent that finne 
being cõmitted agaynſt ſuch a perſon in that reſpec is (by a 
certeyne kynde of meant )of inſinit enoꝛmytie, and be pond 
all compariſon moꝛe græuous then any offence committed 
agaynſt a mple ereature , Agayne the greater oz the higher 
that the maſter oꝛ lawgener is, fo muche the moꝛe enoz- 
myous o: huger the fanlt is accompted, not to obep his 
commaundementes, oz to neglect his p:eceptes ; Since 
then our maiſter and lawe maker is the Cod of Gods; 
the Loꝛd of Loꝛdes, the Ringe of Kinges, and the P2ince lob 16, 
of all Pꝛinces, vnto whom/as-it is w2itten-)there is none £(4.23- 
of the lawegeuers that maye bee compared, and of whom 
tt is read: The Lo2de is our Judge, the Lo2de is our laws 
maker; and the L92d2 is our Ring: It is moſt: certepne 
that as he is of an incomparable height, and of a maieſtit 
vndifecibable,fo not to obey his pꝛetepts, to ſet light by the, 
fo diſſemble them, oꝛ to neglect them, it is an tncomparabls 
and (in a manner) huge frowardneſſe and Wwickedneſſe , 
Fo? if if bee greuous and thought fo be wicked, not to o⸗ 
day, reuerence, and geue honour vnto a tarnall, moꝛtall, and 
ſinful father: is it not moſt wicked not to c bey, a 
en F. v. cro 
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frouch, and to geue honour vnto the ſpirituall father, the 

cternall creato2, the holy, the almightie, and immmoztall 

god. Foz he is that great Lozd aboue all thinges to be pꝛai⸗ 

Pal 4 fed. Whoſe greatneſſe that is to ſap: in perfection, digni⸗ 

tic and gloꝛp, hath none end. Whome enen Pd2pherye that 

great ſcoller of Plato, doth call the Ring and father of gods. 

Whome euen the heauenly powers doe d2ead, feare, and 

obey . The which ſaying of Po2pherye, Auguſtyne in his 

boke de ciuitate dei doth often rehearſe . To conclude, ſince þ 

lawe of the Goſpell, is foꝛthwith geuen vs pꝛopounded and 

commaunded by the onely begotten ſonne of God himſelf, 

beinge in all reſpectes true god. It is moſt certayne that the 

ſame is moſt diligently to be obſerucd , So that it is much 

moze greueous to alter o2 diſſemble the ſame then it had 

bene in times paſt to tranſgreſſe þ lawes of Poyſes, Which 

were pꝛopounded vnto the people of God, by the media- 

tion of Poyſes and the Angell . Here vpon the Appoſtle vn⸗ 

to þ Veb2ues ſayeth : whofoeuer tranſgreſſed Poyſes lawe 

(being found giltie by two o2 ther wytneCes)dyed, without 

any pardon . And how much greater puniſhment{ ſayth he) 

doe you thinke that they deſerue which ſpurue againf the 

Sonne of God, and holdeth the blade of his teſtement to 

be defiled,and comitteth diſpightfulnefſe againſt the ſpirite 

of grace: Furthermoze after his holy ſupper , Chꝛiſt ( bc» 

{ inge nowe niere vnto dis Paſſion ) euen in the ſame night 

that he was betrayed ſayed emongeſt other things vnto his 

Appoſties ; Af J bad not come noz (ſpoken vnts them thep 

8 had not ſinned. Since then Chziſt our Koꝛd, xing, and Peſ⸗ 

Wks ſias is came, and in his owne pꝛoper perſon did peake vnto 

our Fathers, and vnto vs by them, let vs endeuour in all 

thinges to obey him, fe2 otherwyfe our finnes will ber 

wonderfull great and huge. Dut and alas wherefoze do 

we neglet them: wherefoze arc we opp2eſſed in our ſlug⸗ 

giſhe bodyes ? 02 wherefoꝛe doe wer lang wiſhe & pyne away 

in the dead flepe of ſinnes : Theſe thinges (my welbelo- 

ved) conſider depely , Mey them dilligently . — thi 
narrow, 
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narrowly . And to be aſtonped at the diſpleaſure of that 

molt highly eralted ruler of all thinges . Eſchewe and a- 

doyde this diſhonoz, and kepe his commaundementes. F02 

de it is vnto whome (as the ſcriptures witneſſe ) the holy H.. 
army of heauen is aſſiſfant with reuerent feare , Whoſe 
anger no man is able to indure . By whome they bowe 
Which beare vp the wozld , And at whoſe becke the pillers 
of heauen doe tremble and are affrapde. Foz bchold the hea- 
uen and the firmamentes of heauens,the depes and all the 
earth with all that in them is, ſhalbe moned at the ſight of 
God , And yet the madd ſenceleſſe hart of man dothe not 
feare no: dꝛeadeth not his diſpleaſure , Who leaueth not 
ſinne 3 And foz the ſame doth appoynt payne 
and tozmentf, 


ol theenormitic of fiance a3 touching, the bolyneſd 
and righteouſneſle of the diuine mynde 
aud thought. f 


Art, 7. 


| T is certeine that the inffer x holyer that 
any well diſpoſed mynde is, the moze the 
f foule blot of finne doth greeue and diſpleaſe 
TI bo, , 

{A} tbe ſame. And therfoze fince p divine minds 
SW} hicheſt, to be ado2ed,is altogether,of an in⸗ 
- finite pureneſſe, cquitie and holineſſe: yea 
rather the vnmeaſured, and ſupereſſcntiall pureneſſe, the 
toatemplatoꝛie holinefſe, ſubſiſting of it ſelfe, the vndiſcry⸗ 
bable equitie and exemplare, fcuntepne, it is certeyne that 
the ſame dothe deteſt and hate with an inflaite abhomina⸗ 
tion and hatred, the defd2mitte , blotte, and vnpurencfle 
of linne . Cuen as Morſes ſpcaketh , ſaringe: 4 
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Z God is againſt all wickednefe , ee e 

gotten his moſt græuous and cri d enozmytie, bica 

is againſt the moſt cleane and pure holyneſſe of the 42 

mynde. And againſt the vatermynable righteouſnefſe of H 

fame , And the inner himſelf which toueth,chuſeth,embza- 

ſeth, and houldeth, that which god ſo much hateth, repꝛoueth 

and putteth from him (by a cettein kiude of meane) doth 

incurre a wonderfull diſpleaſure, and purchaſe an infinite 

deſozmitie in the ſight of God . To conclude : the holyrs 

and moe iuſter god is, ſo much the filthyneſſe and defozmys 

tie of nne is the moꝛe vnlyke him . And Ged is (as hath 

bene ſayd befoze )of a holpneſſe and righteouſncle perfealy 

valimytable . And therefoze ſinne is infinitly vnlpke the 

pureneſſe of the bolynefle, and the righteouſneſſe of the e⸗ 

quitte of the higheſt God. Here vpon alſo ſinne is infinitly 

elopned's ſe t tar frb god, fo2 as Auguiſtn ſaith, in his ir boks 

de ciuitate dei: TL er is none other eloyinge 02 diſtance and 

ſeperatidn from god, then vyts vnlykriefre oz difſimilytuve, 

And ſince diſſimilitude is the canfe of diſpleaſure, hatred 

and turning away, ſinne dothe deferne the eternall and in⸗ 

finite diſpleaſure which is a turnige awaye, and a hatred 

to God, whiche deſerueth ekernall dampnation . Where 

vpon it is ſapd to be infinitly greenous and hozrible , Furs 

4 thermoꝛe þ moze natural, pleſant, 2 conuenyft,that any one 

| thinge is to ansther, ſo mnche the mo2etontrary, diſcou⸗ 

uenyent;and di leaſing the oppoſite and contrarietie there- 

wilde bnto tt. Pow the holynefſe is ſo naturallto 
bꝛious and highelt God; that de is ſubſtaincially- 

not by any addiction oz: puttinge to. 0 Net it e 

gether one thinge vnto him, to be, and to bie holy. In⸗ 

ſomuche as his holynetle, is his centyall bieing e. And 

his efſentiall breinge is holynefſe moſte pure, moſte 

cieane; and perfect . The moſte honourable p2y- 

mo2vyall,- and fynall cauſe and reaſon ot all vertue 

and ener HVolpneſſe ts alſo moſte connenyent 


and bclte pleaſings bnto GD D.Foz ber loreth and 
requireth 
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requireth holyneſſe in conuerſation' and dothe make thoſe 
molt deare,enty2e,and famyliare vnto him, which are wo; 
thily and ſtedfaſtly bent vnto holyneſſe , Thus it is molle 
apparant howe infinitely,contrary,diſpleaſinge, and diſco: 
uenpent the vnpureneſſe of ſinne is vnfo god. Therefoze 
the Pſalmifſt fingeth ſaping. Early in the mozninge J will 
pꝛeſtt my ſelf befoze the, 4 J will behold thee, Fo2 thou art 
no god that would haue iniguitie. Neither ſhall the maly- 
cious dwell neere vnto the. Noz the vniuſt ſhall not endure 
befo2e thy face, The lyke argument is of the eno2mytie of 
ſinne, by conſideration of the diuine righteouſneſſe. Which 
is altogether vameaſureable, vnd inflextble meaſure and 
the vnkallyble rule of all verteuous ſtreightneſſe. Foz god 
is iuſt, and hath loued righteouſneſſe and his countenaunce 
hath beheld equitie. Of whome it is red in an other place. 


Great and wonderfull are thy woꝛkes, O Loꝛd god almigh⸗ p,., 


ty. Juſt and true are all thy wayes O king of the holy ones. 


Who ſhal not feare ther, o: who ſhal not magnify thy name: Ap. 


Do Þ the moꝛe we growe r increaſe in holineſſe x equitie, ſo 
much the moꝛe lyke, t the moꝛe beloned we are made vnto 
our creato2, Dantio2, + Judge , And the moꝛe we are made 
filthy t ouer commen by vices ; ſo much þ moꝛe vnlyke and 


p moze hatefal! vnto him, we are found. Who came to that Luke. 


end by the miniſtry of incarnatis)into this wozld, that we 
thould ſerue him in holyneſſe r righteouſneſle befo2e him all 
the dayes of our lief. Who doth inuyte t ſtyrre vs w an vn⸗ 
ſpeakcable loue, moſt godly vouchſafing, vnto þ imitation 


of his holines , Daying: doe not cõtaminate, noꝛ defile your Leuir.cc- 


ſowles, Fo: J þ Loꝛd your god am holy, Be holy, Fo2.J am 
holy. Behold (my welbeloued )if thou ponder theſe thynges 
depely,ofte,+ ſedfaſtly, I thincke that thou wilt on All ſides 
bate t eſchewe, filthines, vncleanenes, ⁊ huge enoꝛmitie of 
un. ea thou wilt moze ofte make haſt vnto rept᷑taunte. And 
eramynation of thyne owne conſcience in ſpending tyme in 
deuyne leruice and receuing the holy communion, Where- 
in actoꝛdinge to the Scriptures ) all thinges are yr 
1d 


Gen.t, 
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And thou wilt furthermoꝛe ind2us; thy ſelfe to be the moze 
iuſtly and wholy conuerſant in the pzeſence of the moſt holp 
God, and befoze the eyes of his vnmeaſurable righteou( 
nete. 


Of the Enormitie of ſinne, by the conſideracioa 
of the diuine charitie, by the which God dyd 
prevent vs, and greatly loued ys. 


An. 


Arthermoze, the mo2e liberally and abun⸗ 
dantly that any man doth pzeuent an other 
ue, ſo much the moze decent and iuſt it 
loue him againe hartely, And the moze 
frowarde and peruerſe it is alſo to do any 
Jute then to loue him. But it is moſt vn⸗ 
gratefull and vatoward , euen to hate him, abiec him, and 
diſpiſe him, and altogether to tourne away from him: eſpe⸗ 
cially if the beloued be ſucr that he is fo beloued of the louer. 
There foze to thend we may the moze effecuallp x ſincere⸗ 
iy knowe the abhominable and accurſed mallice of our ini⸗ 
quitics, let vs diligentlę behonld how much, and in. what 
manner dar ſwerte and talk GOD dyd p2cuent vs in lone, 
yea, ànd not onely iu loue, but in a moſt uberall, merely, 
free, moſt pure, eternall and moſt woꝛthy kynde of lone, 

And ärſt, this is certaine, that no lover (being created) no 
net our parents haue loucs 02 doe lo at vs fo muche as our 
make and werte Cod dot h, and bath loucd vs. Foꝛ of his 
eternall x pꝛegenting louc tawardz vs, he created vs when 
we were nothinge, vea he kezmed vs to his owne Image 
and ſimilitude. Fo: the divine leue dvd not leaue god withs 
dut bꝛaunche 902 ſpzingo , P22couer , be bathe manyfoldſy 
b:wtifped eur nature, not onzly with naturall gyftes,but 
allo with ſond;y ſupernaturall graces . Fo2 he mor 9% 
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frſt fozmed fathers and parentes in oꝛiginal righteouſnes, 
placing them in Paradiſe, and pꝛeferring them befoze all 
the creatures that lyue in this wozlde, pea (and if they had 
not ſinned ) had tranſpozted them from Paradiſe into the 
heauenly kingedome withoat deathe in the meane waye, 
All which he ment to haue geuen to their poſteritic , if they 
had not done wickedly, Wherevpon although we be dep2 yy 
ued of ſo many and ſo great commodities, pet 8ucght we ſo 
to lone Cod, as if we were not thereof depꝛiued, ſince that 
dep2tuacion came not from God, Furthermoze alſo becauſe 
baton is the pꝛoper effec of loue, and conſequently theres 
withall mutuall ſocietie and pertic@action, Foz loue dothe 
linyt the louer to the beloued, and maketh all god thinges 
that the louer hath to become vnto the beloued. If therefo2e 
we delyer rightly and wo2zthely to know how and in what 
maner dur God hath loved v£s,let vs behold in what maner 
he hath conioyned himſelfe to vs and to our nature. Fo2 be- 
holde, dyd not the onely begotten ſonne of God himſelfec by 
the will of God the Father, and the cooperacion of the holy 
ghoſt, vnyte our nature vnto his diuinitie, by a ſubſtanci a, 
immediate, high, inward kinde of vnione e yea by ſo great 
an vnione as noue could be moze greater o: moze woꝛthie: 
And there foꝛe ſince he coniopned himſelfe vnto our nature 
ſo highly, and ſo in wardly, it is apparaunt alſs how highly 
be dyd loue vs befoze hand, eſpecially ſince he vouchſafed x 
deigned ſo long to be conuerſant w vs in the nature which 
he dyd ſo aſſume and take vpon him, pea euen the eternall 
Father hiniſcife dyd ſo loue vs that he gaue his onely bee- 
gotten Donne as the Euangeliſt John dothe ſaye : Who ex- 
hozteth vs againe in his firſt epiſtle ſaying : dearely beloued 
let vs loue god, foꝛ he firft loued vs. Furthermoze be ioyned 
our myndes incefſatly vnto him and by ſupernaturall gifts, 
as by grace, doeing 5 which is acceptable, and by actual mo- 
tion of the holy ghoſt , By faith, hope, charity, + the other 
vertues pow2ed vpõ vs 7 by their aas. Vea further, our god 
is ready to cõmunicat al $ he hath (ea himſelf alſo * vs, 
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Efa64. Fo? there is no eye that hath ſtene, noꝛ care chat hath hard, 
neither is mans hart able to cõpꝛehend what God hath pꝛe⸗ 
pared foꝛ his elect, Fo2 he hath pꝛepared himſelf as a reward 
fo2 them , Since he created vs to entop the moſt ſ werte frui⸗ 
cion and happy viſion of holineſſe. And this is the moſt ly- 
beral lone of god that geuing vs his gyfts, he geueth (euen 
with the ſame giftes) himſelfe vnto vs. That we may true⸗ 
ly, eternallp, and happely behold, haue, poſſeſſe, iniop him. 

No.. Here with he ſo much loned vs, that by the mouth of Walo; 
mon, he ſayth vnto vs: ꝙy delights are to be with the ſonnes 
of men, Now there foʒe (my welbeloued) marke how per⸗ 
ucrſe, how vncomely, and how great a fault it is, not to re- 
quite with loue, this, ſuch, and ſo great a louer. Peato negs 
let, to offend,fo fet light by, to diſpoſe oz to hate him. And he 
that ſinneth, wylleth in all things that which God will not, 
and that which god wylleth that will not her accomplithe. 
Therefoze he dothe not truely loue God, ſince it is the pꝛo⸗ 
pertie of friendes to wyll and to nyll in all thinges alpke. 
Pea he deſpiſeth and leiteth lyght by God, whoſe pꝛeceptes 
he regardeth not. And ſo he dothe altogether turne himſelfe 
away from him, and peldeth no turne vnto this ſo wonder⸗ 
kull, meeke, moſt bountifull e moſt excellent louer. But pap⸗ 

1 eth euill foz ned, and hate fo2 loue. Yea he diſpiſeth God, 
ö who hath ſhewed himfelfe fo famyliar vnto him. Therefo2s 
tet vs (my welbeloued) heartely learne to loue God ſincere⸗ 
ty and tnwardly, Let vs be caryed vnto him with all feruft- 
neffe of mynde. et vs confozme cur affeces alwayes vnto 
dis moſt holy wyll. Let vs hate whatſoeuer he hateth, and 
let vs carneſtly umbzace all godneſſe, 


Of the enotmitie of ſinne,conſideresd 
by the benefits of God, 
AT. 7. 


is manifeff that ingratitude, is much repꝛoued bothe 


— opinion and Gods tudgement , And ths moze oz 
greater 
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greater benifits j; any one ma, doth beſtow vpõ an other, fo 
much the moꝛe wickednes it is not to requite p ſame, to be 
Unuratful oꝛ vnmindtul. But it 1s,mcT wicked to pꝛofer e⸗ 
uit foꝛ god. Pe ꝛcouer, ; longer? benifits are continucd, the 
oftener that they are renued, the moꝛe liberally that they 
are multiplted ca the higher 4 moꝛe wozthy that the bene- 
facto) ie © lower oz inferioꝛ Þ he be which reteiueth ſuche 
beni, much the larger 4 greater ought p takers to be. 
And the greater ſin is cömitted if þ receiuer be founde vn⸗ 
gratt ful oꝛ vnebcvient vnto the bene ſactoꝛ. Therfoze tothe 
ei d that p malice x ouerthwartncs of our ingratitude, diſo⸗ 
be diente, t in, may moꝛe plainly appear, map be the moꝛe 
hartily bewailed, the mo2e carefully amended 4 auopded, 
let vs peyze the heinſits 4 boũties of God towards vs. And 
firſt to begin w this, hew he made ts 4 not we our ſelues, 
whatſoeucr we haue oz be, it came fro him, of him were- 
teiued the lamc:our bodte,+ all the members therof: alſo a 
reaſonable ſoule + al the powers theref, i any one member 
ok our bodie, oꝛ any power of the mind o2 foul were lacking, 
as a fote,a hand, an eye, o: our wil + deſire:i o ſoꝛy thiild 
we breyta how much would we leue him, by whoſe helpe x 
cones that might be retouered r reſtoꝛcd j were watug? 
Why then do we no? ſoue the mol liberal + tie m oſt ben 
fictal God: whp do we not giue him thanks: why keare we 
not to be froward, dilobe dient, z ingrate fal, which did boys 
tifully giue vnto vs all thele things befoze rehearſe d, euen 
from the beginning of our goucrnance, wout our motion oz 
merits is not eut᷑ the eſſt̃tial be ing, amiable vnto al me nas 
turally:as Auguſtine doth well diſpute in his boke de ciuita- 

te dei Further cur be ing, our liefe, our faling, our mouing, 

our talk, reaſoning,⁊ our freedb are imparted vnto vs by 

Cod fri f beginning or our cdce ptid, vatil this pꝛe ſt̃᷑t time: 

he bath pꝛeſerue d vs fro innumerable perils:he hath apoin 

ted unte cuerie ma his holy Angel to aftcy him cotinnally, 

Ve hatt bꝛeught vs vi to holy baptiſme:in baptiſme he bath 
ietged vs freu. all ſanhe bath ada ned ts with g.. and 
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vertues: he hath ſpared vs ſinners by his abundant mercy; 
yea euen vntil this inſtant he hath vouchſafed to await fo 
our conuerſton. And doubtleſſe hath taken many out of thyg 
woꝛld wh he hath eternally damned, although they ſinned 
not ſo much as we do:x pet he doth carneſily erpecth:ough 
his incomp2chenſible clemencie)to ſe our amfdment, Now 
my beloued are theſe beniſtts (mal oz ſmally to be cſtemed? 
doth not God inceſſantly heape benifits vpõ vs & ſuccoꝛ vs: 
doth not he pꝛeſerue vs in being? & with vs all y we haue: 
doth not he cloth vs feed vs daylyzquickely foꝛgetteth the 
penitent, reſtoꝛeth the grace and vertues which he had loft, 
firreth and leadeth vs dayly vnto ſome god things, and in⸗ 
ſtrudeth vs at all times by his holy ſcripturs. Furthermoze 
he hath pꝛomiſed x pꝛepared foꝛ vs, that eternal, ſupernatt 

ral, and moſt plentiful bleſſedneſſe.Behold my beſt beloued 

how froward an ingratitude + huge nelle of offence it is, to 
offend 02 not to regard oꝛ cõſider, this higheſt, moſt lowing 
neuer fayling moſt excelent bene fadoꝛ. Here withaͤll it be⸗ 
houeth thee diligently to ponder the ſingular benifits giuen 
thi by thy creatoꝛ, which hath beautified thee (not meanly) 
but with great gifts of nature aſwel in thy body,as in thy 
mynd x ſoule, Foz ſince it is acco:ding to Auguſtines ſaying 
in ciuitate dei.) A great happineſſe to be bozne wittie and in⸗ 
gemious, by the ſame mans wittineſſe) beutie, 4 eloqutce 
arc the gikts of God although moſt men do abuſe them:then 
weigh wiſely vnto how great a thankfulneſſe, 4 obedience 
thou arte bound, not by vayn gloꝛping o2 p2cferring thy (clf 
beſoꝛe any man, no? by diſpiſing any man, but by concep⸗ 
uing great griefe in thy ſinnes, by moze bitter bewapling 
cf them, and laſt of all, by moꝛe caretul foꝛeſight auopding 
of them, by vehement fearc of the diuyne iudgement. Bi⸗ 
tauſe as Chꝛiſt doth pꝛoteſt: vnto whom lo euer much is gi⸗ 
uen, much ſhal be of him required Pea rather y moze beni⸗ 
fits thou coſidereſt to be giuen the of Cod, ſo much the moze 
thou oughteſt to be inllamed in lone towardes him, ſo much 
the mode perfealꝑ oughteſt p to ſabdue thine appetites,⁊ fo 

much 


T he shame of /inne, 


much p moze thankful + humble ſhuldeſt thou be ound. Be⸗ 
hold thou haſt af gods Hind þ gifts of nature, p gods of fo2- 
tune, x the frurtes ofthe church. Are not then thy ſins great 
and greruous eſpecially ſince they pzoceed not of mans infir- 
mitie oꝛ of ignoꝛance but are ſuch as thou knoweſt to be vn⸗ 
lawful: And mark therfoꝛe what account thou mult giue vis 
to God foꝛ theſe things. Laſt of all the cnozmitic of our fins 
is vehemently agreuated by the benifits which we haue re- 
eepued by Chꝛiſt, I mean thoſe which hc/fo2 our ſaluation) Oy, 
did take vpd him, ſuffred. Foz it is not our peruerſeneſſe, 
ingratitude, t wicke dnes infinite, whileſt we dichonoz vit 
piſe x fozſake the onely begotten ſonne of Cod: who foꝛ our 
deliverance did ſo vnſpeakably diſpoile him ſelf, Did moſt 
mercifully incline his moſt high diuinitie, vnto þ baſenes of 
sur nature, voutſafed to be conuerſant emõgſt men ſo many 
peres Pea in fo great humilitie, pouertie, patit̃ce, tribulati⸗ 
on, perſecutions t temptations, which take fuch erceedpng 
paynes foꝛ our ſaluatid in faſting, traueiling, pꝛeaching, and 
pꝛaping. Which did as Mathe wtelleth giue his bodie and 
blond with an vnſpeakable charitie vnto his diſciples, and 
both giue them dayly vnto vs moſt vouchſalingly 4 comfo2- 
tably. Which laſtly did ſuffer foꝛ our ſakes a moſt bitter and 
byle kynde of death. And hath foꝛ our conuer ſton vnto faith 
and grace) done ſo many miracles by his holy Apoſcles and 
other elect. And all this confivered the moze that any man 
doth honour any other then him, ſo much the mozeniquutie 
it is not to rehonoꝛ him agayne . But if is meit leude and 
wicked euen to diſhonoꝛ him, eſpecially ſince he is moſt 
ertelent both by vertue 4 authoꝛitie. And there foze ſince by 
the beſoꝛe named bemifrts aſwell naturall as ſupernatural, 
eſpecially by the incarnation of p woꝛd, z by the glo2ificatis 
of his humanitie, god hath ſo tnerplicable,honozcd makind, 
and hath vouchſafed to cal vs which of ſubſtãce are no better 
the poze litle woꝛmes of the earth (yea and hath made vs) 
bys ſonnes,hetres,4+ friendes : furthermoꝛe hath pꝛomiſed 
againe to carry vs vp into the moſt wozthic Conrte of the 
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higheſt heaufs, + into the equalitie cf the angelical bleſſed⸗ 
neſe:are not our fins vnſpeakably huge t great, by þ which 
we doe diſhonour, offend,x diſpiſe a God ſo wonderfully be- 
niqne? which hath alſo adoꝛned certapne of his pꝛeſt᷑t elece 
aud free choſt w ſuch molt excelent holineſſe? Now therfo2e 
be ioued/ let vs woꝛchip | renerence Cod in all things with 
the whole zeale of our hartes. And let vs do as much as we 
are able to þ honoz of his name: yea let vs not think that 


we do any thing Þ is wozthie : but let vs hartily bee ſozy 


that we are able to do no moze:bicavſe euen as he is of ex⸗ 
ceding matcittc,fo is he wozthie of infinite reuerence. 


Of the caormitie of ſinne by reaſon of the diuine pre- 
lence which beholdeth all things, 
Art 10 . 

His one thing furthermoze doeth increaſc the gree- 
nouſneſſe of our ſinnes, and doeth accumulate the 

T contempt of our mynd againſt God, that we dare be 
ſo bold as to ſinne in the ſight and pzeſence of our 
treatoꝛ, ſauioꝛ, t iudge. And he our eternall x moſt mightie 
God doth molt plainly,cternally, and vaſpeakably,behold, 
peize a diſcerne all things that are paſt, pꝛeſent, oꝛ to come. 
As holy Job doth pꝛofeſſe ſaytng:doeth not God know my 
way,+ doth he not count all my ſteppes? And again ſs ſpea- 
king to God thou haſt put ſayth he) my feete in fetters, and 
haſt watched: marked all my pathes, + haſt conũdered the 
ſteppes of my fete, Whervpon in Hieremie it is red thon 
moſt rong, great, and mightie, thy name is Loꝛd of hoſtes: 
nrcat in thy councels, x incompꝛehenſible in thy thoughts, 
whole eyes are open douer all þ ſons of Adam, vᷣ thou mayeſt 
giue to cucry man accoꝛding to his wapes wherein he wal- 
keth, ond not an earthly iudge, oꝛ a moꝛtal man think a 
creat int urie oꝛ diſpight don vnto hun if any of his ſubiects 
ſhuld in his taht + pꝛeſence tranſgrelſle his pꝛeceptes: But 
how mach greater imturie : diſhonoꝛ do we cõmit againſt þ 
highest, heauenlp, x eternal iudge, whileſt we fear not tc ſin 
ä in 


| 
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in his ught which is truely pꝛeſent euerie where, yea moi 
pꝛeſent and fulfilleth,tudgeth, 4 pondereth all thinges that 
are done , Here vpon(beloued) thinke alwayes vpon the dv 
upne pꝛeſence, honour the lakes of the heauenly counte- 
naunce, wo:ſhip euerie where the pureneſſe of the diuine 
mynde , Aud bluſhe fo2 ſhame to doe that befo2e the higheſt 


God, which thou wouldeſt be abaſhed to doe befoze a god oz 
honeſt man. Nay rather tremble and quake, and pzeſume 
not to thinke 02 to deſire that befoze the pꝛeſence of his hos 
holineſſe, which thou wouldeſt be any thing at all a fear de 

to ſpeane b:foze a god o2 honeſt man. 3 oꝛ God beholveth 

tue ſccrets of the hart, ⁊ that which vato men, is the fpeach 

of their mouth, that which is with God is the thought of 

the har te. And againe, that which the earthly iudge befoze Reg 16, 
whom thou art iudged doth gather of thine ut ward deedes, 

the ſame the d2zeadſall and molt iuſt God can iudge and de- ' 
termyne of thine inward deſires, which receiueth the intent 

02 aflection of the effect 0z deed, Chat man is baſc, vile 4 vi 

iuſt, which honoureth the pꝛeſence, andſeareth the iudge⸗ 

ment of men, moꝛe than of God. Wherfoze(my dearly belo- 

ued) let that offence neuer be attributed vnto tha, but ra- 

ther beare alwayes and in all places that ſaying of Help in 

thy niynde The Loꝛde liueth, in wheſe fight J ſtand this 

dap. And therfoꝛe (as Boetius ſaitij there is a great neteſũ⸗ 4 
fic of wel doing tommaunded vs, bicauſe we do all things 
be loꝛe the eyes of þ tudge which ſeeth 4 decerneth al things. 


Of che enormitie of ſinae by reſpect of 
him that ſinneth. 


Art . 7. 


Etherto we haue treated of the eno:mitie 
7] of fin hauing regarde to God, againſt whom 
4 all unne is committed, eyther directly oꝛ by 
meanes. F02 although certayn ſins are ter- 
med to be againſt god, certain other agaynſt 

the neighbour, e certain agaiuſt our ſelucs. 
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igheſt heaufs, + into the equalitie cf the angelical bleſſed⸗ 
nefſce:are not our ſins vnſpeakabl huge tt great, by p which 
we doe diſhonour, offend, diſpiſe a God ſo wonderfully be⸗ 
nigne; which hath alſo ado2ned certayne of his pꝛeſtt eleae 
aud fre choſt w ſuch molt excelent holineſſe? Now therfo2e 
(ve loued / let vs wozthip z renerence God in all things with 
the whole zeale of our hartes. And let vs do as much as we 
are able to 8 honoꝛ of his name: yea let vs not think that 
we do any thing Þ is wozthie : but let vs hartily bee ſo2y 
that we are able to do no moze:bicauſe euen as he is ofcx- 
ceding maieſtic, ſo is he wozthie of infinite reuerence, 


Of che caormitie of ſinne by reaſon of the diuine pte- 
lence which beholdeth all things, 
Art . 10 + 


uouſneſſe of our ſinnes, and doeth accumulate the 
contempt of our mynd againſt God, that we dare be 
ſo bald as to ſinne in the ſight and pꝛeſence of our 
rode. rreato:,ſauto2,t iudge. And he our eternall x moſt mightic 
God doth moſt plainly,cternally, and vnſpeakablp, behold, 
peize a diſcerne all things that are paſt, pꝛeſent, oꝛ to come. 
lob. 23. As holy Job doth p2ofefle ſaping:doeth not God know my 
wap, ⁊ doth he not count all my ſteppes? And again ſo ſpea- 
king to God thou haſt put ſayth he)my feete in fetters, and 
haſt watched ?: marked all my pathes, 4 halt conſidered the 
Hicr. 32. ſteppes of my fete. MNher vpon in Hieremie it is red thou 
moſt tf rong, great, and mightie, thy name is Loꝛd of hoſtes: 
great in thy councels, 2 incompꝛehenũble in thy thoughts, 
whoſe eyes are open ourr all þ ſons of adam, d thou mayeſt 
giue to cucry man accozding to his wayes wherein he wal- 
keth, ond not an carthly iudge, oꝛ a moꝛtal man think a 
great int urie oꝛ diſpight don vnto hun if any of his ſubieces 
chuld in his taht + pꝛeſence franſarefſe his pꝛeceptes: But 
how mach greater imurie 4 diſhono2 do we comit againſt þ 
higheſt, heauenlp, z cternal iudge, whileſt we fear not tc fin 
in 


. one thing kurthermoꝛe doeth increaſc the grer⸗ 
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in his fight which is truely p2cſent euerie where, pea mot 
pꝛeſent and fulfilleth,tudgeth, 4 pondereth all thinges that 
are done , Here vpon(beloued) thinke alwayes vpon the di 
upne pꝛeſence, honour the lokes of the heauently counte- 
naunce, woꝛſhip euerie where the pureneſſe of the diuine 
mynde , Aud bluſhe fo2 ſhame to doe that befoꝛe the higheſt 
God, which thou wouldeſt be abaſhed to doe befoze a god oz 
honeſt man. Nay rather tremble and quake, and pꝛeſume 
not to thinke oꝛ to deſire that befoze the pꝛeſence of his ho⸗ 
holineſſe, which thou wouldeſt be any thing at all a fear de 
toſpcake b-foze a god oꝛ honeſt man. J oz God beholveth 
tae ſccrets of the hart, z that which vato men, is the ſpeach 
of their mouth, that which is with God is the thought of 
the harte. And againe, that which the earthly iudge befo2e Reg 16, 
whom thou art iudged doth gather of thine gut ward deedes, 
the ſame the dzeadfall and moit iuſt God can iudge and de- 
termyne of thine inward deſires, which receiueth the intent 
02 aflection of the effect oz deed, That man is baſc,vile 4 vn 
iuſt, which honoureth the pꝛeſence, and feateth the iudge⸗ 
ment of men, moꝛe than of God. Wherfoze(my dearly be lo⸗ 
ued) let that offence neuer be attributed vnio the, but ra- 
ther beare alwayes and in all places that ſaying of Belp in 
thy niynde , The Lode liueth, in wheſe ſight I ſtand this 
dap. And therfoꝛe (as Boetius ſaithj there is a great neceſit- 2 
fic of wel doing commaunded vs, bicauſe we do all things 
bcfo:2 the exes of y iudge which ſerth + decerneth at things. 


Of che enormitie of ſinae by teſpect of 
him that fnneth. 


Art.in. 


Etherto we haue treated of the eno:mitie 
ol fin hauing regarde to God, againſt whou 
4 all unne is committed, cyther directly oꝛ by 
meanes. Foz although certayn ſins are ter- 
med to be againſt god, certain other agaynſt 
the neighbour, & —_— agaiuſt our ſelues. 

ty, 
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(I mean againſt the ſinner himſelf)bicanſe that God is the 
nereſt obiect 4 matter moſt at hand vnto ſome ſins as vnto 
thoſe that are directly cõtrarie to the diuine vertuces,+ vnto 
ſome other the neighboꝛ is the nereſt matter, and vnto 
ſome he htm ſelfe which ſinneth. Neuertheleſſe all fin is a⸗ 
gainſt God, which deteſteth, puniſheth, 1 foꝛbiddeth all fins, 
Foꝛ by þ diuine lawes al ſin is fozbidden 02 diſwaded, Now 
then it is requiſite to ſpeake ſomewhat of the cno2mitie of 
ſin on the behalf of the inner, and that as touching men, 
Firſt then the enoꝛmitie of ſin may be marked by our ins 
ferio2itte, Foz the leſſe that any man is by compariſc with 
a maſter oꝛ lawgiuer, ſo much the moꝛe humble, fo much 
the moꝛe in ſubjectton he ought to be. A here vpon the cons 
tempt ſeemeth to be ſome what) the moꝛe greetous if he be⸗ 
come rebellious to the law giucr,oꝛ ſuperio2 in m ſelt, thẽ᷑ if 
he himſelf were greater, oꝛ if a greater the himſelt did com⸗ 
mit it. o man himſelf doth poſſeſſe þ loweſt place, in rank 
of matters oꝛ ſubſtances belonging to vnderſlanding, may 
not the 5 lawgiuer the moſt highly exalted God, (holy vn⸗ 
meaſured, ⁊ to bee adozed)diſdapne much when he ſ&th vs 
vyle litle wozmes of the earth bearing clayiſh vefſell vpon 
vs, being compared to vanitie and aſhes, repleniſhed in our 
bodies with infinite ſmnes agaynſt the ſoule) that we doe 
not obey his cdᷣmaũde ments, but diſhonoꝛ his maieſtie, and 
foznet his benifits, vea euerp houre offending him uiceſſats 
lv, not harkening to his exhoꝛtations which he maketh vn⸗ 
to vs by his miniſters, z not regarding his own pꝛeſẽce:tur⸗ 
thermoze by this coſideration of our leudneſſe 4 vileneſſe, 
we ought vehemently to heape vp, aggreuate, deteſt, 4 bes 
waile, yea to diſpiſe, repꝛoue, & to cozrect both our ſeluos 
and all our erceſſes againſt God, ſince y we moſt poꝛe, moſt 
miſcrable,q moſt vyle creatures, which ſhal ſone die, (yea 
rather daply dying) haue ſo often 4 ſo greevoutly diſhonou- 
red,offended,diſpiied,x dayly do not ceaſe to offend our loꝛd, 
our molt highly exalted, infinite,almightie, mcſt glozious, 


and ſupereſſential God, Behold, we duſt + aſhes, we worms 
and 
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and rottenneſle, which lyke a flour do come fo2th + are twt- 
thꝛed, which fly away like a ſhazow, 1 neuer do cõtiuue in 
one eſtate, haue ſo often 4 lo vnmeaſurably, halted diſſem⸗ 
bled,x ſo inceſſantly do ſin againſt p king cf kings, againſt 
the Pꝛince of all men, againſt the creato2 of the world moſt 
laudable, inuariable, ⁊ moſt highly exalted, who is the ſun⸗ 
pleſt, pureſt, moſt b2ight ſhinyng,+ molt holy ghoſt, Cd her⸗ 
foze then die we moſte vaynely glozie 2 whereef are wee 
molt foliſhe pꝛoude:wherefoze doe we nat humble, diſpiſe, 
bewayle,and core our ſelucs, with faſtings, with ſtripes, 
with watching,p:aying,+ ether fruits of repentance Ther⸗ 
foꝛe let vs ear neſtly be diſpleaſant vnto our (ſclues,42 let vs 
maſte deærpely 4 without delay humble our ſelues befoꝛe the 
molt pure Ood, diſiling no bodie but our (clues, 

Secondarily,the eno2mitte of linne(on the b:halfe of the 
ſinner / is noted by the ſuperioꝛitie of him that ünneth, as by 
pꝛeeininence 4 pꝛeferment in authozitie. Fo2 the moꝛe that 
be which ſinneth be pꝛeferred in p2tncipallitie, o; iuditiall 
antho2itic,the mo2c he is bound to the zige ample iuſtice, 
rightuouſneſſe, charitie, ext plare life. Eſpecially ſince the 
iudge oꝛ vꝛeſident(accoꝛ ding t3 the Philoſopher)o ght to be 
the liuelp lawe it lelk, z the liuing equitie: wherby his fing 
become the greater and moze cno2me, eſpecialip tf he haue 
authoꝛitie in Cecleũaſtical matters, and be bound fo attend 
vn do dactcine and pꝛeaching. Whervpon that which ſhould 
be to a ſim le man but a ſ.nal treſpaſſe : ſuch is actoũted in 
a parſonage a huge and yaynous offence and ſine, 

Tyirdlp, the enozmitie of fin (as touching him that ſin- 
neth)may be taken on the behalfe of the d2gro& 02 oꝛders of 
him which ſinneth , As the ſinne of a Pzeacher c2 miniſter 
is moꝛe areuons then the fin of a lay oꝛ ſimple man, both 
dicauſe of the greatneſſe of their ſkill and Knowledge, fo; 
the god example which of them is expected. 

Fourthly, on the behalfof p ſcience oꝛ knowledge of hym 
that ünnety, whole faulte is ſo muche the moꝛe greeuous 
alwayes then the faultes of hys equalles, the greater 

| C.ity, that 


T he shame of inne. 


that his gaines 92 pꝛoſit in knowledge hath ben, ute Chailk 
2oteſteth ſaying The ſeruant which knoweth dis maſters 
will and doth it not, hall bs beaten with many ſtripes. as 


the Ancftle mes doeth allo teſtifie ſaying: it is a unne to 


him that knoweth god, and docth it not. o as Peter the 
Apoſtle ſayth : it were better not to know the way of righ- 
e to goe backe ward from it, after knowledge 
ef if. 

Fifty, on the behalfe of vertue, foz the greater perfedts 
on of lyfe that a man (in times paſt ) hath led, and the mos 
fpirifual that he hath bene, the moꝛe abhonnnable and moze 
vyle he ſhall alwaves be in compariſon of his eq alles, ii ye 
returne vnto carnall and voluptuous lyfe . Buche are 
they which beginnyng with the ſpirpte, are conſumate in 
the fleſhe. 

Sirtly,on the behalfe of his ſtate o: p2<fcſiion . As if a 
chʒiſtian miniſter oꝛ pzeacher ſhould become an Apoſtate, 
wherin / doing againſt rightuouſnes)he doth fin right deadly 

Scuenthly,by the beniſites giuen vnto him that ünneth. 
Bic auſe (as J haue beroze ſayd)the mioꝛe oꝛ the greater bes 
nififes that any man recepueth from aboue, ſo muche ths 
greater and moze eno2me his ſinnes bee. Wherevpon the 
longer moꝛe benignely ̊ God erxpecteth the conucriion of 
him ᷣ ſinneth, ſo muche p moꝛe dapnable his ſins are made, 

Cightly, by the comon cuſtome of ſinning, which inducety 
hardnelle ot harte 4 obſtinancie. Foz as Salomon wziteth: 
when the wicked man commeth unto the depth of ftuae,be 
regardeth it not. 

Ninthl p, by reaſon of the age, fo one ſelfe ſame faulte is 
iudged mo2e repꝛoueable in old men, then in yong men. 

Lenthly by þ eaſineſſe vᷣ the ſinner had not to haue ftnned, 
o2 to haue reſiſted againſt ſin. As in men of god wit and vn⸗ 
derſtandyng, ſinne is moze greeuous than in ſuche as ats 
pꝛone vnto vice , MA here vpon Auguſtine in his rity, bone 
de ciuitate dei ſpłaketh ſaying : The firft pꝛecept in Paradtcs 
was bzoken e vyolated, ſo much the moze vniultly, bicanle 

tt 
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it mighte haue bene with ſo much the mo2e caſe oblerded 
and kept. Foꝛ in ſinners cf ſuch as be cf gad vnderſtanding 
ther is moze voluntarie confent, ünce from their war 
thoucchtes they are le ſſe enſoꝛted vn!s eupll. And chere fee 
they doc ſinne moꝛe grevouſly then the reſt that are their c- 
quales, cſpecially ance they doe both abuſe gods bencfttes 
vnhappelp, and are ſo much the moꝛe vngratefull vnto their 
creato: , By thelc thinges let euery man weigh and conſt⸗ 
der the cno2mytie of his ſinnes , Bicauſe in ſoure men all 
theſe thinges( pea, filly all theſe thinges , which doe aggre⸗ 
uate ſinne doe concurre, in ſome many. And in otter ſome 
fewer. But vato(thee my derelp belo::ed) J p2opound the laſt 
ot all theſe poyntes to be moſt ſingularely conſdered. Leaſt 
thou ſhouldeſt dampnably abuſe the godneſſe of thyne crce- 
lent wit. ut thou mi ſt (by a woꝛthy indeuo2) bend they 
ſelfe ſo much the moꝛe warcly vnto all vertues:as it is eaſt- 
er vnto thee then vnto others, to become vertuous , The 
which ik thou do , thou ſhalt be moſt deuoute and molt ac 
ceptable vato God, But if thou regard not thy doings,and 
geue place vnto vices, ſurely thyne iniquitie 6 dampnacion 
will be erceving greate, Whervpon Auguſtine in his ſecond 
boke, De civitate dei, ſapth : If there be any natural part ap- 
parant in thee which is laudable , it is no way perfect no: 
purged but by ppetie, which is woꝛſhipping of God)and by 
impietie it will be ouerthꝛone and puniſhed, Further of all 
that hath bene ſayde the very aggreuating of ſinne it ſelfe 
is to be vnderitode by the other partes thercof. 


Of the enotmitie of ſinne, by the obic ot matter 
about the which it is committed. 


Art .13 + 
S we haue already touched, ſome finnes are ſayds 
fo be againſt GD D , ſome againſt the neighbour, 


and ſome againſt the finner himſelfe . And it is cer- 
G. v. teins 


Luke .10 


Fx0.16, 
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teyne, that the inne againſte God are the moſte greueus 
generally , It is alſo now handled of the greucuſneſſe of 
finnc,haning reſpect to God And as thoſe ſinnes are fayds 
lo be moſte greuous, which are againſt G D fo? his god⸗ 
neſſe, mateſtie, holpneſſe, charitie, and his beſtowing of be- 
nefitfes , Do the lpker vnto God that the neighbo2s be a⸗ 
camffe whome the ſinne is commytted, the moꝛe greuous 
and enoꝛme the inne ſhalbe accounted, And therevpon the 
cno2mitic of ſinne againſte the neighbeur, Is firſt marked 
by the auctho2itie , dignitie, and power of him againſte 
whome the ſinne is commytfed , Who, (the greater his 
power oz auctho2ttie is) ſo much the moꝛe greuous it is to 
offend him oz to treſpaſſe againſt him, as appeareth by trea⸗ 
ſons comitted againſt pꝛinces. ere vpon it is very enoꝛme 
t greuous to treſpaſſe againſt a pꝛeacher oꝛ nipniſter:fince1t 
is cherfely againſte charitie which is due vnto them, and a⸗ 
gainſt iuſtice by the which obedience and reuerence are to 
be geuen them. Wherefcze of ſuch God ſpeaketh ſapinge: 
He that heareth you heareth me, and he which diſpiſeth vou 
diſpiſeth me. Moyſes alſo ſayth to the rebellious Ffraelttrs; 
Por murmuring is not againſt vs but againft Gad. And 
here vpon the Apoſtle teacheth in his epiſtie to the Romans: 
ct euer liuing ſoule be ſubiect to p higher rowers. Fo2 ther 
is no powꝛe hut from Ood:and thoſe things which are from 
god are o2zdayned , But he which refiffeth authoꝛity reſiſ⸗ 
teth againſt the oꝛdinaunte of god. And they which doe re⸗ 
ſift him doe purchafe to themſelnes cternall dampnation. 
Secondarilp, the enozmptie of treſraiſcs agai it neigh⸗ 
bour ts percepued by reaſon of the neereneſſe of bidde. As 
thus. It is moꝛe nrmauous fo ky! thy nat ral brother Dy 
fo ranifhe thyne owne ſiſter But it is moſte græudus fo 
ſtune agarntt thy Barents . Since a ſonne is boꝛne ot their 
lubſtaunte and is as it were fome parte of them. 
Thirdip, by the benifites which the ſinner hath retey⸗ 
ned of his neigibour agavnſt whome he treſpaſſeth. And 
therefa2e ( againe ) it is to wicked a thing? to doe _ as 
gain 
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gaynſt thy Parentes from whome the offſpzing hath obtey- 
ned, being nowziſhement, attendaunce, and inſtruction , 
Alſo agaynſt maiſters vnto whome honour and loue are due. 
( Dz rather acco2ding to the Philoſophers opynion, we can 
not peld vnto our parents # our mailtcrs things equiuolent 
to theire deſertes .cind therfo2e it is wzitten . Oh how euill 
amanis he which abandoneth his father? and he is cyrſcd 4 
of god which pꝛouoketh his mother vnto anger. 
Fourthly by the godneſſe, vertue, 02 holpneſſe, oł him a- 
gainlt whome the treſpas is done, who, the better, tuſter, 
02 holper, that he be. Do much the moꝛe wicked it is to doe 
him treſpas . 92 a ſpeciall honour is due vnto them that 
are wyſe and learned. And therefo2e the iniurie oz lacke of 
reuerence that is ſhewed vnto ſuch men is accounted the 
mo2e hepnous fault . $ 
Fiftly by the ſtate,degr&e,02 oꝛder, whervpon it is an exce⸗ 
ding great offence to comit treſpaſſes againſt the miniſtrie. 
Sirtly by reaſon of the age. Foz there is great reuerence 6 
due vato the elders , And therefo2c to doe ts them iniurie is 
thought the greater offence, Yerevpon the ſcriptures teach 
vs ſaying: befoꝛe a gray head thou ſhalt riſe # do reuerfce, Leut '9- 
Deuenthly by the ſimplicitie and ignozaunce,yea, 02 by Þ 7 
folly of him againſt whom the treſpaſſe is comitted ,TWho, 
the mo22 innocet oꝛ ſimple that he be, the mo2e crueltie it is 
coſifed to do him hurt. And in like mãner if he be either al⸗ 
together oꝛ in part depꝛiued or his reaſonable vnderſtading, 
Foz vnto ſuch great copaſſion 4 ſuccour ſhould be m niſtred 
and therfoꝛe it is colited a great euill in boke of Jobe ſay 
ing: The wut maus fimplitytic is laughed to ſkozne, 
Eightly by reaſs ofthe loue oz truſt which we haue in a- 
ny man, if we do treſpas again him, Foz the moze p any 
man doth loue one, oꝛ þ moꝛe that he truſteth him, p greater 
offence it is to doe him treſpas by iniurpe, hurt, oꝛ deceipt. 
Whervys it is red in Jobe ſay ing: he 5 is laughed to ſkoꝛne 1 
by his freind ſha!l call vpon the Loꝛde and he will heare . —_— 
him. And in Ecclefiaſlttes ; do not fozſake thene old friend, 
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Foz the newe ſhall not be lyks vnto him. Herebp the dif: 
ſi mulers and crafty creatures do pꝛouoke the wꝛath of god, 
Nynthly the imperfection oz monſtrous defect of any perſs, 
Taherevpon it is cdᷣmaunded in the Leuiticall lawes : thou 
ſhalt nof curſe the deaffe man, noꝛ ſet a ſtumblinge blocke 
befo2e him that is blynde. And therefoze it is a vehement 
trueltie and vngodlpneſſe, to mocke, ſcoꝛne, oz offend,fuch 
perſons , Zenthly by the impotence, weakenefſe,andnede, 
of him againſt whome the treſpaſſe is done. And therefo2s 
it is a very enoꝛme and greuous finne,to oppꝛeſſe, perſe⸗ 
cute, 02 ſpoyle, the impotet, abied, oꝛ needye perſones , And 
here vpon Salomon ſayth: Ve that taunteth the poꝛe doth 
vpbꝛayde his maker , And Moyſes ſayth: The Loꝛd geueth 
ſentence fo2 the wydowe and the ©2phante, and loueth the 
ſtranger , Whcrevpon it is witten by ſuche as ſuſtepne 
u zonge in manner afo2eſaid, that their cryes came vnto 
cares of the Lozde of Sabaoth : E'enenthly by the aduer⸗ 
ſitie of the neighbour agaynſt whome the fault is comitted, 
And herevpon it ts accounted a verie gree:zous fault, to in⸗ 
creaſe trybulation, o2 to doe iniurie, vnto them that are de⸗ 
ſolate, afflicted, oz tempfcd . Since comfoꝛt and conſolaci⸗ 
on are due to uch as holy Jobe well witneſſeth that he du 
ſapinge. J did weepe ouer him that was affliced, x J toke 
compaſſion in my ſoule vpon the poꝛe and needte man. And 
in an other place. When J (att (ſayth he) h Re a Bing that 
bath his arnye about him, pet was the comfozter of 
them that mourned, Thercfoze a certepne wiſe man doth 
admoniſhe vs ſavinge : Fayle not them that wepe in conſo- 
lation. And the Appaſtle ſapth: we Hould weep? with them 
that wepe . Sy theſe thinges cuery man mape conſider the 
eno2mytte of his finnes agaynlt his neighbour, as by re- 
ſpcat of him agapnſt whome the offence is commytted And 
generally the greater damage 02 euill that any man doth by 
treſpaſſinge agaynſt his neigzbour, ſo much the moze grees 
voufly he ſinneth heponde his equalls in compariſon . And 


therefoze to 2cflower a virgin is a very huge offence .Slaw 
Dcrs 
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der alſo taketh away the god name which is to be p2eforrey 
be foꝛe ſiluer and gold. Yea and ſowing of diſcoꝛde, which 
bꝛeaketh away and diminiſheth lone(that is to be p2eferred 
befoze ſiluer, gold, and god name ) they are very huge and 
eno2me offences , Pea, greater in all reſpectes then theft. 
And again the move that the matter of ſinne oꝛ offence be 
conſecrated vnto God,the greater is the offence , And laſt of 
all (my welbeloued ) it ſhalbe meete fo2 ther diligently and 
wiſely to weighe the enoꝛmpties of thyne owne offences cõ⸗ 
anytted agaynſt thy neighbour by any manner of mcanes. 
And that acco2dinge to the conſiderations befoꝛe rehearſed 
and towched, thou indeuour thy ſelf wozthelp to coꝛrec 
them. Diligently(hercafetr )to eſchewe them and to behaue 
thy ſelfe well and oꝛderly vnto all men accoꝛdinge to their 


ſtate, condicion, oꝛ quallity, euen as the Appoſtle teacheth to Rom. i. 


the Romaines ſayinge :; Geue vnto all men theire dewe. 
Feare vnto whom feare doth belonge, and honour to whom 
bonour appertapneth , 


Of the enormytie of ſinne hauinge conſideration 
to thend and circumſtances, 


Art. 13. 


1 Urthermoꝛe the name of circumſtaunce in 
actions of vertue, is taken o2dinarily by cir⸗ 
- cumſtance acco2ding to » place, ſoꝛ as p place 
ots locally muy2on 2 ſtand about the mat⸗ 
© Ws 2 ter oz thing in hand, p which doth cut touch 
itt, and pet is vnto it an outward affection: 
Do the condictons of humaine actions, which concerne the 
very actions themſelues, and vet are without their ſubs 
ſtaunce, are called cirtumſtaunces. As Thomas in the firſt 
chanter of his ſecond treatiſe and the ſenenth queſtiõ. Ther 
are/ſayth he) ſeuen circumſtaunces which are contepned 
in this verſe. 
Who, what, where, by what helpe, why, how, : when. 
os 
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Joz a manmuft marke who did it, by what helpe, oz aſſiſ- 
tance her dpd wozke, in what place, what tyme, to what 
purpoſe, and in what manner it was done. But foz afmuch 
as the action taketh his pzoper kinde by thende oz purpoſe 
wherevnto it tendeth, therefoꝛe wozke it ſelfe is of the fub- 
ſtaunce of the action , And therefo2e when the ende and the 
wozke are termed circumſkaunces, it is not to be vnderſtode 
of the pꝛincipall ende 02 action, in that that it is pzoperly, 
but it ts ment by ſome ende adioyned, and by ſome pꝛoper⸗ 
tic applyed about the wozke oz action Of theſe ctreumſkaces 
this one. Is of greateſt- conſideration , That is to 
ſaye : To what ende any thinge is done. And therefoze to 
the moze vnlawfull,oz wicked, ende, oz purpoſe, any thing 
be done, the fault is ſo much the moze agreuated. And if any 
man pzetend his woꝛke to ſundꝛy ends oz purpoſes whiche 
are foꝛbydden, the mo2e, and the moze perncrſe that theſe 
endes be, ſo much greater is the eno2mytte of his ſinne. 
As if any man doe ſteale to the end and purpoſe that hes 
mape maynteyne delyghtes, banquitinge, and whozedome, 
yea, 02 to attayne thereby wozldely,p:omotion , And fur⸗ 
thermoꝛe if any man be of the kynde of god men, if yet the 
ende 02 purpoſe that he pꝛeteudeth be vayne and lewed, 
the thinge then it ſelfe is vnlawfull , As if any man, pꝛape, 
faſt, and geue, almes, to obtepne mens p2ayſes thereby, 
Then foꝛ aſmuch as (by the teſtimonie of Dyonpſius god- 
neſle is an entyer cauſe,( that is to ſay : whyther all the cir⸗ 
cumſtaunces of vertue befoꝛe rehearſed, doe concurre) and 
the defectes.02 euilles doe happen by the ompttinge of any 
cirenmſtaunces: Therefoze the nreenouſneſſe of the ſinne 
41 ts ſo much the greater, the moꝛe that the number of cir 
3} tumſtaunces be which are foziaken, and the moꝛe that the 
j! partie doeth goe from the verie conuenyent circumſtaunces 
bl | of vertue it ſelfe , Yerevpon let vs now not onely be ſozyp 
{ that we doe thoſe thinges which of their owne nature be 
bicyous and abſolutly euill, and doe alſo omit things that 


we ſhould doe: But alſo bicauſe we haue ſinned in an in⸗ 
tonuenient 


T he ſhame of ſinne. 


connenyent tyme,in a place moꝛe fo2 bydden, to a very wic⸗ 
ked ende and purpoſe, by diſhonelt meanes oz aſſiſtaunce, 
and in a moſte vnapt manner and faſhion, euen vnfcarfully 
and vnreuerentlip altogither, we muſt conſider alſo how 
often, with what maner of perſon, with how great delight 
in ſinning,and with how great, oꝛ what kynde of offence 
to our neighbour Foz the moze that the defiere of ſinning 
(x meane the verie willingneſſe to euill)be moze bent ther- 
bnto, the fault is ſo muche the moze greeuous , Lykewiſe 
it is connenpent and we muſt conſider of the god thinges 
whiche wee doe whither thep be done in due tyme and 
place, with a right intent and renerently, alſo , Fog it is 
moꝛe græuous in the time of diuine ſeruice on p holy dates, 
and in the church, to haue a wandzing mynde, to tattle, to 
loke gazinge about, and fo ſet mynde, vpon vice and wic⸗ 
kedneſſe, Theretoze( my welbeloued)indeuour thy ſelfe to 
fulfil the god derdes w nto thou art bounden,with the 
circumftaunces befoz8 reherſcd as much as in ther lieth 
and doe herdely er the greeuouſneſſe of thy ſinnes, by 
all theſe thinges nol which doe aggreuate ünne 
and wickednelle. . 


Of che deformy ie hatefullneſſe and loachſomneſſe 
of ſinne by conſideration 
of it ſelfe. 


Art . 14 + 


. =) Ycanſe god which is diſhonoured by ſinne 
1 > Y- 7] noth conſiſt of an infinyte great honozable- 

/ 4) nefſe,amiabl:neſc and bewtie ; Therefoze 
anne is iudged to be alſo of an infinit loath- 
ſomneſſe,hatefulnefſe and defo2mytie , Foz 
aſ;nuch as it is diſpleaſing,x cõtrarꝑ, to the 
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divine will, holynefſe, and equitiz, herevpon ſinne 2ught 

(by the lawes of Cod) neyther to be committed noz to be 

alowed fo2 no cauſe, foꝛ no f:are of damage, danger, oz to2s 

ment, 1:02 fo2 any louc of tommodytie, pꝛoſperitie d: ape. 

Pea, rather ſhould a man willingly receane x tdvure 100k 

garœuous death, then to incurre the leaſt finne , And theres 

foze whoſocuer doth either fo2 flatterie o2 fo2 menaces oꝛ by 
1. regardinge mans fauonr, yeld vnto ſinne, be declareth ſaf⸗ 
ficiently that he is imperfect , To conclude, the leaft euill 
of the fault, that is to ſay : The leaſt ſinne is mo2e hateful 
| and moꝛe to be fledd from, then any kynde of euill in the 
#1 payne 02 any kynde of purnrſhment ( yea, though it be in⸗ 
It fernall) as touchinge that it is mercly puniſhment. Ther⸗ 
koꝛe we ought not to ſinne fo2 the auoyding of any to2zment, 
loſſe, 02 diſcomodity, but rather ought a man to be willing 
to beare any payne then to offende God: Fo? to offende god 
is as much as to leeſe Cod. ( I meane the vmneſurable gav- 
neſſe of God ) and to ſet our owne wicked wills directly 
againſt his moſt holy will. And therefoze now {my welbe- 
loued ) conſider how great is their frowardneſſe + he w farr 
are they diſtant from true perfection, wheſe whole affection 
tendeth day and night to doe thoſe thinges which are foz⸗ 
bydden by thy diupne lawes. Which by flatfery, ayftes, # 
pourſute,*oe labour to dꝛawe thoſe thinges, vnto their con- 
ſent, with the which they may fulfil ther moſt filthy deſiers. 
And which ſtudie to be Honoured, to be inrytched, and to 
haue their pꝛopꝛietie in this woꝛlde. Therefoze let þ ſtate 
of our myndes ſtand inflexible , Let vs neither be puffed vp 
with pꝛoſperitie noꝛ pet ouer come with adnerſitie, Neither 
| let vs fall hedlong from the way of rightcouſneſle tt20unh 
13 feare of mans diſplecfure, rebuke, oꝛ diſmayino, and let vs 
beyond all compariſen feare the death of the ſowle( which 
is ſinne) moꝛe then the death of the body. 
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Againſt thoſe which doe more ſeare, eſthewe, and hate, the e- 
will of the ua ſhu ent, then the evil: of the ſault. 


MAINT 15. 
Jeare 
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The shame of ſinne.. 


J Care is the flying from oꝛ deteſting of euil · 
q Zherfo:e the woꝛſe that any things bee, the 
| mo2e tobe fled from, and the moze deteſta⸗ 
D ble they are iudged to bee , 402 as muche as 
euil is the obiect of feare:So Þ it is alreadie 
— #4 cuident that the euil of the fault is vumea- 

farably — be fled fro, But the euil of the paine oz the puniſh⸗ 
ment of ſin, oꝛ any kynde of afflictiue aduerſitie, is not iin it 
ſelf)abſolutely eutl,oz ſimply to be fled fr6 oꝛ auoyded. But 
it is iultly ſent by God, z is p2ofitable in this wo2ld to the 
taking away of ſin,x the pow2ing of grate vpon vs, Jn hell 
it is the wozke of the diuine iuſtite, oꝛdeyned fo the fault 
although it be hurtfull vnto the dampned, If the fince theſe 
things are ſo, how'vnperfect, vple i childiſt, are they which 
in this life do rather feare 4 flye from the iuſt puniſhment, 
confuſcon, ⁊ rebuke of their ſinnes, then from the very fil 
thie defo2mitie of ſin it ſelfzthe diſpleaſare of the diuine ho- 
lineſſe, and the diſhonoz of the higheſt God? Theſe be thoſe 
diſozdered and miſerable creatures in whom pꝛiuate loue 
doth wey downe godly loue, in whom ſernyle feare is grea- 
ter then chyldiſh obedicnce,which doe moꝛe honour, d2ead, 
and eſteeme the fight + iudgement of the wo2!d the of god: 

neuer fearing to doe that in the pzeſence and beholding of 
God him ſelf, which they would be abaſhed to doe in p ſight 
of a man being their iudge in this weld, Theſe are moze 
ſo20owfull fo their own tempoꝛal oꝛ coꝛpoꝛal diſtommodi⸗ 
ties, loſſes, oꝛ puniſhments, the foz gods difylcaſiire fo2 the 
loſſe of grace, oꝛ fo2 the wounding of their ſau'e. Theſe men 
doe pꝛetend r fayne a certatne amendment, whe the itides- 
ment # examination of men is at hand 02 app2ocheth,But 
when he is abſent, whom they feared and is not loked for, 
to returne ſho2tly vnto iudgement oꝛ puniſhment;thf they 
line as they did befoꝛe. Go to then(welbeloued)let vs feare 
God mel ſincerely,let vs(without all campariſon) hate the 
cuil of the fault, and hartely imbꝛate ſuch puniſhment as 
is layd vpon vs fo; EA let vs brare it patently, 


.. and 
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And let vs moſt faithfully bewayle and lament the hurts of 
the ſoule(that is ſins)mo2e the the l-ife of tempozall things, 
oz the afflictions of þ bodie. Laſt of all, we ſhal be able to ac- 
compliſh all theſe things, if we mark effecually that ſaying 
of Salomon: Py ſonne honoz God, Fx thou ſhalt pꝛoſper. Be- 
ſides him,ſe thon feare no man. And agayne he ſayeth : He 
that feareth God, doth tremble at nothing, and he p feareth 
man ſhall ſone come to diſtruction . I meane not that wee 


ought not at all to feare our ſuperio2s,ſince þ Apoltle Peter 
ſayth: Seruants be ſubtec vnto your maſters with all fear. 


But my meaning is, that they are not to be dzeaded as me, 
but as the Tlicars 4 miniſters of God, leaſt thꝛougb the fear 
of them we offend God by any meanes. Now pꝛay vnto the 


moſt merciful God hartily,+ inceſſantip foz grace, to obtaw 
the perfection in this article here diſcribed. 


How ſundtie men, vpon ſundrie cauſes and mo- < 
tyucs,doc eſchue ſinncs. 


AMrt . 


A Urthermoze there are ſome which are with» 
=| {SLY d2awne from vices with onely ſeruile feare. 
„That is with the dꝛead of puniſhments and 

in not with an affection to felicitie, noz with 
the verte ſincere lone cf God, Theſe mcen(as 
— long as they continue ſuche) are not accep⸗ 
table to Ood, yet ſuch kynd of feare is not altogither vapzo- 
fitable,in as much as it withdꝛaweth from fin. There is no- 
thing that is done as it ought to bee, oz acceptable 4 plea⸗ 
ſing of God, vnleſſe that pzoceed of the charitie of God, and 
be done by the loue of rightuouſneſſe. As Auguſtine in the 
xxi.bke De ciuitate dei : bices (ſayeth h) are ouercome by a 
labourſome difficultie. Neither it is poſſible to doe that tru- 
ly oz ſincerely, but onely thzongh a delight in true rightu⸗ 
auſueſſe. But they which doe ſeemne(by the meanes befo2e 
rehear⸗ 


* 
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rchearſed)to decline from euill, and to do ſome god things, 
are euill and vnfaithfull ſeruants, bicauſe there remayneth 
in them an affect to ſin, and a well lyking vnto things that 
are euil , Dfſuch kynde of ſeruantes our ſauioꝛ ſayeth to 


his Apoſtles: J will not now call you ſeruantes:foꝛ the ler- 
uaunt knoweth not what the maſter doeth . And agapne: loba.s. 


ſome doe eſchue ſinnes in hope of remarde, and dere of 
cuerlaſting felicitie. In theſe men the loue of God is not 
perfect and altogither ſincere without diſſunulation, bicauſe 
they are bended backe wardes towardes them ſelues, be⸗ 
holding and thinking vpon their owne commoditie, and oc⸗ 
cupic themſelues moſt in thinking ol their hyer t reward. 
But if {ach do moze regard + affect their owne commoditie 
then the honoꝛ of God: Jf they be moꝛe induced by þ affectis 
of pꝛiuate loue, iht by the motiõ of diuine charitie, vnto þ do⸗ 
ing of god woꝛ ks, the they deſerue nothing, are rightty na- 
med mercenary me. Qeuertheleſle it is lawful to ſerue god. 
by p beholding þ reward, t by p affectio to heaut ly felicitie. 
So as 5ᷣ̊ honoꝛ of God be pꝛeferred befoꝛe a mans 6wne re 
ward, e that þ verie reward ot bleſſednes which is deſtred, 
be oꝛdꝛed t dipoſed to p hono2 & gloꝛie of God. The which 
who ſs doth, he ſhal not onely not be a mercenarie, but far⸗ 
thermoꝛe a friend: bicauſe he loueth God x rightuouſneſſe 
aboue all things, Whereas they which are not pet perfect, 
are accompted to haue a beginning fzare 02 mired d2ead:bi- 
cauſe they withdꝛaw themſelues from uuns, f do alſo apply 
them ſelues to vertues,partly by the feare of p puniſhmets- 
of hell, o: theſe tempozall + pꝛeſent paynes, and partly by 
the hope of heauenly re wardes. Notwithſtanding þ louc of 
Cod in them) doeth ouer wey pꝛiuate four, ⁊ they deſire the 
honoꝛ and glo2te of God beth firſtly, and finally, And theres 
fo:e they are in the fate of health and grace Furthermoꝛe 
there are others which wdzaw thiſelues r depart frõ ſins,# 
do god, by p onely loue of the diuine godhead, t the true and 
ſincere peale of his honoz, being conuertcd feruently with 
their whole mynde vnto God, And ſuche deſire oz couette 


Þ.y. nething 
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nothing els(at all) but that God being gloꝛious x holy, ſhuld 

be in all things honoꝛed £4 loned,and doe neuer think ppon 

the reward, noꝛ haue reſpec ther vnto. Which bow not back 

toward themſelues, but rather doe altogither dye vnto th#- 

ſelues, ta the end they may moſt purely liue vnto God , As 

l the Apoſtle witnefſeth ſaying:J line not now, but Chꝛiſt li⸗ 

ueth in me. Further moꝛe if theſe men do at any time think 

vpon their reward and deſtre it, that ſhall not pꝛoceed of in- 

oꝛdinate backe bending towards themſelues, but by a chart- 

table relation vnto God, bitauſe it is gods wil t pleaſure 

that they ſhuld deſire eternall felicitie, as men confirmed in 

gednes,4 happely inioping God: that they ſhould moſt per⸗ 

| fecly apply their whole mynd vnto his honoz,lone 4 pꝛaiſes. 
| And ſo the loue of the reward ſhal not repugne the perfeci- 
. on of charitic.Zheſe are the friends t ſonnes of God, whoſe 
| minds are couerted into the moſt pure affecs of dinine cha- 
ritie, and the zeale of rightuouſnes. And theſe men do in all 

b places at all times behaue themſelues vertuouſiy:bicauſe 
Y the reaſon of wel doing, is vnifozme,pure,e able in them, 
euen as God him ſelf, being the perfect loue,the zeale of ve- 

| rie rightuouſneſſe, the p2eſence of the diuinitie, the love of 
9 purenes, the mightie affection ot diuine honoꝛ, the wel plea⸗ 
4 ung ot cod 4 honeſt things, ⁊ of all vertues. Now then my 


if welbeloued bother) flye from vice and exerciſe gotnes,ra- 
| ther by the moſt pure lone of god, p zeale of equitie,+ aﬀFectt- 
f on to purenes, then either by feare of paynes, oz reſpcce et 


4 rewards. And if thou haue not yet attayned 5 perfecio,p;ay 
j unto god therfoze,x in p mean while flie from ſins.Af þ lea 
| by fear of eternal dapnattid, 2 5 loue of þ heaufly blellednes. 


That we are not able in this life fully to comprehend 
the enormitic of ſinne. 


Art 17 » 


Auguſtine ſpeaketh in the rrj. bake dc ciultate dei, the 


payne t eternal puniſhmet which ts apointed foꝛ tem- 
pozal ſins, doth therfoze ſeme hard i vniuſt viito mans 
(ences, 
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ſonces, bitauſe in this lyfe we lacke that ſence and vnder⸗ 
ſtanding of the higheſt and pureſt wiſedome, by the which 
it might be perteiued how much wickedneffe is committed 
in pꝛeuaritatib x diſſembling with Cod, Foz we haue alrea⸗ 
die manifoldly ſhewed p the cnozmitie of in is fo much the 
greater, as the godneſſe of God is greater, befoꝛe the which 
the fraple godneſſe is by ſin pꝛeferred. And lyke wiſe Þ the 
higher Gods maieſtie 4 authozitie are, which by fin are dic⸗ 
honoured, yea how much the greater gods holines g cquitie 
be, which do abhoꝛre p filthineſſe of ſin. And again þ greater 
that gods charitie be towards vs, the moze t better g his 
benifits be, which he hath beſtowed vpd vs. And bieauſe we 
are not able to compꝛehend in theſe fleſhlp ſences t natural 
mynde,the vnmeaſurableneſſe of the diupne bountie,p vn⸗ 
diſcribabe highneſſe of the diuine matcſtie, the moſt clcare 
infinitencs of the diuine holines x equitie,x the greatnes of 
the diuine loue,4 of his benifits towards vs,nay rather that 
we are not able with a cleere eye to behold them: I do ther⸗ 
foze ccrtayniy beleue that we can not fully know þ exoz- 
mitie of fin whileſt we are in this eſtate. Here vpõ the per⸗ 
fect 4 holy men, moe ſiacerely 4 loftily v they did behold 
God in this world, 2 did in their myndes (being lightened 
t anointe2 fro aboue)the mo2e diligftly mark tholc things 
wherby the enozmite is agrenated g the better percetaed 
(wherof 3 haue alreadie handled many) ſo much the mo2e 
they diſpiſed, humbled,+x cozrected themſelues, pea 4 did moſk 
vehemently ponder, be waple, z chaſtiſe the leaſt fixes. To 
tonclude:one fin is aggreuated by another, Since therefoze, 
the fins of our affections, ſpeches,things committed 4 omit- 
ted, be ſo many that they exceed 4 t ſcape the knowledge and 
nombzing of our thoughts « mindes:it is certayn Þ we can 
not vnderſtande the enozmitie of our vices, but by a verte 


ſingular grace from God. And therefoze it is w2itten:who Palm 1, 


vnderſtandeth his faults: purge me O loꝛd from my hidden 
falts:x from offences bnknown ſpare thy ſeruart Here vp- 
on in all reſpees we ought(by right)patiently + W all glad⸗ 
niefſe to ſuſtein all aduerſities whatſoeuer happ? vnto vs, 


VÞ.i. ſo2 


ö 
1 
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not remember all 9 rightuouſnes which he hath don. Ther⸗ 
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foz our ſo hidde lurking many # great offences. But bicauſe 
we do not ponder no: conſider the enoꝛmitie of our ſins, bi⸗ 
cauſe we do not humble our hartes low inough befoze God, 
bicauſe in aduerſities we doe not atue thankes vnto God, 
which loucth vs,rebuketh vs, t chaſtizeth vs: but being o⸗ 
ucrcome with impatience, we fall into diſoꝛdinat ſozow and 
baſeneſſe of courage. Yea further bicauſe the other things a 
little befoze rehearſed, which do aggregate fin as we! on the 
be half of the ſinner, & of the obtect oꝛ matter whereaboutes 
the ſin is committed, as alſo by means of the endes cirtũ⸗ 
ſtances are ſo many & fo great in perticularitie, that none of 
vs can diſtinctly know them all:Thertoze we are not able 
fullp to vnderſtãd the greuouſnes of onr ſins, But we ought 
infinitly to humble our ſelues, ⁊ hartely to call upon the di⸗ 
upne clemencie, and onely to bꝛeath to, oꝛ take comfo2te in 
the mercies of Cod , And to ſay with the true penitent ſin⸗ 
ner: myne iniquities haue oner taken me, ⁊ J had no power 
to ſee them. And againe:our intguities are multiplyed ouer 
our heads. And in another place:our fins are growne vp to 
beauen, Laſt of all:though we can not fully con pꝛehend the 
hugeneſſe eno2mitie of our toickedneſſe,Yet by that mot 
bitter, eternal, infernal payne which the iuſt God appoyn⸗ 
teth fo2 our ſins, it appeareth doubtleſſe Þ they are truly ſo 
incompꝛehenũble, great t eno2me: which God doth pet ne⸗ 
verthclefſe euen in hell, mingle mercy with his iuſtice, in 
that he puniſheth leſſe the we woꝛt hily deſerue. And pet the 
eno2mittie of any moztall ſin howe little ſo euer it be is ſo 
great Þ there is no creature in the whole wozld ſo welbelo⸗ 
ued of Ood, but he would hate him #4 dampne him (foꝛ euer) 
foz one of theſe greeuous ſins, ił he finde it in him finally, 
at his ending. Nea 4 ſo great is the enoꝛmitie of ſin that it 
maketh the ſinner ſo diſpleaſing vnto God as he him ſelfe 
doth not remember,any. god thing which the ſinner did be⸗ 
foze.As our Loꝛd x iudge did fteſtifie by Ezechiel ſaying: if 
the iuſt man do turn away him ſelf,+ wozk iniquitie, J wil 


loꝛe 


T he shame of inne. 


foze he that ſtande th, let him take heed Þ he kal no: no man 


is ſure, And in the Pꝛouerbs it is ſaid:bleſſe d is i man which or. 0, 
is al wapes fearfull. And further moze howe great the enoz⸗ Prov. s. 


mitie of ſin is, it may herehp be marked, that no creature 
was fit to make ſatiſfaction foz the fin and tranſgreſſion of 
mankinde, and to take away the ſame, but it became the ve⸗ 
rie onely begotten of God, yea and it beheued by a certaine 
meane) the true t vnmealurable Ood, to be incarnate, and to 
ſuffer and dye, fo2 the redemption of men krom the gylt of 
fin, It thou mark theſe things rightly(mp welbeldued)thou 
halt abho:re fins,thou ſhalt bewayle thein, and üpe from 
them. And ſhalt warely behaue thy leit befozc the pꝛelence 
at the diuyne maicſtie. 


Of the ſundrie effectes and hartcs that 
come by ſinne, 


Art. 18. 


„ Ontrarie cauſes are attuſtomed to haue cõ⸗ 
(> 875 trarie effects. But ſinnes and their ritious 


qualities, are contrarie to vertues and their 
actions. Then as grace docth make — 9 1 
a? pertea, ſo ſin doth infect it,burte it, 4 imbale 
ONES if, And as vertnes and the giktes of the hoy 
ly ghoſt, doe make the ſtrengthes and koꝛttg ot the ſoule to 
be readie, prompt, and eaſily inclined to well dopng, yea 
and (by meane and working ok the holy ghoſt verie wel and 
readie nimble therevnto: So ſinne and vitions qualities, 
doe fozcfiow the foztces befoze named, dꝛawethẽ backward 
from godnes, make them weak 4 taready to do wel, pꝛont 
and pꝛonipt to euli, pea they make them catily inclined to a 
diuilich inſtina, ard follow the violent ſway and fo2ce of 
affections. Bere vpon Yugo in his boke of the Arck of Noe 
ſapeth: what temptation fo enevvocth aſſaple a ſoule fo2- 
ſaken, and abandoned of dtupne ſuccour, it oucrth2oweth it. 
And Beda witneſſeth; that a Lore fallne into ſinne, 
iin is 


4 


The shame of /inne. 


is diſpopled of the free grace of God, and wounded in dys 
owne naturall foꝛces. 

Therfo:e to the ende that we may ozderly p2oceede, we 
mull firſt ſay that finne doeth diſpoyle the mynde of the free 
giftes of grace,of charitie poured vpon vs, t of all the other 
vertues which pꝛoctrd of the giftes of the holy ghoſt, which 
make vs acceptable vnto God, 

2 ' Secenvarily,it vlotteth : vefileth the ſoule, which blot- 
ting doth accempanie the ſpoyle of thoſe free giftes, and is 
the loſſe of the ſpirituall beautie and comelineſſe. Fo2 euen 
as in co2pozall matters, a blot oz ſpot is the loſſe of pꝛoper 
beautie t comelineſle, by the getting of any foule thing: So 
in ſpiritual things, a blot is ſet foꝛ þ loſſe of ſpiritual tome- 
lineſſe. Now the ſoule hath two kindes of comelineſſe:p one 
is of the natural light oz reaſon :; that other is of p diupne 
lightning by grace, Furthermoꝛe if the ſoule cleaue faſte to 

| theſe baſe earthly and carnal things, it doeth woꝛke altogi⸗ 
1 ther againſt the light of the natural reaſon,and the grace of 
i the diuine beantifping.And ſo the ſpiritual comelineſſe - 
| touching the natural light) is diminiſhed x darkne debut (as 


ö ? touching the light of grace)it is altogither taken away, 
1 Lhirdly,finne byndeth vnto perpetuall payne, As Jude 
| in his canonicall Epiſtle ſayth of the wicked: that a depth of 


| Apec.i4. darkenes is reſerued fo; them foꝛ euer. And it is red in the 
| Apocalips alſo:the wicked and vngodly man ſhall be tozinf- 
ted with fyꝛe t bzimſtone, and the ſmoke of his tozmentes 

* ſhal goe vp fo2 euer and euer. 
Fourthly, finne deeth make the conſcience it ſelfe bitter 
and vnpleaſaunt. Foz as that wiſe man lefte in wziting: a 
tronbled conſcience doth pzeſume hozrible things. Where- 
dpon one of Jobes friends doth affirme ſapying: The ſound 
of terro is euer in the eares of the wicked. Therefoze Jes 
remie ſpeaketh ſaying : it is bitter and vnpleaſant foz thes 
to haue left the Lozd thy God, Fo2 ſin doth ingender a p2v 
uie gnawing in thy conſcience, wht remozſe of þ ſame vex- 
eth an euil mi ſaying:here ſpiritual gladnes, inward pears, 


and ozderly mirth q tollitie haue no place in þ wicked men. 
Fiftly, 


The ſhame ol ſinne. 


Niktiy, ſinne doth harden 4 indurate the minde, ſo that it 
is not able to reteiue compunction and grace . Neither doth 
the wozd of god enter into the ſecret partes thereof. But 
doth reſiſt gad t holeſome things: vnleſſe god geueth p moft 
meeke t clement helpe of his almighty grace. And ſo molify 


p hart. Andtherfoze Dalomð in his boke of pzouerbs doth Pro t. 


aftirme:the wicked(fayth he)whe he cometh into p depthes 
of ſinne, doth not regard it. And in Eſay, god ſapth to him 
that is filled with vice and enill quallities : J knowe that 
thou art hard harted . And thy necke is lyke vnto a Heels 
bowe . And thy foꝛehead is of bzafſe , Theſe that are thus 
indurate doe not bluſhe at their euill derdes, but rather 
rctovce when they haue done euil and triumph in moſt wics 
ked thinges , Wherevpon Jeremy doth witnefſe of ſuche 
ſaying: Thou haſt a face lpke the fezchead of an harlott: ſo 
that thou wouldeſt not bluſhe . Foz the longer, mo2e gree- 
uouſty, oꝛ oftener, that a man ſinneth, the moze his reaſon 
«e vnderſtading is blinded. And p moze Þ his reaſs is blinded, 
ſo m ch ß moze he erreth t goeth aſtray, Taking euil things 
koʒ god things, falſe foz true Hurtfull vapne & vyle things, 
fo: helchfull, certayne and pꝛecious thinges. 

Dirtly, finne maketh him that ſinneth inſenſible as fon- 
ching thoſe thinges that are foz his health and ſaluation. 
Therefoꝛe the woꝛdes of God doe not (&me ſauozy vnto 
him. Neither doth he perceane his owne peril. Here vpon 


might heare . Foz it is wzitten in the Ades: Such men 
barken with an euill will, e doe ſhutt their eyes leaſt they 
Gould be conuerted and lpue, | 

Scuentbty, ſinne kylleth the ſowle, bicauſe it taketh $ 
we of grace from it, and doth dep2yne it of the true tyfe 
which is Chꝛiſt. And the finner is thereby lyke a ſtynking 
rotten, and moſt filthy carcaſſe in godes ſight , Bere vpon 
we reade in the Apocalips , Thou haſt a name to lyue, but 
thon art dead. Fo; A finde 52 wozkes full 1 

v. da 


Moyſes ſayth to ſome in Deuter. Cod hath not geuen you pcut. 25. 
(ſaith he )a hart of vnderſtading, and eyes that ſ&,02 eares Þ Aal A1. 


* oi ww 
— 
* 


The ham e of ſinne. 


Loꝛde my God, Synne doth alſo( actoꝛding to Auguſtine — 
an hillate and bzinge to nothing , Bicauſe ſinne it ſc 
nothinge, and all men by finning come to nothinge . 
leeſinge the efſentiall beinge (not af nature) but of 
| grace , 
. Eyghtly, one ſinne doth dꝛawe and diſpoſe a man vnto as 
nother. So the ſinne which foloweth doth become bothe a 
ſinne and the payne of a ſinne , Foz of it ſclfe it is a ſinne, 
And by reſpect of the ſinne which went befo2e it, it is alſo 
; the peyne of a ſinne, Bicauſe the ſinner by the deſartes of 
ö the fozmer ſinne doth iuſtly deſerue to he fo faken of God: 
And ſo falleth into ſundꝛye vices . Wherevpon accoꝛding 
to Gregozy: A nne which is not waſhed away by a rep?- 
taunce, doth by and by dꝛawe one to another ſinne by his 
owne weight, and fwaye, 
Ninthly, ſinne Both make ſach vertuous derdes which 
were done befoze to be vafruitfull t dothe exclude man fr6 
the gloꝛie of the heaut ly kingedõe . As it is w2itten :Let þ 
wicked be taken away leaſt he ſhould ſe the gloꝛie of God, 
0 Tenthlp, ot᷑ a member of Chꝛiſt, it maketh one a member 
of the Deuill. Foz as by faith we are incoꝛpoꝛate in 
Ch itt, ſo by deadly ſtnne,(lefing fayth,we are 1nco2pozate 
in the Deuill, who is the head and Peince of the vn- 
muſt, 
1 Elenenthly, it makcth man ( who ought to be the Tem- 
1 pie of God to be lpke virto hell. Foꝛ as in hell ther are fier, 
s cold, ſtyncke, darkeneſſe, — confirfion, thyꝛſt, and 
f batcfulneC2, of all that 3 nov and honcf : Do in a ſinner 
| there are, the fp2c of anger, mipacience,and couetouſnnſſe, 
the cold of enuie,the ſtynche of lecherie and ryot, d woʒzme 
j of contiente, the thꝛyſt of concupiſcence, the diſoꝛder and 
p peuychneſſe of mynde, and the lathcſo:ne deteſting and has 
ting of vertues. 
14 Ewelfely, inne maketh a man vnſtable. Foz the finner 
is ouerthꝛowne, toſled, and car ped about with euery wenes 


of — ald vicos. 2 


T he ſhame of ſinns. 


As it is w2ytten , the wicked ſhall walke aboute: foꝛ they are r . 1» - 
as the duſt which the wynde d2tucth from the face of the earth: 
bicauſe their harts are not made faſte vnto the higheſt, vnchan⸗ 
geable, onelp true and moſt perfect godneſſe. Wtherefoze they 
wander in thinges created, and are deuided in mynde, and are 
molt vno2dinately affected. Wherevpon Jeremy ſpeaketh ſay⸗ 
ing: Jeruſalem hath committed ſynne, and therefoꝛe it is be⸗ 
come vnſtedfaſt. Further moꝛe euen as the bayte vpon the hoae 
doth beguile the fiſhe, So doth ſynne beguyle the ſynner . Bi⸗ 
canſc whiles he doth vapnely and wickedly delight therein, It 
bꝛingeth him to euer laſting ſazrowe . Yerevpon Auguſl ine in 
his. riit. bake De ciuitate dei doeth afſixime ſaxing. Ale may 
well lay that all ſpnne is alye. Foꝛ we do not ſynne /ſayth he 
but of a deſver that god may come to vs. And pet of all ſynne 
euell commeth to vs. Againe, ſynne doeth make the ſynner 
lyke vnto 2 Derpeut, which goeth vppon his beſt, and eateth 
the earth. 
Euen ſo ſinners doe cleaue faſt vnto ſinne, and doe ſtriue to 
fill and glutt themſelues therewith. Sinne doth alſo ſhewe 
9 the ſinner is a fole , Bicauſe by ſinning euery man doth 
moꝛe and moꝛe, ouertharge, grieue, and opp2eſſe,himſelfe, 
Ve gathereth and lapeth vpon his owne ſhoulders the ſticks 
wherewith he kendeleth the fyer that burneth him in hell. 
Pea he ſerueth him which requpꝛeth 4 ſeketh nothing but 
his eternal! dampnation, and will ſo much the moꝛe, to2- 
ment han, the greater ſeruite that he hath done him. Furs 
thermo2e ſinne doth take away true libertie , And maketh 
thereof molt iniſerable bondage. Bicauſe (as our Sauiour 
witneſſeth by the Euangeliſt) Euerp man that ſinneth is 
the ſeruant of ſinne , Therefoze Auguſtine in his fourth 
bake De ciuitate dei» DDoth confefſe that the godman, al- 
though her ſerue, is yet a free man. But the wicked 
( ſayth hee) yca, although her reigne, is yet the ſeruant of 
as many maiſters as he hath vices. , Andagaine in the 
fourth boke he ſaith that the will of man is then truely in 
freedome, when it is not in bondage to byce oz ſinnes. 
| And 


* 


The ham e of ſinne. 


Lo2de my God, Synne doth alſo( accozding to Auguſtine )in 
an hillate and bꝛinge to nothing. Bicauſe ſinne rt ſclfe is 
nothinge, and all men by finning come to nothinge. — 
leeſinge the ellentiall beinge (not af nature) but of 
grace , 
a Eyghtly, one ſinne doth dꝛawe and diſpoſe a man vnto as 
nother. So the ſinne which foloweth doth become bothe a 
ſinne and the payne of a finne , Foz of it ſclfe it is a ſinne. 
And by reſpec of the ſinne which went befo2e it, it is alſo 
the peyne of a ſinne. Bicauſe the ſinner by the deſartes of 
| the fozmer ſinne doth iuſtly deſerue to he fog faken of God: 
And ſo falleth into ſundꝛye vices . Wherevpon acco2ding 
to Oregoʒy: A nne which is not walhed away by a rep#- 
taunce, doth by and by dzawe one to another ſinne by his 
8. owne weight, and fwaye, 
Ninthly, ſinne doth make ſach vertuous derdes which 
0 were done befoze to be vnfruit full  dothe exclude man fro 
| the gloꝛie of the heauily kingedbe . As it is w2itten :Let þ 
j wicked be taken away leaſt he ſhould ſe the glozte of God, 
0 Tenthlp, ot a member of Chꝛiſt, it maketh one a member 
of the Deutll , Foz as by faith we are inco2po2ate in 
Chꝛ itt, ſo by deadly ſtnne,(lefing fayth,we arc tnco2pozate 
— the Deuill, who 1s the head and Peince of the vn⸗ 
* Elenenthly, it maketh man ( who ought to be the Tem⸗ 
pie of Cod )to be lyke virto hell. Foꝛ as iti hell ther are fier, 
| cold, Eyncke, darkeneſſe, Voꝛmes, confirfion, thyaſt, and 
| tefulneſſe, of all that is nov and hone : Do in a ſinner 
there are, the kyꝛe of anger, inipatience, and touetouſnnſſe, 
the cold of enuie,the Epnche of lecherie and ryot, o wozme 
| of contiente, the thꝛyſt of concupiſcence, the diſoꝛder and 
6 peupchneſſe of mynde, and the latheſoꝛne deteſting and has 
ting of bertucs, 
12 Ewelfely, inne maketh a man vnſtable. Foz the finner 
is ouerthꝛowne, toſled, and car ped about with euery WInds: 


of MEI arm vices. 


— 
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T he ſhame of ſinns. | 


As it is wꝛytten, the wicked ſhall walke aboute: foꝛ they are . 1» 
as the duſt which the wynde dziueth from the face of the carth; // 
bicauſe their harts are not made faſte vnto the higheſt, unchan⸗ 
geable, onely true and moſt perfect godneſſe. Wtherefoze they 
wander in thinges created, and are deuided in mynde, and are 
molt vnoꝛdinately affected. Wherevpon Jeremy ſpeaketh ſay⸗ 
ing: Jeruſalem hath coommtted (pune , and therefoꝛe it is be 
come vnſtedfaſt. Furthermoꝛe euen as the bayte vpon the hoe 
doth beguile the fiſhe, So doth ſpnne beguvle the ſyrmer . Bi⸗ 
cauſe whiles he doth vaynely and wickedly delight therein, It 
bꝛingeth hun to euerlaſting ſazrowe . Merevpon Auguſluue in 
his. rim, bake De ciuitate dei doeth afſizme ſaying , le may 
well ſay that all ſpnne is a lye Foꝛ we do not ſynne /ſapth he 
but of a deſver that god map come to vs. And pet of all ſynne 
cuell commeth to vs . Againe, ſynne doeth make the ſynner 
lpke vnta a Derpcut, which goeth vppon his bꝛeſt, and eateth 
the earth. 

Euen ſo ſinners doe cleaue faſt vnto inne, and doe ſtrine to 
fill and glutt themſelues therewith , Sinne doth alſo ſhewe 
p the ſinner is a fole , Bicauſe by ſinning euery man doth 
moꝛe and moꝛe, ouercharge, grieue, and oppzeſſe,himſelfe, 
Me gathereth and lapeth vpon his owne ſhoulders the ſticks 
where with he kendeleth the yer that burneth him in hell. 
Pea he ſerueth him which requpꝛeth e ſeeketh nothing but 
his etcrnal! dampnation, and will ſo much the moze, toz- 
ment hin, the greater ſeruite that he hath done him. Furs 
thermo2e ſinne doth take away true libertie. And maketh 
thereof moſt miſerable bondage. Bicauſe (as our Sauiour 
witneſſeth by the Cuangeliſt ) Euerp man that ſinneth is 
the ſeruant of ſinne. Therefoze Auguſtine in his fourth 
boke De ciuitate dei Doth tonfeſſe that the godman, al⸗ 


though hee ſerue, is pet a free man But the wicked 

( ſayth her) yca, although her reigne, is yet the ſeruant of 

as many matters as he hath vices , And againe in the 

fourth boke her ſaith that the will of man is then truely in 

freedome, when it is not in bondage to byce oz ſinnes. 
| And 


ro. 


Rom. 6. 


T he lame of ſenne. 


And Salo mũ in the boke of his Pꝛouerbes pꝛoteſteth: That 
righteouſneſſe doth rayſe vp and enoble the people. But 
ſinne( ſayth he) doth make people miſerable , F02 if paine 
make a man miſcrable, andy fault much moze miſerable, 
then ſhall it ſo much the mo2e in all reſpectes make him 
miſcrable, as the fault is, moꝛe deteſtable then the payne 
is. Wherevpon Angultine in the ri. boke dc Triaitie ſayth; 
To will oz deſtere (ſayth he )that which is not decent, is a 
moſt miſerable thing . And agapne ſayth he, euery man is 
mad: mſerable by onely euill deſter. But moze miſera⸗ 
ble by power thereof . Foz thereby the deſlers of an euill 
thought are fulfilled , And bicauſe the ſinner doth cleane $ 
fticke faſt vnto vayne thinges, therefoze inne dothe finally 
leaue him (which inneth ) vayne and voyde of all thinges. 
As the Appoſtle ſapth to the Romanes What fruite had 
you then (that is to ſay in ſinne when you ſinned) in thoſe 
thinges where at you now doe bluſhe, Foz the ende thereof 
is death. Furthermoze ſinne doth chefcly greue the ſinner, 
at the tyme of his death. Fo2 it maketh him (o2owfull fo 
the leffe of the tempoꝛall thinges (that is to ſap : The de⸗ 
lightes, ritches, and honoꝛs cf this woꝛlde which he loued, 
It maketh him alſo to feare the ſtreight tudgement of Cod. 
The infernall punyſhementes of the ſperdy compng of the 
Diuills. Who then doe cheifely inden our to dꝛawe p finner 
into deſperation and many other euills. And then the wic⸗ 
ked is ſoꝛolofull that he hath loſt and ſpent his tyme ſo vict« 
ouſly x vnfcuitfally, Here withall after death, ſinnes doe vn⸗ 
ſpeackeably greue the vniuſt. Bicauſe they ſhewe » they 
are befo2e the tuſt judgement of God moſt wo2thy of euer⸗ 
laſting payne and confuſton , And then they moꝛne to hers 
that terryble wozd : Goe yon accurſed into euerlaſting ficr. 
And doe vnrepay;cably hold them as turned awaye from 
the high godaefſe w fountayne of true felycitie , And laſtly: 
As finnes are hurtfull to them that are in inne themſclues, 
euen ſo then greeue thoſe which by repentannce dos with 
dꝛawe themſelues from ſinnes. 4 
* 


— 


T he ſhame of ſinne. 


Firſt, bicauſe it neuer reconereth the nlozye of the firſt 
innocfce . As a mayde once deflowered can neuer be a vir- 
gyne againe. 

Dccondarily, bicauſe it bzyngeth vs to payne and penal- 
tie. 

Thy2dly, bicariſe it kepeth man back from gloꝛy. Foz the 
penytent ſhall not enter vntill, though Ch2iff his merites 

and mercy, he be reſtozed to the pureneſſe which he had in 
baptiſme , 

Fourthly, bicauſe he ſhall neuer reconer the tyme paſt, + 
loſt, þ which he might haue gayned with reward. Pea and 
it happeneth often tymes that the ſinner being penitet doth 
vet hy the dꝛeggs and reliques of his old accuſtomed finnes) 
become moze cold in his affections, moze ready to the lothe⸗ 
ſomeneſſe of god thinges, darker in his vnderſtandinge, 
weaker to doe well, and much moze frayle and feeble to re⸗ 
ſiſt the euill. And therefoze Auguſtyne in his eleuenth boke 
de ciuitate dei dath ſay: Dur mynde( ſapth he) in the which 
reaſon and vnderſtanding naturally haue reſidence, doth 
become vnable and weake (by certein cold and darkeſome 
vices ) not onely to cleane to the fruicion of God but alſo 
to beare and abyde that vnchangable light , Untfill ſuche 
tyme that beinge from day to day healed and renewed, it 
maye be made capable of ſuch great felpcitie. Whereby 
it is manifeſt how folpſhely they behaue themſelues which 
fo:eſlowe their conuerſtons and ſape that after a certayne 
tyme they wilbe altogither conuerted pet remapninge the 
meane while in their vices and wickedneſſe. Foz they doe 
not rightly wetghe info how many datingers, perrilles, 1 
hurtes, they kall in the meane tyme. And therefoze ſinne 
both al wapes hurt many men. 

Firſt, him which ſünneth. 

Dccondartly, the neighbours and all the church of god. 
Bicauſe in the meane while the ne ighbour thereby taketh 
offence, and the church it ſelfe, which is an armye fo with- 
tand the Deuill, is (by a certayne kynde cf meane) there» 
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by alſo diminyſhed,and weakened, by him which is wicked⸗ 
ly conuerſant and occupied. | 

Thirdly, it hurteth alſo thoſe that are dampned, Bitauſe 
the moze that diſcend into hell the greater hoꝛroꝛ, howling, 
and toꝛmentes there are. Foz that pꝛouerbe hath there 
no place whiche layth : Solatium eſt miſeto, ſocium habete mi- 
ſeri æ. 

Fourthly it hurteth ( by a cerfayne meanc )the blefſed in 
theit habytations, By meane of ſubtraction . Foz the grea- 
ter and moꝛe copyous that the number of the bleed is, the 
reward accidentall is thereby made the greater, by ths 
happy ſocyety, one of them glozpinge in an others feli⸗ 
citie. a 

And laſtly, the ſinner doth inturre many euills and daun⸗ 
gers, by relapſe into his olde vices , Fo2 his faultes are 
made the greater, and ſo moze hardly to be fozgeuen. As 
Jeremy witneſſeth ſaying: Bow vyle art thou made by re- 
turning vnto thy wayes 2 Foz a wound hurt againe, is the 
hardlyer and mo2e lowly healed , God alſo is made the har- 
der to be pacified . And the Deuill the ſtronger to poſſeſſe, 
as Ch iſt ſayth in the Goſpell : That then goeth the Deuill 
and taketh vnto him ſeauen other ſpꝛytes wozſe then him⸗ 
ſelfe. And going in he dwelleth there. And the ende of that 
man is woꝛſe then the begynning . Alſo finnne ts foꝛtiſted 
to pꝛeuaple befoꝛe the iudgement of reaſon , As Auguſtine 
ſpeaking of him ſelfe doth ſay. Poꝛe p2cuayled the encrea- 
ſing euill then the vncuſtomed gadnefſe , Laftly euen the 
ſinner himſelke becometh moze impotent to ryſe. And thus 
be hold ( my welbeloued )how many and how vnfpeable emll 
thinges a man doth incurre by inning . And fucrly if thou 
dor not amend thy liefe by reading and knowing theſe 
hurts, and daungers whiche come by inne. If thou doe 
not deteſt and abhozre ſinne, if thou doe not walke in pure⸗ 
neſſe of lyfe befoꝛe God, then ſhalt thou ber bnercuſable- 
Iy repꝛoued ot great faultes by thyne owne vertues. And 
ſhait not doe that whiche beecõmeth the naturall godneſſe 
of thrne excelent wytt , Foz it is apparant by theſe things 

bow 
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dow truly Auguſtine ſpaks in his twelfe boke Pe ciultate dd 
ſaying : Synne hurteth nature. And by that meanes it is 
contrary to nature. And yet by that vice nature is apparant 
to be great and lawdable , Fo2 by what meanes ſo euer vyce 
be blamed, by the ſame vndowtedly nature is pzayſed . Fo 
the right blaming of vyce, is bicauſe thercby a lawdable na. 
ture is diſhoncfted , 


Of che infinite mercy of God. 


. 19 


& daue already (ſpoken many fhinges of the en · 
© , 0211ptie, filthpnefſe and impietie of ſinne .And 
u is now thereby made manyfeſt, how vehe⸗ 


| hono2ed by ſinne,and how he hateth and abho2- 
* reth the ſame . Therefoꝛe leaſt any man ſhould 
by conſideration therecf,fall into weakeneſſe of courage, oz 
be bꝛoken with diſperation, oz faynt with ouer much ſozrow, 
oꝛ pyne and wyther away with vndiſcrete curyoſifie, We 
will ſay ſomewhat agayne of the incomp2chenſible and vn⸗ 
meaſurable mercyes of God, And therefoze as the godneſſe 
of God is pure infinite and moſt plentifull, ſo the ſweeteneſſe 
of his liberalitye, and his clemency is altogither vnſpeake⸗ 
able, vnlunytable, and vnexcogatable , Exteding and infimite- 
ly paſſinge, all our mallice, n&de, and miſerie , Pea, moꝛe 
then all the wanes in the Sea paſſe a lyttle dꝛoppe of water, 
oz the great heape of the whole wozld doth paſſe incom- 
parabily the leaſt ſede that is. Let no man thercfoze dil ⸗ 
pare by the eno2mytie of vyces , Foz thereby hee ſhould 
offer an ertreme iniurye to the ditupne mercy , And ſhould 
moſte vehemently diſhonoz the vncreated verytie of the 
bigeſt GOD. As though Gods godncſe and clemency 
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{ which bath pꝛomyſed foꝛgeuenelle and grace vnto all men 

bow full of iniquitie ſocuer they be, it they doe truely repft) 

were lefſe then his wickednefſe, To conclude is not ; mer- 

cy of the glozious God , and he which is onely to be woz- 

ſhipped, molt infinite, who in enery moment doth perceus 

ſv many ſinnes,to be done in this wozlde and ſ&th himlelfe 

to be diſhonozed, difpiſed, and blaſphemed, ſo vnſpeakeably 

of ſo many ſinnes, and pet doth pzcferue them in beinge, 

doth vaceſantly communicate vnto them, the godes of na- 

| ture, cok foztune, doth nowziſhe them, cloth them, & p20- 

uide foz the,yea ſince(accozding to Þ which hath bene ſaid be⸗ 

; fo2e)þ cnozmity of ũnne is ſo incõpꝛehenũble, cuen therin þ 

wonderfull greate, and infinite pytie of God, doth appere 

that he euer will vowcheſafe, to be reconciled oz to behold, 

02 lo receaue into his grace 4 fauour, the man w wheme 

hee were but once offended oz diſpleaſed by ſine : 

And beholde euen thoſe of whome he hath been ſo often times 

offcaded by ſuch greuous ſinnes, by whome he hath ben ſo of- 

ten contempned, ꝛ let behynde earthly thinges in compariſen, 

be doth not onely vouchſafe to receue them vnto foꝛgeuenes, 

' gracr, & fauour, but often tymcs he doth pꝛeuent them in tn- 

> compzchenſible pyctie,anddoeth happely change their hartes 

(by mward compunatcn) vnto ſaluacion: taking from them 

all hardnes of hart. And filling them with fo much grace and 

godneſſe,that the ſame doth now meſt abeunde, where befoꝛe 

unquitie was moſt abundant , And ſo of moſt batcfull enc- 

mies, thep are made molt deare 4x acceptable vnto God t ther- 

foze we mult not exſpay2e ſo any thing. Fo2 aſmuch as God 

by his mercy doeth pactentiy e byde ſinners, dothe gently res 

voke them, doth diſlemble, and dyffer reufge and pmuſhment, 

both deliver then krom many and manyfold daungers, doth 

itbcrally and freely geue them grace:doth multiply that which 

he yath geuen , dothe kepe and pzrſerue that which be hath 

multipiped, and dothe rewarde with heauenly tt inges that 

which he hath kept, and pꝛeſerued To tontlude, God deeth 

wvfully reccug wito reper ane the nner, Which ccfourneth 
mas 
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bnto him, doth mollyfle his hart, doth quyckly fo2gene the 
offence which he comytted , And after foꝛgeueneſſe doth ne- 


uer remember the iniurie. Agayne God of his mercy doth 
ſend vs aduerſities to pꝛoue our patyence withall, he geueth 
vs pꝛoſperytie that he may pꝛouoke vs to lone him. And by 
bis mercy doth bzing agayne vnto himſelfe thoſe that goe 
aſtraie, t doth guyde bnto him ſuch as returne, doth rayſe vp 
them that fall, doth ſtaye and hold vp them that tand, and 
dothe leade vnto glozie all ſuch as doe perſeuer in godly» 
neſſe. Wehold how greate and how verpe vbnſpeakeable, 
mcomp2ehenſible, and vameſurable, the clemencie of our 
God is eſpecpally vpon his cle : And yet let no man fin 
the bolder by this conſideration of the diupne mercpes, pꝛe⸗ 
ſuming maſt foliſhly vpon Gods benignitie. Foz he is ac- 
curſed which finneth thꝛough hope. Foꝛ y better,moze meeke 
and clement that we know God tobe, ſo much the moze 
intentyuely we ought to loue him, not to diſhoner oꝛ diſpyſe 
dun. Whecefoze betwene deſperation and pꝛeſumption, let 
vs obſcrue a ſapientall meane, hoping with feare and fear- 
ing with hope. And fo let vs tontyne wally be carefully and 
fearcfuily conuerſant befoze God, 


Of theſe thinges by conſideration whereof ,ſinnes be 
the more efſectually auoyded , 


Art. 20. 


ere are many and almoſt innumerable thinges 
which cught toenduce vs vnto the auopding and eſ⸗ 
chewing of finnes , Fy2lt the confideration of the 

ſho2tne ſe, vanptie, vnſtableneſſe, and dyſceitfulnefſe 
of this pꝛeſent liefe. Foz what is our lyfe, but a ſmoks 
moſt ſwrfily vapnoching, and amoyſture fading by little and 
littell, fo: onr dapes are lyke a ſhadowe vpon the earth, 
and {f arc peth not at all. How long ſoener our lyfe ſomes 
oz Vs in this wozld, rot in comparpſon of the neuer en⸗ 
| .. ding 
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ding tyef which holy Job ſayth : Spare me O Lo2d foz my 
dayes are nothing. We ſee alſo with our eyes how many and 
how innumerable this pꝛeſent licfe doth deceaue , Which 
being delighted, ouer darkened, and bedec, with the rytches, 
delightes, and honoꝛs of this 1wo2ld doe neglect thoſe things 
which pertayne to their health and ſaluation, doe neuer couet 
92 deſier ſpirituall god thinges. noz doe al wayes and enerig 
day perpare themſelues vnto death. And therefoze euen as 
they lyue ſo doe they make an end. And they doe moſt vnhap⸗ 
pely diſhonoz Cod whiles thep are pet ſound and in health, 
ſo at the tyme of their death they are moſt tuſtly of hun fozſa- 
ken diſpiſed and condempned . Is it not then moze holſome, 
to contempne this liefe foꝛ the loue of that moſt happy and 
eternall lief which is to come? To abiec all the vanity and 
impietie therof and to cleaue moſt faythfully faſt vnto that 
diuyne eternall and vumcaſurable godneſſe 
Behold in this pꝛeſeut and moſt vnſtedfaſt lief, we muſt 

of neceſlilie haue regard either to eternal felycity oꝛ euerlaſ⸗ 
ting dampnation , Chuſe then ( my welbeloned ) that which 
thou perceaueſt to be moſt holeſome fo2 ther. And hate, ef- 
che we, and deteſt, maſt hartety all kynde of finnes, 

Sccondarilp, the diligent conüderation of death doth not 
a liitte pꝛeuaple to make vs eſchewe and avovde finnes, 
which death doth moſt ſwyftly and vnceſſantly app2och . At 
which time the vicyous liefe which now delighteth vs, ſhall 
hatie a molt miſerable end. Fo2 then the per verſe and wic⸗ 
ked, which doe cleaue moꝛc and moze bent to this wozip 
then vnto God ) ſhall ſcene but truce fo2 one Hower , And 
one ly their finnes fall march on with them, 

Thpꝛolp, the confiocrat:s or the higheſt and moſt rigozous 
ſtraiahtneſſe of gods iudgemẽt. As to thinke what a toꝛrp⸗ 
ble thing it ſhalbe Grayghtwates atter drath to be pzcſented 
befoze the trybunall ſeate of Chꝛiſt, to be of him moſt iuſtiy 
iudged to abyde the pꝛonouncynge ol ſentence to be accu- 
ſed of the Deuylls, and of our owne concience, and to be 
ſtene and found vicyous befoze him. Alſe the conſideratt- 


en of the laſt generall iudgement which is to come in the 
end 
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end of the wozld. Which wilbe ſo terryble as no tongue 
is able to concepue the ſame . Thereſoꝛe whoforuer both 
derpely conſtder how miſerable ſozowfal and ho2rible a thing 
it wilbe, then with body and ſoule to goe downe into the 
tnf:rnall pitt, to fall headlong info enertaſtiag fver,being 
ſhutt in the moſt teneb2ous pꝛiſon of hell, there deſperate: 
iy to remayne fo2 euer, to haue the moſt doloꝛous coin 
te and ſocietie of Deuills, and to be there vnceflantly 
To2mented moꝛe then can be told: That man doubtlelle will 
auopde and eſchewe ſinnes , Who ſo euer wil bewayle 
thoſe whiche he hath already commytted , will keepe 
bis hart with fearefull watch, 

Fourthly, the effeduall conſideration of the whole in- 
fernall punpſhement. And therefoze if he which is deligh- 
ted and alured with vanytte of hart oz voluptouſueſſe of the 
fleſhe in this wozld, would rightly wey and conſider vnto 
bow great de ſolacion and eternall payne( yea, the picnte- 
ous fulneſſe of all calamyties and miſeryes)thoſe delightes 
doe leave him, he would vtterly abhozre them and fipe fro 
them , O my molt entierly beloued b2other, would God 
that theſe thynges dyd ſanour and were vnderſtode of 
ther, as if is mecte and right that they ſhould . Foz then 
thou wouldeſt moft readely diſpyſe the wozld . Foz behould 
who would now lye but the ſpace of one houre in a hott 
burnyng furnace, to gapne all the wo2ld thereby: Wrher- 
fo:e then doeſt not thou eſche we daily ſinnes ? Foꝛ the which 
ſo great payne mnſt bee ſuffered, yea much moze greuous 
then any punyſhement which mays bee geuen in this pꝛe⸗ 
ſent liefe. But theſe foule conſiderations whereof J lait 
ſpake which with dzawe vs from ſinne, doe y 
pertapne vnto folyſhe and vnperfect men, Which declyne 
from vyces rather by feare of euill then by lone of —＋ 

Fyftly, then the conſideration of that higheſt and in- 
comp2ehenſible heauenly felycity which God will gene to 
thoſe that foꝛ his lone doe eſchewe and hate ſinnes , is of 
great power to withdzaw vs from ſinne , ®ynce hops 
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* of reward doth diminiſh the foꝛce and ſmart of the ſcourge, 

1 there can be nothing in this woꝛld ſo painful, ſo labourſom, 

| oꝛ ſo hard, but Þ he that doeth rightly and wozthily ponder 

| the inextogitable glo21c of that bleſſedneſſe, would not rea⸗ 
dily and willingly indure. 

. Dirtlp, to the ſame end pꝛeuayleth deuout, truſtie, x often 
pꝛaying. as if a man which thinketh g cofidereth that mw 
out the abundant grace of God, he can not flpe from noz ei 
chuc finnes) doe therefoze neuer ceaſe to pzay hartely vnts 

| God fo2 grace to line vertuouſlp. #02 we muſt (as our ſaui⸗ 
our ſaycth)alwayes p2ay and neuer ceaſe. 

* Seuenthlp, the conſideration of the diupns pꝛeſence is 
fl chiefly auaylable to the eſchuing of ſinnes, by the which god 
. | doeth behold and conſider vs euery where. By which conſi- 
iF deratton there aryſeth in vs a chaſte ſhamefaſfneſſe from do⸗ 
ing of any thing that is diſhoneſt, 

Eightly, the conſideration of his beniſits. 
Furthermoze,it appertayneth vnto the which are perfec, 
ts auopde ſins, chicfly by cõſideration of the diuyne godnes, 


ts befoze whome(in fin)the frayle godneſſe is pꝛeferred. 
15 2 Alſo by conſideration of þ diupne maieſtie, which by dead⸗ 
| ly ſinne is infinitely duſhonozed. 

ua Agayne, by conſideration of the diuyne holineſle and equis 


tie vnta the which inne is infinitly diſpleaung. 
4 And lykewyſe by conſideration of the diupne charitie, by 
the which God did firft louc vs. 
5 _ SBozeouer,bythe verie laue of vertve and purcnefſe, and 
the hoꝛroꝛ of the defazmitic of ſinnt. As a vertuous man did 
affyꝛme ſaying: Although 3 kaew that God would fo2gine 
me,yet would J not ſtnne ſapd her / fog the verte diſo2d2eds 
neſſe thereof, It is alſo wzitten that the gene call remedpes 
agaym lanes arc coumonty theſe. 
Fyaſt patience in ponertie, hat a man may ſuffer nie ds 


1d penurie in all things, quietly and gladly as an Cuibaſs 
ſado2 ſent by God, wbither if be in fod, clothing,o2 other ne- 


"reNaries, Fo2 as þ abſidance of temyazal things, ia the octa⸗ 
ion 
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As of many vyces. So pouertie wdzaweth frem many cnile, 

The ſecond is the diſpiſingof woꝛldly men and their p2at- : 
les, yea though thou be in all things contemned, rep ꝛoued. 
and troubled without cauſe giuen. #02 ſo is the ſwelling of 
p2yde repꝛeſſed, and a ſingular grace obteyned of the Lo2d, 

The thirde, is a ghoſtly magnanimitie a ſtout maſterſhip z 
ouer a mans ſelf, without which a man is oftentimes enfo?- 
ted to cdᷣmit ſuch things as wold els diſpleaſe him to omit 

thoſe things p which hee would willingly doe. It p2evayleth 

much foꝛ weꝛzldlings in all things to fozſake their own wl. 
The fourth is p elopning ofa man from con:fo2t of woꝛld⸗ 4 
ly affayz:s, By which verte often times the quiet and pure⸗ 

neſte cf the ſoule is much h:ndzed, 

The fift, of conference with learned vertuous men and j 
the (allowing of their counſelles, and betweene God and thy 
conſcience to take an account of thy life paſſ*d, doth helpe to 
douercome ſins, and the temptations ofthe dtinl,fo2 ſince the 
diuil is the P2tnce of darkenſle he doth hate e five frem the 
light, oꝛ the reto: dation, oz manifeſtation of his deteiptes, 
and the humble accuſing of a mans own ſell But the foꝛget⸗ 
ting oꝛ keeping ſecrete of his wyles, be loucth exceedingly, 

Here vpon our ſauiour ſayeth: Cuerie man which doth cuil, (obn,;s 
hateth the light: but hee which dealeth truly, commeth to 

the light that his woꝛkes may bee made manifeſt, bycanſe 

they are done in God, But there are (ome which arc verie 
naughtelp dangerous ſhamefalt, hauing no will to call to 
remembꝛance and examyne their owne conſtientes of the 
ſecretes of their thoughts, affections 4 femptations, wherby 

it cõmeth to paſſe Þ being ouercome they fall 3 are folded and 
wꝛapped vp in ſundzic vices, wout purpoſe and intent to bee 
tonuerted vnto God, | 

In lyke maner to flpe idleneſſe, doeth pꝛeuaple muche in 6 
the auoyding of ſin. F02 idleneſſe b;edeth vice s, and therfeze 
one fruitfull occupation mult al wayes be taken in hand. 7 

Furthermoze, J iudge that nothing is moꝛc effectuall to 
the eſchning and auoyding of all 3 fo the reſiſting of 

1. 5 


che 
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the diuill,to the pzofiting in all charitie vertue and grace, 
to the applying of holy woꝛke s, and to the earneſt ſubmiſſi⸗ 
on of a compunq, mecke, a holy mynde bnto Cod, then the 
inward, krequent, and diligent mevitattd of our Lozds pal- 
lion, #02 when we ſe how much God loued vs,howe great 
patience, meckeneſſe, and humilitie Chꝛiſt did ſhew +4 teach 
in his paſſion: and how being ftretched vpon the Crolſſe, hee 
ayed foz them that killed him, by weying and derpely con- 
ade ring of all which things we ſhal thzow fr6 vs, all pꝛide, 
w2ath,impaticnee, carnallitie, boluptuouſneſſe and enupe. 
. Studying to get charitie, meekneſle, patience, t repentance, 
F Echolde now(my welbeloned)let the pꝛouident conſtderaty 
n on of all theſe things befo2e diſcribed, which may make thes 
eſchue thoſe things which diſpleaſe God, & chiefly arc hurt- 
full vnto thy ſelfe (that is to ſay ſinnes) let it alwapes (J 
ſay) leade ther and guyde the, that with a clenſrd thought 
thou mapeſt euermoꝛe increaſe in charitie, in diupne grace, 
and in all the giftes of the holy gholt, 


n 
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Flow a man ought to behaue himſelfe heere im 


carth, which defireth to attayne ynte 
perfection of life, 


AMY a7 « 


Hoſoeuer deſtreth fo apply his mynde bnto the ob- 


tayning of inwarde pureneſſe and holineſſe, and 
to attapne to true perfection of Iyfe here on earth. 


Ought firſt of all to found him ſelf and his con⸗ 
| aerſation vpon true humilitie and the fear of God, Foz god 
i doeth reſiſt the pꝛoude: but vnto them that are humble, bee 
7 f. Pet. 3. giueth ſo muche the fuller grace, as they haue the greater 


2 depth of humilitie. And agayn he ſayth : if thou doe not hold 

+647 thy ſelfinftantly in the fear of God, thy houſe Mal be quick- 
ly ſubuerted and ouerthzowne. 

2 Secondarilp, he ought(ſo farre fourth as God lull 2 


The abame of /tnne. 


the meaſure of his grace, and as in him lyeth)to flye and abs 

hozre all inne. Fozaſmuch as ſinnes doc (in ſuch maner as 

is befoze rehearſed)hinder the increaſe of grace, the feruft- 

neſſe of charitie, and the cleanneſſe of holy lyfe, 

Thirdlp, he ought verie often tymes and moſt diligently 

tuerie dap and night to conſider his lyfe, to lament his of- 
fences, and the bꝛeach of the pꝛeteptes diuyne, and ſharpely 

to judge oucr him ſclfe in all things: to humble and diſpyſe 

him ſelfe. But as fo other mens derdes hee ought not turi⸗ 

ouſly to marke oz tudge them. 

Fourthlp, in all things that he doeth, he ought to haue a 7 

circumſpect eye: and actually to take have, and to haue care 

that he offende not God by any meanes. Foz ſince there is 

no difference(as Saint Thomas affy2meth) in the vndiuy- 

dable actions of men, ſo that euerie action of man pꝛocteding 

from deliberation of reaſon, epther p2ofiteth.c2 anopeth: it 

is certayne that vnleſſc a man (in all things that he doeth) 

doe circumſpectly behaue him ſclfe in everte poynt, he ſhall 

light info many ſinnes , And therefoze the Apctte wziteth 

vnto Zymothte : doe nothing (ſayeth he) without fozeſight 1. Time. 5. 

and iudgement. That is to ſap, the iudgement of diſcretion 

going befoze thee. And iu Eccleũaſtes it is w2ttte; By ſonne Eccle.23, 

doe nothing without counſell, t thou ſhalt not repent thee 

after thy deedes. Zhertoze in all things it is to be weighed 

whither they be lawfull, expedient, oz p2ofifable. Whither 

they be lawfull hauing reſpec to God, and whither they bee 

expedient, hauing regard to the edifping of thy neighboz. He 

that is ſuch an one will alwapes aud in all places behaue 

him ſelfc fearefully, uch an one was Job, J feared(ſapeth 

her) all my deedes, ,knowing that thou ſpareſt not him that 

sffendeth, 
Fyftty,he ought to kepe his harte with all diligent heede 4 
leaſt any vayne thought 02 inoꝛdinate affection doe temayne 
therein, 
Sixtly,bhe ſhould bzing himſelle into ſuche cuſtome, that 4 
whither her cate oz dzyncke, oz clotheth him ſelke, oz 
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whatſoeuer he doe 02 laboꝛ ab2oad, oz whatſoeuer he heart 
ethers ſpeak, oꝛ he him ſelf ſpeake vnto others:pet alwayes 
be doe ſas much as by the helpe of grace he may) lift vp hys 
hart vito God, and within him ſelf reuolue ſomewhat that 
is godly, ſaving with all his thought: A clcane harte create 
by, Plal, 5, in me O Loꝛd And ſuch other meditatious as ſeme moſts 
7 pleaſant and moſt conuentent vnto his deuotion: but chiefly 
he muſt pꝛay vncefſantly vnto God fo: increaſe of grace, 
and fo? the cuſtodie of his harte. 

Deuenth, he ought in all things to haue a moſte fincere 
intention, feruently and zealoufly deſiring the honoz t woz- 
vs ſhipping of God. And thinking thervpon moze then on him 
15 ſelf oꝛ any other thing. 

. : Eight!y,be ought in all affection of bodie and in all adner- 
Cf ſitte to retoyre hartely bicauſe ſuche things are p2ofitable 
4 vnto him, as touching God, But bicauſe it ts vnacceptablg 
bnto the holy ghoſt whatſoever we pꝛeſent vnto it, neglec⸗ 
ting that wherevnto we are bound, therefo2e he ought firit 
to paye vato God reuerentliy his dettes and duties: as pꝛay⸗ 
ers 02 diuyne t holy ſeruice, diſtinatly pꝛonounſing, lifting 
vp his harte, and faſhioning theſe things (as with a taſte of 
mynde)euen as it were from his own affection. Vea let him 
rayſe vp his harte vnto God by contemplation of his god- 
nelle, tolineſſe and beniſttes Theſe things(my moſt deerly 
beloued brother) J doe wꝛite vnto thee rudely and in haſte, 
as they come into my memoꝛie, and as God him ſelfe (from 
whom all godneſſe floweth) did vor!chſafe to giue me vn⸗ 
derſtanding, to the end thine hart may be inflamed towards 
the loue of perfection: and that if may know bow to obteyn 
the ſame. Foz if thou doe rightly and wiſely vie the gifts of 
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| nature doubled in thæ, by the dinyne grace, then ſhalt thou 
with a wonderfull facylitis attayne unte ſingular perfee 
tton, 

And therefoze J doe vebemently erhozt thee, and earneſt{y 

deſire that thine affections towardes theſe earthly thinges 


map bes temperate, conetyyg the ryches of thys wozlds 
wy 


T he flame of ſinne 


no farther then neceſſytic dot requper, modeſt lyfe doth de⸗ 
n:armd, and the inward p2efitt of thy ſowle challenge , Foz 
Augultine ſayth in his nynth boke De ciuitate dei: A mans 
ſowle is ſo much the moꝛe vnlike that incoꝛpoꝛall enternytie, 
and vnchangeable godneſſe, as it moꝛe toueteth and deſier - 
eth tempoꝛall and mutable thinges . Pea let thy thoughtes al⸗ 
togither diſpyſe the vnpure delectations of the fleſh , Bicanſe 
as Auguſtine ſayth in his fecond boke De Trinirare: The rea⸗ 
ſonable ſoule ts made ſo much the mo2e ſpirituall, and p̊ moꝛe 
feruent, the moꝛe and mo2e, that if dyeth from carnall con- 
cupiſcences , To conclude the moꝛe pꝛecyous that thy ſoule is 
then thy body, ſo much the moꝛe diligently ſe that thou lone, 
ſerke, and heape vp, the ſpirituall rytches, the inward. 
- eemelyneſſe and decking of vertues , befo2e the out- 
ward garnyſhing of the body and garmentes , 
Not deſtering fo pleaſe men, but to pleaſe thy 
creatoꝛ, Sauiour, and moſt dꝛead⸗ 
full Judge, who is as aboue all 
thinges, the higheſt and 
molt bleſſed God, 
Amen, 
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ting of ſalua- 
tion but put- 
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ear ſautour Chiilt by the mouth of his holy 
WINA Cuangclilt Pathew in his fixt Chap,Caith: 4 

will declare vato thee( © man ſaith be ) what 
s god, what the Lozd thy god doth require 
Ju thy hands . Ticrely eut᷑ to do iuſtice a righ- 
teduſneſle, 2 to walke carefully 4 warely bee- 
fo:e thy Loꝛd God. Fo2 aſmuch as god bath fozined 4 made 
the a reaſbable creature, he hath created the to Þ end Þ thou 
mighteſt ebtepne cucrlaſting felicitie, he bath furnithed ther 
with all thinges neceſſary to p atteyning thercof, that thou 
mighteſt deſerne betwene god + bad, betwene truth e falſ- 
hood, + betwene vertues x vices: chaſing and ſolowing thoſe 
things which arc gad,true, t vertcous, t abhozring/ yea vt- 
terly fozſaking)all cuill,falſe,4 vytious thinges . Wherfoze 
our owne reaſd + vnderſtanding ( being infkructed by the doc- 
trine of the holy ſcripturs, 4 well taught and grounded in þ 
holy lawes of god)ought to be p iudge of all our life + deeves, 


in ſuch ſoꝛt p every man might euery day of his like wyſely 


dyſcuſſe, trucly diſcerhe, x eftectually cozred, his owne con⸗ 
uerſation , And although we are fozbidden by covs woꝛd to 
iudge other men diſoꝛdzedly, accozding to the Enengelyſt 
ſaying : Judge not x vou ſhall not be 1udged,netierthe lelle let 
euery man iudge himſelte by conſideration of his awne tyfe, 
and let him abhozre whatſocucr he liadeth rev2chefible ther⸗ 
in. Pera let him bewayle it, avoyd it and leaue it not vnpu⸗ 
niſhed. But let him amend it by the fruites of rept᷑taunce. 
And this is ment by doeing of tultice and righ(conſneſſe , 
Foz whoſoener doth ſo, ſhall eſkape the ſtraight iudgement 
of God, and the euerlaſting patnesof hell As Partle the 
apoſtle doth witnefſe in his eleuenth Chapiter of his ürſt 
Epiſtle to the Co2ynthianes ſaying: At we iudged aur ſelnes 
we ſhould not then be tudged , 

Po2couer we ought to walke warely and circoſpedly be- 


ting away car- fo;e the L02d our God, continewally fearing leaſt we offend 
J 


nall ſcæuritye. 1.2 


the 
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the ever of his holy Mateſt ie in any thyng, and y we nepther 

loſe the benefite of his greake grace im this p2eſent tyfe, 

noz yet the fruitpon of hin gloay in the wond to come 02 

pet thereby encurre the daunger of enerlaltyng paynes in 

hell , And here vpon the holy worde of 35 1 2D doch ſay! * N 00 
The man ts bieffed which watketh atwayes fzarcſulty , „ 
And ba which is with out fcare oz d3rade fo doe ampfle, 
cannot be tuftified . As alſo the apveſtte Baule doth exhoz£ 

vs to this fearetull and carefull walkvng beefozr GD DO 
ſaping: @xke ſoz pour ſalnation, wyth krare and trem⸗ Phil. a, 
blyng. As alſo Haina Hierome ſayth: Curſed be pÞ ma which 

doth lerne ged negligttip. Wherfoze we muſt diliat̃t ly w all 

hee dyneſſe, and the true effedes ol Godly charyt le, ſcrue the 
hygbeſt GD D and Father in chyldyche kegre and obe⸗ 
dpence , As it is w2yiten by the ÞPſalmyK ; Serue Cod Plal. 2. 
in feare reiste befoze him with trebling. uch en one was 

boly Jeb ſaping rightly of hym ſelfe: J haue alwayes fea⸗ 

red GOD (fayeth hee) as the rage of waters that might 
duerwhelme me. And agapne: GD D is hae whole 
anger no man maye refyſt , Zhercfoze haue J bene trou⸗ 

bled to bechould him, and haue bene grerued with feare 
when J conſidered him So that whoſdeuer is dyſſolute 

in his harte, light of mynde, and doth nepther weighe no 
conſider the heanenly eyes which alwaycs behold him, 

no2 yet doth reucrence and dꝛead the pꝛeſence cf that feare⸗ 

full and eternall iuoge:! But doth pꝛoceæde in ſuch a care⸗ 

leſſe oꝛder, and ſo neglygently berhaue him ſelle, as though 

he had already paſſed all perylls, and were not of GOD 

to be iudged, doth not he lamentably "raft him ſelfe a⸗ 
waye ? And ſhall be not lyght in the handes of the lyuing 
GOD. That he maye receyue cuerlattinge punyſhment 
wyth the repꝛobate in the depth of hell. Wiherefoze my 
deare and welbcefoued in Choyſf Jeſu (to whome J 
wzyte thys wozke ) doe not nealec thy ſelfe carelefſely, 

in a vapne kynde of ſecurytye , Noz doe not thou 
walke vnrenerently befoze the higheſt God, which doth con- 
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tynually behold thee , Doe not iniurie vnto bis Maieſtie by 

wuing wickedly : But (as Poyſes doth erhozte ther) keepe 

thy ſelfe, and thy ſoule, warely: And fo2get not the wozdes 

of the Loꝛde thy God, neither let them ſlippe out of thy renifs 

bꝛaunce, at any tyme: oz herevpon it is that Auguſhne ſaith: 

Such as keare not gods iuſtice, do hope fo2 his mercy in vaine, 

And Vierome ſaith: If we would belteue andoften thincke 

von the pꝛeſeuce of god, whoſe Pateſtie ſeth and iudgeth 

all thinges, I belene that we ſhould very ſeldom, oz neuer 

fall into any ſinne And this it was that holy Job ment, whe 

obig & 23. he ſapd; Doth not god know my wayes ? and number all my 

ſtepps: and a gaine he ſaith: Thou haſt obſerued al my pathes, 

and conſidered þ ſteppes of my fete . V here vpon Baſyle al⸗ 

ſo doth admoniſhe vs ſaying: Remember that pou ſtand in p 

ſight of God, which beholdeth the thoughts of your hartes, : 

knoweth all ſecretes . Foz this conſiderationof his diuyne 

Maieſtie doth alſo induce an obſeruation of his pꝛeceptes. 

A here vpon the Pſalmult ſayth : J haue kept thy commann- 

dementes + thy teſtimonies, bicauſe all my wayes are in thy 

Plal.11f. ſight. Thus whoſocuer will feare God let him aſuredly 

thincke,that he doth behoulde all thinges , Let hun be aſha⸗ 

med to ſtand with any vncleane thought in the pꝛeſence of 

his infinite Maieſtie, yea, let him be abaſhed to haue any blott 

oꝛ imperfecið in his ſoule, befoꝛe 8̊ face of þ higheſt god. Foz 

it is wꝛittt: Remfbey thy creato2 in the dayes of thy youth, 
befoz2 the tyme of thyne affliction doe come. | 

It is wꝛittt inp ri. Chap. of Eccle: Bee mecke + paicient to 

* pheare ß wozdofgod, Foz the moꝛe we dw lone any thing, fo 

if How diligent mach p moze willing we are to heare of it oz to tale of it 

besen, Whervpd John ſpeaking of ß louers of this wo2ld ſaith:they 

14 ring of Godes Are of þ world, t they ſpeake of p woꝛld, ⁊ the wozld heareth 

0 worde. them By the ſame reaſd J ſay, wholoeuer doth loue god kru⸗ 

þ 1.101n.4 Ip, doth deſire his bleſſing and doth ſpiritually eſfeme him 

elke in GD D, euen he doth heare his wozd willyngly, 

dothe retaine it diligently, and doth futfill if feruently , Foz 

theſe are ſignes of pꝛedeſtination to cuecrlatting TIES . 
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And herevpon our ſauiour ſayth:e that is of God doth heare * 
bis ws2de, and therefoze vou heare not, bicauſe you are not of 

God , Foz the wo2d of God, oz the holy ſcripture, is the fove 

of the ſoule . And euen as we diſpaire of his naturall lyfe, 
which receyueth no co2pozall fade, oz vomiteth vp, and hgl- 
deth not that which hath recepued:Cuen ſo, the lyfe of grace 
is tobe deſpayꝛed in him which is not carefull, diligently to 

Hh p to retaine,and efecually to fulfiill the u oꝛd 

of God . And therefoꝛe( my welbeloued in Chꝛiſt Jeſu)attĩd 

and marke p wozd of god with god affecti6,hcare it humbly 

and reuerently, reade it, and peruſe it as an Epiſtle ſent the 

from the holy ghoſt . Neyther yet is it ſufficient to know the 

will of God, oz to haue it in renerence, but we muſt alſo 
fullillthe ſame . As the Pſalmiſt ſayth: J haue layed vp thy Fal. 118. 
woꝛdes in my harte, to the end I might not offend thee, 

And the Euangeliſt lath: The ſeruatint which knoweth his -***+'* 
L.02ds will e doth it nat, ſhalbe beat with many ftripes, And 

the Apoſtle James in his Canonicall Epiſtle ſayth : Þe that 
doth knowe the god and doth it not, offendeth qreaouſly , 
And here vpon Auguſtine doth conclud, that the wozd of god 
is of no leſſe woꝛthyneſſe, then the body of Ch2iſt , Neyther 
is he leſſe gyltye which heareth the woꝛd of God neclygertly, 
then he which receyueth his body bnwozthyky. And ther foꝛe 
ſince I wꝛit theſe things vnto thee foꝛ the health cf thy ſoule, 
by the helpe and grace of God (without whoſe pꝛovydence 
and helpe, no tre groweth no2 leafe falleth ) J require that 
thou read thefe thinges with no leſſe dillpgence and earneſt 
affection, then they are feruently and zcalouſly w2ytten foꝛ 
thyne inſtruction , Fo2 ſo the natureall godneſſe of thy quick 
capacytie doth requy2e , As it is wꝛitten: A god eare will 
harken vnto wiſdome with earneſt deſtre , And how accep- Sap - 6- 
table and well pleaſing that were vnto god, appeareth by the 
wyſeman ſaying: The earneſt deſire of wyſdome ſhall guid 
a man to the perpetuall kyngedome . But what wiſdome 2? 
Not the wyſdome of this wozld . Not the wyſdome of Phy- 
laſophers, Poets, oz n 2 (bet N of 
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fhe Apoſtle ) God eſtermeth the wiſdome of this wozlde foz 
mere folly , And Saint Vierome that holy father, doth call 
Ariftotle (who was Pzince of Philoſophers ) a father 
of foles oz Pꝛinte of ignoꝛaunce. But the woꝛ des befoze 
rehearccd are ment by the wiſdome and perfect knowledge 
which is conteyned in holy ſcriptures , And are not they to 
be accoumpted vayne and faliſhe, who ſettinge a ſide ſuch 
thinges as are requiſite fo2 the ſoules health : And emitting 
che obſernaunce of gods holy cõmaundementes and the hole- 
ſome knowledge contepned in his holy woꝛd, are earneſtly 
am contyne wally occupyed in thinges altogether vayne and 
ſuperfiuons, yea things which god doth not by any meanes 
requpꝛe at their handes . And therevpon we. ſe ſuch men 
moſt comõly blynded with infinite vanyties, vnfearefully x 
vnwarely conuerſant and delighted in playes,paſtimes and 
(oue greater offences ) in mere fryfels and fanta- 
ſies , Js this ( thinkeft thou) the freyght waye leading to 
lyfe euerlaſting, the which( as Chziſt himſelfe doth witneſſe 
few can fynde out:No: But do thou as the holy woꝛd teachs 
eth the, ſerke not thinges aboue thy reach. No2 ſearch not 
thinges beyonde thy ſtrength . But loke what god ciamaun- 
deth, and therevpon do thou alwayes medytate , And as foz 
theſe ſuperfiuous toyes of pꝛophaine myſtries, do neuer tro⸗ 
ble thy bꝛaynes therewith, Agayne what pꝛol teth it to haue 
knowledge of thinges created, without a dew reuerente and 
wozlhip of the creato2 2 Nothing at all. But rather it hyn⸗ 
dereth much, and maketh ſuch ſmatterers (as geſſe thereby) 
to fal ints daunger of cõdempnatid. Mherfoꝛe let not þ ſtudy 
of naturall Phyloſophy moꝛe delight thee, then the ſtudy of 
true mozallytie which is deuynity. But let the cheiſe delight 
conſilt in the ſtudy + vnderſtanding of holy ſcriptures, That 
thou maye$ ſay : O how ſweete are thy woꝛdes vnto my 
mouth :? moze ſwerte then fine hond. And acayne : A baue 
delpghted in the wayes of thy teſtimonpes as in much 
rytches. And lykewpſe: The lawe of thy month is pꝛo⸗ 
fitable vnto me, yea moze then thowſandes of gold —2 
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By experience thereof, one of the Fathers in holy churche 
did ſay: Nothing in this lyfe is taſted moze ſwatelp no; 
ſwallowed moze greedely, nothinge doth ſo ſeperate mans 
mynd from the woꝛld, nothing lo ſtrfgthen it againſt temp⸗ 
tation,no2 any thing nioze help and ſty2re him to all gad- 
ne({ſ:,then the ſtudy of the holy ſcriptures . Aud agayne hee 
ſayth : Whatſouer is wꝛitten in holy ſcriptures is veritie , 
Wrhatſocuer is therein commaunded,ts honeſtp, and what- 
ſoeuer is therin pꝛomiſed is true and perfect felicitpe. This 
is then the moſt holeſome and p2ofitable ſtudy, which teach⸗ 
eth a man to know himſelfe to cozrec his lyfc, and to pꝛoceed 
in all godneſſe by the grace of the holy ſpirite , And there vp- 
en Auguſtine warneth vs ſaying: Uſe reading cf holy ſcrip⸗ 
tures fo2 thy glaſſe, whereby thon mapeſt mone any blott 
oꝛ blemiſhe that thou findeſt in thy ſelfe . Yea theu mapeſt 
therein learne to pꝛeſerue whatſoeuer thou perceiueſt to be 
fay2e in the, by doing that which is fayerer then it ſemeth 
to be. Foz the wo2de of god is molt plentyfull, conteyning 
in it all dꝛlights. And therin (as in a myꝛrour) when we do 
loke and gaze with the eyes of our inward mynde, we dw al- 
fo ſ& and behold the ſecret ſhape of our ſoules. Vea we may 
thereby perteiue how much we haue pꝛoũted, oꝛ how much 
we are gone a ſtraye frõ perfection, Wherevpon Jſodozus 
ſayth : The reading of holy ſcriptures doth pceld p2ofit, Foz 
it doth not onely teath # inſtruct a mans mynde, but if bꝛing⸗ 
eth backe to the loue of god ſuch as are by vanyties abſtract 
and caryed into concupiſcence, Can any ſtudy then be com- 
pared to þ ſtudy of this wyldome 2 No ſurely , F92 as Gre- 
goꝛie ſayth : Eucn as the holy (ſcriptures dw excell aboue all 
other knowledge + learning withont cõpariſõ, teaching vs 
the perfea trueth, calling vs to þ heaufly habitatio, inupting 
and p2ouoking p readers hart frõ wozldly deſirs, to thi bꝛace⸗ 
ing of high e heaufly treaſurs, being neither ſo darke p they 
are to be dzed noꝛ yet ſo plaine Þ they are to be diſpiſed:eu? ſo 
doth the vle and ererciſe thereof take away all wearirteſe, 
and the moze they are red the moze they delight, ſur⸗ 

paſinge all other ſcyences DAG in the maner of wziting 
| l 1 and 


De Needles Eye. 


and handlynge . Wherevpon Eyerome alſo ſayth:Lone the 
Euvdie of the holy ſcryptures, and thou ſhalt not paſſe vpon 
the vitious deſires of the fleſhe. Do that J doe greatly deſire 
(welbeloued ) to decke and bewtyfte thy ſoule with this di- 
uyne and ſupernaturall knowledge of the holy ſeripturs the 
which ſhyneth as a certayne blaſe oz b2zyght beame of the e- 
ncrlaſtinge, vncreated, and higbeſt wyſdome . And the very 
reading thereof ( by the teſtimony of Hyerome) doth ſhar⸗ 
pen þ ſence, encreaſe þ vnderſtanding, warme the will,ſhake 
of ſiowth, quench luſt, pzonoke ſwet ſighes, diſtyll ple ſant 
teares, and maketh vs (as it were )neare neighbeurs vn- 
to God himſelfe. Wherein when we beſtowe our tyme and 
ſtudy, the holy ghoſt doth talke and common with vs euen 
famplyarely as Jſod2 ſayth , And ſurely thou art ſingu- 
lerly endewed with capacity towardes thatteyning thereof, 
ſpnce thou art bewtified with a naturall ſharpe neſſe of vn- 
derſtanding, in ſuch ſoꝛt that thou mayeſt by Gods grace ſay 
being yet but a pong ſcoller, J haue enclyned'my ſoule vnto 
godneſſe , And J beſech the moſt mercyfull God to graunt 
mee ſuch a delight in ſearchingof his true wyſedome, that 
thou mapeſt ſay with the auctoz of the boke of wyſdome : 
bro. 3 Hir haue J loued and ſearched foz euen fro my pouth, and J 
woed hir to be my wyfe and my ſpouſe. And J became in 
loue with hir bewtye, ſo that entrynginto my houſe, J will 
lye downe by hir and take my reſt with her. Foz hir tonuer⸗ 
ſation doth not weary me, neyther is there any bitterncſle in 
hir company, but iope and gladneſſe dwell with bir fo2 euer. 
And herevpon alſo it is ſayd : Wiſdome is moze pꝛetious 
then any ryches, and all that men deſire is not thervato to be 
compared. God foꝛbyd then that thou my welbeloued)ſhoul- 
deſt ſet thy mynde oz occupy thy thoughtes in thinges that 


Are lower and of vyler eſtymation. | 
ofrwo kinds be path of the lu, cometh fozthwards like viitoa 
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Falke. dai but þ wates of þ wicked are dark e they kno not 
ro. 4+ wher they aui. an f holy Enangelf Johit deer wit 


oha. 


The Nedler Eye. 


nelle in his firſf Epiſtle ſaying : God is light, and in him 
there is no maner of dackeneſſe , Alſo Dyoniſius w2y- 
teth that God is the pure, full, and infinite light, the lyuely, 
intellectuall,oziginall,and moſt cleare bzightnefſe. Since he 
then is the end and vttermoſt bound of our way and perigri⸗ 
nage, we ought to walke towardes him by the bꝛight chy⸗ 
ning pathes and fayze wayes, that the whole way may ber 
lykc vnto the ende of our tourney, and the middeft vnto the 
vttermoſt bo andes thereof, oz other wyſe we can neuer at- 
tayne vnto him, Now this pathe of p iuſt, is vertuous deeds, 
god lyfe and conuerſation, togither with a warie obſernati- 
on of Gods lawes and commaundements, Whervzon Sa- 


lomon ſaycth: The wayes of the Loꝛzde are fay2e wayes, Frou. 


and all the pathes thereof are peaceable , oz the wayes 
whereby we 1urneye vnto God and the heauenly king- 
dome, are: god thonghtes, holye medytations, fruyte- 
full talke and derdes of charitie acceptabls vnto God 
in Chꝛiſt Jeſus, Theſe are iuſtly called the paths oz wayes 
of the iuſt, fo2 as much as they be the certayne fruites and 
tokens, whereby we paſſe and make way(the grace of God 
helping vs )from this exyle,vnto the heauenly habitation. 
The which wayes and pathes are by god reaſon tearmed 
bꝛight andfhinyng, ſithens they haue their oꝛiginall begin- 
ning of Geds crace and charitie, which are the ſupernatu- 
rall lighfes of the ſoule. Vea bicauſe with their b2ightneſſe 
they chaſ: darkenefſe from the myndes of men, they vnite 
and knit togither our hartes to the vncreated and heauenly 
light, and make him which( ererciſeth himſelfe therein,) to 
ſe me cleane, holv, and acceptable vnto God, and a gad exams 


ple vato mt n. Whexevpon the Apoſtle ſayth : That the iuſt . 


doe ſhine as Lanternes amongeſt the wicked. And agayne 

vnto ſinners conuerted he ſapeth: 

but now you are light in the Lozd, Furthermoꝛe this pathe 

and way of the iuſt, doeth pzoceede from god to better, from 

imperfection,to perfection, from one vertue to another, from 

the way vnto the ende of the RE yea and it 9 
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vnt ill it be bzoad day, That is to ſay vntill the enerlaftyng 
day appeare, Fo2 as much as it ryſeth (by fayth)to the ſpeci⸗ 
all kynde of the thing ſought foz.Cuen vnto the euerlaſting 
and moſt bleſſed fruition and viſien of the higheſt and moſt 
reuerend Trinittc and Godheade , This is the way of the 
choſen,the vnſpotted way,the way of all vertue, leading by 
the trauayle of repentance)vnts euerlaſting reſt and quyet, 
Andof this way the Pſalmiſt ſayth: Ble ſled are they whoſe 
wayes are vncozrupted, and which walke in the lawes of 
the Lo2d their God, And therevpon Job ſayde: J kepte the 
way of the loꝛd, and did not decline from it. As alſo Jeremie 
ſayde: Aſke which is the god wap, and walke therein, and 
you ſhall fynde a refreſhing foz your ſoule. But now: there 
is another way of the repꝛobate, a darkeſome way, (that is 
to ſay)a wicked and vngodly way, which lacketh the light of 
true vnderftanding, a is not guyded with the light of grace, 
But is obfuſcate and darkened with þ cloudes of paſſions 
and concupiffces,peruerting ⁊ ouerthꝛowing all iuſt iudge⸗ 
ments, leadeth to the dungeon of infernal darkneſſe. This 
way is ſeene by vit ious qualities, vnbꝛydeled appetites, cũ⸗ 
cupiſcence of þ fleſh, wicked thoughts, enil deedes,vnſcemes 
ly and valawful talke, and neclecing of tyme. The which 
doc ſo ouerſhadow and darken the eyeſight of the mynde, 
chat it can not ſ& the ſpirituall ruyne and onerth2zow into 
the which it daply falleth headlonges , Foz in this flippery 
and damnable way, (which ſeemeth god vnto the wicked, 
although the end thereof doe leade vnto death men fal from 
the higheſt, vnchaungeable, and moſte bleſſed God, vnto a 
chaungeable, fraple, and vayne apparaunce cf gabnefſe, 
from the ſtate of grace and ſaluation, vnto the ſtate of 
gylte and condempnafton, from a ſpirifaall lyfe, to a car- 
nall lyfe, and in the ende, from the right way? to the in- 
fernall pzyſon , Of the which way o2 wapes (being wic- 
ked as afoꝛeſapde) it is wzitten: cu bluſhe and be atha- 


med of pour wayes . And therefoze (my beloned) goe not 


into the waye of ruyne and perdition, nepther — 
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the libertie of woꝛldlye banities and thyne owne defires, 
but doe thou diligently followe and imitate the waye of 
the bleed and choſen , Fo2 whoſoeuer followeth p things 
which delight the fleſhs and the outwarde ſences, whoſo- 
euer doeth imbzace the loſencſſe of his hearte , and the 
iopes of this wo2ld, her doubtleſſe walketh in a darke and 


daungerons way, Eut he that walketh accozdyng to the palm. tt. 


pꝛeteptes and leffons of the Goſpell, he chuſeth vnto him 
the bzighte way of the electe, and may ſape with the ÞPſal- 
miſt: J haue kepte my feete from all euill wapes, that J 
might keepe thy woꝛdes. Foz the wozthie and perfect ful- 
fillypng whereof let vs pꝛape daylp, oz rather hourely, with 
denout mynde, ſaying: Dyꝛede my ſteppes actoꝛdyng to 
thy woꝛde, and no vnrightuouſneſſe ſhall haue the vpper 
hande of me, 


The Apoſtle Paule in his ſeconde Chapiter to the Ga- r rer fun. 


Pet line J, not J, but Ch2ilt lineth in mee, 


of the ſonne of God which loued me, and gaue himſelfe foz 


mie. 
And ſarely this is the holeſome doctrine of chꝛiſtian religi⸗ 
on. That fo2 the tranſgreſſion of our fozefathers,all makind 
was dep2yued of their pleaſant habitation in the terreſtiall 
Pa and thzowne out into this woꝛld, as into a vale of 
miſerie, into a place of baniſhment, and a countrey far from 
our natiue reũdence. To the end that thzough the bloud of 
Chzilt Jeſu, we might in this woꝛlde ſhewe the fruites of 
true repentaunce, and inceſſantly bewayle our owne cala⸗ 
mitie, vntil we may be thought wozthie after this life, to en- 
ter into the place of reſt, oꝛ everlaſting kingdome pꝛepared 
loꝛ the elec childꝛen of God. 
Where vpon Oregoꝛie ſapeth: wee went from our countrey 
(meanyng the terreſtryall Paradyſe) foz our p2yde , diſo⸗ 
bedyence , followynge of the viſible godneſſe , on tas 
* ng 


lathyans ſayeth: J am faſtened to the Croſſe in Chzilt. try ſortes of 


trauaylers in 
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and taſting of the fruite pꝛohibited, but wee muſte returne 
thcrevnto agayne by humilitie, obedience, contempnyng of 
the viſible gadneſſe,and by b2ideling our carnall appetytes. 
And therefoꝛe in this lyfe we are called Trauaylers oz wa⸗ 
faring men, bicauſe as the Apoltle ſayth; We haue not here 
any certayne reſidence,but we muſt ſerke fo2 it in the wo2ld 
to come, And agayne in another place he ſayth : whileſt we 
are in this cozpo;all bodice, we dwell as ſtrangers from the 
Lo2d, Fo: we walke by fayth, and not acco2dyng to our out- 
ward fo2me, And in lyke maner the Pſalmilt ſinging ſpea⸗ 
keth vnto God and ſapeth: Bold not thy peace though I be 
a ſtrager 4 an alien in thy ſight, as all my fozefathers were, 
Now it is expedyent fo a pꝛouydent and circumſpece tra- 
uapler, that hauing neceſſarie thyngs foz his tourney, her 
loade not no2 ouer charge not him ſelfe with other things, 
noz that hee ſtape in hys wape without ſome reaſonable 
and v2gent cauſe , Neyther pet that her buſie hym ſelfe to 
entermedle with thinges done by other men. whome her 
paſſeth by in his tourney, but that holding the kings highs 
way, and neyther decliningon the righte haude no2 on the 
lefte bande, and being contented with necefſarie fode # aps 
par ell, he make haſt,4 inceſſantly trauayle with all poſſible 
ſpeede to dꝛawe neere vnto bis tourneys end. o ought eue⸗ 
rie Chʒiſtian to conſider that he is but a trauayler oz a way⸗ 
faring man in this pꝛeſent lyfe,andtherefoze let him ſo 02- 
der his whole conuerſation, that bee obtapne the kelicitie 
which is to come, and to attayne to the heauenlp and euer⸗ 
laſting kingdome of God, Pea let him direc all his eps vn⸗ 
to the glozie of God, fulfill ing his holy commaundementes, 
and by ſuch vertuous degrees, let him aſpyꝛe vnto the hea⸗ 
ucnly habitation. oꝛ here vnto the Apoſtle Paule doeth ex- 
hoꝛte vs ſaying: it remapneth that they which vſe the be- 
nifites of this wo2ld, ſhould bee as though they vſed it not. 
And that they which be maryed, ſhould bee as if they were 
bnmaryed, Foꝛ the outward ſhewe of this wo2ld ſhall paſſe 
oucr. And agayne in another place he ſapth: „ — 
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dD2inke,and clothing, let vs be contented , Foz they which i. Tim. 2. 
couet to be rich,doe light in the ſnares and temptations of 

the diuil. But happie is he which ſo knoweth his habitats 

on that he may ſay with the P2ophet, woe is mc that my 
reſting place is pꝛolonged. be that fo ſayth,and ſo coueteth Pfl. 115. 
to come vnto the cuerlaſting habitation, he is woꝛthily to 
be called a true trauayler, and one that goeth in the right 
readie way, But bicauſe it happencth oftentymes that a 
trauayler ſeeing ſundꝛie ſtraunge things in his way, is de- 
lighted thercwith, and ſtayeth to behold ſuch things, 92 to 
ſeeke and inquire ot noueities, whereby he fozefloweth his 
tourney, and remembzeth not the countrey which her hath 
to trauayle vntm: but rather is ſo dꝛowned tn the delights 
of range countreys, that hee taryeth there fo; altogither, 
and neuer commeth to his iournepes end, Therefoze there 
is a plapner and moze perfect way whereby we may goe to 
the countrey of the choſen, Which is : that a man doe goe 
not onely by the wayes and meanes alreadie declared, to- 
s the heauenly habitation, but furthermoze that her 
doe not regarde, care foꝛ, oz ſeeme to ſ&, anye impediment, 
ſcoppe, oz let, in his way. But rather paſſe by them and di⸗ 
ſpike them as things which appertayne not vnto him. And 
ſuch trauaylers oz wayfaring men are they which care no 
moze fo2 the pꝛayſes and commendation of this wozld,th? 
they doe fo; their diſpzayfes, no moꝛe foz pꝛoſperitie the fo: 
adue rũtie, foꝛ ryches, then foz pouertie. Finally, which doe 
not (wo ldiy) ſet their myndes on any of the thinges which 
delight men in this lyfe, but doe(moztifyedly) ſet lighte by 
tyem all, as by moſt vayne frifles and topes. Unto the which 
pertemon the Apoſtle doeth exhozt vs ſaying ; wer mull al- 

wayes beare aboute vs in our bodies, the moz'tfcation' of 

Ch2tlt 3efus, that his lyfe may be made manifeſt in thts our 
moꝛtall fleſhe. And ſuch were they to whom the ſame Apo- Sele 
tele did w2yte: p2u are dead, and pour lyfe is hidden in Od 
with Chꝛiſt Jeſus . And ſuche alſo was Jeremie ſpeaking 

vnto God who layeth ; Thou knowelt that J haue not _ 
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red the dayes of man, And ſuche are all they Which doe not 
gloꝛie but in Cod the Loꝛd, ⁊ which mads them ſelues ſtran⸗ 
gers and alliens from this woztve , And ſuche an one may 
p2operiy be called deade vnto the wozlde . And yet there: 
is another way higher and moze perfect then theſe, Which 
1s: To extinguiſhe all ſelfelone, and to bee rauiſhed in di⸗ 
uyne charitie, and thereby to lone our (clues in Chꝛitt Je⸗ 
ſu perfectly and ſptritually, Net onely that (tranayterlike) 
we can eſchue the impediments & tops in our way to God, 
neyther pet onely that(deadmanlyke) wee can [et light by 
the pꝛoſperities and pleaſures of the woꝛlde, but allo that 
we abhoꝛte with all cur harte all thinges where vnto the 
wozlde cleaucth, as ryches, delightes, luſtes of the fieſhe, 
pꝛomotions, vapne pꝛapſes of men, and free ſkope to doe 
what we lift, Yca let vs with all our harte abhoꝛre, de⸗ 
teſt, and ye from all theſe thingesz as grietes and dead⸗ 
ly toꝛmentes ot the harte, bicauſe ſuche things doe rather 
hynder and Coppe, then further, our helpe fozthwardes 
our ceurſe to God, and our iaurney to the heauenly habi⸗ 
tation , To conclude, let vs with all our hartes im bꝛace, 
cleaue to, and deſy2c, all ſuche thinges as the wozlde ac, 
taumpteth a Croſſe. Which are aducriityes , -02 harde 
conditions: as abſtynence, watching, dilciplyne, deſpꝛze 
to bee vnknowns to the wozlde, loue to bee contempned 
thereof, and iopfullpe to ar. e all barde punyſhementes 
fo: the lene of Cod g that theſe thynges wil be 
p:ofitable vnto vs; as welk fo2 atteyning vnto our iour⸗ 
neys ende, as alſo to make the godneſſe of Cod ſatiſfped 
and plealed with our fozewardnefs, whereby we may e⸗ 
ſcape the punyſhementes due foz cur heyneus offences, 
and pzocede iu grace, to dur heauenly habitation. , Pea 
hicreby wee ate made lyke vnto Chꝛiſt which ſuffered fo; 
vs, and therefo2e ſhall lyke vnto hym recepue atoyfull re- 
warde in the ivie lo came. And heerre vpon we may reiopte 
berrein, as in great treaſures, and as the wicked and re⸗ 
e dor re iopce and glozic in the pꝛoſperitics we 5 
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wozld , Fe: ſuche as aftayne vnto this perfection, may ſay 


with Paule: God fozbid that I ſhould glozie but enely in 6312.5. 


the Croſſe of Chꝛiſt by whome the woꝛld is cruciſied wito 
mee, and J vnto the wo2lbe . In lyke maner may wee ber 
thought crucified, and not onely alyens as the firſt, noꝛ dead 
as the ſecond ſoʒt. Fo2 in this thii d degree of perigrination, 
the very height of all chꝛiſtian puritie doth confiſt, And luch 
were the molt blefico Apoſtles, who being ſcourged and re- 
pꝛoued by the high pꝛieſtes, did noe away retoyſing oute of 
the fight of theyꝛ conũſtoꝛies, that they were thought wo2- 
thie to ſuffer that continually fo2 the name of Jeſus , Con- 
ſider then (my welbeloued) in which of theſe th2& kyndes 
oz ſo2tes of Zrauaylers thou arte to bee accompted, jf02 he 
which doeth onelp attayne vnto the firſt rehearſed degree, 
let him not thereby boaſt that he is in ſuretie of ſaluation. 
Aid therefo2e it ſhall bee thyne induſtrye not to be con- 
tented with the firft degree, but that thou haue deſpꝛe of(pal- 
ſing by the ſeconde) to clyme vuto the thyzde degree of 
erfection , That lradyng a heauenly and angelycall lyfe 
n the fleſhe, and dayly increaſing in all fayth; charitie, 
knowledge, and grace, thou mayelſt bee accompted amon- 
geſt the ſonnes of the holye and gloꝛicus God, and not be 
_— after thy departure from the glozic of his ma 
ie, 

And out ofa ſermon of holy Bernard J haue taken certaine 
choſen ſentences touching this matter. Be not(ſayeth he) 
lykr vnto the faliſhe Trauapler, whome the fayze ſhewe 
of this woꝛlde doeth entyſe, the p2oſperitic thereof doeth 
lulle him on fieepe, the fauoꝛ thereof doeth dete yue him, and 
the toves therof him, in ſuch ſoꝛt that being dꝛawen 
and turned from God, hee is helde backe from his tourney, 
© Aid hyndered in hys wayes / Doe not then wares: 

this wo2lo as thy countrey (as Beda fozewarneth)bicac te. 

this is the difference bet weene the choſen and the repꝛobate. 
That the electe (bæyng now Alyens and ſcraungers bany- 
.Thedde, doe erpece and hope flug u perpetuall habitation 
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in heauen, 2 do ſo much the leſſe delight in the krayle ioyes 
cf this pꝛeleut lyfe, bycauſe they hope to recepue the icyes 
bout end which are to come, x to raigne with Chꝛiſt foz 
c..cr. Vut the tepꝛobate, haue their countrey here. And vn⸗ 
to the deſires of this like, they one ly doe cleaue,andtherfoze 
aſcer this life they are ſent into euerlaſtyng banyſhement, 
whereas lacking all plcatures and delightes, they doe ones 

ly ſuffer aduer ſitie in toꝛments. 
OR.” e Cuangc liſt Pathew in his ſeuenth Chapiter hath 
00 1. | 1; eg theſe wozdes: Enter (02 Loe in by the narow cate, fo: the 
and the brode Way ts bzcadand cpen Which leadeth vnto diſtruction; and 
wy to petdi matiy there he which goe in thereat, But the way is ſtraight 
*. aid the gate narow which leadeth to euerlaſting life, and 
fewe there be which kynde it out. Theſe woꝛdes pꝛocet ded 
from our ſauiour Chꝛiſt, and are repoꝛted by bis Cuangeliſt 
ſaint athew And what could haue bin ſpoke moze terrible 
then theſe wo2des :? oz what ſoundeth moze thund2zingly in 
eur cares ? It had bene ſufficient to terrific the ſtouteſt hart, 
if Chꝛiſt had onely ſayde: The way of ſaluation is ſtraight, 
and b20ad 02 wide opf is the way of dampnatiõ Whereby it 
might haue bene ſufficietly apparat how hard it is to be ſa- 
ued, and how eaſte to be dampned. But he pzoceedeth ſaping; 
That verte fewe doe finde the ſtraight way or ſaluation, and 
that derie many doc walke in the voyde open way to damp- 
nation. Whereby he doeth enſinuate alſo tf that right fewe 
ſhal be ſaued, and verie many dampned. The which he doth 
mo2c cnidently ſet downe in another place ſaying ; Pany 
Math.zz, are called, but fewe are choſen , Zherefoze who would not 
fcare,yea and trembleto heare theſe wo2des,if he be of ths 
faythful,and haue obteyned a linely beliefe in Chꝛiſt Jeſus? 
Foz the faith and true dutie of a chꝛiſtian is ſuch and ſo mi⸗ 
ſcicall, ſo great and vet ſo difficult,that although we certain- 
ly know by the teſtimonie of Gods ſpirite the certaintie of 
our ſaluation in Chꝛiſt, pet ſhould euerie wayfaring man in 
this woꝛlde doe beric well to feare and fozecaſt leaſt bee in 


reſpect of iufirmitis of debe hould dall and offer, andſo 
conſe- 


4 #4 


The Ne eedels Eye. 


conſequently ſhould doe well to walke in dꝛead and rene- 

rence befoze the Lo2v God, Ao: as we are bound fo belene 

that after this tranũtozie lyfe we ſhall be bought befoze 

the Tribunall feate of Chziſt, the everlaſting God, and in⸗ 

fallyble,dzeadfull, and moſte iuſte iudge: there to recepue 
fcom him eyther euerlaſting paynes of hell fpze,o2 the cuers 
laſting ioyes of heauen:euen ſo if we behold the lame with 
& cleare and lyuely fayth, it were wonderfull ik euer wee 
ſhould be free from trembling and dꝛead. But the malice and 
necligence that is in vs doeth blynde our hartes. oz if we 
were to paſſe thꝛough a field o2 place full cf therues, wher⸗ 
in fewe paſſengers 02 wayfaring men had eſcaped, who 
were he that would not feare ercevingly to light in dan⸗ 
ger of coꝛpoꝛall death: But now we paſſe and walke dayly 
thzough a fielde of this wicked wo2lde,repleniſhed with all 
kynde of duntliſh temptations , Wherein(as is aboueſayde) 
verte fewe in compartſon voe eſcape dampnation , Neyther 
vet doe we feare but laugh, playe, ſpoꝛte, and banquet, Yea 
we are thꝛoughly repleniſhed with a vapne and meſte pe⸗ 
rillous ſecuritie oz caretulneſſe. But i my welbeloucd) let it 
not bee ſo, let it not fo2 Gods ſake) bee ſo amongeſt vs, 
Let vs not ſo ſuperficially heare the wozdes of Ch: itt, leaſt 
we neglect, yea and loſe-our ſelues in vnrecouerable, vatol- 
lerable, and cternall viſtrucion , Let vs rather p2ofoundly, 
and cunninglp, fulfill the wo2des of our ſauiour, thinking al⸗ 


wayes vpon that which is waitten: Sanctifie the Lo2de of zcy.s. 
Hoſtes,fo2 he is your feare,and your terrour. And agapne: g, z 


Be thou all day in the feare of God, x thou ſhalt haue wher⸗ 


on to hope in the lacter day. Whervpon Pieremie alſo con⸗ niere. 10. 


ſidering theſe things ſayd : There is no man lyke vnto ther 
15 Loꝛde) thou arte greate, and thy name is alſo greate in 


rength . And who ſhall not be afeard of the O Bing of 
kingdomes 2 Wherevpon it is alſo wzitten: Great t won- 


derfull are thy wozkes (O Lo2d God omnipotent)tuſt and Apoc.7. 


true are thy wayes O Loꝛde) and King of all wozldes. 
Who wil not magnifte and feare thy holy name, bicauſe thy 
| Lf, iudge⸗ 
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iu are matiifeft But befoze J wade any further, 
let me ſay a little of the wozdes befoze rehearſed of our ſa- 
nisur Ch:ilt. Foz he ſayth that the way is narow e the gate 
Kraight, which leadeth to ſaluation, D2 rather(as 3 take it) 
he ſayth that þ way is verie nato, i the gate very ſtraight, 
Fo: inp he demaundeth interrogatiuely,how ſtraight is the 
wap. ec. It is to be vnderſtod ; he ment very ſtraight and 
narow. But he plainly affirmeth that the way is bꝛoad and 
ſpations which leadeth to euerlaſting dampnatid, And by the 
wozdes befo2e rehearced, the vnderſtanding hereofis made 
manifeſt, Fo2 as J haue a little befoze alledged, there are two 
kyndes of wayes which men walke in. One b2ight e ver- 
tuous,(the which is the way of the choſen, which fearfully 
and carefully ſcrue the Loꝛd God) t that is the ſtraight and 
narrow way. Fo2 as much as knowledge and vertue are al- 
wayes occupyed about hardeſt things, (As J will hereafter 
moze playnly declare.) And there is another vitious i dark- 
ſome way, which is the way oꝛ lyfe-bf the repꝛobate, the 
which is accoumpted bzoad and ſpatious, bitauſe it is an ea- 
fie matter to declyne from the rules ofreaſon, z to faynte 
from the right lyne of vertue, and to omit the diuine lawes 
of Gods commanndements. And pet about this poynte the 
Philoſophers had ſome queſtton:not altogither vapzofitable 
heere to be rehearſed, Fo2 whereas by their opinion,reaſon 
coueteth alwayes to the belt things, + vertue(by Damaſ⸗ 
cencs opinyon) is accoꝛdyng to nature conſenting vnto rea- 
ſon: yea and by Tullyes, o2 rather by Auguſtines and Bay 
Þ ſiles opinion, there are certayne ſparkes o2 ſedes of ver- 
Rid! tunes bozne and bzedde in vs, it might ſeme thereby that 
|| vertue were verie eaſie and light to be followed. Whervn- 
5 to J would anſwere that God ſurely hath put in vs by rege- 
WE neration wil to follow vertues wherby(by grace)they might 
It ſeme light and caſte to be obtayned , But the difficultie ry⸗ 
| ſeth vpon our owne imperfections, coꝛruptions, and infec- 
tions, whereby we are alwayes moꝛe p2one to the euil then 
to the god, Puch the rather though the ozyginall fin which 

we 
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we bought with vs, the which doth cötinuallp make fours 
great e deadly woundes in our ſoules)to wete : ignoꝛante in 
vnderſtãding, malice in willing,infirmitie in paſſion, g con- 
cice in appetite oz deſire, Pozeouer by þ Philoſophers 
alſo it fallethout,y the further of oꝛ diſtant Þ cur in- 
tellectuall ſubſtance is from þ firſt being(which is þ viupne 
vnderſtading,þ very perfect end t ſkope wherunto all things 
ar to haue relati6)ſo much þ moꝛe difficult it is, by ſo much 
the harder means, it may attein vnto þ ſame, Che ſince that 
the reaſonable ſoule of man is ſo much inferio2.in þ rancke 
t oꝛder of intellectual natureszasÞ therin þ inte lleaual light 
is ſofeble þ in (it ſelf)it is at þ firſt like a ſmoth playned 
Table to be payr-** vpen,(but not yet paynted)it is playn 
and enident pot ut (elf)it ſhovid verie hardly attayne vnto 
the vttermoſt ſcope and end therefoze appointed, which is 
the maicttie of the eternal God. As alſo the p2opoſictd wilbe 
true if we ſpeake of p natural felicitie of the ſoule, the na- 
turall vertues in vs. Wyerfoze by ſtronger reaſd it is much 
moꝛe to be verified, if we ipeak of þ ſupernatural beatitude 
thereof (which is the ſight + be holding of God face to face) 
ſince þ vertues of þ vttermoſt end oz ſcope,are by all compa- 
riſon moze excellent t moge loſtie, then the naturall beati⸗ 
tude, oꝛ naturall vertues of our ſoule. Whereby on ſonic 
bath great ne&de of the inte ſſaunt helpe, motion, inſppꝛati⸗ 
on, and grace of God , Fo2 there are almoſte ynnumera- 
ble of vertues which doe davly happen vn- 
to vs, as well by the meanes of our owne fleſhe,as alſo by 
the wozld and the diuell. By the which wee are not ſmally 
hindered, dꝛawen backe, and fozeſiowed from all vertuous 
tonuerſation. Whervpon Bernard ſayth: The firſt impedy- 
ment and greeuous that we finde in our wap, is 
the very neceſſitie of our life. The which whileſt it requireth 
now meat, then pe, ſuch other things neceCarte,it doth 
without doubt oftentimes hinder withdꝛaw vs from ſpiri⸗ 
tual exerciſes. And as þ Apoſtle ſaith:The diuel goeth about 
lyke a roaring Lyon ſ&kyng __ n he may deuour , Pea 
| 1. N. any 
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and the woꝛld alſo doeth pzeſent many (nay to mafiy)offers' 
tes and lets from doing well + vertuouſly,S0 that it is ves 
ric harde alwayes to keepe in the meanc and middle of ver- 
tue, and neuer to decline to any of the vitious extreames. 
But yet (as Dyoniſtus teacheth)vertue it ſelfe, oꝛ the acti⸗ 
an therof pꝛocerdeth of an entire and vninerſal cauſe, wher⸗ 
in all the circumſtances of vertue it ſelf doe concurre. But 
vyce doth conſiſt of the defect oz imperfection of any circum- 
ſtance, and is commonly ſeene to erre, fayle, and periſh by 
infinyte meanes , Where vpon Salomon ſayde: The num⸗ 
ber of fœles is infinite. So that we ſe ſuffittently howe the 
way of vertue is ſtraight and narow, But the way of vyces 
is ſpatious and large, Cſpectally to the vnwyſe and vnper⸗ 
fecte,but not ſo much to them which are of god zeale to per⸗ 
fection,as Mall be hereafter declared. 
A certayne man ſapd vnto Jeſus: Lo2d fell me how ſhall 
J doe: ſince there are but fewe which are ſaned, And Chꝛiſt 
made an were in the firſt of Luke, ſaying:ſtryue pe to enter 
oꝛ goe in by the narow gate. Notifying thereby the woꝛdes 
befoꝛe rehearſed to pꝛous the ſmall number of them which 
ſhal be ſaued. And furthermoꝛe foꝛ the better vnderſtanding 
howe ſtraight and narow the way is which leadeth to ſalua⸗ 
tion, marke we the woꝛds of Gregorius ſaying: The ſtraight 
and narow way wherin cuerie man is conſtrained to walk, 
(which doth carefully regard the fulfilling of Gods commaſi- 
dements is to live in this woꝛlde, and pet to haue no maner 
concupiſcence thereof. Zo couet none other mens gods, nei⸗ 
ther yet greedily to retaine our owne, to diſpiſe the pzayſes 
of þ woꝛld, to loue fo: god)to be reuiled, to flte frõ gloꝛp, to fo⸗ 
low Þ which is diſpiſed, to hate flattery, to honoꝛ ſuch as ſet 
light by y woꝛld, to foꝛgiue the which offfd vs fr our harts, 
and fo coſerue y grace of charitie vumoneably in all things; 
As alſo p fruits of repftance(as abſtinence, watching, x pꝛay⸗ 
ing, togither w the renouncing ofour wils x cocupiſrerifes 
are ſtraight / narow paſſages which wil bꝛing him trauai⸗ 
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fuch an vncõparable reward, which neyther exe hath ſne, 
eare hath hard, no2 the hart 4 thought of man is able to cõ⸗ 


pꝛehende, which is eur the pure, and cuerlaſting Beatitude 
— full + moſt perfect, which is euen god himſelfe, b bleſ⸗ 
ſed, ſupereralted,4 vameſureable goncſſe. And herein bur 
intollerable neclygence,ouerthwart paruerſeneſſe, + feuth- 
fulneſſe maye apeare. @ynce fo2 ſuch an viiſpeakeable 
treaſure we cannot take payne to treade and trauayle in that 
narrowe way, no not foꝛ aſmall tune 02 to2ny , Whervpon 
Chꝛiſoſtome ſayth: Thou art comaunded( O mian)to walke 
in the narowe way. Why then doeſt thou queſtiõ + curyouſl- 
ly ſearch foz eaſe 4 aboundaunce, they which ſerue woꝛldly 
Pꝛinces doe aſke no ſuch maner of demaunds . Dnely they 
enqupꝛe if they ſhall haue gaynes t rewarde. The which be⸗ 
ing ones knowe + anſwered,they refuſe no laboꝛ no2 paine, 
they eſchewno daunger,they deny not to doe any þ moſt vyle 
92 paynefull dewty v̊ they are ſet vnto They ſuffer + abyd, 
trauayle,longe i perilous to2neyes, deſpights,punyſhments 
and alterations of tymes . And all this fo2 þ hope of gayne 
and the greedineſſe of mony, But we cotrarily({ which ſhould 
ſeeke heaue + the infinite treaſures therof doe ſtreyne much 
curteſie fo2 þ eaſe of our bodies, 4 dyſdayne to ſuffer any ad- 
uerſity.1Behold how much we are moze tẽder tmoꝛe miſer- 
able the they: what ſayeſt thou O man : 02 what dseſt thou? 
thou pꝛepareſt thy ſelf to clyme into heaue,+ demaundeſt yet 
if any dyfficulty oz ſtoppe be in thy waye . If any rough oz 
paineful thing is like to entountre ther. Vea thou art not here⸗ 
of aſhamed, neither doeſt thou bluſh hereat, but kurthermoꝛe 
doeſt euen (as pet were) bury thy ſelle quicke in p earth. 
Now put the caſe that thou ſhouldeſt certeynly mete with 
all euil things vnder p ſõne, it all perills poſſible were imi⸗ 
net vnto thee, if iniuries, daunders, quarels, fy2e, ſwo2de, 
wyld beaſts, nuſfo2tunes,h eſſe, pea ⁊ all the euils 
that may be told oꝛ thought of attones ouerwhelme 
thee, ſhould not al theſe thinges ſeeme vnto thee rydiculous, 
* 2 to be contempned, in reſpect of ſuche and ſo 
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great a treaſure and reward as thou thereby ſhouldeſt win, 
wherfoze let no mi be ſo abiect 82 vnhappp, noꝛ of ſo baſe and 
coward lyke a mynde, p whiles he wytheth to atteyne hea- 
nue, her be carefull about the earthly reſt and velightes 
of this woꝛlde. Foz it ſhould be to him vndecent not onely 
to ſ&ke after them, but to eſteeme oz honoz them when they 
be already obteyned. Wherevpon Gregozius ſayth ; No 
payne is great, neither ought any tyme to ſeeme long wher- 
by we may wynne the glozy of the euerlaſting kingedome. 
Let vs labour therfoze toutly, e fight hardly agaynſt vyces. 
Pea let it be moſt pleaſant vnto vs to be weryed in the ſer⸗ 
nice and warces of God, Bicauſe we are aſſured that our la⸗ 
bour ſhall not be in vayne. But that God of his mercy wyll 
reward our fayth . Fo2 ſuch as are not ſet on wozke here w 
men ( eſpecyally in actuall repentaunce) and are not ſkurgey 
oꝛ punyſhed as men in this lyfe, ſhalbe ſkourged and toz- 
mented with wicked ſpirites in the wozld to come by the o⸗ 


floath, and foz the better Ey2ringe vp and warmynge of 
dur cold mindes, let vs conflder how many and how create 
paynes men doe ſuffer and endure foz earthly, frayle, and 
ſmall comodyties . That euen pet thereby we maye learne 
( foz the louc of GD D, foz the inherytaunce of his king- 
dome, and fo; the euerlaſting felycytie ) to walke waryly 
and woꝛthyly in this narrowe path. Let vs learne fo de- 
ſpyſe all wozldly vanyties, and make oblation of our ſelues 
to God altogither with an vnfayned harte and devotion, 
Foꝛ as Auguſtin doth by þ way rehearſe, vnto what lozms 
and tempeſtes, what d2cadfull and hozryble rearing of 
the wyndes and Wwanes, doe merchauntes ſubmitt 
themſetues, to get ryfches which are fadyng and ſhal ſone 
peryſhe oꝛ be loſt? yea ritches which bzinge greater ſtoꝛmes 
of care ts keepe them, then they kounde trouble oz papnes 
in ſerking them 4 What rages, what furpes, what coldes, 
what perylles, by (ea, by lande, in dennes, in deſerte, doe 
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hunteſmen hazard foz the poꝛe pꝛape of a ſelly bealt ?Yea 
how longe can they hunger and thirſt, and how vyle meates 
tan they be contented with all, oz the obteyning of the ſamee 
men luer thiſelues to be cut i launced, to be burnt x ſeared, 
that they may remoue ( no everlaſting payne but a payne of 
ſmal cõtine waũte, W a payne of greater patiece. The Bnight 
and ſouldiers vndertake moſt crewel war res foz ſmall + try- 
flyng pleaſures in this ſhozte and vncerteyne lyfe. Vea they 
ſpende oftentimes nioze peares in attayning they: deſires, 
then they lyue afterwardes to eniope them But in all theſe 
examples, ſuch as loue not the things rehearſed, doe thyncks 
them greeuous . And they which doe loue them, ſuffer the 
ſame ertremeties alſo, but thinke them nothing greuous , 
Foz loue maketh p hardell, ſeuereſt, moſt greeuous things 
to ſeme eaſie, gentle, lyght, and almoſt nothyng at all. Let 
charytie then be able to oke much moze effycacy, yea let 
it make vs moꝛe patient, moze happy, and moꝛe ſtowte, the 
greedy couetouſneſſe can make them fo2 the obfeynings of 
mere myſerpes. Dynte we may be ſure to obteyne the 
true and eucrlaſting treaſure of felicify , Let all tempo; 
all aduerſitie be eaſely bozne by vs, when wer mays 
both auopde and eſkape thereby (as by a fruite of our fayth) 
euerlaſtinge payne, and obteyne. alſo an euerlaſtinge 


reygne 

Foz the paſſiones of this tfpozall wozld, are nat ſufficyent 
wozthy foz þ glozy to come, which ſhalbe reuealed in vs as 
Apoſtle ſaith:Let vs not ſerue god w afluggiſh minde, luke⸗ 
warme zeale, but let vs miniſtre vnto hym with a fernente 
ſpirite , leaſt he turne the ſentence of that Renelation 
vpon vs: Iknowe thy deedes that thou art neither hot 
no2 cold. And bicauſe thou art leuke warme neypther hott 
5 therfoze will J begin to vonumpt ther out of my 


The firſt chmaundement is : Thou thalt lone Þ Lozve thy 
n ſoule. Mith all thy minde 
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and with all thy power. And this comaundement conteineth 
in it the ende, the rule, and the perfection of all the com- 
maundementes , To the full accomplythement whereof (as 
much as mape poſſtbly by vs be perſoꝛmed) not onely all ths 
cther commanndementes, but all the dyſcyplyne of Chitin 
his holy goſpell, doe alſo tende. And this commaundement 
is nct fully fulfilled and accomplyſhed at any tyme in this 


woꝛld, vntill we come to the euerlaſting kyngdome p2epared, 


Pet ſuch as with full deuoytion and ſyncerity of mynde doe 
renounce and foꝛſake all woꝛldly vanities which may hynder 
their loue towards the diuyne Pateſtte, and doe onely bend 
they2 eyes towards God acco2dinge to their dewty, doe goe 
neareſt to the accomplyſhment and fulfillynge of this com- 
maundement. But when we haue done all that we can, pet 
are we bnpzofitable , And pet enery wayfarynge man 
which ioꝛnpeth and trauapleth in this lyfe to attapne vn- 
to the euerlaſtinge hyngdome, muſt thus farrefo2th fulfill 
it, that her loue nothing moze then GD D, noz nothyng 
that is contrarpe to his will. Pea any that he reioyſe fi 


nally in nothyng but in OO D onely, Now then wee 


haue ſayd much of this ſtreyght and narrowe waye to ſal- 
nation . And thereby it kalleth ont that it is the obſer- 
ning and kepyng of Gods commaundementes in holy 
ſcryptures conteyned, and of the leſſonnes taught vs by 
our ſauiour Ch2ilt , Tet vs then alſo confider which bee 
thoſe Trepght commaundementes and p2eceptes, foꝛ the di⸗ 
ficulty. whereof Chꝛiſt hymlelfe dyd affy2me that the ſayd 
waye was ſo ſtreyght and the gate ſo narrowe , And againe 
that the wave was ſo bꝛode and ſpatyons which led vnto 
euerlaſtinge damnation. Behold our ſauiour ſayth then: 
Pau haue hard it ſayd ( quod her) Chou ſhalt not kyll. But 
A ſap vnto pou that whole euer is angrye with his bꝛother, 
halbe gyltie in iudgement. But her which ſayth vnto his 
bꝛother Racha:( That is a woꝛde of dyſdayne oꝛ repꝛoche) 
be ſh übe gylty to be condempned by p whole councell. And 
he Which ſayth to his brother: wle, he ſhalbe * of hell 
x Ga ze, 
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fy2e, which is encrlaſting cõdempnation. Js this now not a 
hard 4 freight ſentence 2 but moꝛeouer he ſayth: Pon haue 


hard that it was ſated of olde: Then ſhalt not fozſweare, Marke. 12. 


but J ſaye vnto you, ſweare not at all. But let pour tem- 
munycatiod be yea ;pea : and nay: nay: Whercvpen alſo the 
apoſtle James in his Epiſtle ſayth : Py bzethzen aboue 
ali thinges ſweare not. Agayne our Dauyour ſayeth : Re- 
ſiſt you not the euill dwer . But if any man ſtryke ycu on 
the icft choke, turne the other vnto him hliſo. And he which 
will contende with ther in Judgement and take thy cote 
from thee , geue him alſo thy cloke , Lone pour enempes, 
doe well to them that hate you, and pꝛaye fo2 them which 
perſecute you and quarrell with vou. What thing can bee 
haider then this wo2de ?: Fo2 euen as it is moſt caſie x moſt 
naturall fo2 a man to loue his freind, euen ſo it is moſt hard 
and moſte vnnaturall foz a man to lone his enempe. And 
pet as Vierome ſayth, it is neceſſarpe towardes ſaluati- 
on . Naye rather ( ſayth he) he which hateth any one man, 
doth loue no man truely and ſpirytually. No neyther can 


he loue himſelfe , noz God, being in ſuch greeuous and hep⸗ 
nous ſinne. 


offences one to another neyther will pour heauenlp father 
kozgeue you your ſinnes . And agayne he ſayvth : Laye 


rowe , And a!ſo ; Judge not and you ſhall net be iud- 


ge Rd 
Furthermoꝛe, thynke not ſayth he) that 7 came to ſet peace 
in the woꝛld. J came not to ſet peace, hut the ſwozde , Foz 


J came to ſeperate the Sonne from the Father, the daugh- ,,... .. 
ter from the mother, and the ſonnes wyfe from her father by | ue. 14. 


lawe . And then: Ve which loueth father oz mother moꝛt 
then me he is not wozthy of me .Alſothe which taketh not vp 
bis Croſſe and foloweth me, he is not wozthy of me And 


in another plate: The kingdome ofheauen doth ſuffer wꝛong Mach. 11. 
0; violence, and vet the violente do take cuen thatby foꝛce. Kale · vs. 


P.). And 


Furthermoze our Sauiour ſayth : Jf vou doe not foꝛgeue Math, 6. 


not vp treaſure in carth and bee not carefull fo; to moz⸗Tukc 12. 


Mat. 12, 
Luke . 


Mat. 19. 
Mar, 10. 


Luke, 18. 


Math. 20. 


Luke .6 


Math. 19, 
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And agayne ; Foz every idell wo2de that men fpeake , they 
ſhall render accoumpt in the day of iudgement. And likewiſe 
he that will come after me, let him denye himſelfe and take 
vp his Crofſe dayly and folowe me. Foz he which wyll 
— his ſoule , let hym leeſe it. Foz he whiche loſeth hys 
lyfe fo2 me, he ſhall finde it agayne , And then thus: Wo 
be to hym by whome offences come: And: Wlhoſocuer 
offendeth one of theſe lyttle ones (beleuing in me it were 
botter ſoꝛ him that a mylſtone were tyed about his necke, 
and he downed in the depth of the Seca. And agapne: 
Unleſſc you conuerte andbecome as one of theſe lyttle ones, 
you ſhall not enter into the kingedome of beauen , Vere⸗ 
with not foꝛgetting that: It is eaſyer foz a Camell toen- 
ter though a Needles eye then foz a rytch man to enter 
into the kingdome of GOD ' We muſt remember alſo 
where he ſayth: Whoſocucr amoungeſt you weulde be 
greateſt , let hrm be your. myniſter oz ſcruaunt And: 
No be ta you rytch men which haue your conſolation here. 
Wo be to you which are filled, foz you ſhall hunger. Wo 
be to you which laugh now, foꝛ you ſhall mourne and werpe. 
Vo be to you when men ſhall pꝛayſe and blefſe you,D; thus: 
what ſeſt thou a moth in thy bꝛothers eye, and canſt not 
ſce a beame in thyneowne? Well : Jeſus ſaped vnto a cer» 
tayne man: folowe me. And he anſwered Lo2d ſaffer me 
firſt to go and burpe my father. And Jeſus ſayd; Suffer 
thou the deade to burye their deade , And he ſayth : Feare 
not them which kyll the body but cannot Kyll the ſoule | 
But feare you him Which hath power to thꝛowe the body 
and ſoule into everlaſting fyze , 
And in another place: O fole ; This night ſhall they take 
thy ſoule from thee , Then whoſe ſhall that be which thou 
hat gathered ? And there vvon: Such is euery man which 
bo2deth vp treaſure and is not rytch in GOD. Mhat 
thould we ouerpaſſe theſe ſentences, Sell that you poſſeſſe 
and geue almes., Anleſſe you repent you ſhall all peryſhe 
to gither. 

| Depart 
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Departe from me all vou which haue done wichedly. Wthe 
thou makeſt a dynner oꝛ ſupper, doe not bydthy rendes, thy 
b2eth2en, thy kynſmen, no2 thy nert rytch neigbbeurs, le aſt 
peraduenture they byd there aganne . And ſo thou be wel re⸗ 
tompented. But when thou makeſf7 a feat, call the pie, 
the weake , the halte and lame, and the blynde, and thou 
alt be bleſſed , If amp man come vato me and doe not 
hate his father, mother, wyfe, chyldꝛen, brotheren and 
fiſters , yea, and his owne ſoule, he cannot ber my 
diſcyple. 
And he which doth not ſoꝛſake all that he hath, cannot be my 
diſtyple. And that which is hyghly eſteemed with men, is 
abhompnation in the fight ef Cod. Fynally : Wihen you 
haue done al! that which was commaunded pou, then 
ſaye : We are vnp2dfitable ſernauntes , we haue rorme 
but that which we ought and were bounde to dae. 
Agayne: Cuery man which cralteth himſelfe ſhalbe brought 
lowe. And he which doth hunible himſelfe halbe exalted Be⸗ 
ware leaſt vou ouercharge your bodpes with gluttonp, dꝛon⸗ 
kennefſe, oꝛ the cares ot this woꝛzlde. By theſe and infinite 
other places (m derrely beloue d thou mayſt perccine how 
ſtreyght in deede and how narrowe , the wave and gate are 
which leade to ſaluation. But of theſe before rehearced 
paſſages , ſome perteyne vnto the comma undements , And 
there vnto all men are bounden. Some other are of conneefl 
and aduyſe, which neuertheleſſe are to be obſerued of as ma⸗ 
ny as p2efefc Charlt ſincerely. Vea ſuthermoꝛe the ſelte ſame 
may apeare by dyuers other Scryptures, Foz the Apoſtle 
ſayth: They which are of Ch2i haue crucifyed they? fieſhe 
with the vyces and concupyſences thereof, Nhoſocuer ther- 
fe2c doe net extinguiſh vyte and concupiſence , noꝛ chaſtyſe 
theyꝛ bodpes,they then perteyne not vutoChailt. Agayne : A 
wyddowe (ſaith he) which liueth in delightes, is dead liuing. 
Foz though ſhe line by lyſe of nature, pet is the dead by the 
death of puniſhment and iudgement. Then if delight kul lyfe 
be a fault oꝛ ſinne in wyddowes, how — mo2e blameful is 
P.it, it to 
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19 it to be thought in ſuch as ought by reaſon of their bocatiß 
1 to be gydes and paternes of godlyneſſe to others? Here vnto 
4 many thinges might be added, but let theſe ſuffiſe , And 
| theſe ( welbeloued) J haue here thus rehearced,to the end 
3 might thereby induce the to the feare of God, the watch , 
ful care of thy harte, and to the diligent reading cf ſcripturs, 
leaſt thon ſhouldeſt in vayne batter thy ſelfe with gods mer⸗ 
cye. And ſo become one of their ſocyetie which walke in 
the bꝛoad and ſpatyous waye . Foz as the Apeftle ſayeth : 
"$1 If we ſuffer with Chzilt , wer ſhall alſo reygne with 
& Ch2yft . if wee bee pacyente wyth him, we ſhall alſs 
i lyue wyth him , Pea, and muſt we not accozdyng to the 
Apoſtles wozdes , entre into heauen by many trybulati- 
ens? But it is true ( which GD D fozbyde Gould be veri⸗ 
fied in thee) which Bernard ſayth:Lozde many would reigne 
with thee , but they will not ſuffer with thee , Pany would, 
be with thee but fewe will folowe thee . Pany would finds 
thee but fewe doe ſeeke thee, let vs not be afeard 
to beare trybulafions ſynce Vierome fayth : No ſeruaunt 
of Ch2ilt is without frybulation, And if thou ſuffer no tri⸗ 
bulation , it ſeemeth thereby that thou haſt not begonne to 
be the ſeruaunt of God, 
A cheſe not- Dur ſweete Sauiour fo2 the recomfoꝛte of mankynde did 
with ſtanding ſape as Mathew rehearſeth in the eleuenth Chapiter of his 
acdc vat Goſpel, theſe wozdes ; Come vnto me all ve that tranayle 
de andarcheauye loden, and J will refreſhe you , Take my 
lighs, poke vpon pou, and learne by me foz Jam meeke and 
bumble in harte. Foz my rohe is ſwecte and my burden 
lyght . 
Theſe woꝛdes cur ſauiour Chʒiſt ſpake of himſelfe, Wher- 
with we mult vnderſtand that the yoke of Chꝛiſt is none 0- 
ther thing then the lawe of the Goſpell, o2 the perfozmw 
N aunce and wary heede of Gods commaundementes. By 
1 the which we are bounde vnder the obedyence of his holy 
| wo and are reſtreyned oz ſeperate from this woꝛldely 
pre. 
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And the burden of our Sauicur may be vnderſlode by the 
pbſeraation of his holy woꝛdes . And of ſuch a poke it is 
wzytten : It is god foz the man Which hath boꝛne the 
poke ( enen from his youth ) which the repꝛobate doe put 
from them. Accoꝛding to that ſayinge of Hierempe from 
the begynnpng thou halt broken and caſt of the poke and 
ſaped: J will not ſerue Do that we mape percepue 
that in effec all is one, the narrowe waye and ſtreight 
gate leading to ſaluation , and the poke and burden of 
dur Sauiour Check. But then ſome will ſaye : If 
the waye ber regt and the gate narrowe, howe can 
the yoke ol Chee hi ſwatc and hys burden lyght : 
Wherevnfo 4 gam were that the ſelfe ſame yoke, pes 
and ige ſelle ſain? wage, are freight, narrowe, payne- 
full, and vnpleſaunt to ſuche as are folyſhe, vnperfect, 
and wot vet 2 in fpirytuall lyfe, noꝛ haue pet 
taſted the ſweet the lame The. which neuer⸗ 
theleſſe to the „the vertcous, pure, and Godly 
zeales , ! ng jet ue God ferucntly and loue him, is 
bꝛoade, caſye, and molt pleaſaunt . Do that that they 
rather rune fpavely , walke leaſurely ther 
in, * 
Wherevpon the holy and Pzacely P2ophefe confeſſed 
ſayinge : J haue rune all the wapes of thy comaunde- 
mentes whiles thou haſt dylated and enlarged my harte. 
And agayne : J haue walked at large ( ſayth he) bicauſe 
IF ſoucht out thy commanndementes , To conclude , ns 
as — „ no no foazme., doth moze dcelectably oz read;- 
ly wozke in mannes myide, then loue , Fo2 loue of his 
owne pꝛoper nature and reaſon, enclyncth and dzaweth 
the loner to atuall louing. Wherevpon it is compared 
bato a weight. Now, therefoze fince charytie is the cauſe, 
gouernefſe , and Cmpeeſſe of all merytozyous deedes, the 
which charytie) is called the lyfe of the ſoule, and with⸗ 
out it nothing is meritozious:yt is therby cuid?t that þ moze 
we da p2ofit t pꝛocede in z 77; of * the moꝛe we 
aL, dor 
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doe delectably excerciſe all thinges that p2oc&de from god. 
Vea ſomuch the moze we doe hartely abhozrc thoſe thinges 
which pertcine vato the wo2zlde., @ythens p vato him which 
loueth fernftly,nothing can be moze pleaſant then to do any 
thing y may ſeme acceptable vnto his beloued. Fo2 true lone 
eſteemeth nothing to be hard, greruous, rough, oꝛ deadly. Vea 
let vs conſider if any payne, any ſtrypes, oꝛ any woundes 02 
death it ſelfe can duertde 02 daunte true 4 hart loue: ſurely 
no. Fo2 if it be perfect loue in dede, it ouertõmeth al things 
yet facleth no paynes , The loue of God is an infallyble 
treaſure . Be that hath it, is rytch . And whoſocuer lacketh 
that, is pozc and needy though he haue all the woꝛ ld at will, 
And therefo2e well doe ing doth ſomuch the moe delight the 
myndes of men, and finnes doc ſomuch the moze y2zke and 
dyſcontent them, as they fynde in theyz hartes a perfect and 
ſincere loue towardes God that higheſt and vnchaungeable 
godneſſe , Arriſtotle the heathen Phyloſopher confeſſed 
that it was a perfect ſigne c2 token of vertue , to bee des 
iyghted in the acyen thereof. And ſurely true it is that 
the moꝛe vertuous wee bercome, the moꝛe we are deligh⸗ 
led to ercercyſe and dor e true kruites o repentaunce , 
Agayne: As nature, is the very begenning of all naturall 
actiones + operatios, fo gods greate grace (woꝛkyng in vs) 
is the verpe firſt, fozmall, unmmedpate, and intruſecall 
deginning of all god and acceptable da des. And euen as they 
which are naturally) wel diſpoſed, dw exerciſe W caſe a grrat 
delight ſuch wozks x opera as perteyne vnto nature, ſo 
whe a man beginneth ones to abounde in p grace of god, the 
be doth aiſo (daily moꝛe iopefully t with Þ better will exer⸗ 
ciſe himſelf in gods cõmaundements x god deedes. And this 


bappeneth moſt ofte vnto ſuch as are mecke 4 hunible cf hart. 
Whervpon Bernard ſaith: Nothing is hard to p humble, no: 
nsthing vnpleaſant to ſuch as are mecke of hart. And right 
eaſily are þ tõmaundements effedually kept, when þ grace 
of Cod doth giue and gyde fozwardnes of will, « obedyence 
with true humplitie doe appeals the Juvg*s a” 
Zeptyher 
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Neither can a man ſay that he ſerueth foꝛ meere neceſſytie, 
when the thing which he is commaunded to dec, is of him 
right hartely laued and deſired , Then if we deepely and ef- 
fectually conſider that it is fo: Gods loue that we doc ſuch 
thinges as we take in hand, we {hall then thinke nothing to 
be hard oz difficulte , Nay rather if we ſhould all dye fo: 
him, 92 exccute and fulfill all verteous exertyſes fo2 his 
ſake, we thall it be able to doe nothing wozthy of the beni⸗ 
fites which we haue receaued at his handes. And therevpon 
Gregoꝛius ſayth if the mynde be ones fired in God with a 
ſtedfaſt entent , then we cſteeme all thinges to be ſweete 
and pleaſaunt howe bytter oz ſower ſo euer they chaunce 
to be. Yea, we ſhall fynds greate reſt aud qupet in all 
thoſe thinges which doe afflict vs, 

Futhermo2e it is certayne, that the moꝛe a mans mynde be 
bent vnto any one thing earneſtly, ſomuch the moꝛe his en⸗ 
tontions towards any other thinge be llackened and laide a⸗ 
ſyde, Then euen as the louers of this wozld (which do al- 
together wꝛappe and enfold themſelues in the deſyꝛes ther- 
of,x are altogether ottupyed in vayne and tranſitoꝛy things) 
doe (as it were) lothe and are weary of ſpirituall and godly 
thinges, yea as they dse pꝛay vnto God haſtely and without 
an in warde affection, euen ſo thoſe which love GDD and 
doe wholly de dycate themſelues vnto his ſeruice, deſy2inge 
to cleaue moſt feruently vnto him, and to be whelly occupi- 
ed and tonioyned with him: doe hate fully abhoꝛre, lothe, and 
five from, thoſe thinges which apperteyne vnto the wo2lde. 
Pea they deſp2e and reioyſe to be vnceſſantly occupyed and 
tonuerſant in the pzayſesof God,and walke in the ſtreight x 
narrowe way with great delight and pleaſure. Herevpon it 
is that Gregozins wytneſſeth ſaying : loue is as ſtrong as 
death. Fo2 (ſapth he) euen as death doth kyll the coꝛpoꝛall 
body, ſo the loue of God dothe (thanngh the hope of eternall 
lyfe ) kyll in vs the loue of tempozall netichfes . Foz he 
whome the charitie ok GD D dothe \wallow bp, hym 
dothe it alſo make vnſenſyble- to the felynge of anye 
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externall deſpers. Foz it is of neceſſifie that the ſweetencefſe 
of Chꝛyſt Jcſus , ſhould make ſower and vnpleaſant the 
taſt of this lyfe , Theſe thinges then haue J here ſayed 
to the ende that J maye turne thee ( my welbeloned ) from 
the lou of the woꝛlde, and inupte ther vnto the meſt fin- 
cere end pcrfec delyghtfulnefſe in GOD , Yea that A 
mygdt entyſe thee vnto the Cate of perfecion , and enduce 
the to pꝛoue howe ſweete God is t howe pleaſant it is to 
ſerue hym ferucntly and famylyarely . So that thou may- 
eſt not oncly become a ſeruaunt, but alſo a frend, yea as 
beloved Donne cf thy creatoz and Haniour , Fo? this is 
mo2e wozthy to be deſyꝛed, then all this woꝛlde with all 
the gloꝛpe and pompe thereof , And J hope that the Loꝛde 
G © D wyll grannt thee vnderſtanding of all theſe thinges,. 
Fo? J pꝛeſume not to thynke that this myne exhe2fation 
will any waye p2ofit ther, vnleſce the holy Ghoſt bee pꝛe⸗ 
ſent and geue the taſt thercof and wyſdonre by his ſecrete 
enſpiratien , Fe2 it is wzytten : The infpiratien et the 
omnypotente , doeth geue vnderſtandinge and knowes 
ledge, it 
The frendſhip of this wo2!d is hafefal x enemy fo god Ther 
foe whoſocuer toueteth to be frendly vnlo this woz2lde, hee 
(all therby become an enemy vnto god. As Auguſtine well 
witneſſeth p onely lone x charytie,make diſtincton betweneþ 
ſonncs of god t the ſonnes of the Dtuill, Foz in þ ſonnes of 
god, the ſpirifuall ⁊ diuine love doth pzeuayle , Wherby they 
climbe entftinelp vnto heauely things, And in the ſonnes of 
the di:n{l,the loue of this woꝛld, yea the pꝛyuate, inoꝛdynate, 
and wicked luſt thereof ( which vnto godly charite are ſtrong 
poyſd)dw reigne t᷑ pꝛeuaple altogither. The whole text the of 
holy ſcripturs doth erhozt vs vnto þ exty2patide roting vp of 
this pꝛiuate t woꝛldly lone . As alſo it encourageth vs to the 
zofitable pzoccevings in charity x the loue of god : our neigh- 
2.Fnrthermoze þ is pꝛiuate lone by $ which we are turned 
backe bend to eſtceme our ſelues viticuſly, That is to ſay: 
by coucting thoſe things which are pꝛoũtable e delightfuli to 
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dur nature,moze then things which pertayne vnto god. As 
fo; example, riches, delights, honour, pꝛayſe, and ſuch other 
wozldly vanities. But he which doth truely loue him ſelfſ in 
god )doth cõttpne 4 thꝛow away all thoſe things as vile x ab- 
tet. I meane the ſuperfluous vſe therof,+ J take this woꝛde 
Contempning, oz vtter miſiyking fo2 the full and extreme 
Contempning oz miſlyking that a chziſtian ought to haue 
thereof, But bicauſe euerie creature of God is god, z ther⸗ 
fo:e to be lcued, and we are bidden 4 commaunded to loue 
cur enumpes, and not to contempne any man but our ſelues 
acco2ding to Cſayes woꝛdes: V de bee to thee which diſpi⸗ 
ſeſt: ſhalt not thou alſo be dilpiſede Here vpon aryſeth a que- 
ſtion,how it were to be enderffade that the holy ſcriptures 
doe tommaund vs to hate and diſpiſe this wozld, But if you 
marke my woꝛder well, rou ſhall percepne,that ſince euerie 
man which loneth the wozlde doeth thereby become an eni⸗ 
mie vato God, it falleth out alſo that the contempt of thys 
wozld is of neceſſitie vito laluation. Wherevpon ſome cus 
rious mynd might inferre that all ſecular people which are 
mary2d and therby doe lone cche other,ſhould(hereby)ſtand 
inſtate of condempnation, Wherevnto J anſwere that loue 
is fo be taken diuers wayes,as well in Philoſophie, as alſo 
in diuinitie. Foꝛ both Plato e Pythagozas did exhoꝛt they 
ſchollers and ſects to diſpyſe the woꝛld. But to come vnto a 
moꝛe perticuler diſtinction, 

Firft the woꝛld is taken foz the Element of earth, oꝛ fo: 
the whole globe and compaſſe of this carthly habitatiꝭ And 
ſoit is taken in the Goſpell where Chꝛ iſt ſpake viito his f- 
poſtles ſaying:Goe you out into the whole woꝛld and pꝛeach 
the Goſpell to all creatures, And the Philoſophers doe ſay 
that the leaſt Starre of the fyꝛmament is bigger then the 

whole world. * 
-  -"Secondarily, it is taken foz the whole recyon of the Cle- 

ments and their myrtures. Wherebpen it may be that the 
Apoſtle ſayd: The fygare of this woꝛld doth paCe ouer. And 
to that ſence the Pꝛince of 2 — Thie 1 
P. b. 
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The Needels. He. 
(ſayeth her) muſt be aviopning vnto the courtes of the highs 
er powers. That the whole vertue and power thereof may 
thereby be noucrned, 

LLiwd'y, the woꝛlde is taken fo2 the whole co2po2all ſub⸗ 
face created And fo Plato in his boke d. Timæo, doth ſeme 
to bꝛing in the \:nfible world. | 

Fourthly,the woꝛld is taken foz þ whole vninerſal thing, 
in the which viſible. and vnuiſible ſeparate and materpall 
ſubſtances are comp2chended. And therecfthis tert may be 
ment: The woꝛld was made by him. Vea ſo alſo the Philo⸗ 
ſopher ſaveth: Pething is without the woꝛld. 

Fiftly, by the wo2ld is taken foz nien remayning in thys 
woꝛdd, oz foꝛ all mankynd. Nl het vpon it was that the Apo- 
ſile ſayde: Let all the whole woꝛlde be ſubiccte vnto God, 
And Chꝛiſt hun ſelfe ſayde : This Golpell of the kyngdome 
ſh all be pꝛeached and declared in the whole woꝛ d. 

Sirtly, the woꝛld is taken foꝛ the choſcn and pꝛedeſtinate 
vnto ſaluation. Whervpon we read: So God loued þ woꝛld 
that he gaue his onely begotten ſonne. ec. 

Seuenthly, the world is taken foꝛ the peruerſe and repꝛo· 
bate, MA here vpon our ſauiour ſayde bnto the Jewes : vou 
are of this woꝛld. But J am not ofthis woꝛld that is to ſay) 
of the number of vngodly men, leading a vayne and wo21lv- 
ly lyte. Of which number pon are your ſelues. And a » 
he ſayde vnto his Apoſtles: Bitauſe you are not of p 
but J haue choſen pou out of the woꝛld, therefoꝛe the —* 
hateth vou. And in this ſence þ wo2ld is molt commonly ta - 
ken in ſcriptures, eſpecially in the Goſpell and Epiſtles . 
Saint John. | 

And laſt of all,a father of the Church which hath w2itten 
a treatiſe of the vanitie of this wo:1d,docth take this woꝛd: 
The woꝛld foꝛ the changeableneſſe o mans tconuerſation in 
this lyfe, Since then the holy ſcriptures doe bid the wo2lde 
to be contempned and hated,acco2ding to that ſaying : Leue 
pou not the woꝛld noꝛ thoſe which are therein. 

Therefoze by this wozd: The wozld we muſt vnderſtand ” 
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woꝛldly and vayne creatures bent vnto tranſito2ic and not 
vnto heauenly things. Pea and there with muſt we compꝛe⸗ 
hend carthly ſubſtance,and ſuch thinges as the woꝛldlings 
doe moſt accoumpt, as tempoꝛal pꝛoſperitie, carnal delights, 
to be pꝛayſed and henoured, and to become rich and clyme a- 
lofte. 502 all theſe ſenſible and tempozall things are to bee 
contempned and hated, Not as touching their verie beyng, 
but bicauſe they hynder and ſtoppe vs in the way, and foꝛe⸗ 
low our tourney vnto the heauenly kingdome. And we muſt 
contempic and hate them, leaſt we doe cleaue and tick faſt 
in the myꝛe of them. As they doe which ſette they? chicke 
end and felicytte in fraple and tranſitozie things, ſerkyng, 
ions; wyching, and defiryng them moze then they dog 


Lhercfo:e whenſoeucr we'fee any man to pꝛoſper excee- 
dingly in this woꝛld, and to leade a voluptuous conuerſati⸗ 
on acco2dyng to his appetite,let vs neither eſteeme no2 mag- 
nific him. Let vs not affect ſuch kynde of lyfe,no2 greatly ſet 
by (but rather diſpyſe) ſuche a man. Jmeane not that wer 
ſhoulve hate hym in nature, noz diſpyſe his perſon abſolute⸗ 
ly, but hys vyces,and him ſelfe, in ſo much that by them he 


feare God, hee gloꝛiſteth . Ariſtotle in hys Ethyckes bath 
this ſentence : Pacnanimytie is full of contempt, foz it 
. ſetteth light by thoſe which lyue vylety; 

All this notwithſtanding, we ought to beſtow the affects 
- Vecharitie and godly compaſſion vpon thoſe which are wyc- 
ked and vniuſt, atco:dyng ts their neceſſitie. Vea and muche 
the moꝛe bycauſe we ſ& them to be wꝛapped and enfolde d, 
"pea blynded and muffled to reiopte, ſioꝛiſh, and exalte them⸗ 
ſelues in this woꝛloe. And there vpon Hierome ſayeth: wer 
moꝛe weigh x marke ſinners to be moſt wꝛetched, when we 
percepue their faultes to be lefte vnpuniſhed. Pea both her 
3 ſay: Chere is no certayner token. oz ſigne of a 
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is elopgned and eſtranged from God, 
ee the Pſalmiſt ſayeth of the iuſt man: The pg. 4. 
wicked was b2vacht to naught in bis ſight . But luche as 
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repꝛobate ſence,and damnation to enſue, the to pꝛoſper and 
to be without any croſſe oz puniſhment in this lyfe, Eſpeci⸗ 
ally fince the Loꝛd ſayth ; I chatiſe and rebuke thoſe whom 
I loue. Now therefoze let vs well conſider how tft comes 
to paſſe that the contempt and hatred of this woꝛlo ts ef ne⸗ 
ce(ſitic to ſaluation, Fo2 valeſſe it had bene by ſeme mance 
of meanes neceſſarie to ſaluation, the Apoſtle John had not 

a.loan.?. fayde: ik any man lone the woꝛld, the charitie g loue of Cod 
the father is not in him. It is therefoze to be ſayd, that there 
are two kyndes of hating and dilpiſing the woꝛlo, ſpeaking 
generally thereof, 

The firſt whercof is: that the wozld and ſuch things 1s 
are therein would be contempned and hated,foz as mach as 
they doe directly hynder and withhold vs from Ccd Z hat ig 
to ſay, leaſt they be loved moze then God, oꝛ contrarte to bia 
will and commaundements. And leaſt any man ſhould take 
felicific in them, and cleaue wholly vnto them contrarie to 
the lawes of God i holy ſcriptures confayned, Leaff he pꝛe⸗ 
ferre earthly gods befoze heanenly gods, and leaſt he ſet 
the tempoꝛall pꝛayſes and honours of this lyfe, befo2e the 
celeſtial ioyes p2epared,And fmally, leaſt he loue and eſteme 
this pꝛeſent lyfe moꝛe then the lyfe to come , And fo theſe 
reaſons the hating and diſpiüng al the woꝛld are neceſſarie 
vnto ſaluation. So that euerie man is bound (in that ſoꝛt / to 
hate + diſpiſe the woꝛld, as wel ſmgle men as maryed folke, 
The which lefſoh J iudge to be verie difficult vnto ſuche as 
dwel and remayne in this woz!d, Now the ſecond kynde 02 
maner of diſyiſing and hating the wozld,ts executed by the 
ful and abſolute aband: ning e denying of all woꝛldly things, 
As if any man diſptſing and th2zowing from hun the ryches 
and delightes of this lyfe, ould choſe to ſerue God in ob⸗ 
ſcure and moꝛe pꝛtuate lyte. 570 ith 30 

He meancth So that (in this ſence)to hate and diſpiſe the world, is vt⸗ 
zo: Monkes terly to refuſe # caſt ot all tempoꝛall things, ſeculer pomps, 
nort,7e yea wozldly maners and dignities, and ſo to diſpile all the 
vanities of this lyfe that we may walke in the Wr 
hog Y 
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by the aſſiſtance of Gods grace and holy ſpirit. And whoſo- 
euer doeth thus, he is ſure to diſpleaſe and offend wozldly 
men. No2 euen as lykeneſſe of things is a cauſe of loue and 
well pleaſing, ſo vnlikeneſſe is the o2iginall cauſe and mo⸗ 
ther of hatred,and withdzawing of myndes and affections, 
Verevpon the Apoſtle aſked this queſtion: Doe I (ſayth he 
ſake to pleaſe men: It J ſhould yet pleaſe men, I ſhould not 
be the ſeruant of Chꝛiſt. And lykewyſe the Pſalmiſt ſayeth : 
God hath b2oke in ſunder the bones offuch as lerke to pleaſe 
men, They were conſumed bicauſe god difpiſed the. Is not 
this a moſt hozrible and d2eadfull woꝛde: Foꝛ what can be 
mo2e fearefull then to bee diſpiſe d of God 2 ſince Salomon 
ſayeth : Conſider the woꝛkes of God, inte no man can amt 
hun which God diſpiſeth,And in this ſoꝛt to diſpiſe p world, 
is not onelp to hate and diſpiſe all frayle, wo2ldly, t vayne 
things, in that they doe dy2ectily, but in that they doe alſo 
chanceably let oꝛ hinder Gods creatures from attaining vn⸗ 


to him. As the wiſe man teſtiſieth ſaying: They are as temp- ,,.. 


tation to a mans ſoule, and as a Trappe oz ſnare fo2 the fete 
, of the foliſh And therefoꝛe we hate them not onely fo; that 


they withhold vs directly, ſince Salomon ſayeth God made EKccle. 3. 


his wozkes td be feared. But alſo bicauſe euen chanceably 
they doe vaynely delight the repꝛobate with the comeline lle 
of his creatures, and with the perticular p2ofit which they 
ſeme to carry with them. Do that they there doc ſtay and 
ſtand ſtill eternally , and neuer attribute the honour and 
glo2ie vnto the creatoz, who is in deede the onely end and 
ſcope wherevnto wee ſhould tende and frame our doings, 
Perevpon- Iſodoꝛus ſapeth: it is better to haue the ha- 
tred of the euill, then theyz company. Foz cuen as the 
tonuerſation and lyfe of thoſe which are godly doe render 
many commodities, fo the company of the wicked doeth 


JF. b2yng with it many euilles. 


Now in this treatyſe J intend to ſpeake chiefly of the con- 
tempt of this wo2lde, as it is ſet downe in the ſetonde note, 
euen that which concerneth the Nate of perfection,and — 

. obſer⸗ 
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obſeruing of Gods woꝛds. And yet J ſhall ſometymes bꝛin 


iv ſomewhat cf the fo mer kynde of contempt, in as —— 
as it of neceſſitie towardes ſaluation and the fullillyng of 


Gods commaundements. 
Oy parte(ſapeth the Loꝛde is my ſoule. And therefoze J 


wil expectand lwke fo: the Lozde , F52 the Loꝛde is god to 


them which truſt in him, and to the loule that ſerketh hym, 
And as the ſcripture ſayth: A thzefolve coꝛde is hardly bꝛo⸗ 
ken. Let vs therefoze by a th:ccfoldperlwaſion,and by a tri⸗ 
partpte kynde of demonſttr ation, ſet downe howe holp, howe 
diurne, and how acceptable, how haleſome, howe noble, and 
how expedient it is altogither to contempne the woꝛlde and 
thoſe things which are therein. Now ſome perſwading rea⸗ 
ſons oꝛ demonſtrations of this bleſſed contempte, are to beg, 
vnderſlode on the behalfe of Cod, Some other on our owne 
behalfe, and ſame on the behalle of the wo2id it (elf, Mher⸗ 
vpon oꝛderly s decently to pzocced:an þ behalfe of Cod theſe 
things ought to induce 4 beget in vs a contempt of þ wozld, 
Fir the loue and godneſſe of the glo2:ous 4 blefſed Cod. 
econdarily: The zeale that we haue to honour him perfec- 
ly as much as in vs lpeth, - 
Thiralp, p great benifits which we receiue at gods hands. 
Fourthly,the conſideration of his pꝛomiſes. 
#iftly,bicauſs god him ſeif in pꝛoper perlõ did ſo coliſel vs, 
And laſtly,bicauſe he did ſo him ſclfe.f the reſt J will 
treate hersafter. Now touching the loue aud godneſſe of 
Gevit is wꝛitten: Thy name and thy memoztal!{@ Lozd) 
ars in the deſires of my ſoule , My ſeulc hath deſired thee by 


night, yea thy ſpyꝛite is in the ſecretes of my harte, and 


carly in the gray mazuyng will J wapte fo; the, | 
Verem as godneſſe1s the obiege of cur appetyte and de⸗ 
ſire, lo fince god is the highet,purcft,rumcaſurable,s perfec- 
teſt godne lte, ſo is he inünitely to be deſtred, z to be loved, Jn 
ſuch ſoꝛte that we ought beyond all compariſon to loue him 
aboue all things. And ſo conſequently, it is mete and re- 
guiſite to diſpyſe, to refuſe, and to caſte away, * 
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may let, foꝛeſlow, oꝛ turne vs from his loue, and the feruent⸗ 
nelle therot. But the woꝛld and that which pertayſieth ther⸗ 
vnto, doe withdꝛawe vs, 4 ſpecially let and hinder vs from 
the lone and godneſſe of God (as Gregoze ſapethj:) wer arc 
enen ſo much diſioyned and ſeperated from the lone of þ High 
God, as we are w2apped in wololy thinges, delighted in 
bvale things, and occupped in earthly things. Fo: vertne is 
both greater and of moꝛe foꝛte when it is vnited, thẽ when 
it is diſperſed)therloꝛe the moꝛe that the affens of our mynd 
are diſperſed and deuyded into the inoꝛdinate loue ef world 
ly creatures, the weaker alſo,colder,blynder, and moze vn⸗ 
apte they be to lone God. | 

- Wherevpon Chꝛyploſtome ſapeth: loke howe muche thy 
my is let vpon any thing, and cuen fo much the leffe it is 
ſet vpon God, Fo2 what are theſe earthly t carnall things, 
but onely heauy wayghtes and burthens which dzaw down 
the affections of mans mynd from deſire of heauenly things, 
Let vs therefo:e extend our whole harte vnto God. Let vs 
be bozne vnto him with our whole mpnde, Let him be ſuch 
à tauſe ot loue vnto vs in al other things, that we eſtteme no 
woꝛldly creature moze the foꝛ that it may (as a meane ) ſerue 
vs towardes the attayning of his loue. Chat is to ſap, ſo far 
foꝛth as it may bee vnto vs neeeſſarie and p2ofitable to 
further vs in our way towardes the heauenly kin FP 
But let vs become ſo feruent in the loue of God, vs 
ſo much eſterme his moſt ſweete and delectable loue, that we 
may diſpiſe all and ſingular other vayne and tranſitozie 
things as vyle durte , Do that the omnipotent and ete rnall 
God may be moze pꝛecious, moꝛe to be deſired, moꝛe gloꝛy⸗ 
dus, ſwœter, fayꝛer, and in (euerie kynde of compariſon bet⸗ 
ter, ol moꝛe perfection and wozthinefſe tht any other thing. 
And let any liuyng wozldly creature be lothſome vnto our 
ſoules, being thus occupyed'in contemplation ot the diuyne 
maieſtie. Let vs ſe and perteyue hereby that the whole vids 
uerſall woꝛld in refpect oz compariſon of the vndiſcrybable 
God)is but as a ſmall title of no E 
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Pea in ſich ſoꝛte that we thinke theſe tranſitoꝛie thinges 
vnwoꝛthie to be loked on. But that we be wholly tranſfoz- 
med, end amed, eſtabliſhed, diſſolued, and ſwallowed vp in 
Ch ꝛiſt Jeſus, Do that we may ſay with his holy Pz : 
The Geop of mip harte, aud God is my poꝛtion fo2 ever. And 
agayne : J will loue thee D Lozde my ſtrength. And as the 
Apoſt le ſaid: 3 know that neither death noꝛ life,no2 any crea- 
ture, can ſeperate me from Cods loue . Let vs but marks 
and behold how vyle it werc,fo2 the delightes of the moztal 
and miſerable fleſhe, foz the pzayſe and gloꝛ ie of men, and 
fo: tempozall honour and pꝛeterment, to be withd2awen oz 
foꝛellowed from this higheſt, ſupꝛeſſentiall, vuchangeable, 
and incomp2ehenſtble govacſe of God. Let vs be made hea⸗ 
uenly confozmable vnto Cod, and deyfyed: yea familiar and 
entyzely beloued vnto the lining God, Foz what baue we to 
doe with theſe earthly things: we being made and created 
to the ſhape and lykeneſſe cf the moſt holy Trinitie : beyng 
redeemed and made free by the bloudof Chꝛiſt, and called to 
the bleCed fellowſhip cf Angels? Let ts therefoze diſpyſe 
oll theſe things, and let our whole occupation, conucrſati- 
on, entention, and affection, be fixed and altogither repoſed 
in him oneiy which is onely neceſſarte to bee imbꝛaſed, ac⸗ 
toꝛdyng to the admonition of Auguſtine.Let man ſayth he) 
if he turne any way, conuert him ſelfe vnto him which cre- 
atcd him: foz by going backe from him, he wareth cold, but 
by turning vnto hier, he ſhall ware warme By going backe 
he ſhall ware dumme and darke, but by turning to him, bee 
{hail become b2ight and hyning. Fo2 even where he recey⸗ 
ued his creation and being, there muſt he alſo fetche his be- 
ing god 02 godly, Fo2 he the Loꝛd our Cod is Þ verie (weet- 
ne lle, werte abone all kynde of (wa teneſſe . Bꝛighter then 
any uight,veper then any ſecret, and higher then any honour 
oꝛ vegree. Po2eouer he is that pureſt kyiide of Lyfe : fo turne 
t om him were a greeuous fall, but to returne vnto him is 
a bighe ryſing oꝛ clyming , To abyde in him is a certaine 
dwciling,and to dwell in han is happie lyfe . And euen as 
cozne in the wet furrow doeth rotte and putrifie, but in the 
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rydut oʒ higher part of the land, it is pzeferued + flo2iſheth, 
ſo our hartes if they be rayſed vp to God ſhalt neuer putrifts 
no2 decay. But if they be vuerth2zowne v2 ſunken in carths 
ly things, they rotte and conſume immediately. And mypne 
earneſt deſire is my welbeloued)that thou doe ſpurne from 
thee and diſpiſe all tranſitozie things, + deteſt t abhoꝛre all 
the pompe of this woꝛlo, foz the lone of the diuyne dountie, 
and thꝛough the affection that thou haſte to pꝛoceede in the 
imb2aſing thereof, Bea and that by the deũre of ſo contem⸗ 
platyue and holy meditations,thou mayelt with all thy hart 
and mynde be giuen ouer vnto him. All which can not come 
to paſſe vnleſſe thou diſpiſe all co2po2al delightes, all woꝛld⸗ 
ly vanities, and all thine owne deſtres, As Caſſianus affyz- 
moth ſaying : our affectibs(ſaith he)are neuer perfectly kinds 
led to the deſire of eternal things, neither is our vnderſtan⸗ 
dyng euer ſharpened vnto the perfect contemplation of hea⸗ 
uenly thinges, vntill the cares and deſires of the fieſhe bee 
perfectly bꝛidled in vs.Py(welbeloned)if thou wilt be rich, 
and a poſſeſſo2 of infinite gods and treaſures, giue eare then 
vnto the counſell of Amb3oſe.Ve that wil ( ſayth he)poſſeſſe 
God, let him firſf renounce the woꝛld, that God may be vn- 
to him a bleſſed poſſeſſion and heritage. Foꝛ loke how much 
thou dye vnto p wozld,ſo much lyfe thou gapneſt with God, 
And the moꝛe that thou lyue as to this woꝛlde, ſo muche 
the moze thou dyeſt vnto God, 

To conclude,whoſacuer loueth the wozld, doeth lone an 
enimie, imbꝛaſeth a Traptoꝛ, and dandleth in his lappe an 
vnſpeakeable daunger. 
Wherevpon Auguſtpne ſayde: if this woꝛld delight thee, 
thou ſhalt alwayes be vncleane , And it thou louingly kyſſe 
the woꝛlde, he will hungrily and gredily ſwallowe and de⸗ 
uour the, And to make an end of thys deuiſion, wee ought 
aboue all things to loue God, 

Firſt, foʒ his vameaſurable godneſſe, 

Decondarily, bicauſe he firſt loued vs. 

Thirdly,bicauſe he pswzeth ſo many benifits vpon vs, 

N. j. Fourthly, 
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Fourthly,bicauſe he hath pꝛomiſed to gine vs greater res 
wards in the nly kingdome. And to this feruentneſſe 
of charitie let vs alwayes entoꝛce our ſelves. o by Augu- 
nes opinion: it is neyther the great number of wozkes, 

noꝛ the long continuance of tyme, but the greater heate of 
charitie,and the better reavineſſe of our wil, which inaketh 
God (fo2 his Ch2ift)fo accept our merites. F02 whoſocucr 
doeth obſerue charitic in all his actions, he ſulfilleth as we! 
that which is apparant, as alſo that which is myſticall, in 
Gods boke, Fo2 charitie doth (as it were open the mynde, 
: Coc.13- and maketh the louer to be loued. O Lo2d my God thou arte 
charitie(ſayth the Apoſtle)thou art loue which can not be ex- 
tinguiſhed. Doe thou therfoze lighten my hart, and make it 
dꝛonken in the. Wherfoze am I toſſed abeut?wherfoze run 
J from one place to another: hy doe J wander after many 
things? Is ther not in thee only(moſt ho!y,hono;able,mighty 
e glozicus God)p perfect polſeſſiõ, p incompzehenſible plitie, 
and þ infinit abe undante of all things Þ are god,pleaſant,oz 
to be delired ! Tht what is moze excelet,oz moze loucly,p J 
chuld therkoze w dꝛaw my hart from ther, turn it vnto frail 
things,coueting 02 deſiring any maner of thing without ther 
o2 beſides the ? And where was J when J was not with 
the: Whither ranne myne affections aſtray, when they did 
not deſtre the onely? O God of my lyke, dowe vapnelp is it 
tonſumed: And how vnfruitfully are my dapes ſtolen away 
Plal.41. whileſt J liued idelly x 24 befoze th: But from 
henſefoꝛ wardes let my ſoule bee vnmoueably fixed in ther. 
Foz cuen as the harte deſireth the freſhe fountapnes when 

he is chaſed, euen ſo my hart deſireth to be w ther O God, 
LB. nos temps Wihoſocuer doth gloziſie mes, J wil alſo glozifie hin ſaith 
=” the world the Lo2d God in the ſecond Chapiter of the firſt boke of the 
' A commeth by Rings And they which cotempne me ſhal be diſhonio2ed, jf02 
th. xcalss» of the lone of God, the zeale of Þ diuine honoz both ryſe and 
a ans 3 allo an exceeding affection to adoꝛe 4 woꝛſhip him 
Li honor, in all things, Which zeale p pꝛophet Helie had whe he ſaid: 
cg, am become zealous in 3eale foz the Lozd > 
| ernently 
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fernenfly that we loue him, the moze e ly alſo we de- 
fire to wozſhip him in all things, yea and to enduce others 
with vs to the woꝛſhipping of his nant, Fo2 tuen as God 
(by reaſon of his vnmeaſurable bountie, 4 his infinite amy- 
ablcneſſe)is ſuch that no man can loue him ſo much as he is 
woꝛthie to be beloued, but doth infinitely fayle thereof. So 
by the reaſon of his maieſtie, dignitie, and vumeaſured holi⸗ 
nc fe, he is infiritely tobe Honoured. So that euery man is 
much defectyue in doing of ſuche reuerence vnto him, as he 
in him ſelf doth deſerue. And here vpon the holy fathers pꝛo⸗ 
foundlye pondering theſe confiderations) did cſteme all 
their deedes 4 conuerſatio, (how perfect (8 euer it were)to be 
of none effect. And ther foꝛe p vocto2s ſay: A man ſhuld rather 
ſuffer death, th commit 5; leaſt fault oz offence wilfully. #02 
as muche as finne(in that it derogateth any thing from the 
erceeding great maieſtie of God) is a huge and vnreaſonable 
eno2mitie. Then if we do honoꝛ the excelent maicſtic of God 
ſo much þ moze,bicauſe by þ beholding 4 conſideratio of his 
wo2thineſſe we are able to diſpiſe ⁊ hartily to reicd all frail, 
vain, 2 tranſito2te things: tothe end being vnburthe ned 
and clean diſpatched of them, — may attentiueſy giue our 
ſelues to þ pure, free, ⁊ entire | of p ſame; it mult 
needes follow that they which thzoug e doe altogither 
diſpyſe and fo; ſake the woz ,ſhal ately honoꝛ God 
with all integrytie of harte ve. (by his grace 
andmercies are made wozthie | mitte d,honozed x er- 
aller with hum, And lykewiſe te let e that a man doe octu⸗ 
pie him ſelfe in many bi ſo m + e moze perfectly 
he is bent vnto the onely God. > loffier + mo2e 
——— LEM Ns name. Pea ber 
may ſo much the moe be wholly at leyſure to exerciſe him 
ſelfe in his ſeruice, and walke vp2ightly in all godlynellc. 


and þ firſt fruites of thine increaſe, It then it pertayne vnto 
the honoꝛ of God, to offer him any parte of our outward ſub- * 
Cance, it muſt by ſtronger W his 

, ond, 
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Moꝛeouer Salomon ſaith: Hono: God with all thy ſubſtance on. 5 
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honour, to refuſe all woꝛldly things freely fo: the woꝛſhip⸗ 
ing and 6iv2ifying of him, and to pꝛeſtt our ſelues vnto him 
with full deuotion. And ſo do they which cotempne the woꝛld 
in ſuch maner as is befozeſayd, And ther foꝛe to the end thou 
mapeſt viiceſſantly (as much as inthe lyeth) giue thy ſelfe 
vnto the p2aiſe, wozſhip,and honour, ot the diuyne maieſtie, 
yea that thou mayeſt quyetly repoſe thy ſelf in the ſweet cen⸗ 
templation ofhis mercyes,retopſe in his blefſedneſſe lyke a 
naturall louing chylde, and ſpend all the dayes of thy lyfe 
vertuonſly, J exhoꝛte thee(my wetbeloued)altogither to diſ⸗ 
ſpyſe the woz2ld,and to paſſe ouer all the tranſitozie vanit ies 
thereof with a noble courage,yea to goe hartily to wozke in 
the onely honoꝛing of God, Fo2 is not the vyleneſſe + loth- 
ſomeneſſe of this world, infinite being compared to 5ᷣ high- 
eſt and vnthangeable godneſſe? pea doeſt thou not thinke it 
an vnwoꝛthie thing, by octauon of earthly and wozldly cõ⸗ 
ucrſation)to be hyndꝛed + letted from the duetie which thou 
oweſt vnto the honour and maieſtie of God: and to be with⸗ 
dꝛawen from the holy crercyſes of vertue and godlineſſe, 
fo: the moſte vayne liberties of wo2lbly conuerſation, and 
vnlawkull actions £ Zo conclude, if thou doe in this maner 
glozifie God and diſpiſe the woꝛld, then God doubt leſſe wil 
cauſe the to be honoured creeedingly as Eſay witnefſeth 
ſaying : if thou glozifie God (following not thyne owne 
wayes,no2 velding to thyne owne will(the Loꝛd will gine 
the reſt, and wil fill thy ſoule with comely bzightace, Yea 
then ſhalt thon be much delighted in the Lo2d, and he ſhall 
ſet the vp abone the height of the earth. Wherevpon Vylla- 
rie ſapeth: This doe J chicflye owe vnto-God, that all my 
power, all my ſences,4 all my ſpirits may ſounde his pꝛaiſe. 
Foz to that end we reteyued bodie and bodily members, yea 
lyte and ſoule of God, that we might woꝛſhip him general⸗ 
ly with them all . And therefoze the Apoſtle ſapeth: As you 
haue ginen ouer pour members to ſerue vnclearnefe and 
inquitte, ſo now ſayth hee) giue ouer your members to doe 


rightuoulnelle and holineſſe. And this it is to honour God 
wor thi⸗ 
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wo2thyly , x fo doe ( foz his honour )whatſocucr we may poſ- 


ſybly doc to pleaſe him, pea and yet neuerthelcfle humbly to 
conteſſe that we doe nothing wozthy of thankes o2 meryte, 


in vs ſhall pꝛeuaple with his mercy, and is beyonde all 

p2ayſe . Deferre not then (my welbeloued ) to gene 
whole poſleſſion of thy ſelfe and all that thou haft, thy booy 
and thy ſoule, yea thyne inward thoughts and out ward acti- 
ons vnto the viuyne Paieſtie . Leaſt abuſing gods gyftes 
thou conſequently ſerue 5 Diuill . Foz whoſoeuer doth liue 


bytiouſly, he is a ſeruaunt of the Diuill , nels 6. 
The P2ophet Cſay in his [xii Chapiter bath theſe woꝛds: How the con- 
J will remember the Loꝛd ſoꝛ his mercy , Vea J will pꝛaiſe Grain of 


gods benehts 


the Lo2d fo2 all that he hath geuen vs, and foz all that her? 


the way of ſaluation and walke therein, pea and how much 
we ought to diſpyſe the vayne delights of the woꝛld: Let vs 
heedely conſtder what the onely begotten Donne of god, did, 
ſuffered, andtoke vpon him, foz our helth and ſalnation ; It 
he then, thꝛough the wyldome and pꝛouydente of God the 
kather, yea thꝛough p eternall, vncreated, vnbegottt᷑, t vnme⸗ 
ſurable foꝛeſight dyd not without great cauſe ⁊ reaſon) take 
vpon him, doe, + ſuffer, ſo many thinges fo2 vs: It the one- 
ly begotten Sonne of God being perfect and oinnypotent, 
dyd fo2 our health and ſaluati6 take vpon him our ſubſtaunce 
and nature, if he were ( fo2 our ſake ) conucrſaunt here 
on earth ſo many peares, if he did ſaſteyne and endure 
fo many trauayles, {abozs, and paynes, fo2 our enſtrucion 
and redemption, finally it he ſuffred therefoꝛe moſt bitter 
and cruell death, let vs not ſet lyght by our ſelues, noꝛ make 
ſmall accommpt of our ſalvation . either let vs thynke that 
we tan be ſaued by deighte and ſaperficyall ſeruing of hun, 
by cleaning vnto woz2ldly vanyties , neyther vet by lyning 
carelefly and without feare. Foz neyther is the encrlaſting 


payne of dampnation fo avoyded, noz pet the heuenly king⸗ 
N.tu, do me 


Therofoꝛe it is w2itten : To gloʒyſie Ood as much as lyeth gccle. 41. 


exhorteth vs 


hath beſtawed vpon vs acco2ding to his godneſſe , If then „ hate the 
we would perfectly knowe how carefully weonght to ſ&ke „orld. 
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dome is not ſo obteyned. Foz Chꝛ iſt ſuffered and was cru⸗ 
cyfied fo2 vs, that we might thereby folowe his ſtepes and 
example. Then is it neceſſary that we be confozmed vn- 
to his paſſion, and that we crucyfic our ſelues as he did Foz 
wholocuer ſayth that he remayneth in God, muſt walke e⸗ 
tien as he walked , Where vpon the Apoſtle ſaped: If we 
ſuffer with him, we ſhall reigne with him alſo. And againg 
he ſapth : Be you folowers and imytato2s of god, as his beſt 
beloued child2en, And what els is it to be confoꝛmed vnto 
Chaiſtes paſſion, to dye with him, + to folow his ſteppes, but 
euen to mo2tyfie all vanyties 4 wickednefſe,to coltitute our 
bodyes wholy in Þ feare of god, to reſtrayne £ bꝛidle our owne 
natural lyberty,vnder Þ comaundemetes of his holy lawes,x 
to ſubmyt our willes altogether vnto his godly will: foz wh# 
we know s belene Þ our Lo2d 4 Sautour ( Jeſus Chzift ) did 
moſt patittly ſuffer innumerable deryſions 4 mockes, flaun- 
ders,blaſphemies, labours and paines, with all mekeneſſe of 
pouerty, with all lowlyneſſe of minde, with all perfection 
of charytie, ſo as finally he ſuffered the moſt vyle kynde of 
death foz vs, let vs thynke that it were moſte vndecent 
fo2 þ ſeruaunt if he ſhould liue in delightes,retoyſe in woꝛld⸗ 
ly rytches, and wallowe in earthly vanyties, whoſe maſter 
was ſo buſtly conuerſaunt,affliced, q kylled fo2 þ ſeruaunts 
fake . F02 þ ſernatint is not aboue his maſter . AndGregozy 
ſaied well: Nothing is ſo grauous but that it myght bee 
luffered with god will, if we would often call to memo2ye 
the paſſion of Chꝛiſt. Harken then vnto holy Bernarde ſpea- 
king to ther in the perſon of Chꝛiſt. Behold O man ( ſayth- 
be what J ſuffer 2 thee, There is no payne comparable 
to that wherwith J am tozmented.. J call vnto thee bicauſe 
J am afflicted fo2 thee , Behold the paynes wherewith 3 am 
toꝛmtted. Behold the nayles wher with J am nayle d. Behold 
howe all my body is ſtretched out vpon the Creſſe fo2 thee. 
And loke how greate myne outward paynes are, ſo much t 
greater is mine inward greif in 5% finde the ſo unthankfull, 
If thou weigh theſe things / welbeloued / with attttiue _ 

ou 
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thou wylt ſons contempne the wozln, and eucrcome. the 
concupyſcences thereof, thou wilt deſire fo folowe Chzilt, 
abbo2re all things that are wozldly,x refuſe to be conerſaunt 
with ſuch as walke in vanpties. Fo2 god fozbyd that thou 
chouldeſt be vngratetull fo; ſuch and ſo many benefites And 
pet vngratefull ſhouldeſt thou be, if thou gene him not 
thankes foz the ſame with thy whole hart. But thankes 
canſt thou not geue vnle ſſe thou doe medytate, macke and ac- 
knowledge them . Dynce the chiefe poynt of ingratitude as 
Seneca ſayth ) is fo2xetfulnelſe . Thercfoze caſt and reuolue 
in thy mynde cuery day what God himſelfe dpd 4 ſuffered 
fo2 ther. Yea a beſides this, the benefites are alſo innumera⸗ 
ble which god doth daily beſtowe on vs. Do p by the conſider- 
ation of them, we ought of god ryght to be kyndled in 
loue towardes God, and in azeale to honour him with all 
denotion, 

Pea and an affection alſo to be alwayes gening of thankos 
and ſo conſequently to laude and pꝛaiſe his name inceſſantly. 
Fo2 haue we not receyued frõ him whatſoeuer we haue oz 
be : 5 gods of fo2tune : the gyftes of nature: to be : to liue: 
to feele 2 to haue vnderſtanding ? pea haue not we recciued 
of him the gyftes gf graee, fayth, hope, and charptie:? the 
gyftes of þ holy Ohoſt, + the ſacramentes: Bow often hath 
god moſt mercyfui:y ſpared vs when we offended: how pit- 
tyfally hath he pꝛeuented vs? From how many ſnares and 
peryles hath he pꝛeſerued vs? what greate gyftes of glo2ye 
bath he pꝛompſed vs? Nea how many haue bene condempned 
to hell fe, which offended and ſinned leſſe then we haut 
done, 
Let vs then not be kozgetkull of ſuche and ſo greate 
benefites , But let vs with the Plalmiſt humbly and 
thankefully ſay : What ſhall J requpte vnto the Loz de foz 
all that her bath geuen me 2 J will blefſe and magnyfie the 
Lo2de at all tymes , his p2avſes ſhall alwayes be in my 
mouth. Foz of all other faulfes , ingratitude is the 
wozlte , Clpecyally that kynde of ingratytude whercby 
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we become vnthankefull vnto God the mot lyberall and 
abundaunt benefaco2 of all other , It anp man ſhould cut of 


thy hand oz thy fate, how much wouldeſt thou thynke thy 


How cotepte 
of the world 
may come by 
conſideration 
of god his 
piomilcs, 


ſelfe bounde vnto hum which would beale it agayne and re⸗ 
ſro2e the thy member 2 If thou wert blynde,deafe, oz lame, 
how much wouldeſt p loue him which would cure thy defectz 
how then, art thou not aſhamed in that thon loueſt not gos 
fernftly, which hath geut the all thoſe gyftes befoze named 
and hath alſo pzomyſed the farre greater then they 2 there- 
fo:e let theſe great benyfites and lyberaltpes of god towards 
the, ſtyꝛre in the a contempt of this woziv,and enduce thee 
to take in hand all ſuch thinges,as may molt lyuely expꝛeſſe 
his hononr and glozy . Foz as it is moſte certayne that he 
which is by nature beft dyſpoſed vnto vertue, were mofte 
faulty if he ſhould be blynded by the wozld to lyue vycy⸗ 
ouſly, ſo (thou hauing god gyftes of nature) it were no 
ſmall cauſe of grtefe if thou ſhouldeſt fozeflowe thy ſelfs 
from erecuting the ſame, 

The thinges which in this pꝛeſent lyfe are momttarye 
and light ( although they be ſome tribulation) may erceding- 
ly wozke in vs a greate maſſe oz weight sf glo2y in the 
woꝛld to come, it we behold nat thoſe thinges which are ſcene 
with eye, but thofe which cannot be ſerne. Foz the thinges 
which are ſeene are tempozall, but the things which are not 
ſene are eternall . By theſe woꝛdes of Paule it appeareth 
that the trybulations of the choſen ( although they be longe, 
bytter, and greuous ) yet by regarde of the celeſtyall glozy 
and reward to come, they are lyght and but of ſmall conti⸗ 
newaunce , Foz the reward to come is vncompꝛehenſible x 
everlaſting , But now is he a perfect and moſt pure louer of 
God, which loueth him not by heholding this reward,noz 
reuerenceth him not foz defire of his owne pꝛoſite, noꝛ woz- 
ſhipeth him fo2 reward of mutuall conſideration towardes 
himſelfe:1But which purely( fo2 the very mcomparable god- 
neſſe, loue, and wozthyneſſe of God) doth all that he can to 
his honour with all dilygence , Foz the better * of 
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which perfection, and fo2 the full purchaſing of ſo great fins 
ceritie in Gods loue, let vs pet euen by the beholding of the 
infallible pzomyſcs of God, goe ſtoutly fozewarde to doe any 
thing that may be malt plcaſant, moſt perfect, and moſte ac- 
ceptable vnto him. And let vs contempne the woꝛld and the 
gallantneſſe, delight, pompe, pꝛoſperities, and vanities ther⸗ 


ol, taking in hand to walke in the way of perfection, in the 
fulfilling of Gods woꝛd, and in a vertuous and right religi⸗ 
ous lyfe. Foz ſince the eternall God,is a molt free godne ite, 
a moſt feruent charitie, and a moſt plentifull rewaider,ther- 
foꝛe a man of reaſonable vnderſtanding wil confcſre that the 
mo2e he refuſeth and layeth aſide fo2 his ſake, the moꝛe ſin⸗ 
cerely that he rencunce him ſelfe, the moze he diſpoſe him 
ſcife to the obtayning of Cods giſtes, and the moꝛe wholly, 
perfealy,and entp22ly that he offer him ſelf vnto him,cuen 
o much the moꝛe will God alſo ſhewe him (cle the moꝛe 
aboundant in mercies to him, the moze ſoundly and ſweetly 
be will bꝛeath his holy ſpirite into him, the moze fanuliar- 
ly he will be.conuerſant with him, and the higher wit he ex⸗ 
alte him in glozie, multiplying his giftes of grace in this 
p2eſent lyfe, and doblyng his rewards of glozie in b wo2lo 
to come. Whervpon it is wꝛitten in holy ſcripture: if a man 
doe direc his harte vnto Cod, he ſhall dzawe his bꝛeath and 
ſpirite towardes him ſelfe, And here vpon the holp, true, and 
mercifull God hath pzomiſed not enely a bleſſed and exce- 
lent glo2ification,in the heauenly kingdome,but alio a moſt 
plentuous and liberall reward in this pꝛeſent lyfe, to ſuche 
as diſpiſe the woꝛld foz his ſake. Sapying in his holy goſpel: 
Whhoſoeuer leaueth father t mother, his b2ethzen oꝛ frends, 
oz his poſſeſſions fo2 my names ſake, he ſhal receyue an hun- 
dꝛeth folbe,+ ſhall poſſeſſe enerlaſttnglyfe . And what mea- 
neth he by theſe woꝛdes: He ſhall receyue an hundꝛeth fold? 
Marry that foz the externall, carnall, and tempoꝛall godes 
which he hath lefte, he ſhall reteyue the ſpicituall giftes of 
grace, and the giftes of the holy ghoſt, which are moꝛe then 
an undzeth folde better enen in fry lte. And —_— 


tiouſty do abide, Furthermoze, harken what Chzilt hath pꝛo⸗ 


bow God wil cheriſh thee w heanfly comfo2t, will fulfil thee 
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ſhall recepne eternall Iyfe , and the conſumation of gla⸗ 
rie. Wherefoze (my welbeloucd) if thou deſyze to bee tris 
lye, and ſpiritually enriched and enabled, contempne then 
(foz the lous of God) all tranſitozie x fraile things, yea and 
whatſocuer wozlaly men, (which haue in deed þ ſpirit of this 
wozld, and not the ſpirite of Ch2iſf) doe make greateſt ac- 
compte off;and thinke moſt deſirable,that doe thou diſpyſe, 
as moſt vyle dyzte and myze: 82 rather as the verie ſnares 
of the diuill. If thou doe ſo, thou ſhalt become the Temple 
of the holy Ghoſt, + the moſt blefſed trinitie wil mhabit and 
repleniſh thy ſoule with all the aboundant delightes therof, 
F02 this is pzomiſed by þ ſonne of God ſaying: If any man 
loue mee, he will keepe my woꝛdes and teſtimonpes, and my 
father will loue him, + we will come vnto him, e make our 
abode with him. O happie ſoule, in whom thoſe th2e ſo plen⸗ 


miſed vnto the cõtemners of this woꝛld, you (ſaith he) which 
haue fo2ſaken all things, and haue followed mer, when the 
ſon of man ſhal ſit in ſeat of his maieſtie, vou ſhall ſit alſo vp- 
pd xu.ſeats, iudging Þþ ry, Tribes of Jſrael. And this it is that 
Paule ment ſaying: You know not Þ the ſaints ſhal tudge of 
this woꝛld. Beholde what an vnſpeakable dignitie this is, 
how they are honozed of God, which foz his honoz do fozſake 
all things. And thervpon Gregozie ſayth : whoſoeuer beeyng 
ſtyꝛted with the pꝛick, oꝛ goade of godly zeale, doeth foꝛſake 
ſuch things as he here poſſeſeth,ſhall vndoubtedly obtayne 
there a height of iuditiall dignitie, ̊ he may come to tudge 
with þ iudge, bicauſe by conſideration of þ indgement, he did 
chaſtf himſelf willingly with pouertie.Do not therfoze loſe 
ſo many godly treaſures which ſhall remayne lo; euer, foz 
theſe things which can be but mal time poſſeſſed, Fo? behold 
Chziſt ſaith: I ſtand at þ doze knock, it᷑ therfoze ; op? þ doze 
of thy hart, harkt vnto my coũſel, J wil come in vnto thee, 
t enter into thy mynd,+ thou ſhalt ſup w me. So p thou ſoft 


with ſpiritual delightes,+ thou ſhalt taſt how ſwet God — 
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t how manifold is the multitude of his delightfulneſſe. All 
which the louers of this woꝛld can not taſk, bicauſe they are 
not woꝛthie to receiue þ holy ghoſt. As our ſauioꝛ ſaide vnto 
his Apoſtles in þ rij. Chapter of John: J wil pꝛay vnto my 
father foz vou, : he ſhal giue you another ſpirit, euen þ holy 
ghoſt, whom p wo2ld can not receyue. M hervppõ Bernard 
ſayth: The holy delecatio doth decline him which is firit oc⸗ 
cupied in ſeculer deſires, 4 ſuffreth him not to mingle vani- 
tie with veritie, eternitie with frailtie, ſpiritualtie W tem⸗ 
pozaitie,noz high things with low things. That thereby hee 
may learne what things moat vpward toward heauen,and 
what things dꝛaw downwards toward earth. Fo2 if þ mind 
haue wherwith to be outwardly delighted, it reinapneth in⸗ 
wardly without ſpiritual delight. And p it is which Bierone 
doth ſo woꝛthily ſay: Jf we cut from y fleſh ſuch things as 
do moſt delight in, we ſhatftraight way finde in ſpirit that 
which wil delight vs. Ar the outward wandꝛing be (hut vp, 
the inward acceſſe to God is opened,fo2 the leſſe Þ the ſoule 
be diſperſed in it ſelf, the ſtraighter it is ereced to things a⸗ 
boue,by ſpiritual pꝛoce ding. And therfo2e to the end 5 thou 
mapeſt by p b2ightnelle of þ holy ghoſt)holſomly behold that 
molt noble woꝛthineſſe of thoſe ſpiritual 4 ſupernatural god 
things, ſet light by theſe'tempozat vanities, yea ſpurn from 
ther, vtterly fozſake als is carthly. Foz as Bernard cõfeſ⸗ 
ſeth: They which are delighted in things 5 are p2eſft, 4 ſub- 
iec vnto frailtie,can hardly o2 not at all behold + cõtemplate 
things p are heufly e eternal. But he which accompteth the 
as duſt o2 fhadowes,ſhalbe y ſoner raiſed vp in ſpirit to þ at- 
taining of ſpiritual e heanfly things. And herewal ſince thou 
doſt(my welbeloued) ſerm to be ſomwhat delighted in riches, 
honoz,tx glozy,therfoze J dare not fully ſay vnto ther, Þ thou 
ſhuldeſt make no maner accuũt therof, But mine admonitis 
is, p̊ p chuldeſt not erneſtly no; hartily deſire þ deteiuable ri- 
ches, h wozldly honoz,noz the glozie of men, but þ with thy 
whole harte thou ſerke t ſearche narowly foz the ſpirituall 
treaſure of vertue,the nn the cternall wor 
*. 
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And fo ſhalt thou become a right riche man above all them 
that love this woꝛld. Foz Hierome ſaxeth : thoſe onelp are 
to be actompted true ryches, which make vs aboundant in 
all vertues. And therfoze if thou deſire to be riche,then long 
and imbꝛate the right riches of vertue. If thou aſpyꝛe vnto 
the height of honoꝛ, then make haſt to wardes the heavenly 
kingdom, And if thou couet a crowne of glozte oꝛ digmtie the 
trauaile to be appointed x enthꝛoned amõgſt þ Angels aboue. 
And this ment Gregoꝛie whe he ſayd: diſptſe woꝛlely riches 
and thou ſhalt haue aboundance Contempne woꝛldly honoz 
and thou ſhalt become gloꝛious. Set light by eaſe x co2po:at 
qupet in this lyte, and thou ſhalte haue lyfe euerlaſtyng. 
Whoſoeuer can learne to contempne him ſelfe, ſhall ſone 
learne to diſpiſe all things foz God onely. And he that doeth 
ſo, may ſay with the holy Apoſtle. J haue loſt all things(fayth 
he) to the end J might gayne Chziſt Jeſus, « op 

RicauſeGod The Prophet Eſay in his ſenenth Chapiter cryed out ſays 

him felfein ing:{@his nati6 02 people is without wiſdõ oꝛ adniſe;:would 

proper per'0n God they could talt oꝛ underſtand, x would fozeſe the latter 

* * , end. As alſo Þ Philoſophers rule is: Diſcentem oportet eredere, 

vs.therefore A learner muſt beleue , And the Pꝛophet alſo witneſſeth; 

we ought to tif we beleue not we ſhall not vnderſtand. And Salomon in 

«:(piethe the. fy2t of his Pꝛouerbes ſayeth: Py ſonne barken thou 

world.  vnto the diſciplyne of thy father . And in another ſcripturs 
we reade : if thou ſe a man of vnderſtandyng, ſtraight way 
watche to dzawe neare vnto him. And agayne : let not 
the woꝛdes of the elders paſſe by thine eares vnmarked, but 
ſtay thereat: and from the bottome of thy harte ioyne ther 
vnto the ſayings of the wyſe men, Then if hereby we bee 
taught to gine eare vnto wyſe men, to beleene their wozys, 
and to followe their counſell and aduice,is it not without all 
comparyſon mo2e expedyent that we giue eare, belene, and 
obeye the onsly wile God, which is in him ſeff the oꝛyginal, 
ſeperate, and eternall wyſedome :? Synce then the very true 
God him ſelke, the onely begotten ſonne of the father, foz 


bis aboundant charitie and lone wherewith hee loued vs, 
came 
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came down into the world, faking bpon him our nature and 
ſhape appearing viſibly undo men, being canuerſinat, ca- 
tyng, 'd2ynkyng, and tatkyng with them: of all olher it 
were m:ſt mate that wee (ould harken delt {ently bnto 
his counſeil and aduyſe And pectoꝛme it th!oughty as much 
as in vs map be done, But Cheiſt dyd by menp meanes 
and wapes (as appeareth by his ſayinges) manifoldlp ad⸗ 
uyſe vs to contempne the world, by promis ng re wardes, by 
p2efering helpe, and by making him 7 our ex unple. The 
which allo the holy Euange liſtes and Apoſtles dyd moſt e⸗ 
nidently ſette fe-2th . Therefoze obep and ſoifow his toun⸗ 
ſelleſpectally fince he is the way and the truth. Wihich belt 
knoweth the perilles of oue paſſages, and what is moſt ex⸗ 
pe dyent fo2 vs. Jo ſince he ſo entirely loved ve, that fog 
dur redemption he vouchſafed to dye, we maß be moff afſics 
red that the counſell he giueth vs is moſte lounde and ſure 
to leane vnto. Wherefoze become thou his diſctple/my wel- 
beloued)and follow in all thinges his meſt wholeſome and 
ſounde doctryne, that thou maveſt ſo much the moꝛe blolled⸗ 
ly and with moꝛe delight behold hin in the heauenly Etngs 
dome, as thou now doeſt beleue and harken vnto hym moꝛe 
attentyuely in this lyfe , To conclude, if an Kngell Houta 
tome downe from heauen, appearyng viũbly vnto thee and 
ſaping: Beholde the will oz counſell of God is that thou 
diſpyſe the woꝛlde, wauldeſt thor! not by and by obep and 
belcue it:? But now not an Angell, not a mellenger, but c- 
nen the God of Gods, the creatoz of Angelles, and the Loꝛd 

fall things is come in pꝛoper perſon. Pea and hath with 
lis owne mouth giuen the counſel to contempne the wozld, 
and to make thyne eſtate perfect. 

Fo? where as he tounſelled the rich yong man which fron 
his tender yeares had obſerued all the pꝛecepts in the gol⸗ 


den Tables ſaying: Thou lackelt pet one thing. zr thou wilt Mat 1. 


be perfea, goe and ſell all that thou hoſte and giue it to the 
poꝛe, and come and follow me:and thou ſhalt haue treaſure 
in heauen: he leſte the ſame counſel oꝛ adupſe fo thee alſo, 


D.ty, who 
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pet haſt not obſerued the holy p2ecepts 
in all poyntes from thy youth vpwardes. But thou wilt ſay; 
Can all men leade a perfecte lyfe : oz ſoꝛſake the wozld alto- 
githers Oh this is a feliſh obication, and meete foz fonde, 
wicked men. Cf whom Salomon ſapeth: the 
number is infinyte. And the holy fathers haue an⸗ 
ſweared thys kynde of obiemon at large, 
Fo2 there is great difference in iudgement betwerne that 
which is requyꝛed o the conſervation and mayntenance of 
the ficſt vudeuidable ſubſlance, and that which is requiſite 
to the conſcruation and mayntenance of the foꝛme o2 lyke⸗ 
nelle. But to remayne in the woꝛlde, to doe and perfozme 
the ace of gencration, and to till and manure the earthe is 
not requylite fo: the mayntenance of the fy:\t vndiupda- 
ble ſubſtance, but fo2 the mayntenance of our owne ſba⸗ 
dowe, ſhape, oz lykeneſſe. 

And therefoze let no man which findeth in him ſelfe any 

pꝛomptneſſe oz readinefſe refuſe that grace of God wozking 
in him and (ay: The wozlde niuſt not be altogither vnpꝛo⸗ 
uided o2 vafurnypſhed . 
Foz J p2ay thee tell mee, if thou ſhouldeſt altogither giue 
ouer the woꝛld, and giue thy felfe to a holy and ſolttaric life, 
ſhould the woꝛld therfoze fayle 2 Thinkeſt thou that foꝛ the 
oncly the earth ſhall be abandoned, oz the rockes tranferred 
and moued out of their places? No no but doc thou gyue 
eare and follow the counſell cf the moſt graue # wiſe coun» 
ſaplo2z, which is the Angell oz meſſenger of the great coun- 
ſell on highe , Do that thou mayelt ſafely defende thy ſelfe 
from inſinyte perylles, and walke in a ſafer, ſhozter, quyet- 
ter, and moz2e acceptable pathe, vntyll thou bee receyued 
into the reſting place of the Loꝛd thy God, 


who 


of the cõtẽpt Chziſt ſpake (as his Cuangeliſt John rehearſeth in the 
of the w N eight Chapiter) laying : J am the light of the wozlde . Be 


4 the exap le 


toat followeth me walketh not in darkeneſle: But ſhall 
haue the lyght of lpke. 
Mhere vpon Les did right Clerkely 2 
who 
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whole byctozic of our Damour whereby hee overcame both 
the wozlde and the diuill, was begunne and finyſhed in 
true humilitie, 

Furthermoze as Bernard witneeth,Ch:if did alwwayes 
choſe thoſe things which were moſt greuous vnto fieſh and 
bloud, and which did nioit declare hum itte. 4702 he choſe a 
poꝛe mother, of whom he was contented to be boꝛne in the 
middeſt of the colde winter, in the middeſt of darke night, in 
a ſtrange place, and in a homely Cribbe. UWrhe he was bo2ne 
he was w2apped in a fewe toꝛne cloutes, and lavoe in the 
Dre Paunger , Pran oꝛeouer when of him ſeife be was 
ryche and aboundant, o: rather the verie true, higheſt, and 
omni potent God,he became poꝛe fo: our ſakes, And ſo pw2e 
that he ſayd : The birdes ef the apꝛe haue their neaſts, x the 
Fores their dennes, but the ſonne of man hath not where to 


hide his head. And how many perſecuticns he ſuffced + endu⸗ Math. 3 


red by the {ewes is ſuſficicily teſtified by the Enangelifts, 


Foz ſome ſaide vnto him: Dee hath a diwill, and the man is lohn. 10. 


madde. Some called him glutton, bibber of wine, and friend Nah. . 


to the Publicans. Some ſayd that by Belzebub chief pꝛince 
of the diuils he caſt out wicked pirites. Other ſayde: Vow 
is this man from God, and we know that heets a ſinner . 
Will he kill him ſelfe, Sometymes they would tone him, 
ſome other whyles thꝛowe him Towne headlong, and at 
laſt they betraycd hym, and put him to a moſte vyle kynde 
of death. But in all theſe thinges what dyd the innocent 
Lambe of God, the ſonne of the enerlaſipug Father? oz 
ſoth hee was patient, her reſtoꝛed gad fo2 euill, he ſpake 
woꝛdes of ſaluation aud health euen to the vnthankefull 
people, he pꝛaped fo2 them which crucifyed him, like a ſheepe 
hee was ledde to the Slaughter, and he lap ill and helde 


his peace lylie a Lambe in the Shepthearers hands. When gg 
he was meſt falup and w2engfully accuſed befoze Pylate Mark. 5. 


and Yerove : hee anſwered not one wo2zd, Ve was made by 
GO the father, obedyent euen vnto death. Pe made 
bum ſelfe a ſacrifyce and oblation foz vs , Mee was 
O. iii. wounded 
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wounded fo2 our offences.And therefoze ſtretched out vpon 
the Croſſe. Vea his hands and feete were with hard 
nayles vutill all his bones might be numbzed, And thus it 
was expedient that Chꝛiſt ſhould ſuffer and enter into hys 
gloꝛ ie. Then if we deſire to bee chꝛiſtians and of the num- 
ber choſen to be ſaued, what remayneth fo; vs to doe? euen 
that we follow and imitate Chziſtes pouertie, humilitie, and 
patience , That we chaſtiſe our owne bodies by the true 
fruites of repentance , That we crucifie our fle ſhe with all 
the vyces and concupiſcenſes thereof, That we make haſte 
to walke in the narrow path with all feare and carefulneſſe. 
That we be not overcome with euyll,but let vs vanquiſhe 
the cuill with godneſſe. Let vs not rendꝛe euil fo2 god vato 
any man. Let vs not pamp2e and cheriſh our lleſhe in myle- 
rable delights , Noz let vs gene place foany ltghtnefſe, va⸗ 
nytie, oꝛ toyes , Mhoſocuer can obſerae theſe popntes, he 
opſpyſeth the woꝛld happylp, he ouercommeth himlſelfe lau⸗ 
dably , and he learneth of Chꝛiſt what it is to be mecke and 
bumble of heart. Foz about all thinges we muſt founde all 
our conuerſacion in true humylitie, Wherevpen Leo,ſpake 
grauely ſapinge : All the dyſciplyne of ch2iftyan lyfe doeth 
not conũſt in cunning woꝛdes, in ſharpeneſſe of wytte, in 
dyſputacion , no2 in vayne deſy2s of gloꝛy and p2ayſe , but 
in the true and voluntary humilitie which our Loꝛde and 
Dautour Jeſus Ch2ilt dpd choſe and teache (as the ſtou⸗ 
teſt kynde of defence) euen from the wontbe of his mother 
vnto the deathe of the croſſe. 
Whereby it appeareth alſo how trwe it is that Cypzyan 
ſayzth : All the lyfe of man, (if her lyue lyke a chzyſtian, 
and acco2ding to the Goſpell) is a croſſe and a martyʒdome. 
As alia Ch2yſoſtome trwely ſayeth : Nc man may well be 
termed a chꝛyſtian, vnleſſe he be confozmed vnto Chzyit in 
maners and conuerſacion, Wherefoze (my beloned)if wee 
knowe that Jeſus Chꝛiſt is our ſantorr and Lo2ve, let vs 


blaſhe and ber ahamed if we be not founde confozmable 
vnto bim | | 
| Let 
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Let vs be abaſhed to lyue, carnallp, delycatelp, e ſlipteoufy, 
Fo ioꝝ t tryumphe in mens pꝛayſe e fauour. To ſerke cheifly 
our owne commodytie and pꝛeferment. And to walke puffed 
up with a vayne and a pꝛoude hart. Foz our tyfe is in the 
.myddeſt betwerne the Angels and Beaſtes. I we line acco2- 
ding to the fleſhe, we are to be compared vnto Beaſtes , But 
if we lyue accoꝛding to the ſpyꝛite, we are made fellowes 
with Angells . And if we peeld to ſpyzituall ſinnes and of- 
fences,as pꝛyde, ambition, vayne glo2y, and wicked vany- 
tie, we are now copled vato Diuills rather then vnto b2ute 
Bealtes , Eſpecially ſince that ſpirytuall vyces ( ſpeaking 
in Genere are much greater and moꝛe græuous the carnall 
vyces are But wouldeſt thou knowe who were rightly to 
be termed a chꝛziſtian:? He is truely a chꝛiſtian (ſayth Auguſ- 
tine) which ſtheweth mercy to all men, which is not moued 
no2 diſquyeted with any inturye, which feleth another mis 
payne 02 greife as if it were his owne. Whoſe table is not 
ſhut from any poꝛe 02 needy , Which is accoumpted of ſmall 
gloꝛy oꝛ eſtimatian befoze men, to the end he may be glv2y- 
fied befoz2 God and his Angells . Which diſpyſeth earthly 
thinges to obteyne heauenly . Which ſuccoꝛeth the myſe⸗ 
rable and afflicted, and is moued to compaſſio by other mens 
teares . The rekoꝛe let vs clenſe our ſelues from all blottes 
and blemyſhes both of fleſhe and ſpirite , And let vs imy- 
tate Chꝛiſt our King by a wary and a frutefull lyfe, abho:⸗ 
ing and deſpyſing all wꝛath, all indignation, ſfouteneſſe 
and fizHelyneſſe, that being altogither conuerted, we maye 
be made as little babes agayne. | 


aint Paule in his third Chapiter of his EpyMe to d Gas The £3,645 
lathians hath theſe woꝛdes: Pꝛap pou therfo2e cõtinewally n of our 
that you may be thought woꝛthy to eſkape all p etills which e periiles 
are ta come & to fand be foꝛe h Donne of man, Now ſince wo ©5<vc*ts rs 


haue ſp2ke of ſuch thinges as enduce Þ tontt᷑pt of this woꝛld 
on þ behalf of god himſelfe, let vs alſo treate of fuch thinges 
as oaxht to endnce bs there bnto on our owne behalfe. Fo: 
wee arc ſet in the myddelt of * „and are enupꝛoned 
v. on 


to COLEM pne 
the worlde, 


Lake. 12. 
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on euery ſide with enemyes, yea and encloſed contynewally 
with a famylyare enemy,(p is our owne fleſh ſtryuing againft 
the ſpirite) and as the Apoſtle ſayth : Our wꝛaſtling is not 
agaynſt ficſhe and blod,but euen agaynſt ſpyꝛites oꝛ powers 
of the ay2e and Diuills . Not that he ment we had no ma⸗ 
ner of ſtryle no2 wꝛallling agaynſt fleſhe and b!ode, but bi- 
cauſe the ſtryfe, contention, and wꝛaſilyng which we haue 
agaynſt the temptations of Diuills is much greater andof 
moze fo2ce , In aſmuch as they be infatygable, craftye, and 
tre well pzyckes pꝛoucking moſt greedily the ouerth:ow and 
condemnation of our ſoules. A hereby it appeareth that we 
are be ſet rounde about with innumerable and erc@2inge 
greate-peryls , What therefoze can be beiter aduyſed vn- 
to vs, yea what can be ſafer oꝛ moze fo2 our health and ſal- 
uation, then to ſeeke a place of refuge, to go into ſome ſtrong 
walled towne, and therein to ſake ſeme mancion of reſt x 
quyet 2 In the which there maye de founde as many defen⸗ 
do2s 4 pꝛotedoꝛs as there are inhabytoꝛs . All armed with 
the right ſpy2ituall armour, and moſt redye to fight agaynſt 
ſinne , And where is this plate? Oz this ſtronge walled 
Towne and Cytie :? Fozſoth euen in the congregation of 
the deuont and relygious , Whoſe harte aud ſonle are all 
one in the Loꝛde. Of whome enery one doth by ſperche, 
by pꝛaper, and by examples, dꝛawe ſome other to followe 
hym in perfection , Which vüng vertuc foz an armour 
doe ſet oppoſytely ſynguler and competent vertues againſt 
euerpe pertyculer and neglygent vyce , Fo2 behold howe 
nod and pleaſant a thinge it is fo2 b2zeth2cn to dwell to ge- 
ther in vnytie . Foz as Salomon ſaveth : If ene of them 
fall , he ſhalbe rayſcd vp agayne by a n*tyer , Bea they 
haue contpnewall and moſt excclent ſalues and opntements 
(that is to ſaye remedyes ) agaynſt the dayly temptatyons 
of the Deuplles, and the woundes of vyces , And thoſe 
remedpes are: Zayly troubles and confuſyens , rebukes 
of ſuperpours, enſtrucis of p faythfull, conſolation of þ mer 
cifull,obſeruatid of god his woꝛd x comalidemits, 2 
all ing. 
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faſbing, pꝛayet, teaching, and holy medytations And fo ton⸗ 
clude euen as in this world, one doth dꝛawe another vnto 
inne + vyce, euen ſo in the tongregatid ol p devout and faith⸗ 
full one doth dꝛawe and entyſe a nother vnto vertues. And e⸗ 
ten as woꝛldly ſociety doth much hynder, ſo this doth very 
much further a aduaunce the perfection of godly lyfe, As Sa⸗ 


lomõ ſapth : The man which is helped by his bzother is as a pro. 1. 


ſtrong Citie well walled, And the Pſalmiſt ſayth: With the 


holy thou ſhalt be holy, and with the wicked thou ſhalt be pars fal . 


uerted. Wherevpon the holy wo2de doth agayne erho2te 
bs ſaying Be of daily conuerſation with the holy man, And 
with whoine ſoeuer thou knowelk to kepe the feare of God 
befo2e his eves, and whoſe ſoule is acco2ding vnto thyne in 
holpneſſe. jf02 in this woꝛld a man falleth often, but ryſeth 
ſcloome , Is ſone hurte greenoufly , and late healed per⸗ 
featly . Ve fayleth much and pꝛoliteth but lytfle , But in 
the congregation and feloſhype of the faythfull and true 
chꝛyſtians, all theſe thinges (by Bernardes opynyon and 
by certapne erperpence ) are cleane contrarye , Foz there 
men fall ſeldome and ryſe often, 

Are lyghtly hurt, and moꝛe eaſyly cured , Do leſſe decreaſe 
and mach moze encreaſe , Conſpder then euen deepely, the 
quantitie, qualytie, multitude, and magnitude, of thy perills. 
LTruely if this perill whereof J foꝛe warne the, were onely 
fo2 the loſſc of tempo2all thinges,foz troubles, oꝛ afflycions, 
pea were it fo2 tranſitoꝛie infirmittes, loſſe of lyues,o2 aby- 
ding of moſt bytter and paynefull death, yet were it tollera⸗ 
ble, and J would not be ſo carcfull foz the , But this perill 
whereof q meane, is concerninc the irecuperable loſſe of the 
higheſt vmmeaſurable, and vnchangeable godneſſe of God, 
And „ Rewpyſe it concerneth the purchaſing of cuerlaſtinge 
dan mation and the paynes of hell. 

Do that if thou d not eſtteme and dꝛeade this perill vehe⸗ 
mentlp, then haſt thou not thyne eyes illumpned neyther pet 
a cleare and lyuelp faythe , but a deadly and a darke Spy⸗ 
ryte, 


oz 
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Foz is this perill not to be feared (with cut all comparyſen) 
moze then any damage, lcfſe, treuble, contuſten, gricfe, and 
langupſhing, aduerfity, oz tempozall death : Pes ſurely, 
And foz that cauſe if thou wouldeſt in the daye of iudgemit 
be veyd of feare and be ſaucd,then be not vopd of care, vaine⸗ 
iy light and vafearefull, but carefull, bufic, and fearefull , 
Jod in ſo doeing thou ſhalt at the laſt be ſafe and fro, Furs 
thermoze ſince by Salomons woꝛdes it ſameth : That we 
are ignoꝛaunt whether we are pct woꝛthy of the leue,s2 has 
tredof God, and that all thinges vncertayne are ſo reſerued 
till the tyme to come,therfoze we ought to be hady and cares 
full befoze God, lcaſt we encutre the daunger cf his infinyts 

2ath and everlaſting dampnation To the avoyding whers 
of it is to be conſidered that certeyne ſinnts i byces(names 
ly of the fleſhe )arc the detter aboyde d and euercome if a man 
doth eſtraunge and withdꝛawe htmlſelfe from the materyall 
tauſe of the ſame , But how canſt thou onerceme ſuch vyces 
and their bzanches, if thou doe not fiye from the materpall 
cauſes thercof :? But doſt dayly keepe company with ſuch 
as tnhappyly wallowe t tcumble in thoſe enoꝛmyties, rea 
if thou docft become a fellowe vnto them, cating, dzintzing, 
and walking with them : Fo2 Yugo ſayth : That it is vn⸗ 
poſſible foꝛ any man ts eſche we ſinne, vuleſſe he refrapne the 
company of ſinners , Then they which are dayly coueraſant 
with ſuch as walke the bꝛoad and large way of perdytion, 
and are like and confozmabie vnto them, in eating, dꝛinking, 
clothing, ſpeche, paſtymes, and ſuch other lyght affectiones, 
bow ſhall they be able to auopde theyz moze gruous oſfen⸗ 
ces 202 how can they contyne we in the ftreyght path, and 
ryght way, walking with the which wander (o at large and 
raping ſo in cucry b2cade 4 beaten way : god fo2byd © thou 


ſhouldeſt arrogãtiy thynke thy (elfe of ſuch g ſo great pet ſeai⸗ 
on . Synce it is witten by Salomon he that handleth 
pytche ſhalbe defiled there wit. And he that doth com⸗ 
munycate with a pꝛoude man, ſhalbe entewed with perde. 
Dothe it not folowe by the ſame reaſon that he which 
comp 
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communyeateth with a lecher ſhalbe defiled with lecherpe? 
Augultine ſayth : J beheld the Ceders of Lybanus. Whoſe 
fall I doubted even aſmuch as the rewyne of Hieruſalem. 
And yet they both fell. To conclude J ſay in fewe wo2 des, 
that the moꝛe thou neclect the perylles of thy ſoule,the moꝛe 
thou pꝛoſpereſt in this woꝛld, the moze dclycatcly thou che⸗ 
ryſh and tender that frayle fleche of thyne, the mo2e thou fo- | 
lowe the will of thy harte, the leſſe thou regarde the loſſe of j 
thy tyme, the moꝛe thou doe now glo2zy, laugh, and wander | 
in vanyties, ſo much the moꝛe myſerable art thou, + ſo much 

the moꝛe greeuouſly to be bewayled and pyttied ,Yea þ leſſe 
thou thy ſelfe bewayle thy blyndeneſſe, iniquity, and negly- 
gente, ſo much the moꝛe theu art of others to be bewayled £ | 
pyttied , Wherefoze (my welbeloued) rowie thy ſelfe from i 
ſo many peryles and daungers . Flee from this woꝛld which | 
is the enemye to thy ſoule, conuerte thy ſelfe wholy and per- ; 
feuly to the Loꝛd thy God, leaue and fo2ſake( foz his ſake ) 
all the gods and delights of this lyfe, and he will gene vn» | 


to thee all the treaſures and abundauntes in the kingdome of 
heauen | 
Dur Sanjour ſaythin the ſeuenth Chapiter of Pathew : The world is || 

Be which heareth the woꝛd of God and doth it not, is lyke to be cõtemp- 
vnto a folyſhe man which buylt his honſe vpon the ſande, ed becauſeit 
The flwdes came and the wyndes bletwe, and burſt into h pas 

y houſe, + the rewyne thereof was great. The holy fathers (laden. 

doe compare this wo2ld to a great and ragyng Sea, which 

is toſſed with tempeſtes . And is paſſed with great daungers 
and many difficultyes, =_ 
Agayne behold the Loꝛde G O D( with whome all thinges 
doe cont in an vnchangeable efernyfie ) as the higheſt 
thinge to be ſtene 92 beheld vpwardes , And the wozld if 
ſelfe as the loweſt thynge downewarves , Then conſtder 
(fave they) lykewvſe the mynde of man placed as it were 
in the myddeſt beetwene them both. The which (by the 
cree{lence of manes condition) dothj floate abone the chaunge⸗ 
ableneſſe of this we2ld and yet hath not attayned the vn- 

; chaunge⸗ 
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changeahleneſſe of the diayne nature. Then ik mans minds 
touls channce thꝛough loue + greedy deſire of theſe thinges 
which paſſe downwards, to dzown it ſelfe therin, ummediate- 
ly it wilbe oucrth2owen with ſundzy wanes, and beinge 
(as it were)deutded from it ſelle, wil quickly be dyMipate and 
deſtroped. 

But ſo much the eaſier it wilbe fo gather it alfogether on a 
heape x to pꝛeſerue it, if it rayſe vp it ſelfe with an earneſt 
thought and deſire, foꝛſaking thoſe baſe and earthly places 
vntill at laſt it become altogither vnchaungeable by attep⸗ 
ning vnto that higheſt,+ moſt excelent inumutabylity Agains 
when a mans minde doth declyne downewardes by the lone 
which it hath to earthly thinges, it ſuffereth ſhipw2acke in 
the flodes of this woꝛld. And being myred 02 myngled a- 
mongeſt the changeable thinges, doth flowe away with the 
ſtreame. Sea 4 it is by a kynde of twofould daunger,toffed x 
retoſſed. Fo; both it is in perill to be dzowned by þ deepe af- 
fection it beareth to the lower parts, and againe by conty- 
ne wall wozking of the waue in multytude of affections, it 
is meruelouſly dyſſppate and dyſſeuered , But if it rayſe 
it ſelfe vpwardes from the loue of this pꝛeſent lyfe by the 
deſire that it hath vnto eternytie, and doe gather together 
all his thoughtes and cogitations,then doth it ( as it were) 
ſwym alofte in the flode, and doth ſpurn and kycke a⸗ 
waye all traunſito2y thinges as fplth oz werdes ſwymming 
loſe in the water. Mherefoze let the mynde of man (as 
it were) ſo repoſe it ſelfe in ſafety, by rayſing it ſelfe aboue 
and on it ſelfe towardes God and by retozning to it ſelfe, 
in it ſelfe, that by the conſtderations afozeſayd it (being 
rayſed aboue the wozld ) maye behold the perylles a farre 
of and reiopſe that it hath by any meanes eſkaped them. 
and this it is to go into þ Arke of the hart and the ſpy2ituall 
Shippe . By helpe whereof we maye happyly eſkape the 
waues of this wozlde wherewith we are toſſed alwayes , 
Then ſpurne from ther and deſpyſe theſe tranſitoꝛpe and 
frayle thinges , and behold thou arte ſwome and __ 
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out of this great dyluge of roaring waters Conſider depcly 
and medytate the heauenly Sacraments of thy redeniption, 
together with the benefytes of the dine govncfſe bellowed 
vpon ther, and thou art alredy entred into the Arke of thy 
hart and the ®hippe afozeſayde . Againe this woꝛld is moſt 
tonuenientip compared vnto a large feelde full of crewell 
theeues and robbers, In the which many are kylled and mur⸗ 
dered, and very few eſkape at any tyme vnwounded o2 not 
ſo:e hurt. Vea t that which is woꝛſt, they which walke com- 
monly in this field doe betray eche other into hands of thoſe 
therues. That is whileſt one of them doth leade another into 
the fall of ſinne, whereby he falleth into the diuells handes, 
And thou my welbeloued) if thou wouldeſt be afeard to walk 
in ſuch a felde repleniſhed with theues who might endaun⸗ 
ger the with tempozall death , how dareft thou then walke 
thꝛough this wycked wo2lde,wherein ſo many enemies are 
ſuboꝛned by wycked (py2yts,and ſo many ſtumbling blockes 
are layed to make the fall into enerlaſting fy2e 2 
Agayne this world is compared to a wad ſet on fpꝛe wher⸗ 
of (in maner) all the tres are burnt and deſtroyed . Foz 
we maye dayly behold howe the loue and-charytie of God 
is wared colde in mens hartes, how the loue of the wozld 
hath pꝛeuapled, howe the fp2e of concupyſcence , the ker⸗ 
uentneſſe of pꝛyde, and the flame of couetouſnes are kynd- 
led. Jn ſuch ſo2te that ( almoſt ) euerye man ſeketh to 
chyfte fo: himſelfe , And neuer ſceketh Chziſte Jeſus 
noꝛ thoſe thinges which pertayne vnto his glozye . Pen are 
tarefull foꝛ woꝛldly ſuſtenaunce, and not foz the pur eneſſe of 


ſeke to avoyde the dyſcomodities of this pꝛeſent lyfe, then 
fo eſkape the bytter and eternall tozmentes of hell fyze , 
And howe then dareſt thou chuſe but be carcfull how to eſs 
kape out of this wode ? yea and that with ſpede leaſt thou 
be burned and conſumed with the fy2e of vyce + lewdeneſle e 
Laſtly, it is compared vnto an olde Citie which foz the mozs 
part is become ruinous, battred, i deſtroyed, Jn ſuch 7 


the ſoule,no2 the cleanenneſſe of p hart. Pea they do rather 
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the enemyes may apꝛech and aſſault it on euery ſyde , S0 
that it is now no ſafe dwelling therein. But we muſt flye vn- 
to ſome ſtronger place of defence. Foz if we do rightly cons 
ſider our owne krayltie, how pꝛone we are to eupll, and how 
flow to godneſſe , we ſhall fpnde it requiſite to ſ@ke ſome 
ſafer reſting place foʒ our ſoules, wherein we map the bet- 
| ter eſchew and auoyde all occaſions of ſinnes, 
The corempt The pzincely Pzophet in his foure and foztyth Plalme, 
of the wo'l0® hath theſe wozdes : My daughter behold and geue care, and 
b *berery bend thyne eare to me, and forget thy people and the houſe 
profit wich Of thy father, and the king will earncſtly deſyze thy cwmly- 
calucih ther. nefſe, Although theſe woꝛdes be lytterally to be expounded 
ot . by the Church which is the vniuerſall Spouſe of Chziſt,yet 
| may they alſo be vnderſtode by enery faythfull ſoule and 
mynde which is alſo the perticuler Spouſe of Chꝛiſt. Jö: as 
Saint Auguſtine ſayth : eucry ſoule is eyther the ſpouſe of 
Chꝛitt, oꝛ the diuells concubyne, And therefoze the holy Pꝛo⸗ 
phet ſaying: Foꝛget thy people and thy fathers bouſe,mea- 
neth , deſpiſe theſe carthly thinges in reſpec of God and foz 
his ſake. Set aſyde kynſmen , bꝛetdꝛen, neygbboꝛs, and all car- 
nall affeaions. To thende, that all thyne affection may be to- 
wardes God,PYea make thy ſelfe ryche of ſpirituall ryches, 
and adoꝛne and decke thy ſcife with all grace and vertue. Foz 
the mo2e perfectly that thou contempne wozldly thinges, lo 
much the moꝛe thou ſhalt be replenyſhed with heauenly 
treaſure. As Gregoꝛy lapth : Be doth very well withdzaw 
bis loue from the creatures, which doth onely with the eyes 
of his hart and vnderſtanding. beholde the excedinge b2ight 
bewtie and louelyneſſe of the Creatour, So that (my deare 
and chꝛyſtian bꝛother / if thou do ſo, the kyng of kynges, the 
loꝛde of loꝛdes, the onely begotten ſonne of GDD, wyll ear⸗ 
neſtly deſyꝛe thy comelyneſſe. That is, thyne inward comes 
yneſſe, thyne in ward refoz mation, the bꝛyghtneſſe of thy 
wyſedome, and the keruentneſſe of thy loue , And that ſhalbe 
ſayed vnts the which is wꝛytten, in the Cantyctes: O my 
beloued how fayze aud amxable theu art: yea he wy * 
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ther being fo fayze and lonely. Be will blefſe thee with hea⸗ 
uenly light and the true fruites of the holy Ghoſt, He will 
aſſo cyate thee vnto him fo2 euer. So that thou mapeſt entoye 
him thy fill moſt ſwately and aboundauntly. Fo2 in him the 
whole fulneſſe of bleſſedicſe doth conſiſt . Yea the delight 
of God is to be with ſuch a ſoule, and to decke and ado2zne 
it daily with great plenteouſnelle, and to vyſit and comfozt 
it with moſt godly retoyfinges. Then let vs ( fo2 nods ſake) 
by the beholding of ſo great p2ofit , and by the defy2e and 
affection whiche we eught to haue vnto ſo greate nobpli⸗ 
tie ,lcarne fo contempne euen from our hartes this moſte 
vayne, varyable,nedye,fcayple, t intpſing world, which with 
dꝛaweth vs from God , Spnte it cannot ſatyſſte no2 contet 
cur affecte no2 cur defire . As Auguſtine witnlT-th ſaying: 
A reaſonable (cule created to the Iykeneffe of God, maye 
be occupyed in all thinges, but if cannot be revienyſhed, 
ſatyſũed, no2 fulfilled , Foz he which is capable of G OD, 
cannot be fille and ſatiſfied with any thing that is lcfle thẽ 
God , And agayne he ſayth : © Loꝛde thon haſt made cur 
bart fo2 thee, and it is thercfo2e troubled ⁊ cut of qupet vn⸗ 
tyll it maye come vnto thee , Nowe we haue ſhewed befo2e 
ſuffictently Þ the moꝛe our ſoule is ſtretched out o2 dyſperſed 
in earthly thinges , yea the mo2e it be occupied in tempo2- 
all thinges , and affected vnto woꝛldlp thinges , ſo much the 
lefſe can it be occupyed , gathered fogether, o2 affeged tos 
wardes God . And therefoze if we would haue it inceſ⸗ 
ſauntly occupped and exercyſed in him by ſyncere contem⸗ 
plation , feruent lone, de pe medytation, contyne wall pꝛai⸗ 
er, harty pꝛapſe, and thankeſgeuing „ [ct vs withdꝛawe 
and turne it away from the world and all that is therein, 
and let vs wholy applpe it, yea and as it were laye it flat 
and pꝛoſtrate befoꝛe the diuine mateſtye. Fo2 ſo ſhall it 
wounderfully growe and increaſe in grace . And let vs ſo 
entirely love and conſerue this true godly and moſte noble 
perfection , (which is beyend all comparyſon better, mo2e 
excclent , and moze to be deſpꝛed, then all the nods of 
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this woꝛld) that we may altogither and in euery reſpect,con- 
tempne the wozld{(foz the loue and deſire which we haue to 
the ſaid pcrfems )as a thing of nothing and altogither vayne. 
Neyther yet let vs thynke that we haue done anye greate 
thing to leaue and foꝛſake earthly and baſe things fo2 ſo ſu- 
pernaturall and excellent treaſures, but let vs ſinge pꝛayſos 
vnto Ood with an humble and louely ſpirite bicauſe he hath 
ſo taught, illumynate, erected, and (ty2red vp cur hartes to 
the true diſcerning, and full fozſaking of all vanptie and 
vpleneſſe in this wo2ld . Foꝛ they are trucly bleſſed whoms 
the Lo2d Loth ſo vouchſafe to teach, ſo to end':ce vnto the 
contempt of the wozld, and ſo to rayſe and ſtp2e vp vnto the 
full perfccti of a ſpy2ituall lyfe. Now my welbeloued)ſhould 
not he ſerme to haue a mynde (o2c darkened, + a hard hart, 
which hauing red, hard, and viderſtod theſe thinges, is 
neyther pꝛouoked to contempne the wozld, noz enflamed 
to attayne the Godly perfection befoze rehearſed 2 Doe not 
thou then fo; the loue of the leſſe, hazard to loſe the moꝛe. 
Be not moꝛe delighted in creatures then in the creatoꝛ. Doe 
not cleaue moꝛe carneſtly vnto the woꝛld, then vnto God, 
Fo2 behold the woꝛld with all the concupyſcence and vany- 
tic thereof paſſeth away and vanyſheth lyke ſmoke , But 
he which doth the will of God , ſhall abyde fo2 euer. 

It is wütten in the ſeuenth Chapiter of Eccleſiaſtes 
remember thy latter ende, and thou ſhalt neuer ſinnne. 


And ſurely ſuch as neyther the hozrour of death, the trem⸗ 


ung feare of Gods iudgemente, the bytter and enerla- 


things at the ſting paynes of the infernall to2mentes , no2 the infinyte 


latter day, 


felicitye of the heauenly habitacion can pꝛouoke 02 ſty2e to 
walke warely , to amend they? lyfe penitently , to fearc 
O © Dand to contempne the wo2ld : Are to be thought of 
a ſtony oꝛ rather a ſteely hart and mynde , Cſpecyally ſince 
we mult beleue (nay rather we know perkealy) that we 
mult once dye, and pet we are altogither ignoꝛaunt when 
we ſhalbe called hence, Therewithall we muſt vnderſtand p 
after this lyfe ther is no tyme of conuerſion no; re * 
nd 
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And why doe we then overſkype any moment oꝛ ocrafion 
wherein we might doe well? Uh doe we laffer and honre 
to palſe witheut ſome fruite 02 p;ofit 4 D2 why dare we p2e- 
ſume to perſeuer in ſuch eſtate, as (vet) we dare not dye 


therein ? But let vs dee as Dalomon ſayth : t hatlocuer ai. , 


thy hand can wozke, that doe thou wozke earneſtly , #92 
there are neyther wozking , ſkyl, connyng, noꝛ bnowlcdge, 
beneath where thou goeſt. 

Pea let it not be fulfilled in vs which Salomon ſapth in 
the ſame place: (meaning by the neglygent and vnaCuy- 
ſcd ) cuen as fyſhes are taken with the habe, and byꝛdes 
with ſnares , to are men caucht and oner taben in the ert ul 
houre which ſhall ſodeynelp come vyon them. Wlhercfo2e 
let vs neuer ſuffer the hozrour of death, the ſtrpaneſſe of 
Gods dꝛeadefull iudgement, no2 the feare of hell fpze, to 
be tcſtranged oꝛ eloyned from the eres of cur vnderſlanding. 
Foz as Hierome ſayth : Nothing can moz2 withdꝛawe a 
man frem ſin, then the ofte ren:cmbzaunce of death. und as 
Chꝛyſoſtome ſayth : This wo2ld is deterpe full, the ende 
thereof doubtfull , the iMac ho2ryble, the Judge terryble, 
and pet the payne vntermynable. 

To conclude even as Amb2ote ſayth : (lata the Wy!ns 
ſopher was alſo of the ſame opynmen the wh-!e ye of the 
which are wyſe is exercpſed in the medyfacton ok death, 
And thercfo2ce let vs foꝛecaſt what we muff be tn tyme to 
come. Foz whoſoener doth Fontly conſider in himſelfe that 
he muſt dye, he ſhall doubtleſſe deſpyſe thinges pet ſent and 
make haſt towards thinges to come , Nl herevpon it reſteth 
that god world haue our end vnknow? vnto vs And þ day of 
our death vncertayne. That whiles it is a wares vuknowẽ, 
and ret alwapes thought to be redy at hand euery man micht 
be ſo much p moꝛe feruft in operatid, as he is hᷣ moꝛe vncer⸗ 
tepne of his vocatto, Ther foꝛe let vs not ouerpaſſe ſuch lamã⸗ 
table dꝛeadfull cauſes w ſkipping t dauncing . Peyther let 
ts ſollycit the affapyꝛes of our death ieſtingly oꝛ vnadutſe dip. 
Fut whe we ryſe betime let vs not thinke to line vntill the e⸗ 
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when we lye downe to reſt, let vs not pꝛeſume of our vp⸗ 
rvſing.And by theſe meanes we ſhall eaſily bꝛydle our ſelues 
from all vyce and wozldly affection . Let vs well ponder 
that the houre appꝛocheth whercin we ſhall remoue out of 
this lyfe into an vnknowen region. There immerytately 
to abydc befo2e the trybunall ſeate of the moſt mighty and 
d2cadfull indge. Then our tyme myſpent and vnfruit- 
fully loſt will playnely appeare to be trrecuperable , Neither 
ſhall any thing? that we haue vnoꝛ dynately loued oꝛ vniuſt⸗ 
ly done here, be anyc wape able to helpe o: to comfozte vs. 
Chen ſhall we be ſoꝛy that we haue lyued ſo careleſip, that 
we haue umptted ſo many god things, and cõmitted ſo many 
culs . But let vs now ( whiles we haue tyme ) ſhewe foꝛth 
the true fruites of repentaunce , Let vs nowe ſo reucrence 
and honour Ch:ift our iudge, that we may then be reuerent⸗ 
ly by him receyued . Let vs now be ſo ſoꝛy and contryte foz 
our ſinnes, that we may then by Chzilt be eternally comfo2- 
fed, 
Acgaypne if wer doe well conſider the fryctnefſe of Gods 
judgement , wee ſhall cuen thereby learne vtterly to 
deſpyſe all the vanyties of the woꝛld, and grerdily to runne 
to true repentaunce. Foꝛ in the day of iudgement, the woꝛld 
hal! ftand in flamyng fy2e, which ſhaly burne and conſume 
the wicked and rep2obate ,Ch2ilt ſhal be reſident in the ayꝛe. 
All the holy companyes of Angels and of the heauenly Ci⸗ 
ttzens ſhalbe aſyſtaunt and ſhall vyſibly appeare . The re- 
pꝛobate (hal lye vpõ the grounde oꝛ earth which they haue ſo 
loued with their hozryble, blacke, and lothſome bodyes, 
which then ſhalbe moſt defoꝛ med hoꝛryble to behold, Some 
being halle eaten and toꝛne with the woꝛmes in they: ſe- 
pulch2e.Al the rable ot hell and all mankynde ſhalbe pꝛeſent. 
Then caery mannes lyfe ſhall appeare vnto himſelfe that 
they maye all at ones acknowledge the tudgement of God 
to be moſte iuſte Dh what care, what payne, what in- 
tollerable myſcrye and dꝛeade wyll it then be fo2 the wic⸗ 
ked, to ſæ that they muſt by and by be thzowen into þ * 
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Fo? immediately this ſentence muſt be pꝛonounced: Go pe 
accutffed into cucrlaſting fyꝛe. The earth ſhal opt hir mouth 
t ſwallowe'the.And they ſhall fall hedlong into the moſt derpe 
pytt of hell wherein they ſhalbe ſhutt and encloſed perpetu- 
ally. Let euerp tcue Chziſtian be teryfied by the remem⸗ 
bꝛaunte of this iudgement, as Vierome was teryſied ſaying: 
As often as J doe con{ider that dape, I doe ſhake and trem⸗ 
ble on all partes. Foz whether ( ſayth he) J cate oꝛ dzinke, 
oꝛ whatſoeuer J doe, the ſounde of that moſt terryble troum⸗ 
pet doth alwayes thunder in myne cares ſaying : Ryſe you 

that are deade and come vnto iudgement 
And agayne he ſayeth : When God the Lo2d ſhall come to 
iudge, the wo2ldſhall pyfionſly roare and crye. One Tribe 
ſhall ſhocke and iuſtle agaynlt another. The moſt mighty 
Pzynees ſhall go bare and naked groping rounde about , 
Plato the fole ſhalbe bzought in with his fonde Deſciples, 
Ariffotels fone arguing ſhall not then pꝛeuaple. When 
the Sonne of that poze handycrafteſman ſhall come to iudge 
the endes of the wozlde. Then our ſinnes ſhalbe on the 
ryghte hand, redye to accuſe vs. On the lefte hande, 
an infynit number ef wycked ſyy2ites ready to take hold on 
vs Underneth vs, the hoꝛrible maſſe oꝛ Chaos and confu- 
ſed heape of hell. Aboue vs, the heauens opened and rent 
in ſunder , In the ay2e , the angrey Judge. Without, the 
woꝛld Within the conſcyence ſkalding ond ſkoꝛch⸗ 
ing. Pea the iuſt man ſhall hardly be ſaurd. Wo be vn⸗ 
to the wꝛetched ſinner ſo ouertaken , Whether ſhall her 
five ? It ſhalbe impoſſible fo: him to lurke here and there, 
and it ſhalbe as vntollerable to appeare . The repꝛobate 
which are to be dampned ſe&ing theſe thinges, ſhalbe trow 
bled with a hoꝛryble feare , they ſhall mourne and languiſh 
fo; veracion of ſpy2ife and ſay : We haue erred from the 
waye of truth and the light of righteouſneſſe hath not ſhy- 
ned in vs. We haue ouerweryed our ſelues in the wape 
of iniquytie ,UWherefo:el my welbeloned let vs learne and 
chuſe ( with the choſen of pal abhozre the delightes of 
ul. the 
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the wozld,to binge fo2th the true fruites of repentaunce,fo 
ſerue Cod with dew reuerence,feare, and pureneſſe of hart, 
rather the to encurre wylfully ſo great callampties. Foz who- 
focuer doth dyligently and pꝛofoundly reuoluc t ponder theſe 
paynes and toꝛmentes of hell fyꝛe, he ſhall vndoubtedly ab⸗ 
hoꝛre all ſinne, all vanitie and pꝛayſe of this wicked world. 
Foz what a thinge is it to be fo2 euer encloſed in the pꝛyſon 
of hell, in the myddeſt of vnquencheable kyꝛe, in a moſte 
kylthie ſtinckinge and lotheſome lake, there to be vnſpeake 

ably tozmented , and with innumerable paynes to bee af- 
fipcted, without any leaſt hope of detiueric 2 Foz Gregozie 
ſayth , there ſhalbe in hell vntollerable colde , vunguenchea- 
ble fy2ze, a wozme al wapes gnawing, a ſtynche alwayes 
ſmellynge, palpable darkeneſſe, the ſkourge cuer ſtrpking, 
the ougly ſpyꝛites alwayes græuing, the confuſton of ſinnes, 
the delperation of all godneſſe, the hate and deteſtinge of 
all that is god and ryghteous , an vnremedyable turning 
backe from the highe heauenly maieſtie, and an irecupera⸗ 
ble turning towardes all euill and frayltie. 

Fo; although in hell there be the pꝛycke of payne and pu- 
nyſhement, yet there is no cozection no: amendement of 
will and conſent, Synce the repꝛobate ſhalbe ſo accuſed with 
their owne iniquinye, that righteouſnefſe neuertheleſſe ſhall 
not by any meanes be of them emb2acev, loucd,o2 deſired, 

But what neede we to heape to gether ſomanye wozdes of 
p:ofe of this matter? Doe thou thy ſelfe imagnne to be- 
hold l with the eyes of fayth and vnderſtanding ) a lake full 


myſerie, yea moſt b2ymfull of all deſperation, trouble, 

„and howlyng, boyling, with a moſt ſkalving kyze, 

and abundantly replenyſhed with moſt ſo2owfull ſoules, 
and then conſider what a thinge it were to be foz euer 
argued and to2mented therein to walke contynually in 
the blaſe of ſuch flamyng fy2es , to be racked and toꝛmen⸗ 
ted vncefſantly, and to be perpetually afflpcted with the moſt 
ho2ryble ſocyetie of the dampned , and the moſte ougly fa- 
ces and ſhapes of the Diuills : Foz this is it nn 
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boke of Job is called the Tenebꝛous land onerwhelmed 
with the thycke cloudes of death. The land of myſeryes x 
darkeneſſe, where the ſhadow of death, and no oꝛder, but per- 
petuall hozrur doth enhabyt , Fo2 oner and beſides other in⸗ 
finit paynes of hell, there is alſo troubleſome,paynefull,and 

mable dyſoꝛder cõtineually. Then doe not they ſeme 
vnto py moſt vnhappy, yea moꝛe then thꝛyſe and foure times 
molt vnhappy, who foz theſe moſt ſhozt and tranſito2y lyber- 
ties, vnlawfull delyghtes, wozldly vanytics, frayle affecy 
ons, rytches oꝛ pꝛoſperytie, doe fall into ſuch an vnſpeakea⸗ 
ble myſerie which ſhall endure fo2 euer? Wherefo:e let 
vs come fo2th + fozſake this bꝛoade 4 ope way of theſe wozld- 
lynges leading vnto deſtruction and vnhappineſſe, and let vs 
embzace and followe the ſtreyght waye, lyuing fruitcfully, 
fearefully,+ reuerently befoꝛe p Paieſty of the higheſt God, 

Pt is wꝛitten in the lxxxiui. Palm: How louc iy a delight ee , 
full are thy Zabernactes O Lo2d god of vertues:? my ſoule n. pete is 
doth cagerly deſire and faynte in the Court of God, And as a principall 
the docto2s and Fathers of the Church haue agreed, the loue meane 10 
and charytie of God is the lyfe of the ſoule , So that with wale 1510 
out loue and charytie, nothingis pleaſing, no: acceptable o ee 
befoꝛe God , Neither can it p2ofite any thing at all towards 
the obteyning of the heauenty telycitte , Then all our acti- 
ons, our thoughts, affections, ſpeaking, doing, oꝛ ſuffering, 
cannot be acceptable in the ſight of God, vnleſſe it pzoceede 
from charytie, eyther by way of allurement, by way of com- 
maundement, 02 by way of direction , Wherevpon it felow- 
eth that ſuch as doe bewayle, confeſſe, and repent, their mil⸗ 
deedes onely fo2 feare of payne, fo2 ſeruyle dꝛeade, they doe 
not therefoze obtayne fo2geueneſe , Fo2 cuery god deede, 
ought to be done fo2 the zeale of iuſtice and righteouſneſſe, 
and foꝛ Godly charytie, but not fo: feare . Thereof the A- 
poſtie ſaicd: If I ſpeake with the tonges of Angels and of 
men, and pet haue not charytie in me, it ſhall nothinge 
p:ofit mee. Foz the doe wee chiefly perfozme our dutpes 
when wer reverence GD 75 2 foz feare , but wo 
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foꝛ the ſure truſt and confidence that we haue in his loue. And 
when 3c alous affection,/not dꝛeade) doth rayſe vs tpwards 
to doe that is god By this dꝛead is vnderſta de and ment the 
ſeruyle feare which onely and pꝛincipally dothe reſpeg the 
puniſhment and coꝛredien. Lf the which ſatn John ſayeth; 
There is no feare in perfect charitie . Then ſince we might 
be enduted (as hath been befoꝛeſayde / to the couitemyt of this 
woꝛld by the conſtderacton of death, iudgement, z the paines 
of hell, yet ought we much moꝛe 4 by much ſtronger reaſen 
to be onduced there vnto by the confideracton contempla⸗ 
cion and loue cf the perpetuall bleſſedneſſe a glo2y of the cho⸗ 
ſen, The which is of a certayne infinif dignitie, fince it is an 
immedyate frewitton of that viumeaſurable, gos, boly, and 
gloꝛtious Cod. Wherefoze as this fre wition 1s altogether 
lupe rnaturall, we can neuer atteyne therevnto but by ſuper⸗ 
naturall meanes. As thankeful thanuſgeuing, Fayth, Nope, 
Charitie,4 the other gyftes of the holy Choſt. And the moze 
perfectly and plenteouſly that theſe meanes do dwel x abyde 
in vs, ſo much the moze vehemently we deſpiſe all woꝛldly £ 
tempoꝛal things + plainly perceue their, vanitie, vyleneſſe, x 
detytfulnes Yea we vw lo much p faſter, moꝛe affectionately, 
moꝛe abundatly,mo2e ſwyftly t vaceſſantly, aſpyꝛe, go foꝛe⸗ 
wards,ap»2och, o rather runne outryght towards pᷣ bleſſed⸗ 
neſſe of the heauenly Paradyſe x habitacion Embꝛaũng x ex⸗ 
ecuting all the helpe, faucur, t allyſtance of gods holy ſpirit 
moꝛe redyly and moꝛe chearetully. Wherefoze let vs be mo⸗ 
ued by the deſire cf the felicitie and gloꝛy of the clea to per⸗ 
foꝛme ſtoutly and couragiouſiy all thinges that may pleaſe 
God, Let vs quickly t out of hande foꝛſake the woꝛlde, yea 
lette vs accompt all the fraylties thereof to be as dyzt and 
donge. Fo: as Auguſtine doth well teſttie: The bewtie 
of ryghteduſnelle, and the pleaſantneſſe cf theternall lyght, 
are ſuch and fo greate, that although a man myght therein 
remayne but one onely houre in a de, pet euen fo; that 
ſmall ſpace vnnumerable pearcs of thys lyfe bœinge full 


of delyghtes and le winge with tempozall pleaſures, were 
| wozthelp 
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wo2thily ts be foꝛſaken and ſet at naught. Foz in the citie 
of God and the kingdom of the elea, the lawe is char itie:the 
king is veritie: the peace is feluitie: and the whole courſe 
of lyle is eteruitie. A heretoꝛe my welbetoucd)p2zepare thy 
ſcifc and marke narowly what a great felicitie the bledled 
uuop, and what exceedyng delight it is to ſe God playnety 
and diſtinctly, 502 the fapꝛer that any thing 15, doe we not 
acco:npt it allo the oe delectable to beholdit playnily and 
perf2aly ? Dince God then of him ſelfe is elflentially,total- 
ly,and vadeſcribably,fap2e,holy, pure, and bztght chinyng, 
0; rather the true and intunte beautie, che yen ſubſtantiall 
ſoʒme, the ſeparate, te. nall, pei fia, umple, and viunyred, 
comelineſſe, the chief fountayne, oꝛiginall cauſe, and exem⸗ 
plare ſhewe, cf any fapzeneſſe, comelmeſſe, pureneſſe, and 
cleateneſte, in all creatures, the moſt beautifull and comely 
of all other beyond compariſen: it is therefoze moſte eup⸗ 
dent that to ſe and behold hun face to face, and in his pꝛoper 
per ſon, us moſt delightfull,moT deledable, and moſte gloꝛy⸗ 
ous, excdyng to to much all other delight and gloꝛy moze 
then can be with wozdes expꝛeſled. Foz the better, werter, 
and perfcaer that any thing is in it ſelfe, the moꝛe delight⸗ 
full ano pleaſaunt the fruition therof mult be. V ut our Loꝛd 
God being omntpotent, oneiy to be adoꝛed, happie, and (of 
him ſelfe) moſt excelent pure, vndeſcribable, and incomp2c- 
denſible godnelle, that infinite ſwarteneſle, that ſo perfecte 


Being, that what ſocuer pertapneth to the fulneſſe, woꝛthi⸗ Ens. 


neſſe, and pꝛehemimence, ot any Being, pꝛeſent, paſte, oz to 
come, mu nades ogra and be lyke vnto it in all perfection 
and excelencie, it muſt needs follow that the immediate fru⸗ 
ton of it, Mould be altogither and in all reſpects,meft plea⸗ 
launt, ſwerte, and delcaable. o: the obtayning whereof all 
the ioyes, hond eg, pꝛayles, and pꝛoſperities of this wozlde, 
are inftu:tcly and with exceedyng lothſemencſle to be diſpp⸗ 
ſed Then conltder in luch loꝛte as thou mayeſt, what toy it 
would be ts fee and behelde the cternall being of his diuyne 
maieſtie. Low it is and hath bene from the beginning of it 
P. v. lelke, 
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ſelfe, made noꝛ created by any man, noꝛ dependyng of any 

h thing, but to it ſelfe,of it ſelfe, by it ſelfe, and in it ſelfe al- 
f wayes ſufficient, Confider howe much god it would doe ther 
playnely and face to face to beholde the vndiſcribable, admp⸗ 
rable, and incompꝛehenſible God, and in his euer ſpꝛinging 
} wiſedome and ſapyence to ſe and diſcerne the whole oꝛder, 

oP comeclineſſe,truth,and perfecton,of all the vniuerſal wozld, 
with many ether moſt ſecrete treaſures of gladneſſe? yea to 

inioy this vumeaſurcd godneſle and treaſure, and wholly to 

polſe ſſe it. And ther with to haue all that may ſeeme faire, a⸗ 

inyable,o2 to be deſired, Agayn to be ſo exceedingly illuſtrate 

with the godly wiſdome,+ ſo abundantly repleniſhed with 

the diuine codneſſe, that all thy capacitie,vaderſtading,and 

all thy deſire, might therwith be thꝛoughly filled 4 ſatiſfied, 

Mea furthermo2e, conſider what erceding pleaſure it would 

be to taſte the ſwertneſſe of godly peace and tranquilitie, to 

be cuen ſwallowed vp in the loue of thy creatoꝛ, to be tranſ- 

fo:mcd into God, to be made perfectly lyke vato him, to im⸗ 

b:ace him leninaly in him ſelfe, in ſuch ſozte that thou coul- 

beſt not at any tyme be withdꝛawen o2 plucked away fro his 

ſtaht, laue, imbraſings,to ſee 4 percetue » meſt ble ſled viſion 

alid in ward contemplation of the holy Trinitie, 2 the iſſuing 

out of the ſame, how the ſonne p2occedeth from pᷣ father, and 

howe the holy ghoſt p2oceedeth from them both, bowe they? 

perſons are to be woꝛſhipped as one in being, a thꝛe in ſub- 

ſiſting, and finally,to behold t perceyue perfectly their mutu- 

all well pleaſing, ioye, imbꝛaſmg, loue, and gloꝛie. Fo2 the 

diuyne and vacreated perſons doc mutually loue eche other 

f with an vameaſurable kynde of loue, they beholde eche o⸗ 

ther with an infinite kynde of delyght, they tniope eche o⸗ 

ther with an vntermynable kynd? of ſweeteneſſe, and they 

them ſelues (onely) doe fully and compꝛehenſtuelp, knowe, 

and beholde them ſelaes , Do that the choſen ſhall retoyſe 

in them ſelnes at the ſight and viſion of God,in themſelues 

they all reioyce in the beautye and comelineſſe of their 


beaicuily bodies, and the bodyes of their cozpozal creatures, 
and 
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and in them ſelues they ſhall reioce in the gloꝛiſicatien of 
the bodie and the ſoule , As alſo without and about then 
they ſhall retoyce in the ſocietie of the Angelles and blelled 
people of God , Jn them (hall doubtleſſe bee ſœne the truc 
bꝛyghtneſſe of the lommers lyght, the true pleaſaunt i elle of 
the ſpꝛyng, the perfede aboundance of the harutſt, aud tho 
right tranquilitie and reſt of the deade winter. In them Cod 
ſhalbe ſeene without end, ſhal be inioped without contempt, 
and pꝛayſed fo2 euer without wear ine ſſe. In them Cod 
ſhall be an aboundance of lyght and trueth to the reaſon 
and vaderftandynge , a multitude of peace and quyct to 
they2 will and conſent, a continuance of eternitie to theyz 
memo21e, and an vnmoueable ſtape to they2 eſtate . O life 
of lyues, mofte lpuelp, (werte, ampable, and euer to bee 
thought on, wherein chiefe ſecuritic, ſecure tranquyllitye, 
quyet delecabylitye, delecable felicitye;happye eternitie, 
and cuerlaſtyng glozie, are to bee imbꝛaſed and inioyed in 
Gods mercy, In the which there is to be found the affluence . 
of ryches, the influence of delightes, and the confuence of 
all god thinges. Wherefoze (my welbeloned) let thy ſoule 
bee inflamed with the deſpze of thys bleſſedneſſe. 

Fo2 it, let all thy god actions bee erercyſed effectuallye, 
and let thy mynde medytate there vpon cuſtomarily . Doc 
not ſubiecte thy ſelfe to the peryll of loſing thys glozie, fo: 
the woꝛlde and vanities thereof , Fo2 finally, it reteyneth 
ſo great grace in thys lyfe,and ſo great glozie in the woꝛlde 
to come, that though wee were ſure that wee might inioye 
them in thys wo2lde, yet fo2 the loue of increaſing and pꝛo⸗ 
fityng therein, wer ſhoulde wozthily leaue and fo2ſake all 
thinges foz God. Who of hys great clemencye gyue thee 
vaderftandyng ts taſte and perceyue theſe thyngs perfectly, 
and to harken and obeye vnto god and godly counſell, Foz the 
iudge ments of the Loꝛd our God are incomp2chenſible x ve- 
ry dꝛeadfull. And where he powꝛeth his grace into one 4 not 
into another, that (as Auguſtine ſapeth) is foz ſome hydden 
cauſe, but foz none vniuſtneſſe in GD D. But I — 

da 
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dayly beſeche Cod in p bowels of Jeſus Chꝛiſt, that he will 
make merueplous his merties in thee every kynde of way. 
Salomon vſcth theſe woꝛdes in the xx. Chapter of Ec- 
tleſiaſtes. God hath giuen wiſdome, knowledge, and reioy⸗ 
ſing to the man that is god, and to the ſinner, afftiction,# ſt 
perfinous care. We haue alreadie treated ſuſfitiently of the 
contempt of this woꝛld, as well on Gods behalfe as on our 


-owne. Now then it ſhall not be amiſſe to ſpeake thereof by 


regard of the wo2ld it ſelfe,the which if it be well conſidered, 
it conteineth in it ſclfe whereby to be confempned and dif- 
piſed . And firſt this one thing commeth to memoꝛie, that 
the loners of this woꝛld are toſſed and retoſſed with ſundꝛy 
troubles, diſquiettes, aſſlia ions and laboꝛs, in ſuch ſoꝛte that 
it miniſtreth moꝛe payne and bytterneſſe then delight and 
quietneſſe in all things whereof men hope to haue tonſdla⸗ 
tion. Fo2 whileſt they are withdꝛawen oz turned bark from 
the higheſt and moſt ſimple godneſſe, in whom onely true 
peace, and true ioy doe abound) they diſperſe them ſelues in 
tempozall and earthly things. And being not perfectly eſta⸗ 
bliſhed in any one thing, they are tarped vniuerſallp. 
Whereby they are affeded with manifolde paſſtons and 
thoughtes, as now with delight, then with dollo:, now with 
fone, then with hate, now with deſire, then with dildapne, 
now with longing, and then with loathing . Foꝛ they haue 
not the ſkill to bꝛing things vnto an equall meaſure by the 
iudgement of reaſon and diſcretion, noꝛ to be in a kynde of 
tranquilitie in euerie occurrent, but lyke vnto bꝛuit beaſtes) 
they follow the foꝛce and ſwap of their pangs and paſſions, 
attoꝛdyng to the impulũue motion of their ſenſualities and 
luſtes. CA hereby it falleth out moſt commonly that they ne⸗ 
ver continue long in one diſpoſition. And beſides theſe conſi- 
derations (accoꝛdyng to the 13hilofophers opinion) a man 
which delighteth in contemplation and (ſpeculation,hath (in 
him ſe!fe)(ufficient matter and cauſe of nod delight. Dynce 
be ts filled with ſpeculation, and retovſeth in heauenly con- 
ſiderations (chat is to ſay)in ſcientiall and ſapientiall points 
D 
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of knowledge,in the which he is ſpiritually delighted. New 
ther doeth he ſeeke oz require delightes in ſenſuall things 
out of him ſelfe. But the vnlearned, the carnall,and wo21d- 
ly men doe not taſte any ſuch delight, neither haue they ſin⸗ 
cerely the matter 02 materiall cauſe of delight and conten⸗ 
tation within them ſelues , Therefo:e they ſake to reioyce 
in outward things wherein they ſtumble not al waves vpon 
pleaſaunt and pꝛoſperous ſuccefſe but / oftentumes vpen hard 
and ouerthwarte accydentes, which makes them moſt com⸗ 
monly to endure gricfe and diſqupet of mynde. And by god 
reaſon ſhould that man which is devout and ſpiritnall,con- 
tayne in him ſelfe wherewith to be ſpiritually delighted in 
God, yea euen in aduerũtie. But the woꝛldlings and the vy- 
tious men haue now wꝛath, then ladneſle, nom enup, the in⸗ 
dignation, ſometymes ſodayne feare ( which be moſt painc- 
full and bitter paſſions) whereby they doe not one ly wound 
and weaken their ſoule, but many tymes alſo they fret their 
mynde and waſte their coꝛpoꝛall ſtrength. Fo2 ſomewhiles 
they are (as it were) reĩolued into vayne my2th, puffed vp 
with vayn hope,x ſtretched out into vayn deſires, + ſtraight 
wayes agayne they retoyce in that which ought to make the 
ſadde, and ware ſozowfull fo2 that which might giue them 
greater caſe of comfoꝛte, gaping fo2 that which were to bee 
ſhunned and auoyded, & flying from that which is moſt pꝛo⸗ 
fitable + woꝛthie of long crpectation , o that whither they 
be mery,0o: mourn, they are al wayes vnhappie,and deſerue 
paynes in the tyme to come. Yea ſo much the moꝛe greæeuous 
payns, as their affects haue bene p mo2e diſo2dered, Wi her- 
vpon the Loꝛd ſapeth/{peakyng of ſuche as gloꝛie and boaſt 
not right, but woꝛldly and vaynely)Euen as much as he glo⸗ 
ryfpcth himſelke, and walloweth in delightes, ſo much do 
you gene vnto him of toꝛment and lamentacion , And alſo 
Auguſtine wytneſſeth : A diſoꝛdꝛed mynde, becommetha 
payne and puniſhment vnto it ſelfe. But fo2afinuch as (bc- 


fo:cſapde) in the louers of this wo2ld, affectiones are dyſoꝛ⸗ 


dꝛed, pꝛepoſterous, and ouerthwart, it muſt ner des fall out 
alſo 


Apoc. 18. 


Sap. 3. 


lob. 15. 


Eſa. 66. 
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alſo y they are greeuous ⁊ payncful vnto them ſelues which 
poſſeſſe them. And ther vpon it is confeſſed : we haue walked 
in the harde and difficult pathes. We are even wearyed in 
the wayes of iniquitie, but wee are alfogither ignoꝛant in 
the wayes of the Lozd. Whervpon it is lpkewyſe wutten; 
The ſcund of terro2 is alwayes in the cares cf 2 
And when it is peate, be yet miſtruſteth y enimxes attempt. 
Agarne if they chaunce at any tyme to retoyce, their mirth 
turneth alſo to theyꝛ owne ouerthꝛow. Wut the well oꝛde⸗ 
red mynde, the quyet and deuoute mynde, is cuermoꝛe pleas 
ſant and comfo2table in it ſelfe. And thercfoze by Vieroms 
opinion, the places wherein charitie docth raigne, are the ve⸗ 
rie Paradiſe of Cod vpon the earth , Vea vpon the qupette 
and merke harted, the holy ghoſt doeth reſt and abyde. Foz 
a well inſtructed man is ſ werte and comfoꝛtable to his own 
ſoute , J meane s man well inftruced in ſuch inflruoten as 
is decked and ado2ned with vertues. And ther foꝛe although 
there were none other rewarde alligned vnto the qupet, 
peaceable,and well oꝛdered mynde, then this inwarde con⸗ 
tentation and ſweetencſſe of peace, ſinceritie of acleare cons 
ſcyence and holy cenſolatien: all (which are dayly to bee 
founde tn it ſelfe) it were yet woꝛthie and a right woꝛthie 
thing to endeuour and ſtudic continualip ho we to be dec⸗ 
kcd with vertues, whollp to gpue it (clfe over vnto oꝛder⸗ 
iy liuyng, and fully to renounce and fv2falic all wozldely 
de lyghtes and vanities. 

And acco2dyng there vnto ſaycth Oregozie: That is the 
true and higheſt tope oꝛ ceriſolation , which is cencepued 
in the Creato2 and not in the thyrges created , And when 
ſo euer thou recepue that (ſareth ber) no nan Mall bee a⸗ 
ble to take it from thee, 

In comparpſon whereof all other mpzth is mournyng, 
all other pleaſure is payne, all ſwcate ſoure, all leefe loth⸗ 
lonte, and all delyghtes ace dcilo;ous, 

And agayne he ſapeth: Nothing in this lyfe is moze la⸗ 
bourſome 02 payncfull , then to bee tofied with caithlye 

deres. 
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deſires, Neyther is there any thyng moꝛe qupet then fo 
couette 02 deſy2e nothyng. But the ſpirituall ryches(ſaith 
he) are loathed when they are not yet had noz poſſeſſed, 
and that is of ſuche as haue not yet tryed them. Whych 
may peraduenture bee a cauſe (my welbeloued) that thou 


arte the leſſe allured and entyſed vnts the diuyne, ſacred, 
and ſincere delyghtes of ſpirituall conuerſation, and 
that thou makeſt the lcfſe haſte therevnto, bycanſe thon 
haſte not (as J geſſe ) yet tryed them. But giue eare 
vnto thys holy father Gregoꝛie, make haſte, yea peſt haſt, 
to attapne vnto a perfece (py2ytuall Iyfe , leaupng the 
wo2lde and all the concupiſcences thereof . 


And hope that thou ſhalte taſte howe ſweo&te the Lo2de 


is, foꝛ create is the multifude of his delectableneſſe. 


And thou ſhalte bee delpghted in the multytude of Chꝛiſt 1. Pet. 2. 


hys peace, the which paſſeth all ſences and vnderſtandings, 


and whych the woꝛldlynges can not taſte. Bycauſe as the pn zo. 


zophette witneſſeth : There is no peace vnto the wicked 
h the Lo2d God, | 

And to conclude, accoꝛdyng to the olde Pꝛouerbe, who 
is ſohonoured, that hee is not ſometymes troubled 2 who 
is in ſuche eſtymation, that hee is not alſo ſometymes in 
trybulation 2? And who ſitteth on hyghe that is not ſub- 
iecte unto vanytye , And as Gregozie ſayeth : The moze 
that anye man is extolled wyth honour and dygnytye, 
the moꝛe is hee loaden with greenous burthens, 
And all thonges that here doe erccll, are moꝛe vered with 
grieke then they are reiopſed wyth honour , and moz2e 
doth the fall of dampnation thꝛeaten and affrighte them, 
then theyꝛ hope to attapne euerlaſtyng bleedneCe can re- 
comfoꝛte them. oꝛ mercy is graunted to thoſe which ſeme 
of leaſt dignitie. M hileſt they Þ are mightie⸗ſuffer therewith 
mighlie toꝛments. Foꝛ tudgemet ſhalbe moſt greeuous vnto 
the which bear greateſt auctho21tie,+ haue greateſt pꝛehemp⸗ 
nfce.And thervpon Chꝛiſoſtom ſayd:who deſireth to entrude 
him ſelt into ſpiritual pꝛomotids, oꝛ to take charge of ſoules. 
but 
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but ſuche an one as fearcth not Gods iudgement 2 if is a 
great ſecuritie of mynde and quyet of conſcience, lo reteyne 
nothing that hath in it any leculer concupiſcenſe. Vea and it 
is a vyle and miſcrable bondage, to be altogither troubled in 
woꝛldly affayꝛes, and to leaue God fo:gotten Although vnto 
many woꝛldly men it ſeemeth greeuous to be occuppe d 02 cd⸗ 
uerſant in any thing els then pꝛmate p2cfit, which haue not 
the (kill oꝛ vnderſtandyng hows to occupie them ſelues in 
holy + vertucus actions , And the ſoule of man is ſuche that 
without lone and ſomewhat to be exerciſed on, it can not cd⸗ 
tinue. So that the leſſe it be occnipycd and affeccd obout god, 
ſo muche the moze it is pow2ed out and britewcd in vayne 
and carthly things, Agavne Bernard ſapeth: the inſatiable 
loue of riches doth much moze toꝛment men with defire,the 
the vſe therof can recomfo2t them when they haue cbtetned 
it. Fo2 there is labo2 and payne in gettyng of them, fears 
and dꝛead in poſleſling them, aud much ſoꝛo w and gricfe in 
foꝛgoing them. Yea golde doth moſt greene him which hath 
greateſt aboundance thereok. Thercfoze to the ende thou 
mapeſt with a quyet mynde ſerue Cod deuoutly, fiye from 
and eſchue the troubleſome affayzes of this wo2ld,the co21 os 
rall delightes, and the deceyuable treaſures, Cleauc faſt vn⸗ 
to God onelp that he may become thy iope and com foꝛt, and 
thou ſhalt ſing with the N ſalmiſt: In Cod is my health and 
my gloꝛie, he is the God of my helpe, and my hope is in him. 
And let ſuch reioyſe in tempoꝛall things as haue not the ſkil 
to deſire heauenly and euerlaſl ing treatures. 
The loſſe o It is wꝛitten in the holy woꝛd of God: Woatche you (fo2 
ty me or miſ you know not when the Loꝛd commeth, ouer nigbt, at nyd- 
f panting of night, oꝛ in the gray mozning)lcalt whe he conueth ſedeyn⸗ 
— 5 ly he fynde you lleepyng. Loke to your (clues, watche, and 
the contempt P2AP. Yowe much fo euer we leue God and the lyfe to come 
of the world. in the heauenly kyngdome, euen ſo much we ought to eſchue 
all ſuch things as hinder and let vs from the gelting of the 
euerlaſting beatitude and vayon vnto the diupne maeſtie. 


And what (J pꝛay you) doth fo much hynder vs fron: the ob- 
tayning 
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tayning thereof: £52 ſoth ryches, delyghtes, honours, bant- 
ties, and woꝛldly pꝛoſperities. oꝛ a man being wholly bent 
vnto them doth not onely myſcrably and vnfruitefullp leeſe 
ſuch tyme as God lendeth him to repent and amende, but 
furthermoze he doth dapelp fall into many vyces, commpt 
many faultes , he remembꝛeth not G O D, omytteth all 
bewties , and runneth into innumerable impedimentes to 
ſalnacion. And therevpon Chꝛyſt ſared: Yow hard it is e 
fo: them that are ryche to enter into the kingedome of 
God? Fo2z ryches being ones poſſt ſſed, are very hardly deſ- 
pyſed . And earthely thinges (beinge ones gotten) are moꝛe 
ſtryalp beloued, then they are coueted befoze they be had, 
Do that they which altogither apply the multiplyinge of ry⸗ 
ches, do neclec to ſeeke the iopes of the woꝛlde to come. 

And whylcs they do not medytate and deepely conſider the 
ſoundeneſſe of eternitie, thep loue and eſteeme this baniſhe⸗ 
ment, as it were the heauenlp habitacion, 

To conclude, how much mo2e the louers of this world do 
fozgett GDD, euen ſo much the moꝛe alſo are they of him 
abandoned and fozſaken, and ſo much the moꝛe theyꝛ harts 
thalbe hardened, W herevpon it oftentpmes havpeneth that 
they lone nothinge effectually which pertepreth vnto Cod. 
They couet not heauenly thinges , but fo: the moſt parte 
now a dayes) the woꝛſe that men become. the moꝛe careleſſe 
pet they are , And whiles they neuer foke vp to ſ& from 
whence they be fallen, noꝛ feare the puniſhmentes to come, 
they ware ignoꝛaunt how much they are to be larzented. 
Fo2 the moꝛe that they cleaue vnto vayne and euyll things, 
the leſle they acknowledge the god things which they haue 
loſt. And a mighty thinge do they accompt the gloꝛy of this 
woꝛlde. Yea and a te pumphant gloꝛp do they eſte me it, to 
flo2iſh pꝛeſently accoꝛdinge to thepꝛ hartes deſy2e , Never 
fearing noꝛ fozeſceinge the perpetuall puniſhmentes which 
they ſhalbe foꝛced hereafter to endure; 

That man onely perceineth that it is nothinge at all to flo» 
ryſh in iniquitie, which hath 9 5 the fkote ⸗ 


ſteppes 
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ſteppes of his affcaion from the loue of this wozld , Foz if 
we would thinke vpon the cternall rewardes, wee ſhould 
ſone elpie that the pꝛeſent glo2te is nothing at all. But 
he which fyreth his harte in things pꝛeſent, neuer weping 
no; conſideryng the punyſhmentes to come fo2 the — 
but is paffed vp with falſe ryches, and reioyſeth when he 
ath mo2e cauſe to be lamented, he is ſubiede vnto many 
miſchicfes . Þynce there can be no truer no2 ryghter my- 
ſerie, then falſe and vayne tryumphyng . Vea and enerye 
man doeth ſo much the moꝛe outwardly retoyce, as hee doth 
inwardly the lefſe remember him ſelfe, Theſe ſentences be⸗ 
faze allcaged haue gathered out of Gregoꝛie, wherby thou 
mayeſt playnely perceyue how perillous a thyng it is eſpe⸗ 
cially foꝛ ſuche as p2ofeſſe refozmation) to apply our affec- 
tions vnto theſe earthly things. But peraduenture thou 
doeſt purpoſe to vſe ryches without abuſe, and fo bee con- 
uerſaunt amongeſt wo2lylyngs, but not wozld!p and wan- 
tonly, and to eate and dꝛynke amongeſt them without ry- 
otte oꝛ banquettyng. And fynally to vſe the fauour and ho- 
naur of men without tryumphyng o2 gloꝛ ping therein, 
Surely if thou couldeſt perfozme this, it were agreat pers 
fecton , But hardly can the beſt and moſt perfect continue 
therein. Aud howe ſeldome it is ſeene, marke thy ſelfe by 
theſe woꝛdes of Oregoꝛius: It is commonly ſœneſ ſayth he) 
and v2cth ſeldome fayle that voluptuouſneſſe and ſenſuall 
appetytes, doe followe banqueting . Fo2 the bodie of the 
riche glutton is melted and difſolned into delightes, and 
hys bearte is opened bnfo vayne ioye. The ryche man is 
ouercome with exceſſe of delight, and becommeth vnb2pde- 
led in boaſtyng wozdes , Bee runneth where hee luſteth, 
and falleth into all vnlawfull things. Yea thoſe thinges 
which were the occaſions and allurementes of hys vyces, 
doe become the inſtruments of hys payne and punyſhment, 
But examyne thy ſelke whither thon doe one ly fede and 
ſuſtayne thy bodye accozdyng to thy neceſſifie and vtillitp, 
o if thou doe not delicately and tenderly pamper and che- 
riſh 
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riſhe thy voluptuouſneſſe. ©; els harken agayne vnto the 
woꝛdes of Oregoꝛie. 

As it is vnpoluible ſapth he that fpe ould bee kyndled 
in water, ſo is it vnpoſſible that a compunicte hearte and a 
tontryte mynde ſhoald lpue in delichtes. oz thep are 
mere confraryes, and eche of them diſtropeth and ouertom⸗ 
meth the other. 

Furthermoze weigh and conſider the excelencie of tyine 
and bre abathed to ſpende it in vanities, to patſe it over vn- 
kruitefully, and to leave thy Iyfe therein wickedly , Pea 
harken vnto the docrpne of the aunttent fathers: Let none 
of vs (ct lyght by tyme which 1s conſumed in idle woꝛdes. 
The worde fiveth from vs irreuocablp. The tyme fyeth 
from vs vnredamablp, and the fle knoweth not noz mar⸗ 
kcth not what he loſeth Let vs talke and com mon fogither 
(ſay ſome) virtill an boure be paſte, Antilt thou dos let poſſe 
an houre, the which the mercy of thy Creato: hath lent thee 
to repent, to obtayne grace, and to winne and attarne vnto 
euerlauyng glozte. Untill the tyme doe paſte ouer, u herein 
thou ougbteſt to make interceſſion vnto the dtuyne maic⸗ 


ſtie, appzeche and make haſte vnto the companye of the 


Angelles, ſighe aud lamente fo2 the loſſe of thy heauenty 
berytage, aſpy2:e vato the felicitte pzomyſed and prepared, 
ſty2re vp thy llacke and lugnmiſh will, and bewatle z lament 
the iniquityes whichthou hat committed. Fo2 though wee 
ſet ſo lyght by tyme, yet by Bernardes opynion, nothing is 
moꝛe pꝛeticus. The dayes of health and ſaluacron paſſe ouer 


dur heades, and no man marketh them, Wherefo:e (my beſt. 


beloned on carth) euery eueninge 02 tyme that thou goeſt a⸗ 
bout to take reſt oꝛ quiet, renolue and caſt in thy mynde how 
thou hall ſpent the daye, What euill thou haſt commytted, 
and what god thinges thou haſtomytted , Vow many god 
thipges thou mighteſt haue done and dyddeſt necliz& them, 
Hou thou haſt diſhonoꝛed God and pleaſed the diulll by ſin⸗ 
ning and doing ainiſſe, How thou haſt wounded and hurt thy 
loule, and diſpleaſed God, 
Q. li. Fynally, 
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Fynally,howe neare thou haſte appꝛoched vnto hell. This 
beyng done, yelde thankes and gloꝛie vnto God foz all that 
thou haſt well done, and foꝛ all that thouhaſt done amiſſe, be 
loꝛie from the bottome of thy harte. Determyne an amend⸗ 
ment, and accomplyſh it in deed,Conſider here with that ſin⸗ 
ners which doe now ſpende they: tyme in woꝛloly vanitye, 
doe at the houre of theyꝛ death ſeeke one houre, o2 the leaſt 
momente of tyme to repent. The which they had then ra- 
ther obtayne, then a maſſye heape of Golde as greate as 
the whole wo2lde . Remember that at the daye of iudge⸗ 
ment all tyme that was lent thee ſhall bee requyꝛed at thy 
handes howe thou haſte ſpent it. Yea enerve leaſte mo⸗ 
ment oꝛ twynckling of an eye. Zheretoze let thy hearte be 
replenyſhed with god thoughts, thy mouth with holy wo2ds 
and readyng of ſcriptures, and thy handes with doyng of 
vertuous deedes , That as often as the enimp doe come, he 
may fynde thee armed, Fo2 ſuche as hee doeth kynde idle, 
hee ceaſeth not to tempte them , Then if it bee ſo enill 


to bee idle, howe muche wozſe is it to be eupll occu⸗ 


The corempt 


of this worlde 


pyed ? 
We fynde written: The p2ayſe of the wycked is 
ſhoꝛte, and the ioye of the Yypocryte lyke vnto a moment, 


by conſideta- Af hys pꝛyde goe vp into heauen, and hys heade touch the 


tion of rhe 


vanities ther- 
of, 


cloudes, yet in the ende hee ſhall bee as a dunghyll. 
Dee ſhall bee lyke vnto a dꝛeame flyinge awaye, which is 
not ſeene when wee awake, and hee ſhall paſſe ouer as 
a nightly vpſion, 

If wee doc well and thꝛoughly conſider the eternytie of 
the felycitic and lyfe to come, yea the ſoundeneſſe, trueth, 
and vnco2ruptibleneſſe thereof, J doe verily beleue that this 
wo2ld x pꝛeſent life,fogither with all tempoꝛal gloꝛp, ſhal e⸗ 
uen from the harte ſerme vile vato vs. Reither ſhall we diſ⸗ 
perſe our affections in woꝛldely thynges, but rather we ſhal 
molt gredily ſeeke out þ euerlaſting iopes t vnchageable god 
things pꝛepared foꝛ vs in þ heaufly kingdom, oꝛ in aſmuch 
as our ſoule is ummoꝛtal, 4 foꝛ þ bꝛightnes of vnderſtãding, 

much 
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much hygher and wozthter then any-materiall ſubſtance az 
nature, it ought not to take iope oz felicitie in coꝛruptible, 
material, oz tranũtozie things, but it ought to goe fo: wards 
with a pure harte, towardes the immoꝛtall, vnuariable, and 
wit perfecte God , Do that we ought not to tone this pꝛe⸗ 
ſent lyfe, but the lyfe to come pzincipallye and aboue all 
things. Yea we ought to diſpiſe and contempne all tranſi 
toꝛie delectation,all tempozail honoz,and all pzayſe of men, 
foz the hartie loue of the diuyne and celeitiall beatitude Foz 
loke howe much we ceaſe from the affection of woꝛldly va⸗ 
nitie and tempozall glozte, fo miich the moze dac we pleaſe 
God, and ſo muche the neerer we appꝛoche vnto the blelled⸗ 
neflſe whtch is to come, Fc2 vnto God onely all honour and 

glozie are due. From whom all god thinges doe pꝛoceede. . Tim. 1, 
But to vs be confuſion 4 ſhams which doe lo often offend, 
diſhonour, and neclecte God. Mherkoze it ſhall not be law- 2. Col. 10. 
full fo2 vs tc glozte in our ſelues, noꝛ to haue a vayn delight 
in our ſclues , ut as the Apoitle ſapeth: Ve that glozyeth, lohn. 2. 
let him gloꝛie in the Lozd, 

Beholde the woꝛld paſſcth ouer, and all the glozic therof, lacob. 4. 
And what is 6ur life in this woꝛld but a ſmoke and vapour 8 
ſhewing it ſelte a little, and Kraight way ts vaniſhed and 
gone: we all lippe away lyke water into the earth. Wee 
arc earth, aſhes, duſt, rottenneſle, and wo2mes meate. Bo 
that when a man is deade hee ſhall inherite Snakes and 
Wozmes , To conclude, what is this pꝛeſent lyfe but a 
continuall and moſte ſwifte courſe vato deathe 2 Jo ſome 
parte of our tyfe is conttaually and without ceaſing waſted 
and cut off. And therefoze Dauid ſayde: Dur dayes are 
tyke a ſhadowe vpon the earth, and there is none abidyng. 

And Ezechias ſapde: my lyfe is cut of as the webbe from 
the Weauer , Pea euen whpleſt J pet began, he cut mee 
off , And Job: remember me O Lo2d, foz my lpfe is Iyke lob. . 
a paffe of wynde . And in reſpeae of the cternitie, the la- 
ſtyng of thys lykc is nothing as Job witnelleth in the ſame 


place ſaying ; Spare m © Lo2de (oz my dapes are as 
A. ii. nothiug 
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nothyng,Peerevpon Chziſoſtom ſayth:Let vs paſſe(ſaith he) 
one hundzeth yeres in delyghtes, yea ad thervnto another 
hundereth, oz (if you lyſt) ten tymes an hundereth, and 
what ſhall all this be, compared to etermtie 7 ſhall not all 
the whole tyme of this lyfe, in the which we ſ&me to in- 
ioy ſo many delyghtes, and to haue free ſcope vnts varities, 
ſhall it not (J ſaye) be as a dꝛeame of one nyght com 
pared to the eternitie? Yes fo as Hierome ſayeth, if thou 
haddeſt the wyſedome of Salomon, the beautie of Abſa- 
lon, the ſtrength of Sampſon, the ryches of Croeſus,and 
the myghtie power of Daauianus , what Mould all theſe 
p2ofitte thee when as ſtraight wayes, thy bodte ſhall be de⸗ 
lpuered vnto the wozmes, and thy ſoule vnto diuilles: Foz 
as Auguſtyne affy2meth q 3f Adam yet lyued, and ſhoulde 
dye thys day, what coulde it then auayle hem to haue liued 


ſo long? | 
Now therefoꝛe (my dearely beloued) weygh theſe things 


deepely, Foz ſuch as neglede to marke theſe things pꝛeſent⸗ 
ly, 2arly o late they ſhall ſay (vnfrutefully) with the repꝛo⸗ 
bate in the day of iudgement. We haue erred from the way 
of truth, and the lyght of rightuouſnelle hath not ſhyned in 
vs, and the bꝛyght ſonne of vnderſtandyng hath not ryſen 
vnto vs. What hath our pꝛyde p2ofited vs? D2 what hath 


our pompe and boaſtyng pꝛeuayled vs: All thole thyngs 
haue paſſed ouer as a ſhadome, and as a ſwyfte running 
meſſenger, | 

Foz then ſhall the heauens reneale the vanitie of the louers 
ot this wozld togither with their iniquities, and the earth it 
ſelfe ſhall ryſe agaynſt them. Then their fin and tranſgre(/ 
lion ſhal be manifeft with ſuche as haue ſayde to God: De⸗ 
parte from vs. Wee will not haue the knowledge of thy 
wayes, Then ſhall the rounde woꝛld fight agaynlt them in 
Gods behalfe , All thynges which haue bene ſhall then ſnf- 
fer punychement, and pet ſhall not be conſumed , Bea they 


ſhall ſuffer and ſuſtayne accozdyng to the multitude of theyz 
inuentions. 
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inuentions . Foz the wicked is reſerued vntyll the daye of 
perdition,and ſhall bee ledde vnto the day offurte, and ſhal 
dꝛinke of the wꝛath of the almightie . Let theſe things ter⸗ 
rifie thy mynde, and withdzawe it from the wo2lde , Pea 
pꝛincipally let them toyne it vnto God. 

- Furthermoze,the vanitie of this wozld doeth hereby moſt 
manifeſtly appeare, that the pꝛoſperitie thereof is expected 
and gaped fo2 with an exceedyng greedineſſe of monde, and 
when it commeth it can not bereteyned, But all thinges 
paſſe ouer, and all things five away. This day is paſte, and 
the beginnyng of the nexte is not yet knowne whither it 
ſhall be quyet oz labourſome, 

Foz ſo paſſeth ouer the glozie of this woꝛlde. And ther vp⸗ 
on Auguſtyne demaundeth ſaying : What wilte thou loue 
tempoꝛall things (ſayeth he) and paſſe away with them, oz 
wilt thou loue Chꝛiſt and lyue eternally with hym 2 Foz if 
is vapoſſible that a man doe both inioy the pꝛeſent delights 
and the toyes to come, Jt 1s vnpoſſible both here to fyll the 
paunche, and there to ſatiſfie the mynde. Pen may not paſſe 
from one dclyght to another, and appeare gloꝛpous bothe 
heere and in the woꝛlde to come. Yea and the contempte of 
woꝛldely and tempozall thynges is eupdente by this that 
God docth oftentymes beſtowe them moze aboundantlye 
vpon hys emmyes and them which are repꝛobate, then vp⸗ 
on the eledde. Foz the elece doeth confider(by the end) that 
thoſe thinges are of none accompte which doe tranſitoꝛilpe 
and ſeculerly delyght . And therefoze Hierome ſayeth: the 
ſpcedic conſolation of the go2, is the ende of the wycked 
well conſidered and fo2eſcenc, 

Foz whileſt the god perceyue by the diſtruction of the wic- 
ked what cuils and perils they haue paſſed and eſkaped,they 
accompt all things light + eaſie which they ſuffer 4 endure in 
this life. o p bchold(my welbeloned)how great the deceipt 
of this woꝛld is, howe exceeding great is ths blyndneſſe of 
the loue which we beare to the ſame, Foz whileſt the wicked 
doth willingly 4 with great delight remain e continue in this 

Q. iiy. wozld 


Luc. 12. 
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woꝛlde, hopyng to lyue long, and ſettyng many thinges in 
oder foꝛ the tyme fo come, ſodapnely and vnawares her is 
commaunded to dye, and in a moment to leaue and fozlake 
all thoſe thinges which he ſo faltily bath loued and eſte med. 
Heerevpon our Sautour Chꝛiſt bzingeth in the ryche man 
ſpeakyng vnto hym ſcife and ſaying : Py ſoule thou haſte 
muche god and treaſure layde vp fe2z many yeares , Take 
thine eaſe,cate,d:inke,+ be mer. But God anſweareth him 
ſaying : O fole this nyght ſhal they take thy ſoule from thee, 
whole then ſhall that be which thou haſte ſo greevily gathe⸗ 
red? Let vs therefoꝛe gather togither true and ſpiritual ry- 
ches, which will not fo:ſake vs at the tyme of death, but 
will appeare with vs befoze God, and make vs ſeeme come- 
ly and beautifull in all vertue and godlinefſe. In theſe kynde 
of riches we map dayly increaſe and p2efit, yea and in ſuche 
ſozte that ſuche pzoffte may be muche nioꝛe auaplable vn⸗ 
to vs, then if we poſſeſſed all the riches in the woꝛld. Wher- 
foze let vs not myſpende the leaſte ſpace of tyme, no bee 
occupyed in god thynges onelp, but in the moite excelent 
thinges. That we may alwayes ſearc he ont thoſe things 
which dꝛawe neareſt to our ſaluation , And fo growe nea- 
rer and ncarcr ours vnto God. And bee alwayes 
reuerently and hon ly conuerſaunte in the ſygbte of 


the hcauenly Father, 
Let vs thinke and thinke agayne vpon the quyct peace and 
tranquilitie of a pure hearte, vpon the delectation ef a 
ſotye beholdyng the mateſtte of God, and vpon the ſecuri⸗ 
tye and kyꝛme hope of the mynde which loueth God , And 
hereby wee ſhall ſone fynde that to gyue quer our ſelues 
vnto ſuch things is as much as to be confoꝛmed vnto Cod, 

And that ſuche as doe otherwpſe, are dee med and 
not refozmed, Foz it is not euerpe thynoe whych is 
created defecpue ? And enerye tranſitozye thing vnqui⸗ 
et? Yea it is ſhoꝛte, and of ſmall couteneu aunte, but 


mutable and ſubiecte vnto tyme. 


So that the louers of this wozld haut nothing firm oz 2 
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but are themſelucs alſo light and vnconſtant, as it were 
ſct in a why2lewynde,ſynce they put not theyꝛ delyaht in 
God onelp, but in all vayne and tranſytoꝛy tt inges, now 


afleaing this thing, and now that thing . Now leathyng 
+ that they earſt lcued, and ſtreyght waye deuring and <ccu2s 
ting ſome other vanity not yet poſſeſſed , But the tuſt aud 
ſuch as loue God doe perſeuer quyet, vnyfo2me, and ſtable, 
being founded vpon the eternall God as vpen an vnmouca⸗ 
ble foundation. And therevpon Salomon ſaped: The wic⸗ 
ked ſhall not be ſne. Lyke vnto a ſtoꝛme paſing cuer, But 
the iuſt halbe as an everlaſting foundation , Auguſtine be⸗ 
wapling the louers of this world, doth exclapme and ſay ; 
O louers of the wo2!d wherfoze labo2 you? Why doe yeu 
affipe pour (clues about nothing: Nlhyles pou might poſ⸗ 
leſle the creato2 of all thynges 2 What ſ&ke you further ? 
What may ſauffyſe and content mens mynde, whome the 
creato2 of all thinges cannot ſuffiſe and content:? Fo2 if 
you may haue all godneſſe which is God) why go you about 
to poſſeſſe things fall of myſery 2 Can your hope ⁊ expectaciõ 
in the wozld be any thing els then to be thereof beloued ? 
And therein what is not fraple * What is not tranſitoꝛy: 
What is not changeable 2 What is not finallye full of 
peryiles by the whiche you paſſe on vnto greater yea and 
cueriaſting perylles , And of the vanptie of the wo2ldly 
lyfe Hierome ſayth : O lyfe (no lyfe but) death. A deceipt⸗ 
full lte, laden with ſoꝛowe, weake, and onerſhadowed. Now 
it flo2yſheth, ſtrepght wape it wythereth . Depꝛpuing him 
ok lyfe, in whome it ſameth lyfe. O fraple, momentayn, and 
b2ytteil lyfe the maze thou groweſt, the moꝛe alſo thou de⸗ 
creaſeſt . The mo2e thou pꝛoceedeſt, the moꝛe nearer thou 
apꝛocheſt vato death. © ipfe full of ſnares how many men 
doeſt thou entangle, and howe many by ther now doe abyde 
infernall tazments: Oh howe happy is he which knoweth 
and perceiueth thy deceyptes how much moze happy is he 
which ſetteth lyght by and careth not foz thy vayne de⸗ 
ughts: And he is moſt happy _ is wel dyſpatched ot thee, 
v. In 


The mallice 
and c6tinuall 
hurt which 
the world she 
weth to the 
louers therof 
may cauſe vs 
10 contempne 
it 


2. Pet. 3. 


4 Tim. 2. 
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In the firſt Epiſtle of John and the fyft Chapiter, it is 
w2itten : All the whole wozld is ſet on wyckedneſſe , Pea 
is not the wozld ſubiect vnto the Diuill, and repleniſhed 
with all iniquitie 2 Wherevpon the ſame John in his ſe- 
conde Chapiter of his ſecond Epiſtle ſayth : All that is in 
this wo2ld, is concupiſcence of the fleſhe, concupiſcence of 
thinges ſcenc, 02 pꝛyde of lyfe and conuerſacion , And as 
Peter ſayth: The wycked are ſeruauntes of coꝛruption and 
of ſane . Foꝛ of whome ſoeuer a man be mayſtred oz oner- 
come, vnto him he is a ſeruaunt and in bondage , And hee 
which is the bondman of ſinne, is conſequently the ſeru#t 
of the Diupll. Wherevpon Paule ſpeaketh of the wicked 
ſaping : Let them turne backe from the ſnares cf the Diuill, 
by whome they are holden in captyuitie euen actoꝛding to 
his pleaſure. And Chzilt in his goſpell doth terme the diuill 
the Pꝛynte of this wozld . Meaning not the rounde globe 
of the ſphere, but the wo2ldly creatures which being turned 
backe from God, are ouerwhelmed andburyed in earthly 
thinges , Of whome Þierome ment ſaying : Going backe 
frome the Lo2d, they are wꝛitten and regyſtred in the earth. 
But Chꝛiſt ſapth contrariwyſe to the elede, retopce and be 
tovefull , Foz your names are wꝛittt᷑ x regeſtred in heauen, 
Now Beda expoundeth theſe woꝛdes thus: By the woꝛlde 
and thoſe thinges which are therern, he vnderſtandeth men 
which inoꝛdynately and erceſſpuely doe loue and eſteeme the 
wo2ld . And ſuch haue nothing but concupyſcence of the fleſh 
concupyſcence of thinges ſcene with eye, and pꝛyde of lyfe. 
Foꝛ in theſe vocables and p2opcr names of vyces, John doth 
tompꝛehende and enclude all kynds of vyces. Fo2 the con- 
tuppſcente of the fleſhe, is all that pertayneth vnto the vo⸗ 
luptecuſneſſe and delyghtes of the bodye. By the concu⸗ 
pyſcente of thynges ſeene with the eye , are ment all cu⸗ 
ryoſyties which arc commytted in learninge of wycked 
artes and o2namentes , all contemplacion of filthy and 
wycked ſightes oꝛ ſpectacles , all ſuperfluons deſpꝛe to get 
tempozall and trpflinge toyes , and all curyous carpyngs 

and 
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and marking of our neighbours imperfections . By the pꝛide 


of lyfe and conuerſation,is ment the pompe and beaſt which 
men conceiue in wozlvly pzomotions . So that the world is 
replenyſhed with Dinils. Foz what els doe men that line 
acc82ding to the woꝛld but iryue to wꝛappe and enſuolze 
themſelues in ſund2ye ſoztes of finnes 2 Yea and to wound 
and wearye theyz ſoules, with the maynes of mylchicfes, 
and the ſhaftes of ſundzye ſhamefull concuppſcences, vntill 


at laſt they fœle not theyz owne harmes ? We ſ& fulfilled Oſe. 4+ 


in the Church that which is watten by the Pꝛophet: Ther 
is truth, there is no mercy, there is no — 
God on the earth. The curſed vyces of murder, thefte, 


greateſt to the leaſt , all men applye themſelues vnto co- 
uetouſneſſe , The P3yeſtes baue not ſayd, where is p Lo2d, 
and the paſtoꝛs haue vſed colluſion , 

It is eaſie to be ſene vnto what an excteding great rewine þ 
church is come in euery euat, degree, oꝛder. But if chziltyis 
did lyue now as they lyued in the pꝛimityue church and firſt 
comminge of the Goſpell there ſhould be no ſuche greate 
neceſſytie to flipe from the wozld . Parpe as men doe now 
a dayes ( fo the melt parte) lyne, it is a highe dyfficulltye 
to lyue well, oꝛ to declyne from heynous ſinnes in þ woz1d, 
Eſpecially bor ſuch as are not exercyſed with verteous qual⸗ 
lytie 02 paynefuil labour, but doe abounde in ryches and are 
conuerſant in greateſt pompes and higheſt places. De- 
ceiptes, ambytion, enupe, volupteouſneſſe, and all other e⸗ 
uils are pow2ed out vpon the earth , Euerp man beateth 
his bꝛapne howe he maye multpplye and encreaſe his 
ſubſtaunce, bat no man careth howe to ſaue hys ſoule , 
Men are afeard leaſt they would fall into pouertye, but 
were it not muche moze to ber feared to lyght into the 
bottomeleſſe pyt of hell: The woꝛld is the fo2nace of vyces. 
The which theſe wozlblings do heate and warme with the 
fuell of fine. * 


adulterye, and lying, are come flowing oucr vs. From the ier. s. 
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And therein doe burne and conſume themſelues and they; 
companyones , 62 they are ſo much blynded, that they nei⸗ 
ther lee 1102 feare the peryles which are notoꝛycus and well 
knowen to all men. But dor tryumph and retoiſe in they; 
cuils lyke ph2entyke and made men. Pea if there be any 
whome they ſee not wzapped in lyke woes, they accoumpt 
them to be blockyſhe and ſenſe les creatures. Well lad that 
Pbyloſopher: As often as J was amongſt men, J retozned 
(lapth he ) the woꝛſe. And another ſaith : An enyll compa⸗ 
nyon d2awcth his fellowe fo meſderdes, and lo de which was 
beſoze god, becommeth eutll and wycked . To conclude e⸗ 
nen as the people of Jſraell could not depart from Egypt 
without the heipe of thy diuine Paicfſtie,cuen ſo no man ca 
be pulled oꝛ withdzawen from this woꝛld, vnleffe he be hel⸗ 
pcd with the fynger and power of the heauenty hande. Pet 
ſhall there neuer de founde any defect in God, fo that man 
will doe his beſt that he maye, Agapne the woꝛld is com- 
pared to a deſerte by the which the chyldꝛen of Iſraell went 
from Egipt vnto the land of pꝛomiſſe . And in this deſert 
they met ſo many letts and tmpedyments, that of thꝛeeſnoꝛe 
thowland numb2ed, oncly two ( enen Caleph ad Joſue ) 
were b2ought into the land of pꝛomyſe . O how the Dinils 
doth re ioyſe to ſe them all now in the ſynke and filthyncſſe 
of their ſinnes. Men cleaue vnto woꝛldlp thinges, and in 
woꝛldly thinges they are wyſe, but they neyther care foz 
God no2 fe2 his commaundementes, nepther are they aſto⸗ 
nycd when they heare his moſte terryble iudgementes. 
But they accompt them as fables. Oh all thinges that are, 
be euill beſtowed vpon vs. Fo2 cu hardneſſe is neuer mol- 
Iv#cd . Bat thinke we that Gov will ompt his iudgement: 
©! lcaue theſe ſinnes vare warde: Oz ſtiffer the woꝛdes 
which he hath ſpoken of the cudgement ko tome and ok the 
enerlaſting paynes, to be falſif-5 : Cod fozbyd that we 
(<2a!d to thpnke , Furthermoze whoſoeuer is onercome 
with the lone of earthly thinges, be is not delyghted in 
God, But no man can long abyde without ſome * 
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And therefo2e ſuch as are not delighted in ſpyꝛituall things, 


doe pow2e themſelues out vato wozldly ſolace . And ſo con 
ſcquently are overwhelmed in the inultytude of ſinnes and 
vbyces . Wherevpon Daint Auguſtine ſayth : Bleſſed is 
be D Loꝛd which loueth thee . Foz he which loueth not thee, 
loucth the wo2ld, is ſernaunt and bounde vnto ſinne, he is 
neuer quyet , neuer in ſafetie, buf is dyſtrace and dyſperſcd 
in the varyahle cares, vanitpes, and pompes, of the world. 
And whoſocuer doth contempne the volupteouſneſſe of this 
world, and thereby eſkape the ſnares of the Dimill, halbe 
moſt happy in that his foule is delighted in ſuch thinges, as 
cannot be blotted o2 deſtled with any vncleanneſſe, but is im⸗ 

ediately clenſed « purged with Þ cleanneſſe of truth. And 
ſynce þ lawe of God doth ſo delight him y he ſhalbe able ther 
by to avoyde x eſche w þ delightes of p wo2ld , But as longe 
as we delight in the deceyptkull taſt of iniquity, ſo long we 
ſhall thinke it moſt ſower and bytter to taſte of equitie. And 
to whome the wo21d ſcemeth ſweete + ſauoꝛye to him Chꝛiſt 
ſemeth bytter and ſower , Vet hauing taſted the ſpy;ite of 
God, all fleſhe ſhall (as it were) dote and playe the fle. 
Agapne whoſocuer doeth with his whole mynde ſeruc and 
pleaſe this woꝛla, is thereby enfected with a manyfold de- 
fo2motte of vpces . And he which taſteth nothing of the hea- 
nenly ſwerteneſſe, will not be afeared to be polluted with 
earthly deſires , But if ſich as fo: the loue of God deſpyſe 
the wozld, keepyng themſclues contyneually conuerſant in 
ſppꝛptuall thinges, cannot pet be altogither pure and clen⸗ 
ſed from ſinnes, with how heauy burdens of vytes arc they 
loden which are not afearde to walke in the myddeſt of the 
wo2ld w2apped in vanittes, without carefuineſſe o2 fcare 
of God: What is they? Iyfe but finne if (c!fe : Joz 
the my2th and toye of the world, is wickedneſſe tapunys 
ſhed , But p which the repꝛobate doe accompt delight and 
tom foꝛte, that the elect and verteous doe take and defyne 
fo be mcſt greevors payne Zhynking and concinding that 
the ſonle muſt needes peryſhe cternalſp, by that wherem 
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the ſleſhe foꝛ a tym) did delight moſt pleaſantly , Wheres 
fo:c you louers of this world, howle and crye out, which do 
mylerably kyll your body and ſoule befoze the tyme appopn⸗ 
ted. Whyles you attend wholly vpon- the vyccs of glottos 
nye, and lecherpe, ummoderatelp, and vylely . Aud thereof 
cuen in this wo2ld ) doe pꝛetade ſund2pe infirmpties, and 
ſodayne deathes , Keiopſe and be merrie nowe in this melt 
ſhozte ſpace which you haue, that hereafter you mape com- 
playne and bewayle with the Diuill perpetually, Banquet 
and d2ynke d2onken, that after a whyle you mape call fo2 a 
dꝛoppe of water, and yet not haue it, when you ſhalbe daps 
ned in hell with the riche man which lyaed in grrate de⸗ 
Iinhtes, and farcd delycately every daye . Why arc your 
hartes harder then pꝛon, ſteele, o: ſtones, when yeu doe not 
weye and conſider,no2 be not afeard (in payne of thele moſt 
vnhappy and frayle ſollaces and vanyties of this world) to 
beare that moft dꝛeadfull and hozryble ſentence of Th2yſt 
go ye accurfed into eucrlaſiing fyze 4 But bere perad- 
uenture you will ſaye: Ood is mercyfull and benigne, he 
would not the death of a ſinner but that he be conuerted and 
lpue. 

And againe: Ju what houre ſocucr @ nner 2o reptt him, I 
will no moze remember all his iniguites. Ss that if a ſinner 
doe bewayle his ſinnes ene at the very time of death, he ſhall 
he ſaucd , And J dor conkeſſe that all theſe ſapinges are true, 
Nay rather the erceding greate neſſe of the heauendy pietie, 
both beyond ali comparyſon ext de and ſurpaſſe the verve 
capacytie of our mynde . #02 it is vnmeaſurable. As may 
plapneip appcare in that he ifereth tntiers ſa longe fo 
the ende they maye ber conuerted , vea expeacth aud deſi⸗ 
reth chep2 conuerſpon, be reccyucth ſuch as retoꝛne moſte 
mercyfulſp, he qupcklp te2gcucth ail heleucrs., and doth a- 
boundantly pow2e aſmuche grace vpon them „as ik they 
bad neuer ſinned 192 offended , 

and is not this an uifymte pictie 2 But his eguptie and 
wſtyce is no lefſe then his pictye , And though he do beare 
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with, and longe ſuffer ſuch as he attendeth fo repent and 
conuerte , pet if they doe not conuert, he voth the moze 
areuouſly punyſhe and deteſt them. And that which the 
Pꝛophet ſayeth of the contrytion and ſoꝛowe of a ſtnaer , 
muſt be vnde rſtod of true contrytion and harty repentaunce, 
But the true contrycion doth pꝛoceede of the true faith and 
lone of God , and of the lothing of ünne, and an affection 
vnto righfeouſneſle , 
Pea and as Mierome teſtyfieth: Repentaunce and harty 
contrytion are necelfarye , | 
Wherevnto that ſaying of Chziſoſtome agreteth: Com- 
pinctton is the thing whiche maketh purple ſome vyle, 
maketh men deſire hearecloth, loue teares, and eſche we 
company . 

Synce then theſe thinges bee cerfaynly thus, what * 
kynde of contrycion and he wayling can that be which com- krass 
meth onely at the very houre of death, and then repenteth lan gabel 
bicauſe he thynkes he can lyue no longer? D2 ( peraduen- not denyed 
ture) if he hoped of longer lyfe, he would deferre it? Hure⸗but the cli 
ly it ſaemeth doubtful that thzough ſeruyle feare andcon- is le 
ſtrayned fayth , his contrycion p2oceedeth by the onely gerous and 
beholdyng of his owne onely refuge. And that it is not true diſalowed. 
contrycion , but a terryfing of the ſpyzite . But he which | 
will ſormdly and perfectly repent, maſk firſt be ſozpe 
fo2 his faulte , bicauſe it is filthy tranſgrefſion and offen- 
ſyue vnto G OD. Yea and a dyſhonour vnto the diuine 
ſancttitye and MPaieffie , Mee reade in the Pachabes : 
That Antvochus dyd repent, and vet obteyned not mercy, 
The Apoſtle doth w2yfe the lyke ol Eſau : He found not 2.Mac. ». 
(ſayeth he) place fo2 repentannce, although he ſought it 
wyth teares Therefoze let no man decepue hymſelfe Heb « 12. 
wyth vayne hope o: folyſhe perſwaſyones , Foz as Vies 
rome ſavcth : This 3 hold fo2 certapne and doe thynke 
moſte true, that he hath no nod ende which ledde 
alwapes an cnyll Ivfe , Which being ſound and in health, 
was not affeard fo oſfeud god, but wallowed and toumbled 
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in the vanitpes of the wozid , The death of Saintes is 
molt pꝛetious in the fight of the Lo2de, but the death of ſin⸗ 
ners is moſt abhomynable , The ſinner ſhalbe perſecuted 
with this reuenge, that dying he ſhall fo2zget himſelfe, and 
both lyuing and dying he fo2gat God As. Anguſtine confir- 
meth ſaying: Ve cannot dye cuill, which lyued well. Nay 
ſkarce can he dye well, which lyued eupll. And pet wee 
mult not diſpay2e of any ſinner. But they are to be erho2- 
ted and ſtyzed to repentaunce cuen in the laſt gaſpes . Foz 
ſome tymes percafe it happeneth (although very ſeldome) 
that he which in tyme of health did neglect repentaunce, 
ſhall yet by repenting then obtepne mercy , But he is a 
moſt arogant fale which paſſinge ouer his lyſe in health 
doth put his ſoules health vnto that plonge of perpll. But 
let vs doe that which is moꝛe ſure and ſaſe That is to re⸗ 
pent and amende whylcs we be ſeunde and in health, pꝛay⸗ 
ing molt faythfully with the P2ophet : Caſt me not out (O 
Lo2de) in myne age, and leaue me not no fo2ſake me not, 
when my ſtrength and power fayle me. Fo2 beholde ſaythe 
the Apoſtle, Now is the acceptable time, now are the daies 
of health, 

Who is this ryſing as the daye roſe (ſaycth the pꝛintely 
Pꝛophet in the firt of his Canticles) fayꝛe as the Mone and 
bꝛight as the Sunne, + terryble as the fo:cfront of a bats 
taple: and John ſayth in the thyzd Chapter of his firſt E- 
pyſtle: We know that when he aprareth we ſhatbe lyke 
vnto him, fo: we ſha! ſ@ him as he is, (that is to ſay) cleares 
iy and perfeaiy in his fozme and pꝛoper kynde . Fo2 the in⸗ 
tellecuall fight,ts and conũſteth by bie wol the intellygtble 
foꝛme oꝛ ſhape, whereby we fee what is the lykencfſe of the 
thing ones vnderſtode. Neyther can that lykenefſe playne- 
ly repꝛeſent the thinge , vnicffe it be made cquall vnto the 
thinge it ſcife . But cuery ſhape, lykenefſe , 02 fozme crea⸗ 
ted, doth infinitely fayle and come ſhozt of the full repzes 
ſentacion of the diuine cence oꝛ being, and therefo2e God 
is ſtene onely in the heaventy kingedome, bicauſe then the 
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very dinyne cfſence it ſcife ts buyfed vnto (he miyndes of the 
bleſſed in the ſecede of the infel!pgyble fozme 02 Hanes. 
Not by labæſyon 02 cleauing to, but by aſſyſtaunce and belpe. 
So that the diupne eſſence oꝛ being is quod & quo (that is 
to ſay ) the very thing it ſolfe, + the thing wherby all hinges 
are in this blefſed vpüon. 
Furthermoze this viſion is moꝛe then moſt woꝛthy and al⸗ 
together ſupernaturall , the which all the cher ke Phyloſo- 
phers dyd thinke tinpeſſible to be put in any mynde created, 
no not in theyꝛ ſeparate ſubtaunces. So that to obtavne the 
ſame, we haue nerde of many lupernaturall gyftes, meaues, 
and Helyes, . As fit that there may be geuen vs from God 
a bleſſing cuen grace making vs gratefull and acceptable, 
the which doth bedecke and avo2ne perfectly the very efſence 
oꝛ being of the intelleduall and reaſonable nature . And ma⸗ 
keth vs fyt to deſerve eternall lyfe, and fo be conioyned vn⸗ 
to the ſupernatural! diuinptie. Furthermoꝛe the loue and 
charytte whereby god x the lürſt being, oꝛ eſſence, is loued, is 
ſpirytually, ſupernaturatſy, purely, freely; and fully diſtylled 
into vs from the holy Cheſt , And with it, hope and fayth 
alfo , This charytie and loue doth (as if were )counterpayze 
him that bath it, with the lone of the whole vnpuerſallitie. 
Do that yet it maketh him loue God moe then all thinges 
that cuer were created. Pea the leaſt dꝛam dk this loue 
and charytiè doth make God to be leued abone the whole 
Ad. And othcrwyſe man ſhould not be in ſfate of Sal- 
uation, 
Fo2 acco2ding to the holy Fathers, whoſocucr hath thys 
charitte and the grace befo2e rehearſed, he hath alſo the giftes 
of the holy ghoſt, and all the other vertues conuected vnto 
charytie and contoyned vnto perfect grace , Vea the moꝛe he 
p2ofiteth in this grace and charytie, ſo much the higher 
doeth he growe in god gyftes and vertues 
To conclude, the ercelencie and wozthyneſſe of theſe ſu⸗ 
pernaturall god thinges is ſuche and ſo greate , that it 
can hardly be * 1 expꝛeſſad 
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Fo2nonaturall perfection, no be ſotie, no comlyneſſe , no; 
no bꝛyght ſhyninge lyght, can be thought equall vnto it. No 
the heanenly lyghts do not ſo much, no2 ſo well adozne and 
bc wtifie the ſubſtaunce of the Sunne and Pone , as thoſe 
graces doe bewtifte and adoꝛne the ſubſtance and beinge of 
the ſoule, Neyther dothe the Sunne ſo much bewtifie the 
beauenly Fy2zmament , as Charitie dothe bewtifpe the 
Soule , 

No the ſeuen Planettes doe not ſo muche adoꝛne the hea⸗ 
uenly Spheres o2 Cyzcles, as the gyſtes of the holy ghoſte 
doe adozne and bedecke the powers of the ſoule . The bs 
nyuerſallytic of the Starres dothe not ſo muche adozne 
and ſct foꝛth the eighth @phere 02 Fyꝛmament, as the vs 
niuerſallptie of verteous actions dothe dignifie , adozne, 
and perfect, the Soule , Foz euen as by the Philoſophers 
opinion, true felicitie conſiſteth rather in acton,then in out- - 
warde fozme, euen fo in diuinitie alſo moze vertue and pers 
fection conſiſteth in ererciſe of godly acions, then in p2ofeſ- 
ſion 02 aparaunce , And the moze noble that the out warde 
aparaunce be, the moze noble ſhould the action and erecucion 
be alſo, Therefoze ſince the fozenamed gyftes and treaſures 
of grace, be habytes oꝛ outward tokens ef ſo great highnes 
and ercelence,doth not the ch2ifftan ſoule ſeme vnto the to 
be moſt nable, gallaunt, and godlyke, which is occupyed con» 
tinually in the exercyſe of thoſe habptes, and which is (a 
ſpiritually, ſupernaturallp, and godly conuerſantzyea which 
doth ſo perfectly wozſhip and reuerence Cod, whoſe conuer⸗ 
ſacion is altogether in heauen? Foz ſurely herevpon it hath 
bene wꝛytten, that ſuch a ſoule: is the daughter, the beloued, 
and the ſpowſe of Ood, pꝛiuie to his heauenly ſecretes, mot 
familiar with him, conkoz mable in affectiõs, and the entyꝛely 
beloued hey2e of God, the coheyꝛe with Chꝛiſt, which behol- 
ding gods glozy with face dyſcouered, is traſfozmed into tha 
ſame likeneſle, from one bꝛightnes to another. Fo2 aſmuch 
as it lotheth all wozldly,ſraplc,carnal, x humaine ſollaces, 
all pzayſes,honozs, 4 ſeculer pompes,4 all that n 
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God. But whatſoeuer it knoweth may pleaſe God,that doth 4 
it with all earneſt affection embzaſe,Toconclude,cuenas by || 
the Philoſophers traditions euery motion hath his dignitie, [ 
name, a pꝛopertie from the ende wherevnto it tendeth, euen Tecinus ad 

ſo the action is dignified by the woꝛthineſſe of the obieng and que. i 
matter about the which it is occupyed. Then how great is {| 
the dignitie 4 gloꝛy of that ſoule, whoſe mocion and action, Circa quem. 
lyfe,and whole entent, are continually occupyed about the 
higheſt God ? and is termyned in him wha is moſt certepnc- 

ly of an vnmeaſured dignitie, and dothe wonderfully ercell 
al) other thinges? Theſe thinges (beloucd) J doe thus bꝛiet⸗ 
ly cehearce,that q might thereby enduce,ſty2re vp, and kyn⸗ 
de, thy mynde to the loue of the true and heauenly nobilitie, 
(dat is to ſay) the holy and deuonte conuerſacion , and moſt | 
bleſſed perfection of lyfe . And ta the ende thou mayeſt the 1 
moze earneſtly couet the ſame, J wyll ſay ſome what of the 
vyleneſſe, peruerſeneſſe, and defo2mitie , of the ſinfull ſoule. , 
The which beinge by deadly ſinne turned and withdzawen h 
from God, is ſpiritually deade, and doth nothing acceptable 


vnto God, no2 pꝛoſitable towardes the atteynirge of euerla⸗ | 
fting lyfe. It p2eferreth theſe tranſitoꝛie, ſenſible, wozldly, 
t molt vile things which ſeme god, befoꝛe þ higheſt, eternal, | | 
moſt perfect, infinite, t vnchangeable true Cod, beinge omni⸗ 
potent, and moe then moſt glozions aboue all other. Wher- 
by it doth highly diſhonoꝛ God, Pea it pꝛopoſeth vnto it ſcike 
an ende and terminacion in fraple and vayne thinges, Net- 
ther doth it fynally reſt in the creatoꝛ, but is altogether vn⸗ | 
grateful to hun, caring not at al to cleaue vnto him, to be ſub ; 
tect vnto him, noꝛ to obey him. It is made like vnto the wic⸗ | 
ked ſpirits, attended with vices,hateful to god,diſpiſedof his 
angels, vnceſſantly doth wound, hart, defile,4 make it ſclfe 
damnable. Foz þ moze that any man be delighted in earthly, 
tranſitozy,and carnal things, the moze wickedly e vylely he 
liueth, and the moꝛe vnhappy he is. And the moze he reioyſs 
in the vanities of the woꝛlde, the moze cont 


emptible he ma- 
kcth himſelfe vnto God , Bicanſe he is not fearefull , noz 
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carefull to obey God., and to giue him his due reverence in 
all thinges . To conclude we are chiefely lykened vnto god 
by vertuous actions, and holy affections vato diupne cha- 
rytic , But by p nges , vanyties ,and vyces, we are made 
moſt vulyke vnto him, Fo2 ſimylitude and lykeneſſe are cauſe 
of loue, as diſſinulytude and valykeneſſe are cauſe of ranco2 
and hatred . Yea the perfection of any creature ( eſpectally 
of a reaſonable and intcllecuall mynde ) is to be p20poztio- 
nately made lvke vnto his creatoz , Then the moze lofty 
that we become th2ough vertue , ſo much the lyker and bet⸗ 
ter beloued we are vnto God. Bea ſo much the fayzer and 
mo2e comely we are inwardly ado2ned , But the moze that 
we ſinnc, the moꝛe vnlyke , odyble, and ilfauoꝛed we ſeme 
vnto our God , Which ont of all doubt is a meſt myſerable 
and vnwoꝛthy thing. Zherefoze we ſee there is greate dif 
ference betwene þ vertuous and vytious ſoules, And as by 
the Phyloſophers opinion, a man which ſpendeth his tyme 
in contemplation is moſt pleaſing vnto the gods, euen ſo 
by the ſame doctryne, a man which giueth humſelle vnto 
vyces, and naughtyneſſe, is tenne thonſand tymes moze 
abhompnable then the bzute Beaſtcs . As may alſo plapne⸗ 
ly appeare by the diuerſitte of they2 rewards . oz god doth 
place and conſtytute the vertnous, in the firie heauen, gining 
himſelfe vnto him fo2 reward, g communicating all thinges 
vnto him by an immediate x moſt bleſſed kh inde of vnion with © 
him bimſelfe , But he dothe pat from hun the vycions foz e⸗ 
uermoꝛe, delyuereth him ouer vnto wick yd ſpiritss, 1 
bim in hell, and iudgeth hun to euer laſting paynes , —ç 
and diſcerne therekoꝛe betwene theſe two ( my we 
and chuſe and obſerue that which ſemeth beſt vnto the, 
not ſo embaſe and make thy ſelfe vyle, that theu | 
bondman to ſinne & to the diuill. Do ſome little thing _ | 
lone of god. Aud do not thou neglect þ dignit ies, bolines,coms * 
{yneſle,t godlynes,befo2e rehearſed, foz þ rytches,delightes, 
and honours of this moſt ſhozte and vncertayne lyfe . why 
{rue befoze the higheſt God, fearefully and waryly . 
Ehpectally 
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Eſpecially ſince by one grtenous ſinne, thou nrightfeſt loefe 
all thy ſupernall ayftes of grace, and ſo thy ſoule (lyke vn⸗ 
to the Diuill) ſhould become fonle, froward, and viſo2yered, 

Dur Bauiour Chzilt in the fit Chaniter ot Saint Lukes 1 ghe laugh. 
Goſpel pronounced theſe woꝛdes: Wo be vnto you that ing vayne paf 
laugh now, fo2 you ſhall wærpe and lament ,Now this woꝛd times and idle 
(v.) 02 (wo be vntoyou )is comonty taken in holy ſcripture t Nd 
foz eternall dampnation | * 

Then if Chꝛiſt doe thꝛeaten euertaſting dampnation to Tust lap h- 
them which laugh, who is he that dare in this lyfe be care- ing only is c6- 
fee, Ught mynded, 02 tocunde ? truely none dut the rep20- dempned 
bate and ſuch as go in daunger of dazapnation . Dynee this which is alto- 
is molt certayne that: Þe which is with out feare of God Fd ad- 
canzot be tutified . Wherefo2e if we doc well conſider with he te 6 08 
how greate peryties we are encloſed, with how many ſnarcs God. 
we be entangled, and with how many vyces and ſinnes we Ec<c!c- 2 + 
are daily aſſaulted, yea howe vnperfectly and vnreuently we 
ſerue God, howe many euils are daily committed in the 
wozld, howe much God is diſhonozed, howe mann they bee 
which daily do periſhe and caſt themſelues away, vnto how 
many vices , periles and payne: our foꝛekathers, cur frends 
and kynſmen both lyuing and thoſe which are departed, are 
and were ſubiecte, we ſhall fynde much moꝛe cauſe to weepe 


and crye out then to and retoyſe , And that dyd a ho- 
— well co who ſeing one laugh and ſkoffe , 
ughe and ſaye: We mult render accoumpt in the daye 


„ - 
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of tadgement befoze heauen and carth,and doeſt thou laugh 

d ſkoffe thus? Verevpon Salomon ſapeth it is better fo de . 
d bnto the houſe of lamentation, then vnto the houſe of 
andretopſinag , And agayne ; J thought laughter 
but a deceypt, and fo2 iope A haue ſayed : Wherfo2e 


ut thou deceyuedin vayne ? Here J would not haue ths to 


and that J meane euery laughter o2 reiopſing to bs 
grenons an offence , but J ſpeake of linktneCe in laughs 
and ſuch vayne lanchter and my2th as is altogether 
d:ſoz2zed , and voyde ae”? was „And of ſuche langh 
by ng 
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ing, James ſaveth to the rithe men: Pour laughter be tur⸗ 
ned info mourning, and pour toy infoſozow. Chꝛiſoſtome re⸗ 
pꝛoueth dalliaunce and vayne paſtime although honeſt re- 
creations be ( meane while) excuſed being done vpon ſome 
reaſonabie cauſe and godly entent. But dyſe play and ſuche 
lrke are fo: ebydden expꝛeſſedly, eſpecially to ſuch as pꝛofeſſe 
the trueth. And of dauncinge the ſame Ch2iſoftome ſapeth: 
where dauncing is comonly,(ſayth he) there the diuill daun⸗ 
ceth foꝛ company , Reyther dyd God lend vs our fete to the 
ende that we ſhould ererciſe them in tryppinge lyke goates 
t kyddes, but y we might keepe company with his holy An- 
gels, Furthermoze, if thou do well conſider how the ſonne 
of God fo2 thy ſake was hanged vpon the crofſe, with his 
armes ſtretched out, how ſoz thy ſake he was mocked and 
taunted in a white and purple garment, nay rather, how he 
was ſtrypped naked, and naked rayſed vp on the trolle, and 
there ſundꝛy wayes derided and mocked , J truſt that thou 
wylt neyther take delight in dauncing, no2 in curious, pꝛe⸗ 
cious, noꝛ pompous garmentes. No no2 pet in the pꝛayſe of 
men, but wylt deſpyſe and eſche w all ſuch vanities, As tou⸗ 
ching the garde and watch of thy tongue and ſpeache, Salo⸗ 
mon ſapeth: Ye which keepeth his mouth cloſe,+ his tongus 
ſtil, he kepcth his ſoule from perplexitie t t ouble of mynde, 
And acaine ; Zhou ſeeſt (ſayeth he) the man which was fo 
ſwyft to talke , folly it ſelfe is no moze to be deſpyſed then 
his coꝛrection. And herevpon Gregoztous ſayeth: Flye from 
and eſchew, raſhe and vnwary woꝛdes . Foz vayne falke 
doth ſone pollute the mynde , Let ſuch thinges onely pꝛo⸗ 
cede out of thy mouth, as do not pollute o; offend the cares 
of them that herken therevato, Wayne ſpech is a token of a 
vayne mynde and conſcience , Foz the talke of the tongue, 


is the Image of the hart. 


By the talke that we heare, we indge the mynde that ſpake 
it. V hoſoeuer dothenot bꝛydle and repꝛeſſe pdle ſpeech , he 
hall quickly fall in offence , Such as the man 1s, ſuch is 


bis communicacion , Zhen if pole talke be ſo much repzes 
bended, 
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hended, what ſhall we thinke of ſkurnlous, decepptfull, by, 
ting, flanderous, malicious,and enuious wo2des ? 

In the tenth chapiter of Eccleſialt.itis wzytten: Nothing again” the 
is moꝛe wycked then a couetous man, noz anp thing moze ſuperfluitie of 
miſchenous then to loue mony, F02 the man which doth ſo, ches pech 
ſetteth his ſoule toſale , Now it is terteyne that tempoꝛall *' mo 
thinges are directed,and oꝛdered, vnto, and by the ſpirituall * * 
thinges, as bnto theyꝛ ende and onely kope. But thend and 
terminable ſ kope is loued and deſyꝛed one waye and the 
meanes and degrees whereby we attepne lo the ende, are 
lone + deſy2ed another way Foꝛ the ende is of it ſelfe 4 by it 
ſelfe to be deſyzed 4 loued. As (foz example) health, in the fa⸗ 
cultie of Phiſicke. But the meanes and degrees to attayne 
vnto thinges, are to be deſy2ed and loued, in that they are 
pꝛoſitable oꝛ auaileable to the attayning of the ende oꝛ i kope 
which we ſeeke to gett. That is to ſape, that by them the 
ende may the mo2e tonueuientip be obfeyned . Then let the 
caſe be this, that ryches are finally oꝛdepned foz the ſpiritu⸗ 
all pꝛoceding t pꝛofit of our ſoules. And there withall ioyne 
that the p2ofit and perfection of our ſoules doth concift in the 
action of vertue , That is to ſape, eſſenciallp in the actes 
of faythe, charitie, and wyſedome, (meaning the tontem⸗ 
placion and lone of dinine thinges) and dylknbutiuely in the 
actions of the mozall vertues , 

Then ſhall we fynde that ryches are ſo much to be thought 

lawefull , ſo much to be deſpꝛed, and ſo much to be loued, 

as they are p2ofitable and neceſſary fo the ſuſtentacion and 

ſobze nouriſhment of our bodies, and fo2 the nedefull 

and decent clothing of our membꝛes. By the which vſe 

the ſoule 1s made apt foz the aces of contemplacion and 

dinine lone , 

But if they be further deſy2ed , then fall we truely into 
conetouſneſſe, which is an vnoꝛdinate appetyte and deſpꝛe 
to tempoꝛal thinges and vanities. And is of it ſelfe and in it 
ſelfe a greuous and deadly ſinne, and contrary vnto righte⸗ 
auſneſſe. Although ſometymes god foꝛ his mercie doth beare a 

Riill, with 
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with it and fo: geueth it. Now what might herevpon be cõ⸗ 


cluded were hard foz me to p2onounce . But geue earc to 
the holy fathers and w2ypters . Auguſtine and Baſille , It 
is no leſſe offence ( ſay they ) to take awaye from him that 
+ hath ought , then to deny the needy ſuch thinges as thou haſt 
and mayeſt emparte vnto them. The bꝛeade which theu 
detepneſt, appertayneth to the hungrye . The garmentes 
which thou lockeſt vp, ought to cloath the naked , Vea ths 
mony and treaſure which thou hydeſt in the carth , might 
be the ſafegard and redemption of ſuch as are in myſcry.And 
be aſſured that thou doeſt innade, aſſault, and ſpople, as ma⸗ 
ny as thou mighteſt ſucco2, and doeſt not. Here vnto the 
woꝛds of Hierome doe alſo agree , Whatſoeuer (ſayth hee ) 

we haue recemed of god moze then doth lerue our neceſſa- 
ry vſe, that ought we to diſtribute vnto the poze. And it we be- 
ſtowe vpõ our owne vanyties e affections, that which we re- 
ceiued to employ vpõ their neede. Vow many ſoener dog dye 

of hunger, oꝛ naked nede in p places where we remayne, we 

ſhall render accompt fo2 theyz biode in the daye of iudge⸗ 

ment. Yercvp6 Ambꝛoſe ſayeth:He which is the bendman x 

ſeruaunt of wozloly rytches, let him keepe and watche them 

as a bondman. But he which ther with doth loſen ard ſhakg 

of the yoke from ſuch as are in bondage and capfiuitye, he 

doth diſtrybute them tyke a Lo2d ,Zheſe woꝛdes doe gene 
rally concerne ener Ch2titane, but eſpecially ſuch as p:0s 

feſſe the Coſpell , 

Foꝛ they are bounde bnto an eſpecyall clearmefe of hart and 

conuerſacto that they may be example to all other people, it 

is therefoꝛe moſt vndecent, 2 wo2thy of all condempnation 

that they ſerue and are bondmen vnto the byces and infir- 
myties of þ fleſhe wherin there abcundeth moſt flithy lea⸗ 
cherye and gluttonp. Foz whiles they lyue tenderly and de⸗ 
licately, filling they: belly with meates, theyz eyes with 
fleepe, and thepz myndes with vayne delyghtes tumbling 
and wallowinge in ſofte downe beddes, and wholly 


ginaing themſelues ouer vato dallyaunce , paſtyme, and 
vnfruitefull 
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bnfruftefull communication, doe they nowe walke in the 

ſtraight and narrow way of ſaluation? No ſurcly fo2 as the 
Apoſtle ſayeth : woe be vnto you which are filled, fo2 you 
ſhalbe hungry. Woe bee vnto you riche men which haue 
your conſolation here on earth. Zherefoze let vs be aſha- 
med ſince many Veathon Philoſophers dyd leaue vs exam⸗ 
ples of great ſobꝛietie, much abſtinence, and exceeding great 
contempt of exceſſe, and pompe in clothing and ſubſtaunce, 
and we which pꝛoleſle p true knowledge of Chꝛ iſt, doe wal- 
low and tomble in ſuche and ſo many ryottes, curioſities, 

and vayne pompes. Vea and that not onely ſuch as are ſecu⸗ 

lar, but euen many of the Clergie which ſhould lende exams 
ple of perf: tion to the laye people, d 

It is wꝛitten: Caſt not away (my ſonne, the diſcyplyne 
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of the Lo2v,no2 faynt not when thou arte of hun co2rected, more 
Foz whom the Loꝛd God laueth, hun vocth he chaſtiſe, and chen: 


is pleaſed in hy tuen as the father is delighted in þ chyld. 
Che equitie and iuſtice of Gov docth requyze that as no god 
diede remayne vurewarved, ſo none offence noz tranſgreſſi⸗ 
on be dnpuniſhed. But cuen the very elede doe not lyue in 
this woꝛld without offences and mildeeds,(fo2 we offend all 
of vs in many things, and il we ſay that there is no nne in 
vs, we-decepne our lelues, fo2 þ iuſt man ſalleth ſeuẽ times 
in a daye) and therefo2e it pertapneth vnto the vinine boun⸗ 
tie and p29:1idenc?,to chaſtiſe vs in thts lyfe,lcaſt we lhouid 
be caatemned in the woz2ld ts come And ſo of his clemencye 
to pardon vs euerlaſtingly, As alſo this coꝛredion ano cha⸗ 
ſtiſement cf Gov, where with he doeth fatherly exercyſs and 
viſit vs, is not eneip pꝛofltable to the wyping away of aur 
fnncs alreadie committed, but docth alſs chiekite withvzaw 
vs from thoſe wherevnto we p2efently inclyne our ſelues, 
and diſpoſeth vs readie to eſchuc and auoyde inne in tyme 
to come, whileſt it tabeth away the occaſion of ünnong, ters 
riſic th vs, and teacheth vs to beware. Foz veration gpuctl; 
vnderſtandyng, and he which hath once taſted of the Rodde, 
is afcard to come vnto it agapne. Vea it maketh a man hum⸗ 

R. v. bly 


ſperitie of this 
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bly acknowledge, and bewayle his offences, Wherbpon the 

Loꝛd ſaycth : I chaſtiſe ther, ſeaſt thou ſhouldeſt ſeme gilt⸗ 

leffe in thyne owne conceipt. And agayn as Hieremie ſaith: 

Thou batt chaſtyſed me O Lo2d) and J am become ſkilfull 

thereby, Finally,fuch chaſtiſement diſpoſeth a man to grea⸗ 

ter delight in his tourney, and (if it be patiently bozne) it 

obtapneth great reward in the heauenly kingdom. And ther⸗ 

fo2e it is that God doth mantfoldly chaſtiſe and cozrecte the 

elect in this lyfe,yea he doeth repꝛoue and amend them as 

he ſayth + Zhoſe whome I lone J chaſtiſe and repꝛoue them. 

hereby if may playnely appeare, that ſuche as God doeth 

not pumiſhe in this woꝛlde, but ſuffereth them to wander 

bntonched, yea and doeth pꝛoſper them in this wozldly pꝛo⸗ 

ſperitie, although they be repleniſhed with many exterdyng 

great vyces, and ſuffreth them to clyme alofte, and to ivuc 
Lo2dlyke at theyꝛ pleaſure : they are not of the electe num⸗ 
ber bat of the rep2obate , Foꝛ it is witten: All they which 
haue bene faythfull and pleaſed God, haue paſſed by Any 
troubles. And the Pſalmift fayeth :manifolde are the tribu⸗ 
lations of the inſt , And therefoze though the repꝛobate be 
not chaſtiſed of God with a fatherly coꝛrecion, that is fo2 
they2 deſertes Whereby they haue ſo incurred the w2athe 
and diſpleaſure of God, that he vouchſafeth not to cozrece 
them in this lyke, but leftes them remayne vnto eternall 
toꝛmentes in hell fpꝛe. 

And therefoꝛe the Pfalmyſt fayeth: of the repꝛobate and 
vnthankekull ſoꝛte: haue let them loſe cucn accoꝛdyng to 
the deſires of they; hartes, aud they thall wander in their 
owne inuentions. 

To conciude, the holy Pꝛophettes farming (with the im⸗ 
perfecte) to wonder at thys tempozall pzoſperitie of the 
wycke d, and the manyfolde aflictions of the iuſt, did thus 
taitze with the Lo2d ſaying: O Lo2d thon arte tuft if J ar- 
que with thee, yet neuertheleſſe Þ wil ſpeak iuſtly vnto ther. 

Wrherefoze doeth the wicked pꝛoſper in his wayes 2 and 


if is well with all them that conſpire agaynſt ther? And a- 
nother 
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nother ſapeth: wherkoꝛe doe the wicked lyue: they art ray» 

led vp on high, and repleniſhed with riches, and the ſi;ourge 10b.12, 
of God toucheth them not. Yea lurely ſuche as are yet vn- 
perfect2,are wonte to meruayle hereat, and arc in maner) 
with>zawen oꝛ turned backe from ſeruyng of God, whyleſt | 
they behold them ſelues afflicted. But ſuch as are perfect, doe 
neyther wonder ſo, no2 are maued, kniowyng well encugh 
that GO D ( foz the cauſes befoze rehearced, and to: 
other ſecrete cauſes knowne to hys diuyne maicſtie) doeth 4 
afflicte and ſkourge the clece,and leaueth the repꝛobate vn⸗ * 
punpſhed. And therefoze(welbeloned) J w2yte theſe things 

to make the warte and watchfull, and to the end thou map⸗ 

eſt bee afeard to bee accomptcd amongeſt the rep2obate, if 

thou fynde thy lelke anfinitely pꝛolpered, ſinning vnpumſhed, 
ſuffring none aduerſitie,glo2ying in coꝛpoꝛal commodities, 

liuyng after thine own luſt, pleaſing men, c pꝛayſed, extolled, 

and magnified in this world. o the Pſalmyſt ſayth : Cod p. 
hath b2oken in ſunder the bones of them which pleaſe men. 

They are confounded bicauſe God hath fozſaken them. And 

is not this a hozrible ſaying t a terrible woꝛde: But the A- 

poſtle witneſſeth the ſame ſaying: Jf J ſhuld pet pleaſe men, Cala. 
A ſhould not be the ſeruant of God. ea our ſauiour him ſelf Luc.s. 
ſayth: woe be vato you when men bleffe you and ſpeak wel 

of pou, Whervpd Auguſtine anſwere th: This woꝛld is moze 
dangerous when it ſemeth mylde and flattering,then when 

it is troubleſome. And is moꝛe to be taken herde of whe it en⸗ 

tyſeth it ſelf to be lyked and eſtemed,then when it fozewa!'s 

neth and enfo2ceth it ſelfe to be contempned and ſet lyghte ö 
by, And accozding to Oregoꝛies opunon, Ood chuſeth them 4d 
whom the woꝛld fozſaketh.And therevpon the Apoſtle ſayde t.. 1 
agapne: Take herde and marke pour vocation(bꝛethꝛen ) fo: 
there are not many wiſe men (accoꝛdyng to fleſh and bloud) 
no2 many mightie, noꝛ many noble 4 woꝛzthie amonaſt you, 
But God hath choſen thoſe which ſeemed ſoliſh 4 poꝛe to the N 
woꝛlde, that he may confound and onerthzow ther by theſe 

wozloly wyſe men. And he hath choſen the . 
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of this woꝛlde, that hee may thereby confounde the ſtronge 
and mightie. Aud behold be hath choſen the vnable and con⸗ 
temptible things of the wozlde. Ui herefoze(my dearelp be⸗ 
ued let it not delighte thee fo lyue and be conuerſaunte a⸗ 
mongeſt the mightie and rich potentates of this wo2ld, noz 
to heepe company with the carnall and dꝛeadleſſe wightes, 
but alwayes aſſociate thy ſelfe with the better ſoꝛte and beſt 
learned, that thou mapeſt p;ofitte in wyſedome and vertue. 
Leaſt thou be dampned togither with this world, and ſo laſs 
thy lotte and he rytage amongeſt the clece. Foꝛ if thou wilt 
belteue Hicrome, he will tell thee that cf a thoulande rpehe 
and mightie men, ſharce one is foun de fit o wozthte fo the 
kingdome of Cod. There ſoꝛe pzay thou vuto Cod that hee 
vouchſafe ſo to punyſh;e and co rect thee pzelently, that thou 
be not condempied hereafter vcrpetually, 402 thou arte not 
better then was Vierentie which was ſanrcifted in hys mos 
thers wombe.And pet he ſaveth : cozrect me O Low) but in 
thy iudgement and not in ſhy faric, leaſt thou bzing me to 
nothing. Foz as the Zpoltle teſtiłpeth: $f we be without co2- 
recon t biſciplyne, we are no fomics but baſtards, Where« 
fo:e thinke nothing moze hurtefull, then to abyde amongeſt 
the vnfearekull, vayne, and wicked company, no2 on that o⸗ 
ther ſyde thinke nothing moꝛe holetome then to remayne as 
mongeſt the godte, feareful, and deuout ſoꝛt. 5/02 follow thou 
reaſon, and not affectton, 

ak thou holde not thy (clfe inftantiy inthe feare of God, 


uoydeth not thy houſe will qrickly be euerfh2owen and ſubuerted , Foz 


— 1 thc f:are of Cod docth dꝛawe backe from ſume. And there⸗ 


ofte tymes in- 


wo the greateſt hot hig. Then he holde th him (cl? in the feare of Cod which 


vpon Salomon ſayde: Þe which fcareth Sod doeth neglen 


inſtantly and vace.ntly is care ful leaſt he ſtuld offend hun. 
Oz leaſt he ſhould ſinne and incurre the daunger of damp⸗ 
nat ion. Now by this houſe in this poztton cf ſcripture men⸗ 
cyoned, is ment cur harte wherein we dwell and abyde by 
togitations and aflicmtons. And this houſe is ſone ſubuerted 
anboaecrth;owen by talung tinto tae met greuous andody⸗ 
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ous ſozte of ſinnes and offences, Whereby all grace mer- 
tie is taken away, and the ſumer doth ſpiritually dye theres 
in,vnleſſe he conuerte vnto the feare of God. Whereby it 
appeareth conſequently, that he ſhall hardlye eſchue and a- 
uoyde theſe græudus and greateſt offences, which doeth not 
dayly accuſtome him ſelfe to eſchue the leaſt faults ⁊᷑ tranſ⸗ 
greſſions. Foꝛ the common cuſtome of triſtyng faultes and 
miſdeedes, doe bꝛyng with them, the lallyng vnto greater 
eno2mittes,Dince the leaſt doe diſpoſe and (as it were) pꝛe⸗ 
pare a man vnto the greateſt, Vea they take away the fer⸗ 
uentneſſe of charitie, and doe hynder and let the increaſe of 
grace in vs, Wherevpon the holy fathers affyꝛme: Ye that 
is negligent in ſmall things, doth by a little and a little fall 

and liyde away altogither, So that (my ſingulerly beloued) 
if thou wilt continue in the ſtate of health, grace, and chari⸗ 
tie, that is to ſay, ont of all greuous ſin, and cauſe of damp⸗ 
nation) doe not onely be diligent to auoyd the greateſt offen- 
tes but the leaſt alſo, Foz otherwyſe thy fruites are deade 
befo2e the face of God, Whoſe voice whe the ſhepe heareth 
not, he ſtrapeth and wandereth , Now it is a greeuous ſinne 
and offence mo2e to cleaue and ſtick vnto, to be moꝛe deligh- 
ted arm affected, in the create,frayle,and bayn things of this 
woꝛld, then God him ſelfe. Lu her vpon Hierome ſapeth: A 
mynd dedicated vnto God ſhould as well beware of the leaſt 
as of the greateſt offences, knowing that accompt mult ber 
rendered of cuery idle woꝛd. And therefoꝛe Gregoꝛ ie ſayth: 
He that taketh not heede of the leaſt, falleth into the greateſt 
offences, Then ſuch as doc dayly follow vamities, laughyng, 
bablpng, ſpoꝛtyng, dallping, wandꝛing here and there, and 
accuſtomyng them ſelues te all lightneſſe, and in the meane 
whyle doe very ſeldome oꝛ neuer repent oz amend, how can 
they choſe but become culpable alſo of greater enoꝛmities: 
TCherekoꝛe let no man coyg,fatter,negnlec, noꝛ beguyle him 
ſelfe. But tha better to aupoyd and eſchue theſe ſnares of the 


diuill, theſe knottes of temptat ion, as llouth and negligence, 
pea and the better te pꝛotede aud creaſe in W 
1 
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in all veotue and grace, it is greatly anayleable to haue a 
faythfull, godly, wary, ex porte iuſt, wyſe, and entyꝛe famili⸗ 
er friend. Unto whom a man may be bolde to lay op# bold⸗ 
ly all his ſecrets, doubtes, and ſcrupules. And by whoſe god⸗ 
y aduyte, he may be tnſtruced, kindled by his exhoꝛtat ions, 
and helped by his alſiſta it pꝛayers. Foz the frendſhip of ſuch 
eing founded on govlinefſe and honeſtie, is of great foꝛce 
and efficacye befoze God, Wherevpon the auntient fathers 
layde: that the fraudes and temptations of the diuill are 
by no woꝛldly meanes moꝛe repulſed noꝛ defended, then by 
the ſocyetie of a zealous friende vnto whom a man map laye 
open his harte and mynde. Leaſt the power of the diuil being 
ſecretly ſhutte therein, doe infecte and vtterly diſtrop it. 

And therevpon it is w2itten: A faythfull friend is a ſtrong 

p:otection, And he which hath founde ſuch an one, hath a 

great treaſure, There is no compariſon to ful friend, 

neyther can the weight of Gold no ſiluer caunterpepſe hys 
fayth . A faythfull friend is a medicyne of lyfe and immoz⸗ 

_— and ſuche as feare the Lozde ſhall fynde ſuche 

endes. . 

And in another place hee ſayeth : Bleſſed is hee which 
kyndeth a faythfull friende. Fo2 ſince man is naturally'a lys 
ning creature which defireth companp, it is naturall(ſay the 
Pbhtloſophers)that he ſhould be helped. And ſince man is not 
a god indge ouer him ſelfe,it is expedyent that hee open 
his griefe and conſcyence to ſome other moze mierte to judge 
thereof, Therefoze harken vnto counſell, and bee not ruled 
by thyne owne ſenſuall appetyte , But endeuour thy ſelfe 
to eſchue all familyaritie's ſocietie of wanton wozldlings, 
fo2 that is greatly hurtfull to thy ſoule. 

It is good to God is a ſpirife (as it is w2itten in the fourth Chapt- 
ray and ſing ter of John) and they which wozſhip him muſt wozthipps 
lalmes, hym in ſpiryte and truth. 

And although wee ought deuoutly and carefully with all 
| reuerence to perfozme and erecute all the wozkes of God 

Here. 4. (fog he is acturſed which doth the wozke of God negligent 
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ly) vet thoſe actions of vertues which are immedyafely/and 
without any interim) done and exercyſed about God,ougi;t 
to be done and erercyſed with a greater reuerence and ün⸗ 
cular zeale, Now p2ayer, ſinging of Pſalmes, and adminp⸗ 
ſtring of ſacramentes are actions of vertue pcrtayning vnto 
Gods hono2.nd therefo2e they are to be executed with all 
diligence and perfection. Wherevnto firſt is requpꝛed the 
obſeruation and keeping of the diuyne p2ecoptes , Foz it is 
wzitten: Bee that declineth his eare leaſt hee ſhould heare 
Gods law, hys p2ayer is execrable. And agayn: Curſed are 
they which declyne from thy commaundements , Therfoze 
firſt the conuerſation muſt be made confozmable vnto ths 
pꝛayer, and nerte the harte muſt be vnyted vato God by of- 
ten p2ofe and continuall attentyueneſſe. Foz of ſuche as are 


backewarde and doe not attende, the Loꝛde ſpake by Eſape ecai.2g, 


ſaying: This people honozeth me with their lippes, but their 


harte is farre from me , And the wyſe man ſayde: Bekoze Eccle. 1t. 


pꝛayer, pzepare thyne harte and ſoule, and be not lyke vn⸗ 
to a man which tempteth God. Therefoze attentineneſſe 
is chiefly neceſſarie, and ought to be alwayes in the begyn⸗ 
nyng of p2ayer and fingyng of Pſalmes . Foz the vertue of 
eche nod beginning doeth ſhyne in as muche as followeth, © 
and the latter ende followeth vertuouſly by guyde of a god 
beginning, | 
Furthermoze,foz as much as there are the ſundzy effects 

in pꝛaper, (that is)acceptation with God, obtapning of that 
we craue, and a certayne werte refection of mynde which 
be feeleth that pzayeth, the befoze named attentiueneſſe ſhal 
be ſufficient to the fozmer two of theſe affectes, But vnto the 
third, there is requiſite a confinuall and mightie attentpue⸗ 
neſſe, Foz actoꝛding to Baſtlles woꝛdes. Enen as the taſte 
of the month doth diſcerne and taſte euerie mozſell oꝛ pete 
of the bodily ſuſtenaunce, whileſt it cheweth and gnaw⸗ 
eth it, euen ſo the inwarde taſte of the ſoule oughte in 
p2ayer and ſingyng of Pſalmes to marke and taſte the 
ſence of euerpe worde and ſentence , And that 

the 
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the foꝛenamed auions and ducties may be perfectly diſchar⸗ 
ged and exeevutcy, there is requireha great waryneſle and 
watchf:ulneitc of i arte, and an affea:onate recolicaion 02 re- 
piticten of nine towardes God. and therefoze ſome haue 
thought no le bout no: payne comparable vnto hartie pꝛaper. 
But ſuch pꝛaver and ungumg of ſalmes is of great (and ex⸗ 
cedyng grrat) cfficatie te wardes the obtapning at Gods 
handes of ali things which we doe healthfuily requyze.Aad 
there vpon Chꝛiſt ſayd : True wozſhippers and pꝛapers, ſhal 
wo2ſhip ad pꝛay to the father in ſpirit and verttie. and Las 
fille ſayeth: the diuyne helpe is to be craved, not hacklp, noʒ 
with a mynde wandzing here and there, foz ſuche an one 
hall not onely faple to obtayne, but further ſhall Gyzre and 
pꝛʒouoke God to anger, Foz it is requiſite in tyme of pzayer 
to behaue our ſelues purely, and Foutly . Stoutly, that wee 
may reuerently and topinily attend the Lozd our God, Net 
foughfnlly no; lepily gaping and yawning, neither whiſ- 
peryng and muttering, and cutting of our woꝛds in the mid⸗ 
deſt, but with a ſtout and couragious ſounde (as beſt becom⸗ 
meth) let vs pꝛonounce our defires befoze the holy Ohoſt. 
Then purely alſo, that we thinke vpon none other thing but 
the Pſalme oz pꝛayer which we ſing oꝛ ſay . 5702 the hoiye 
ghoſt will not acceptably recepue that which is pꝛofered, if 
we necgledae that which is due vnto him. And pꝛay not noz 
ſing not ouer haſtily, Jn pꝛaying and ſinging of Pſolnis we 
haue two cſpectall things to marke and attend. That is our 
owne myſerie, and Gods mercic . To the ende that by the 
conſiderationof ourowne myſerie, imperfection, fraylitie, 
and malice, we may be p2ovoked vato true humurtte , And 
by the conſideration of Gods mercp, godneſſe, and lous, we 
may be induced to afernct deſire to be vnited with him, And 
ſo the actions befoze rehearted may pꝛotit de of charitie and 
true humilitie, and all vayne chaunting may bee auopded. 
Yea and that wer may deſire to pleaſe Cod onely, and bee 
moꝛe delighted in the ſence, then in the gallantneſſe of the 
woꝛdes, and mo2e in devotion, then in warblyng 1 the 
| ce, 
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vovce,leaſt we commit any wanton geſture 02 actfon, 
502 Auguſtine ſayeth : whenſoeuer it happeneth that 3 
am mo2e delyghted with the muſicke, then with the effect 
of the woꝛdes that are ſung, J confeſſe (ſayeth hee) that J 
doc offend greueuſly. And agayne: the barkyng of Dogges, 
the blcating of Cattell, and the gruntyng of @wprc,voeth 
mo2e pleaſe God, then the channtyng of wanton and ryo- 
tous Pꝛieſtes. Foz what pꝛeuayleth the noyſe of the lippes 
when the harte is dombe ? And euen as a vopce without 
tunableneſſe doeth ſeeme lyke the gruntyng of ſwyne, fo 
beyng vled without deustion it is woꝛſe then the bleating | 
of Calues. Wherfoze let our pꝛapers and denotivs be ſung 
oꝛ ſayde diſtinaly, with a due reuerence, attentiueneſſe, and 
affection, And in a meete place and tyme conuenient. With- 
out bablyng of thinges impertinent , Without whiſperyng 
and pꝛatyng, and without diſſolute laughing. It is waitten 
fo2 our inſtruction, in the firſt Chapiter of Eccleſialt, O va- Fxamples of 
nitie of vanities,and all is vanitie. J haue ſcene (ſayeth hee) the vanitic of | 
all things that are vnder the Dunne, and beholde all is but che world. | 
vanitie and veration of the mynde. Tell me then (ſayde a 
holy father) what ſ&(f cho? Flee (anfwored another) men 
ſaylyng with a p2ofperor's wynde, whom the calmeneſle of 
the Sea, the bꝛightneſſe and cleareneſſe of the apꝛe, t the 


ſwærte bꝛeath of the pleaſant wyndes doe much delight. 3 


ſee alſo ſundzie folke ban ueting and makyng mery in the 


S hippe, leappng and rctopfing with all kynde of Puſtcke 
and melodie, pea euen the tithes of the Dea doe llocke and ga⸗ 
ther about them foz the encreaſe of their deligyte. Stemetb 
not this a great and moſt deſirable felicitie 2 but pꝛonounce 
not thy ſentence ouer haſtily , Rather tell mee what ſeeſt 
thou follow theſe thinges ? J (f& ſayeth he) the heauens 
ſkeute and ware clondye . Yea the ſodayne and vehement 
blaſtes of the wyndes doe duertaſt the Skyes wth miſtes, 
the Dea is troubled and toſſed, and (alaſſe at the laſte) ] 
ſee the Dhippe with them that ſayled rein ſwailowed vp 
in the roaryng wanes , _— was it that J fo ay 
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fed ? What a huge calamitie doeth pzeſently followe (0 
ſhozte a pzoſperitie : And another demaunded in lyke ſoꝛte 
what ſeeſt thou : And it was anſweared: 1 
men bꝛingyng home with them Cartes and Camelles la- 
den with moſt pꝛetious marchandiſe.UWhich come foꝛ wards 
merily and toyfully , hopyng lo: greate gapne and a god 
market, And their pꝛolperitte ſoemeth great. But what fol- 
loweth ? J ſee(ſayd he agapne) an army of Soloters ſodain⸗ 
ly ruſhyng all at once vpon theſe Parchanntes,n ud hauing 
amaſed them with the ſodayne aſſaulte, they ſyople them, 
putte them to fiycht, and kyll them moſt myſerablye , Dh 
what infinyte myſertcs doe ſodaynly follow a little mp2th 2 
Some man beholdyng thys wozld,doth ſxeme to ſc an houſe 
abotmvantly replenyſhed with all kynde of ryches and firs 
nyture, and the maifſter of the houſeholde reioyſing in hys 
childꝛen, hys great famplie, his great herdes of beaſtes.hys 
full barnes, and all other delights. And this ſtemeth a great 
felicitie , But is not this true there with that the moze a 
ryche man pollelle, the moze he is vered with cares? Aud 
although he a lone doe beare the burthen of bis rarefalnes, 
vet that which hee hath ſurape d tog er with ſuche hay, 

doeth much moze others then by lelfe. 10 be 
feareth leaſt they diminyſhe when they are gotten, 
be feareth the-vyolence of the mightie, and ſuſpecteth the 
faythfulneCe of hys ſeruauntes Arother (412th to ſæ by 
the woꝛlde a ſolempne Prepared, wherem there 
is great pomp? Aud that &-neth a wonder 
uli god thyng,bycau(c 1:2a6nde is ther by pꝛelerued with⸗ 
out any uuurie done to ſhamefatinefſe and the wedded par 
ties are knitte togither with the bende of laue. But howe 
rare a thing is it to ſer maryed folkes agree? great 
carefulneſſe voeth followe maryage : What art 
there kauen in heingyng vp of the chyldꝛen ? And in neceſ⸗ 
ſarie pꝛoatſion fo; the hauſe? Howe wany cauſes and quay 
relles of ſuſpition and duſſention doe dayly growe betweene 
the man and the wyle? Ul hat inſmyte dreaves EI 
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doc inuade them bath, leaſt emmpes could diſt rey them: 
Dome haue lphened this worde unte a shoe replenyſhed 
wuüb learned ſtudyents. wl berein the gregtelt parte es all 
are bent vnto ſundꝛie god faculties and ſcvences 1140 this 
lummltude would ſcene to be moe pleaſant then {oe oft, bro 
caſe they are altogither occupied in wiſedome. But © very 
der d theſe ſoliſh wayfarmg men o2 trauaplers which are fo 
curiouly oceupped in ſearching the miſteries of things tro a⸗ 
te d, doe in the meane tyme ſoꝛgette Oed they? Creatoz,and 
neglea the ereculion of that which pertapnelh unte lama ki⸗ 
gn , And they? conuerſation doeth well witiieffe that they 
ae mie etched of all others, ſinte nothing is 11622 vain | 
K92 ee h:rfilefle then they curyolitie , Wea thew end | 
is matt Pirgappie,fince tammonſy at tie tyme of their death 
they are frulirate; of the hope of ſaluation, whoſe lyfe and | 
tyus of health dyd cicglece fo walke in che pathe ot the 
ryght way tothe ſame. 
Az lxxely uch are of all others moſte vaynety occupyed, | 
| 


as onul te thoſe things which Cod requireth at their hauds, 
and without the which they can not ber ſaved . and ate not 
tontinually eccupyed in the ſame; but rather ſettyng aſonde 

alli feare of God, doe buſie them ſelues in ſuci copes as Cod 
doeth not requy2e at their handes, and as rather hynder 
then further their ſaluation. And they are wo2thily reh 
ued of God and man, bytauſe they pat erre the delighies ans 
112oſperities which they ſynde by the way, befo2e the greate 
iu and bleſſed ite ot the king dome piepared. Cleauing 
rather o thyngs pꝛeſent, then to the toprs to come. Vows 
comu e ch it to paſſe(ſayeth Hieremias in his eleuenth Cha- 
23 my dee hath committed wary leude partes 

„ e 
Saycth Paule i in his ſeconde Chapiter:tothe Romaynes: The opinion 
Since it commeth to paſſe, that the people t nations which of certay oy | 
hanenot the lame, doe pet fulfillthat\ which the lawe cant d d | 
maundeth, they become a law vnto the ſelues. Now to ̊ end end conn, rof 
eee . —— e werd 
may 
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may the mo2e plainely appeare,J will a little fouche howe 
much the Philoſophers(being guided onely by naturall rea- 
ſon)haue abhozred ſuch ydle and leude conuerſation. Plato 
ſayeth : It is not the parte of a Philoſopher to ſtudie about 
the pleaſures 4 delightes of meat,d2inke,+ venerie.A Philo- 
ſopher doth think it diſhonoz to be bꝛauely apparelledoz dec⸗ 
ked, g is content with ſuche clothing as may ſerue his neceſ⸗ 
ſarie vſe A Philoſophers intention is not about þ body, but 
furtheſt from it,. and is wholly occupyed about conſideration 
of the ſonle . The mynde and ſoule of the Phyloſopher doth 
diſpiſe and diſdayne the bodye, and fipeth from it, that it 
ſelfe may ber wholly occupyed in and about it ſei, Foz 
out of our bodyes pꝛoceede thoiuſanoes of impediinents vn- 
to contemplation, whileſt we are buſied fo2 the neceſſarie ſu⸗ 
ſtentation therof.A Philoſophers meditation, is the loſyng 
and ſeparation of the mynd from the bodie. Jt is a rediculous 
thyng ſoz a man that all his lyfe tyme dyd pzepare hym 
ſelfe vnto death, if then when it commeth, her ber trou- 
bled oꝛ moleſted therewith , Jf thou perceyue any man to 
fh2ynke at death when it commeth, ſay boldiye her was 
no Phyloſopher . As often as the mynde oz ſoule is al- 
lured by the bodye unto theſe wo2ldcely and chaungeable 
thynges, it is ſeduced and ſoꝛe troubled , Vut as often as 
the mynde oz ſoule is exertyſed by it ſelfe in ſpeculation, it 
— wayes tranſferred into ſinceritic and immozta⸗ 


The bodie and the mynde beyng both in one, nature 55h 
pet commaund the bodte to be gonerned, to ſerue, and (0 bee 
ſubiects , But it commaundeth the mynde oz ſot le to rule 
and beare dominion. True Philoſophers doe abſtayne from 
all things that are cozpozal,+ are not greedy louers of mony 
and riches. Theſe ſentences Plato affirmed. Now Wocrates 
{by Daint Vieromes teſtimony) dyd btterly confempne ry- 
ches. Dyogenes fo2ſaking all theſe woꝛldly pompes, dyd 
chuſe to lyne in hys Dunne Tullpe and Deneca haue 
ꝛitten moſte charpely and bitterly agaynſte the _— 
| cs 
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ryches and voluptuouſneſſe. Then if theſe men being one- 
ly enduced by naturall reaſon, and onely fo2 the attapning 


of naturall felicitie and ſcyence,did thus contempne all vy- 
tes, and ledde ſuch a ſtrickt and hard lyfe, of how great con- 
dempaation are Chziſtians culpable, which being inſtruc⸗ 
ted with the doctryne ofthe goſpell and very lawe of God, 


to whom the onely begotten ſonne of God him ſelf did per⸗ 
ſonally come, and made him ſe fe an example foꝛ them, are 
not pet aſhamed to lead a wanton, vayne, and delycate lyfe, 
are blotted and blemiſhed with carnall markes, eleaue faſt 
vnto the woꝛlde, fozget heaueniy things, and are nat dilp⸗ 
gent and carefull to honour God with all their hartes? But 
my beloued: be not thou lykened noꝛ confoꝛ med vnto ſuche 
vnwoꝛthie men, Rather follow the foteſteppes of the holy 
fathers that thou mapeſt be able to pleaſe thy Creatoꝛ, and 
to offer vnto him the flourc of thy youth, whileſt it voth yet 
flo2yſhe and ſpꝛoute. The which wil be vnto hym moſt pleas 
ſaunt and acceptable. As Oregoꝛie witnefſeth ſaving : in that 
age that mans heare is vellow, his eyes gliſtering lyke chꝛi⸗ 
tall. his face freſhe as the Roſe, his ſound health encreaſeth 
his ſtrength and fo2ce, his pong and luſtie peares pꝛomiſe 
long continuance vpon earth, wyileſt reaſon and tho ſences 
are quicke, whileſt the hearing is moꝛe readie, Þ daht quic- 
ker, the gate vpꝛight, the countenance lonely, and the body 
luſtie, they in this age(ſayeth he doe rule and maſter 
them ſelues, and doe aſſocyate acquaynte them ſelues with 
God, they may exped and hope foz the re ward of the bleſſed 
Apoſtle and Euangeliſt John, 
Wherevpon Yierome ſayeth : it is god foꝛ a man when he 
hath bozne the yoke from his youth vpwardes , Therefo: 
(welbeloued) doe not foꝛeſlow thy conuerſion vnto the Loꝛd, 
neyther defer from day to dax, leaſt his wꝛath come ſonainly 
vpon ther. Oer thy feife wholly to God, and he will whoity 
beſtow him ſelfe vpon ther. Be thou of a right magnanimy- 
tie, and put thy hand vnta theſtrongeſt+ftonteft trauayles, 
Fight lyke a god W the enimyes of the _ 
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F03 be ſhall not bee crowned with glozie which hath not 
maiftred the pꝛoudeſt. Zhe-creatoz of all thinges which is a⸗ 
bone all things, the highc and moſt bleNet Cod, veuchfafe 
tu gine thee all theſe thinges, foz his vnmeaſured gobnefſe, 


and fo2 the aduauntement of his hong? | glo2tr. Amen. 


Of the vanitie Salomon in the xrir, of his Pꝛcuerbes ſapeth: Our 
& wictched- DAYES are as woundes vpon the carth, and pet there is no 
neſſe of {is death. And Auguſtine in his thirtenth boke and tenth Cha⸗ 
pretent ye. iter De cioitate dei, laxeth: From the tyme that any man be- 
gynneth to be in this mo2tall bodye, hee dorth mer ſſaumtly 
trauaxle to dye. F92 therchnto tendeth alt hie mutabitt- 
tie in all bys lyfe- (if it map bee called lyfe) that hee ly⸗ 
ueth to that ende th afte death may 8 1 all men are 
neœrer vnto dea er à peare ed, then they 
befoze it 9 max, then to. dap, to dare, the 
velterQays 
Jo all the Ne ko 9 — ere ſpace ofvar lyfe is 
taten away. And that 0 remayneth doth dayly become 
leſſe and lelle. o that the whole courſe of this our lyfe, is 
nothyng cls but a recourſe vnto death , And in this courſe 


no man is ſuſtred to ſtay noz to linger and goe ff then 
his feilowes ., But all men are dꝛouen on with equal 


and paces, and are all * N alyke to their ende. Neyther 
docth he which dyeth ſon ouer the day faſter then 
an other whoſe lyfe laſted longer. But hauyng eche of them 


equall momentes and tymes to paſſe ouer cquallye, that 


one had hys ende and determinate tyme ſet nearer,and that 
| other further of, 
Foz it is one thing to haue lyued er e and another thyng 
| to haue gone 02 pꝛocæded o wer 92 qu 


And therfoze whoſocuer doth the wer tnger his dayrs bes 


foꝛe he dye, he went not neuer the mo; db w⸗ 
w. but he had the longer iourne y to porfoꝛme . Pea and it it 
ſhould: be accompted that aman (etl to dye (J meane 


to bee dead in dæde com the fyaſt momen ae that dr ath clays 


med hys ryghte in tyrs eur exple, (whrech is rien Rom 
our 
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our ſwadlyng clontes ) then all this lingryng and detrac⸗ 
ting of tyme, ſhould. in accoumpt be no tyme at all. Foz 
what other thyng doe we atcomplych in our dapes, houres, 
momentes, and tymes, then that thys lyfe beyng conſu⸗ 
mate, death (which all that whyle was in hande) may ber 

fulfilled. Of theſe things Auguſkyne fpeaketh largely in 
the Chapiter befoꝛe rehearſed, and the Chapiter next fol- 
lowing. But of the infinyfte cutlles and myſeries of thys 

pzcſent lyfe, he treateth moze playnely in hys xx boke and 
xx. Chapiter of the ſame wozke ſaying; As touching our 

firſt oꝛiginall beginnyng, all mankynde was in damnable 
eſtate as well witneſſeth thys our lyfe (if it bee a lyſe) ſo 

full of ſuch and ſo exccedpng great emlles ,, F82 what els 
betokencth the hoꝛrible depth of our ignoꝛance, from whence 
all errour ſp2yngeth ? the which dyd recepue all Adams 
chyldzen into a darkeſome cozner, fo that a man tan nat 
from it bee delyuered without payne, ſoꝛowe, and dꝛead ? 
rea the inoꝛdynate loue which we beare to ſo many thynges 
giltye of vanitie, whereon ſo many cares doe ryſe, ſo ma⸗ 
ny perturbations, ſo many languyſhings, feares, mavneſſe, 
tayes,dyſco2ds,confkentions, warres, trtaſons, wʒathes, eni⸗ 
mities, fraudes, theftes, ſpoyles, ryottes, and pꝛibes, do ſuffi⸗ 
ciently bewzay our miſerie 4 danmable effate. Further moꝛe, 
Auguſtine in his boke entituled De miferfa mundi;dbth plainly 
treat ſaying: Take herd to thyſelf leaſt being wꝛapped in the 
ſnares at p diuill, thou become a p2ay to þ hũter which rfigeth 
and ſerketh whom he may deuour. Foꝛ this lyte is fugitpue 
and vntruſtie, unte it doth not perko me faithful dealing, no 
not ta the louers therof, Yea euen from the beginning of the 
woꝛld it hath decepued all ſuch as put their truſt therin, And 
all ſuch as haue w2apped the ſelues therem it hath beguiled. 
And fo it hath ſhewed it ſelf vncertain to all men, it might 
pꝛoue it ſelfe a lyer vnto all men. F92 beholde the wonlde 
which we ſo much lone « eſſeeme,doth palle ouer +flp away, 
And yet we follow it firing fo fro va, thꝛongh a blynd mynd 
of carnal cocupilc7c2, 4x cleave faſt vatoit whilelt it katleth. 
Ong. Sa 
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do that beyng vnable to hold it bp falling, we fall with it 
percompany.PYea is not this our lyfe tpke vnto death, ſince 
therin doe abound ſo many dolo2s,lamentations, fighes,and 
ſo qreat miſeries:one man being greeued w loffe cryeth out, 
Another cõtinually bewayleth the barenneſſe of his ground. 
Dne lamenteth the death of his friend, c another fitteth ſad⸗ 
iy being ouerwhelmed in pouertie, Sop there is much tribu⸗ 
lation from p time Þ man commeth into this woꝛld. Yea his 
firſt voice oꝛ ſound doth ſhew infirmitie . He is boꝛne an in⸗ 
tant, t ſtraight way cryeth dut. Ve cannot yet ſprake, E ne⸗ 
uertheleſſe he is Þ Pꝛophet of his own talamitie. His teares 
are witneſſe of his miſerie, paine, dꝛead,ᷣ is to come, Whe 
be is growen a little, he beginneth to hunger, thirſt, & to bee 
weaty. To conclude, man hath alwayes two ſund2y tozmets 
which hy turnes ) doe vere him cont inually. The which are: 
frare t ſoꝛow. if A man be well, he feareth,+ if be be euil at 
eaſe he loꝛoweth. What is he whom the p2oſperitie of thys 
woꝛld hath not deceiued?©2 who is it Þ hath not ben greeued 
with h aduerſitie therof? the behold man what great afflic- 
ons thou doeſt ſuffer in this woꝛld, which thou ſo much eſte⸗ 
meſt. Wherin(in very ded)there are nothing but falſe x de- 
ceiptful voluptuouſnes, ſ true(yea vndonbted)calamitie, No 
ſafetic of myꝛth and iope, but a tozmentyng feare,a greedie 
couetouſneſſe,and a fruitleſſe lamentation . And who is he 
which can number 02 accoumpt all the cuilles and diſcom⸗ 
modities of this lyfe + Fo2 to ouerpaſſe with ſcilence thoſe 
catlles which doe commonly oppꝛeſſe all men (that is to ſay 
ferret ſoꝛowes, and eſpectall gricfes whereof all men may 
fonde them ſelues giltie) let a man but call to mynde what 
enplles hee hath both ſuſtayned and committed from hys 
youth vpwardes, let him but ſet befoze hys eyes the tymes 
paſſed, and diligently conſider howe many vayne labonrs 


be hath vndertake,how often he hath ſwet in vain fo þ loug 
of this wꝛetched wozld, 
Vom often he hath founde deceyptfull iNucs of hys moſt 


earneſte trauaples, and let hym then ponder that _ 
ong 
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long troubles he hath yet obteyned no reſt, and he ſhal quick 
ly know what accoumpt is to be made of this world. 
O myſerable man then what doeſt thou, oz whether goeſt 
thou: whiles thou art in this woꝛld, thou doeſt but iuſt and 
ronmem a Tyltpearde. Mherein thou findeſt an enemie 
which is to ſtrong foꝛ thee, whome thou neyther canſt ſ& noz 
pet el kape from him. Be entyſeth ther with trylyng toyes, 
thereby to robbe and deſpoyle thee of the iopes of heauen. 
Pea and thereby to put into thee, the very tozmentes of hell. 
Vis lackye lycth cloſe hidden in che way,couered with earth 
which is the dinells concubyne and lenunan. The enimy of 
mankynde doth behold the manners and naturall enclynact- 
ons of euery man, and vnto what vyce they be moſt pꝛone, 
thoſe he ſetteth befoze theyꝛ faces,which may moſt aptly al- 
lure and betray theyꝛ myndes. And whiles he maketh them 
gaze at the gaynes or glyſtryng gold, they neuer ſe the perill 
of theyꝛ perdicien , but lyke foles being deceiued with the 
delightes, which they ſ& and carnally doe loue, they neuer 
marke how they fall hedlong into damnation. And bicauſe all 
men are voyde of vnderſtandinge, they periſhe perpetually. 
Wherefo2e if the woꝛld doe pleaſe and delight ther, beware 
the deceyptfulneſſe thereof . Remember that as Salomon 
ſayeth: Lamentacion and doloꝛ do come in the ende of iopes 
and merymentes. Fo2 all mans pleaſantneſſe is bytter and 
ſowꝛe in the ende. When a man retoyſeth in the wozld be 
reiopſeth not in God. 
But pet alas how many ther be which reioyſe in the world, 
neuer reiopſe in God: To reioyſe in the woꝛlde, is to boaſt, 
tryumphe, ano glo2y, in iniquitie, vanitie, ryches, hono2, 
out warde comlyneſle, fylthy cenuerſacion, x vayne paſtimes 
with vnkreutefull and leude communicacion , Which is in 
effecte,to purchaſe ſoꝛowe and lamentacion.oꝛ no man can 
embꝛate Chꝛiit and the woꝛld bothe attones. Many men pꝛo⸗ 
keſſing Chꝛiſt, doe pꝛapſe him, loue him, and rendꝛe thanckes 
vnto him whiles they be in theyꝛ wozldly pꝛoſperitie. But 
if aduerſitie light vpon them they TW ng 
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Such men ſerie god fo2 p2ofit and not fo2 lone, Wnfo whom 
the Loꝛd God may iuſtly ſaye : Foz pour owne benefit and 
commoditie you haue obſerucd my tommaundementes, and 
not bicauſe you loued me with a pure entent. And where⸗ 
foꝛe dorſt thou extoll thy ſeife in vanitie (D man) is nat thy 
body (as the Mꝛeacher ſayth) duſt and afſhes ? Art not thou 
thy lelle of earth, and ſhalt ſone be reſolucd againe into 
carth 2 Loke into the Depulchꝛes of the greateſt Pꝛinces, 
and (ce if any other thing doe there remapne but bones and 
duſt? And all this being thus, doeit thou by ſo many erro2s 
make haſt vnto hell, which haſt bene cnſtruced in ſomany 
pathes to heauen by Chꝛiſt him ſelfe? Why is that beloued 
which muſt be fo2ſaken , and that necleded which may per- 
tually be entoped : Theſe ſentences and many ſuch lyke, 
inet Auguſtine dothe molle deuouteip pꝛopounde in his 
bokes befoze named . And finally he w2yteth in a certeyne 
Sermon ſaying : Attende and marke, O myſerable Soule of 
ſinfull Man, that hoꝛryble houre in which thou ſhalt depart 


from the body. Where as thou ſhalt p2efently beholde the 
wycked miniſters of Sathan, the curſed diuills, the hozry- 


ble dampned ſpirites,and the molt cre well roaryng Lyones, 
ranging and hunting about fo2 they2. pzaye, which is thy ſo⸗ 
rowfull ſeife. With the twynckling of an eye, the hozryble- 
places of eternall paynes ſhall apeare, the Chaos oz confu- 


ted heape of darkeneſſe, the hozrour of myſery, the terrour 


and tremblyng dꝛeade of ſozrowe,the quaking feare of hoz- 


ryble vyſions, and of that maſt hozryble manſion, where ther 


is continuall wepinge and gnaſhing of teethe, gnawing of 
woꝛmen, howling and crying, the lamentacions of them that 
mourne perpetually, and the voyce of ſuch as crye, wo, wo, 
wa be vnto vs chyldꝛen of Cue. When the wzetched and vn⸗ 
happy ſcule departing out of Þ body ſhall heare theſe things 
and luch lyke, oꝛ rather a thouſand fold wozſe ⁊ wazſe then 
can be expꝛeſſed, when it ſhall behold them and feele them, 
then may it ſenübly vnderſtande, what exceeding trembling 
d2cade and terrour doth cuſue of the loue and delightes cons: 
ceyued. 
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cepued in this fraple, vnconſtant, and me wꝛetched wotlh, 
But my beloued : doe thou fozecalt all theſe thinges (9 
ſuffre none of theſe admonicions to ({yppe ont of thy mpnve. 
That thou mayeſt eſche we and ef kape ecernall payne and 
puniſhment, and atteyne vnto the toyes which ſhall endure 
wo2lde without ende. Amen. 
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A LETTER WRYTTEN 


by 1. B.ynto his famyliar frende G. P. teaching temedies 
againſt the bytterneſſe of Dcath. 


benq remember pour requeſt made vnto me 
— laſt parting, which was, that J ſhould 


"the leaſt to diminiſh the deſy2c of long ivfe, 
I can not but much lyke and commend in you 


that diſpoſition, wherbyit appeareth your deſy2e and mynde 


is let not in the lone of things tranũtoꝛv, but in knowledge, 


and in that knowledge, which of all other is mcſte perfect 
and meefe foz a wyſe man: Fo2 if that be woꝛth the lear⸗ 
ning that is neceſſary , and that foz euerp age, degrie, and 
ſexe, all creatures maſt neteſſarily dye, and no man of rea⸗ 
ſon dyeth better, and moꝛe lyke a man, then he that bathe 
learned the Scicnce thereof. And if that knowledge be 
wozth the learning, whercof commeth certeyne and great 
tommoditie, none can be compared with the Dcyence of well 
dying , the fruite whereof is comfozt, and lyfe neuer en⸗ 
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| atteyninge of it, which is youth the flower of your age, ha⸗ 
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Am as this knowledge is molt perfect woꝛthie learninge, 
ſo haue you taken a verye meete and conuenient tyme fo2 the 


ing in it ſclfe ſtrengthe and habilitie to learne any Deyence, 
and leating tyme to p2aciſe that is well learned, Foz as 
none other ſcience pꝛoſitable being lyberall) is ſodenly lear- 
ned, neither is it enough to byd a man though he be wytty, 
ſodenly to dꝛawe a figure in Geometrie, make a pꝛopoꝛcion 
by Arithmiticke , be a god ſowldier, ingenter o2 other lyke, 
(fo2 he may ſay he lacketh tyme, teaching, and ererciſe to at- 
tepne ſuch knowledge, euen ſo is the ſcience of dying wel, to 
be learnid with tyme, meditacion, and exerciſe. And who ſo 
ſayth to a ſicke man not pꝛactiſed herein, be content to dye, ⁊ 
foꝛgo thts moꝛtal life, map here of him againe J now, 

it is to lyuc by experience, but to dye J haue not learned, 
and the leſſon is not ſo eaſie as pou thinke it. Mherein if 
many would do, as you ſeme to meane, that is, to learne to 
dye when they may beſt lyue, they ſhould bothe lyue moze 
quiet, and dye better contented , 
And now ſomewhat to ſatiſſie pour deſp2e , and to entre 
into this treatic, which Jentende not to make lenge, J wy 
keope this oꝛdꝛe , Syꝛſt to ſhew that vato a Chziſtian man, 
Death is not to be fledde,but rather to be deſy2ed, oꝛ at the 
leaſt well to be taken, no plague, but benefyt, no loſſe, but 


cayne . Next J will ſhewe what the lettes and cauſes be 


that make vs indxe otherwiſe . And thirdly tell how thoſe 
lettes may be remoued,and our opinion ſamewhat changed, 
to thincke of Death and lyfe as they are without pꝛeiudice 
that men commonly bzinge with them . Zo the heathen not 
knowing GD, noꝛ the vertue of the lyfe to come, the firſt 
parte,that Death is not to be fledde, ſhonnid, and terrible, 


is a leſſon harde, oꝛ rather vnpoſſuble to be taught. Fo: 


Ivfe being god as all men think, and of it ſelſe it is, no man 


tan willingly leaue the god, but to2 the better, foꝛ otherwiſe 
de ſhall thintte hum ſelfe, to make ſuche a bargaine, as the 
Poete ſayth,Glaucus made with Diomedes, & err 

£ 3 ; 


bytternes of Death. 


fo2 copper. And bicauſe the heathen knowe not the better 

(which knowledge is learned onely in Chꝛiſtes ſchole) non 

of their bokes though they wꝛote, many of the contempt cf 

Death, with fay2e and glozious wo2des, cculd make either 

them ſelues oꝛ their heires with right iudgement content to 

dye, ik they might liue, to leaue pꝛeſet life which thei thought 

god and were content with, foz an other to come, whereof 

their knowledge was none 02 doubtfull and -vacertayne, 

And therefoze a Philoſoper emong the reſte moſt learned, g. 

ſapde, of all thinges dzedefull moſt dzcadfull is Death, 

And the ercelent Oꝛatour, who in health and wealth ſpake cicero. 

ipke a whole man, and as 4 man learnid, perſwaded other, 

being fo2 a tyme baniſhed, was him ſelf without all comfogt. 

And when he dꝛewe towardes death,perceucd he had ſayde 

moꝛe then he could tuſhific, and perfozme in him ſelfe, 

In lyke caſe was the Emperour fo2 wiſedome ſo much re- A. Aurelius. 

nowmed, who app;oching nere to death, and ſpeaking as he 

founde cauſe by pzeofe,and tryall , and not as he befo:e had 

vaynely thought, ſayde , he was toubled with the feare of | 

Death, bicauſe he knewe not whether he ſhould goe, no2 | 

what the gads tinmo2tall (fo ſo he termid them) had deter⸗ | 

mined of him, vnto whome he retommendid him ſelfe with | 

this doubt, that if they had appoynted-any god of him, they 1 

ſhould then ſhew it. | 
Theſe thz& examples of the beſt, with other able to fill a ' 

great volume, doc well ſhewe that the heathen were not U 

learned in this ſcit ce, and much leſſe miete to be ſcholemai- 

ſters and teachers to them that will rightly learne it, and | 

therefo2e J intende not to vſe their examples, though they 

| 


make a faire muſter, which when J ſee other men do in this 


argument, wzyting vato a chziſtian reader , I thinke they 1 
doe not wel remember what is mete foꝛ the argument they 
take in hande,aud foz the perſon to whome they werte. 
But as tothe heathen the ende of lyfe t being, is and (foz 
cauſes afo:eſayd) muſt be dzeadfall, ſo vnto a chꝛiſtian man 
it neither is noꝛ ſhould ſteme (0, vnto whom death is 5 begin⸗ | 
ning 


ſtrengthned with Charitic , 


n one is content to vſe thi 
ted if it be ſhozt , not offended ik it be long, deſyzinge nep⸗ 
ther the one no2 the other, but (ill !wkinge to his home, bea⸗ 
ring with the reſt vicauſe he appoynteth his quiet ther. din 
to him ( hic auſe Cy iſt is lyte death tan not be but gayne, bi⸗ 


content lo leaue the woꝛld which loued not him, 02 
louid not, whoſe commoditi ea if he fought, he 144 
but either occaſion to cnuie them he ſhould er 
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nutg ok lpte, the gate of blyſſe, the ende of ſozo w and mortal 
grefe. Wherco he is not onelp inſoꝛmed by conicaure lyhe 
te be true, dut allured by pꝛeimiſe of him p can be all thinges 
lauing falſe , fo that a ſcholer of Ch iſte ſhould rather doubt 
whetber the Sunne ſhyne by daye, oz whether he fale be⸗ 
ing awaked, then whether the pꝛomiles made ther cok be al⸗ 
ſured 02 no. 

Then if it be ſo that Death endeth all ſoꝛo ww, payne, miſery, 
and trauayle, and ſetteth vs in place of lolace, comſoꝛt, blyſſe, 
and quiet, and that ſuch, as neither hath enterlacing of the 
contrary,no2 ende of it ſelfe , Who is ſozpe to make this 
change, but he that beleueth not both god it is, and how 
well made, oz hot ſhall we thinke be belcueth it to be 
god, and aiſo true, who pech from it, when it is com⸗ 
mince towarde him, 02 would not hat: it true in him ſelle 
that he beleueth? Let him feare Deathe. who hath not hard 
of Chziſte , to whome Chꝛiſte hat he pꝛomiſed naught, deſy- 
rous neither to bheare of him, to ſe bim, no2 to de with him, 


whom fantaũe leadeth, vanitie plealeth, luſt rulcth, and - au 
ein 


woꝛld blyndety, ſakinge fog rel in trouble, fo; 


alturaunce „ where ne wt inge ip 


but Qpttinge « #03 coutentacicu., where nethinge pleaſetts 


longe . 

But he that is a Citizen of Zerutalem, a ſouldier vnder 
Chꝛiſtes banner, armed with Fapth., cylded with Yope, 
who knowcth in whome he 


vath put bis trulte, and where be cheth foz bis med e. S 
s Iyf: as his p Agrimage, conten- 


cauſe he undeth that he ſgketh,and attepneth MED. 
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with them, that would enioy them as well as him ſelfe, 1e 
be angry with them that kept him from the atteyning the 
whome being men he ſhould embꝛace Yea theugh he hat iu 
no: miſuſed no man ( which is harde in that cauſe to ayoyd) 
ret louing the world and the commodities thereof, he found 
meanes whereby he was moued , to foꝛget his tourny and 
the ende thereof, fo make his Inne his home, to ſyt downe 
befo2e his waves ende, to turne his loue from the better to 
the woꝛſe, from heauen to earthe, from God to him ſelke, 
o: rather frem and agapnſte him ſelfe, to thinges vayne, 
Which firſt would make him woꝛ ſe then they ſounde him; and 
after ward leaue him whan he began to loue the , and leauc 
him in that euill eſtate they founde him not So if the world 
doe vndoubtediy hurt them that loue it. and be bat payne and 
trauayle to them that loue it not, bicauſe they hau lite 
noꝛ pleaſurt where they loue not, then followeth it. iy loue 
is onely to be beſtowed on God, and that man muſt deſpꝛe to 
be wher his lone is, foz ſo natu e: nouetij e four be true. 
And ſurely if ther be in vs the tre charitie n ue oi god, 
we cannot be afrayde of that w uch baingeth vs to him, no2 
loathe to beare of that , ivithout which we can not come to 
him. And if there were no mo2e benefit in Death but that 
he / maketh an ende of inne,fithe ſuime diſpleaſeth God, and 
charitie willeth vs tolouc that he loueth. and die that he ha- 
teth, we can neither be afrayde no2 ill content with deathe, 
which bungeth vs out of the occaſion of mie, 410 daunger 
thereby to oripleaſe Gov, 

And althcarh this ſeme vnto many hard, and vnto ſome 
almoſt vnpoſſtivle,mealaring all other by their owne fate,» 
any man who may entoy lyte thor!> be cõtent oz deſirous co 
lene þ fame,yrt is it net only apꝛouen moſt vndoubted ⁊ true · 

by p tething of ſcriptures, which no man can deup, but allo by 
| rites of infimt martirs, wherof each toũtry hath had great 
niibers, whe hauing libertie to flpe t therby to line, inflamed 
only w the fire of charitie t lone of god, were not only c5tit to 
be taken, but offered thi ſclnes foʒ his ſake, whom they loud, 
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and that not onely men, in whome naturally courage is, but 
women and childzen , whoſe weake ſere and tender age de⸗ 
claced moze plapnely what true and hartie loue is able to 
wo2ke, which as it brought Chꝛiſt downe from heauen in⸗ 
to earth, ſo being truely rated in man it is able to dꝛaw him 
from earth into heauen, without reſpec had to him ſelfe, oz 
anp thing that is his. 

And thus much ſpoken of the firſt parte doth now make 
the wape open to bꝛing in the ſecond,fo2 it may be ſayde, if 
there be any meanes to take away the feare of Death, and 
diminiſh the deſire of lyfe, who ſhould atteyne to the ſame 
fo ſone as chꝛiſtian men. And ſith we be all of that number, 
howe commeth it then to paſſe that ſo fe we are contented to 
dye, and many ſo affrayde thereof, that neither them ſelues 
will thinke of it, noꝛ willingly heare other ſpeake of it. To 
the which queſtion, although J might in fewe aun⸗ 
were, and ſay that there lacketh in vs that lyue ly and per⸗ 
fect loue of Gov and the lyfe to come, which ſhould be in vs 
and was in them of whome J ſpake. Pet to make this point 
moꝛe playne /fo2 it is leſſe to ſaye all then to touche eachs 
parte of all) 3 finde thꝛer cauſes cſpeciall that make men 
deſirous to liue and lothe to dye. 

The one is our weakeneſle which ſermeth to haue ſome 
ercuſe,bicauſe nature deſireth the conceruacion of it ſelfe,+ 
abhoꝛreth diſſolution which both taketh away cur being, and 
alſo bꝛingeth with it great greefe and paynes, which men ſee- 
ing in other and flying in them ſelfe, feare Deathe, whoſe 
ſeruants and meſlengers they are, 

The ſetond cauſe is, either the lacke 02 the ſmall quan» 
titie of fapth in vs, whereby we beleue not, oꝛ fapntly beleue 
the meruailous pꝛounſes of incomnarahle blyſſe pꝛom iſed by 
— vnto his faythfutl, after this tranſito2y and pꝛeſent 


f 8 which is a loue and 
werteneſſe conceaued of this lyfe, the gods and commodp- 


ties ol the ſame, where with who ſo is poſſe led, * nor 
be a⸗ 


bytternes of Death. 
be anotded,but vnto him the very remfb2ace of death which 


taketh fr him that he loneth, muſt be ſower + bitter, as the 
ſcripture faith. Zo ſay ſomewhat to theſe thꝛe things which 
maketh lyfe ſweet t death ſower,ts the third part of my mat- 
ter, which J pꝛomiſed to entreate of, 

And koꝛ the firſt, which is a naturall weaknes ingidering 
of it ſelfe the feare of death, we can not ſay it hath no power 
in vs moꝛtal men, ſith Chailt our patron being mo2e tha man 
confeſſed to haue ſome feling of it in him ſelfe. But if we c6- 
fider p he was weak to make vs ſtrong, who gaue the onſet, 
made the conqueſt of death 4 weaknes,+ that not foꝛ him 
ſelfe,but foz vs, x in our nafure,ſaping afterwarde to vs, be 
bolde t feare not, I haue made a conqueſt of the wo2ld, And 
» he hath by taking on him our nature, meruelouſip ioyned x 
inco2po2ated vs vnto him, ſo that by grace x participacid 5 is 
true in vs, which by perfection ol nature was true in him, thẽ 
fynde we that this weaknes remayneth not as befoꝛe in his 
foʒce, but is infazced 4 coũteruayled by a ſtrtgth neuen vs be⸗ 
ſides our ſelues, which bicauſe we ſhould firmely beleue, not 
to 5 imagined oz onely in woꝛ ds, but true 4 in deedes, God 
eee example of thouſandes of his martirs, 

is ſaid, but deſiring death, not fearing but 
5 it, triumphing in toꝛmtt, cdquering in weakenes, 
not caying,fad t heauie is myne hart vntil death be paſt, but 
I deſire to be in the feeling to begin to lyue, werte is the toꝛ⸗ 
ture, colde is the fire, dul is the axe, fo what is ther in death 
d2cadful vnto a faythfull i chʒiſtian man, is it the diſſolucion 
of the bodie? that a chz iſtian man deſlreth:! who is able to ſay 
A long to be diſſoluedꝛis it that death bzingeth an ende of life 
e being heare: that is not much to him that knoweth he hath 
an other lyfe to come, in compariſon ot which this is no lyfe 
but death, no (oy but ſozow,no eaſe but trauaple, no quiet but 
miſery. Do that either there is in deade very ſmal t weake 
ae n 
Oz if we do alſuredly beleue the, the greateſt feare in that 
behulfe is pat, foz be char lte his r 9 

. , 


Remedies againſt the 

eternal, goeth fr6 labour to reſt, from þ ſea into the hauen, fr 
weaknes to ſtrength, from ſicknes to health, from death to 
lyke, from ſinne to iuſtice, from ſoꝛow, heuincs, 3 paine, ta the 
place where there is no grefe noz ſighinge, thoſe ſozmer 
parts are then paſt. Let the heathen ſcare to dye, who may 
truely ſay, q know not whether J goe,no2 what is oꝛdeyned 
foz-me,to what ende the gods haue created me, whether it be 
god oz no, who are bozne in ſin,+ not new boꝛne in holines, 
who haue neither teaching oꝛ knowledge of life, neither pꝛo⸗ 
mis of the ſame. But a ch2iſtia man being taught Þ death is 
the entre to lyfe,that he is oꝛdeyned to lyue with Ch itt. cre⸗ 
ated to be partaker of his glo2y,regencrat x ſanaiſied by him 
with pꝛomis of bliſſe ineſtimable, it he after all this retoꝛne 
to the ſame loue of lyfe i feare of death Þ is in þ gentil, what 
doth he then elſe, but pꝛactiſe to be come a gentil 4 heathen a- 
gain, ſelling away his enheritice fo; leſſe then a meſſe of pos. 
tage, and renoũcing his pꝛiuiledge whervato he is ſingularly. 
and eſpecially called. | 
But as we haue ſayd befoꝛe, weaknes may be a great cauſe. 
to make a man feare death, lack of belefe a greater, but pet 
are they not þ greateſt, foz perfect loue ouertõmeth weaknes 
increaſeth r reuiueth faith, wher lone is whole + ſounde, the 
reſt is ſone recouered, it᷑ it be loſt, oꝛ increaſed if it be decai- 
ted. But if loue be either deuided betwene god z this world x 
lyfe pꝛeſent, o: wholly trãllated frõ god vnto things trãũto⸗ 
ry, Dow ſhould a man be content to parte frd p̊ he loueth, and 
ſeke that he careth not foꝛ, ſithe it is ſo true, ſaping, where 
the man loueth, he lyueth, and vnpoſſible is it, that who ſo is 
delited here g poſſeſſed with the loue of this lyfe wil⸗ 
lingly heare of death, which can onely be welcome to them, 
that therby deſire to be with Ch2ilt , whom they loue better 
then thẽſe lues oz this lyfe,x ſo can be cõtent to leaue þ god 
fo2 þ better, their welbeloued foz the beſt beloued, oz p they 
eſterme light they entirely and tenderly loue: Foz if it be a 

ked what is the thing of ſuch fozce Þ is able to make a man 
content to foꝛſake his gods, his lining, him ſelfe and his life 
if we will anſwere trucly and in ke we wozds, we mult ſap 
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it is loue « nothing elſe, which wher ſo euer it be faſtned ma 
keth al other things ſeeme nothing in copariſon of pit lyketh. 

And herein to vſe ſome eraples,it was none other thing 5 
made the Philoſopher caſt himſelfe into the burning fire of 
Aetna, noꝛ the Romain getleman · on ho2ſe backe to leape in 
wher y earth gaped, p young man after p reading of Platoes 
boke, to bzcak his neck, So many captains 4 ſouldiers wyl- 
lingly a wittingly to goe to their death, but loue: They lo⸗ 
uid ſomthing better then lyfe, the wyleſt their coütry and 
frendes whome they would p2eſerue,thother fame, and as 
they called it ummozfalitte, the lighteſt vayne eſtimacion x 
glozy,but cuery one ſomwhat wherewith they were ledde. 

Sith the loue is of ſuch fozce,as Þ ſame is able to bereue a 
man not only of his gods # treaſure, but alſo of his lyfe and 
that by his owne will and coſent,the right waye to learne 
cotentidly to receaue death when god ſendeth it, is to learne 
to employ wel «+ faſten our loue wher it ſhould be t is due, 
that is vppd god, and the lyfe to come, louing that anely fo2 
it ſelfe,and other things ſo much and ſo farre,as we neither 
change no2 remoue þÞ out of his place, which leſſon if it be 
not onely beleued but pꝛactiſed , maketh the lyfe godly and 
comfoztable,and vᷣ death eaſy. And who ſo euer mar ieth him 
to the loue of the woꝛld, following y deſires thereof, and mas 
king the deſy2es of it his delight, Þ man may ſpeake boldly 
of death vntil it tome. But when he ſhal ſtand vpon his gard 

reteue 5ᷣ aſſault, he muſt + will vudoubtedly ſh zink + ſhe w 


end him, foꝛ if faith his buckler byd him be ſtrong, 4 thinck 
vpon þ cõqueſt, Chzilt his captaine hath made, x vpon þ tri⸗ 
umph p is pꝛouided foz him, dis owne hart 2 coſcience, which 

niere him than his armour, will ſaye,all p is pꝛouided foz 
ſuch as bcare their-loue ⁊ true hart to their onely captaine, 
wheme they pꝛomiſed to ſerue,foz ſuch as befoꝛe in þtime 
of theyꝛ ſeruice dyd reſiſt his enimie x his attiptes,and not 
foz ſuch as yelded themſclues pꝛiſoners vntohim,content to 


be in his Campe, and to fight vnder his banner, Yis ſwozd 


Tit, Which 
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im ſelfe a weake ſouldier, lacking p armour Þ ſhould the de⸗ 
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which is the woꝛde of God, being not well handeled of him 
befo2e,noz much occupied, wyll then agree ill with his hand, 
# he foꝛ lack of ererciſe,not able fo giue a ſtrong blow ther- 
with, his curates of charitie ſo thin, that eache dart : arri w 
(hal perte it, dis helm of hope vnlyned, neither wel fitting to 
his head, noꝛ able to keepe of the fo2ce of þ byll. Js it poſſible 
think ye Þ a ſouldier thus armed, x beſides this not ererciſed 
in feates of warre,ſhold withſtad amightie,ſtrog p2aciſcd x 
wel armed man: no verely He wil either runne away, if the 
groũd ſerue him cz with ſhame be take pꝛiſoner and captine, 
When A conſider the maner of dying of ſuch as were in 
gods fauour, ot whom we reade in the Scriptures old x new 
t cdpare our ſelues with the, how willing, ready, e glad they 
were to leaue this lyfe, how loath, back warde, ſozy, we are 
fo the greater part to doe the ſame, meruaile we ſhould be 
called one mans childꝛen, that are ſo vnlyke in condicien. 
Poſes being tolde he ſhould no longer lrue, x therefoze to 
pꝛouide his ſucceſſour dyd w his own hands 02d2e t appoynt 
Joſua without cõplaynt, ſoꝛow, o: token of greefe,p2outding 
fo the þ ſhold.lyue,as it were nothing thinking on bim ſelfe, 
Iſaac byd his ſonne go hunt, pꝛouide ; gett him meat, that 
he might bleſſe him befoze he dyed, The lycke tõtentacid aps 
peared in Jacob, Tobias, Dauid,+ ſund2y other whome we 
finde not onely neuer to haue ſhunned death, but cotentedſy 
to haue receaued it. The lone they bare vnto God x his will 
in their lyfe,kept th# from diſoꝛderid loue of the wozld,and 
frõ the cõmon ſinnes x vices, which men foꝛ wozldly thinges 
comit,x being not troubled with conſcience r remoꝛce therof, 
ſawe no cauſe to ſhanne ⁊ to feare death. And as this lone of 
god, x his wil,encreaſed in the new teſtament, where the ho» 
ly mer ſpirit ot᷑ lone, was x is moze plt᷑tiouſly powꝛed in 
to þ harts of þ right beleuig. o þ loue of tyfe decreſed. the 
deſire of death increafed in beſt p2ofeſozs therof,the appo⸗ 
ſtles 4 martirs infinite,not only cdᷣtented to lene this life, but 
alſo deſir eddeath. oha recenig 5 faith x goſpel, x beĩg taught 
therby to cbfo2me the ſelues to Þ life FT ne — 2 
2 RY g 
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1 faith plftious charitie, ful! hope comfd the ſelues to 
will of God, 4 $ erpectation of the life to come, which they 
knew was pꝛouided fo; them ; loueth Gov, neither is there 
any other cauſe why we dye not like the, but bicauſe we live 
not like them, we feare drath bitauſe we line not wel, ſome 
moꝛe + ſome le ſſe, actoꝛding as p 02der of our lines hath ben, 
and who lo ſaith Þ the maner of death is a touchſtone to way 
the like, is not mach deceined, F wil not ſay but many men 
may dye wel p lineth ill, ſoꝛ mercie is aboue iudgement, but 
none c6tent to dye, but he 5 by death loketh to be with Chꝛiſt. 
which is he 5 by his lite ſhoweth that he knoweth + loneth 
Chꝛiſt, without which lone p moze faith at Þ» time, the leſſe 
comfo2t. Foz faith teacheth Oods mercy, x his iuſtite, and if 
iuſtice be all againſt vs, either faith ingendꝛeth in vs ſozow 
of fuch- a lite, and ſo repentance which is god, g an entry to- 
ward lite, oz if it ingender not an earneſt repentance, it bzin- 
geth nothing to comfo2t,eaſe,x releue vs, but all contrary. 
And ther loꝛe he wil liue in cdtinual meditation of death, 
which is way to make him a familier, : ſo no dzeadful geſt, 
noꝛ ſtranger, muſt liue in loue, à meane þ lone of vpꝛightnes. 
honeſtte, cleane ſte, iuſtice, ę integritie, doing god where be 
tan, 1 hauing intft to hurt none, getting bpzightly to ſu: ain 
him ſelf x his, of that remayneth departing liberally to the 
poꝛe as he ſ&fh tauſe, is able, to ſuch a man þ remibꝛance 
of death ca not be vnpleaſant, ſoꝛ it ſhal neither take him vn⸗ 
pꝛouided, nether berine him ok any thing wher with he is dil⸗ 
oꝛderſy in loue. Such a man lining cotẽte dly in plate wher⸗ 
in he is called, t traueling carefully to fil x ſatiffte the ſame, 


wh# death appꝛocheth, doth meckly ſay to God with bagel 
ere 


haue done p wozke thou ſenteſt me fo doe. And albeit th 
hath bene much weakneſſe 4 many infirnnties in his trauel 
and accompliſhing that wezke he was ſent to doe, yet | 
a great indifferencie,he ſhal be able to vſe þ woꝛds of þ ve 
tuous # learned Biſhop, neither haue J lined ſo among 
that I ſhould be aſhamed to liue, neither doe J feare to die, 


bicauſe we haue a god Lozd'xmaſter, The man „ 5 
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and ſo thinking is onely happie, neither troubled with inoz- 


dinate dere ot highe eſtate, which he taketh but fo a place 


to trauaple foz manp, neither affrayde to be in meaner then 
be is, knowing that where ſo cuer God placeth him he hath 
his -wozke to doe, wherwith he may pleaſe him, euer quyet, 
content to dye, and not vnwilling to lie. 

But here ſome man may ſap, although he be not diſ22d2id- 
ly deſirous cf life, vet can he well be cott to liue, though not 
foz him ſelf,02 fo; his owne ſake, vet foz others, therin wi⸗ 
ſheth nothing vngodlp, but decetly to keepe plate wher vnto 
he is called, which he cau fill, il not better, yet as wel as an 
other ma, to help ſuch as nerd him, to bꝛing vp his childzt;, to 


e cht diſpoſed, finally to beſtow benifits ̊ God hath lent 


vnto him, he maketh this obiecio,+ lieth not on him ſelf, is 
not of þ wozlt ſo2t,noz much to be milliked,vnto who neuer⸗ 


theles it il his deſire be to line fo2 others, 
who by him may be ß better, he muſt c6fider 9 wel doing is 
not all his own, wherof though mi be þ miniſter, Cod is the 
—— who will diſpoſe him ſelf to doe many god, and none 
cõtim weth not, but this 


gining it not,+ wel kno- 
en: Sans if he had ben taken 
| | like may ve read of many,+ ſay 
eee of ſome, x whither he would be one of them by 
ife he knoweth not, ik ther were no dagger, it ſhuld not 
ba en ben wꝛittt;, he p ldeth, let him take hed ß he kal not, 
were no daſiger in him ſelt, the is he pꝛoud, 

and Vr to be one of them that would fall, it he doubt, then 
on 1 88 ta put him ſelf to him that knoweth, And ſith 
th and is ſure that after death no ünne is done, 
ſe W ne te Gods ſeruant whe 
| to put that in a hazarde, 
| the ende can not be recoucred, noz 
in payne lye many, who by long 
rby.info their damnation, who had 


Es 
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much they bewaile their long life,x the oceaſtõ oſ.their pain, 
no tonge can tell, noz harte thinke . But to returne to the 
matter,if he ſay he would doe many nod in long tyme, and 
lyue accoꝛdyng to his place and callyng, let him ſhewe that 
in the tyme he hath giuen him, and il in fo doing) he be fake, 
lit he may ſay to God, I haut done the woꝛke thou ſenteſt 
me to doe, and when God calleth hym away, hee knoweth 
there is no moꝛe appointed fo hym to doc, he knoweth alſo 


. — — a. Mo ͤ ͤ— — 


there is no moꝛe cauſe foꝛ him to lyue, bicauſe deſire of do⸗ 
ing god was the only cauſe why he would lyue. Vis chiloꝛt᷑ 
are Gods moe then his, who leaueth not the ſcede of the 
iuſt, who calleth him ſclfe the father ol Oꝛphans, and iudge 
of Widdows, whoſe bleſſpng ik they haue, they ſhal pꝛoſper, 
though they lacke a moztall father , And if they lacke that, 
much ſoꝛow and ſmall comfozte ſhould the father haue, to 
ſe that he could not amend,foz eche gad father next 
keth,n02 leaueth a god chyld, And yet doeth not 
lacke wyke and friendes to whom he may 
of childzen,and if his friendes will doe much fo2 them at his 
requeſt and recommendation, why ſhould he miſtruſt Gods 
| pꝛöuydence, helpe and dy2cction, if hee commend them vn⸗ 

to hom: By whom hym ſelfe why wyke and friends, wit, 

ſtrength, gods, and reuenue with other lyke,which to mioy 
men deſire to liue, god giftes are to be taken thankfully at 
the giuers handes, and lo long to be kept as may ſtand with 
the giuers will, and god contentatjon, but as no ciuil gyfte 
delivered vpon condition may curteouſly be required beyond 
and the gyuers mynde, although he be our equal, 
oz inferisz, ſo Gods giftes who oweth no man onght, and 
giueth all without cauſe, haue much moꝛe this condition to 
be readered at his call, frely and willingly as they were, 
deliuered, oꝛ rather lent, which giftes of his as loue tokens, - 
ſhould not ſerue to make vs wiſhe long to be from him, fi 
then is his loue ill recompenſed, but ſhould make vs de 
- ber with hym, and to ſ& him, of whom we haue receiued 
4 em, | 
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As the Pꝛince, who ſendeth to his ſeruant being in az» 
en countrey karre from him, Jewels pꝛetcious in token of 
remembꝛance, doth therby moue a kynd x louing ſeruant the 
ſaner to return top pꝛeſente of ſo god mindful a Loꝛd, e⸗ 
ſpecially if þ.p2eſence of his ſayd Lo2d ſhalbe infinitly moze 
woꝛth to him then all his fozmer tokens, foꝛ although it be 
not blame woꝛthie foz any man to vie Gods gifts,4 to delite 
in the, yet if he lone þ gifts, 3 foꝛget þ giuer, he is very vn- 
kynd g if he loue both p aifts,+ the giuer, vnleſſe þ one lone 
ſo farre ſurmount the other, that in compariſon of pgreater, 
the leffe be dꝛowned, : appeare nothing, that loue is diſoꝛde⸗ 
red, taking god fo2 the beſt,+ reſting where it ſhould begin, 
A lcane here vnſaid, that health and ſtrength of bodie may 
unpay2:e by ſickeneſſe, wife be loſt by death,+ friends turne 
to enimpes, gods and reuenewes caſuall, ſuche as may de⸗ 
cay,o2 without deſert be taken away to þ occaſion of great 
b t ſozow,of al which who ſo maketh otherwiſe his 
ompte is farre deceiued, ſo that to leaue them whole vn- 
of any miſhap befoze-reherſed,and many other that 

may chaunce, is not loſt but gaine. This haue you made me 
in led by many men extelent in vertue, 
| put my pen fo the boke, that is to ſay to 
paynte after Apelles, and graue after Lyſippus, which wiſe 


-Artificers euer ſhunned to doe. Kut bicauſe you ſayd that cir⸗ 


cumftances might commend the matter, and the lone of the 
nue you the mo2e attentincly to read, atthough J 
ed my ſelk in the argument, yet haue J gone 
t to ſatiſfie your affection , Wheretn as loue hath cau- 


ed me to doe agaiuſt my will,ſo muſt the ſame moue yon to 


withall that is to little, oz to muche, and ſo amiſſe, 

is all J feare.And therfoze doe recommend the ſame 

e co2rected by men of better indgement, and your ſelfe 
tuition of the almightie, 
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